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Mission
Statement
“Advance
Knowledge”
1.To further interest and
study of German
speaking immigration in
Ohio.
2.Encourage members to
further research family
histories in Ohio.
3.Promote information
about life, times and
social life of German
speaking emigrants and
descendants.

Dear PalAm Members,
The letter I had written for this issue of the Heritage
included details of all the work our Chapter members
were doing to pull off an absolutely wonderful National Conference. As you know, the National Board
of Directors made the painful decision to cancel the Conference due to the continued orders to stay-at-home and gather in groups of no more than ten people.
Although our Governor has released his plan to gradually re-open our state, the
Board felt that we could no longer continuing planning for the conference with
the future of such gatherings being unknown.
My thanks to all who worked so hard over the past two years to plan an outstanding conference: Roberta Newcomer, Lori Poch, Vern Erickson, Tom
Gerke, Kent Robinson, Gina Swets, Becky Thornton, David Kuhns, and Pat
Uhrick, did such good work. We are now in the process of un-doing plans and
returning registration fees.
At the Ohio Board free conference online Board meeting April 25th, it was decided to hold the Ohio Chapter Annual Meeting using 21st century technology.
You will receive information soon about how to vote for a new slate of officers
and trustees, and how to approve the budget for the fiscal year of 2020-2021.
This process will be finished before June 30th, according to our By-Laws.
Watch your inbox for further information about this new process.
Stay safe and healthy – wash your hands and wear your mask!
See you in the fall.
Linda Dietrich

Ohio Chapter Palatines to America
2020 Board of Trustees Nominations
Revised 4/21/20

Officers

Current
Vice President – Lori Poch (2019-2020)
Recording Sec. – Lauren Kattner (2019-2020)
Treasurer – Joe Stamm (2018-2020)

Proposed
Lori Poch (2020-2022)
Lauren Kattner (2020-2022)
Joe Stamm (2020-2022)

Trustees
Current
Arthur Block (2017-2020)
Marilyn Logue (2017-2020)
Ginny Poland (2017-2020)
Tom Fishbaugh

Proposed
Peggy Wolf (2020-2023)
Tom Fishbaugh (2020-2023)
Werner “Vern” Margard (2020-2023)

Born in Mercer County, Ohio, Tom now resides in Green Springs in Sandusky County. Recently retired, he spent nearly 50 years in the administration of municipal water and
wastewater treatment plants.
He began his genealogy in the 1970’s, reading that some local Fishbaughs had come from
Fairfield County. In the early 1990’s, he visited the Fairfield County Library, then joined the
local Sandusky County Chapter, Ohio Genealogical Society in 1994. After spending countless hours at the Hayes Presidential Library and Museum in Fremont, he learned about the
Palatines to America and joined in 2007. He attended his first IGGP Conference in Minneapolis in 2017. He has successfully traced his Fishbaugh line to Baltimore County, Maryland in the mid-1700’s.

Werner “Vern” Margard A native of Columbus, Vern graduated from the College of William and Mary in 1979 and
received his law degree in 1983 and MBA in 1988 from The Ohio State University. For the
past 20 years, he has been an Assistant Attorney General in the office’s Public Utilities Section.
Vern’s surname family immigrated from Neumorschen, Hesse, in the 1840’s. His greatgreat-grandfather for whom he is named immigrated from Obervorschütz, Hesse, also in the
1840’s. A great-grandfather emigrated from Görlitz, Saxony in 1894 was a missionary to
German-speaking immigrants in this country. Both of his sons speak German, his eldest
having earned his B2 Certificate at the Goethe-Institut in Dresden.
Vern lives in Upper Arlington with his wife Katherine. They have two sons, Christian Conrad and James Issac.
Peggy Wolf

Born in Cleveland, but raised in Illinois as a child, then back to Ohio in 1973, Peggy attended the Chicago Academy of Fine Arts and the Chicago City College. She worked as a secretary for AT&T, held many positions as a Customer Service Representative and finished
her work career as a Health Insurance Broker, retiring in 2017.
In addition to her study of family genealogy, she is fond of suspense novels, gardening and
has volunteered at her church for many years.
Peggy now lives in Columbus and has three children, a daughter and two sons, along with
the blessing of six grandchildren.
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In 1700, some 250,000 white and black inhabitants populated the 13
American colonies, with the vast majority of whites either born in England
or descended from English immigrants. By 1776, the non-Native American
population had increased tenfold, and non-English Europeans and Africans
dominated new immigration. Of all the European immigrant groups, the
Germans may have been the largest seeking a “Hopeful Journey” to a new
life and the new world.

HOPEFUL JOURNEYS:
GERMAN IMMIGRATION, SETTLEMENT
AND POLITICAL CULTURE IN COLONIAL
AMERICA, 1717-1775
BY AARON SPENCER FOGLEMAN
PART ONE: Peasant Communities and Peasant
Migration

L

ate one night in May of 1743, a group of unmarried young men from Schwaigern met in
a barn outside of town for a revel. Schwaigern, located in an area of rolling hills near the
Rhine (just southeast of Heidelberg) known as the Kraichgau, was a market town that
served as the seat of the ruling von Neipperg family. The young men had gathered to
celebrate the imminent departure of four of their number: Georg Luttmann, Christian
Steinbrenner, Johann Michael Wagner, and Johann Jacob Eichhorn. They began the secret
celebration before midnight with food and drink in Johannes Kober's barn. A blind musician
named Christoph Schuster (der "blinde Stoffel"), provided music while they sang and danced
until dawn.
The town authorities noticed the racket, however, and descended upon the merrymakers. Soon
the musician found himself serving a twenty-four-hour sentence in the witch's tower (die
Hexeturm) for not seeking official permission to conduct his concert. (Only a generation before,
an accused witch had been kept in the same tower --hence its name.) A crowd gathered around
the four Auswanderer (emigrants) and began clamoring for their arrest and detention in the tower.
Instead, the four eluded their pursuers, ran through the town whooping and hollering, and then
vanished through the town gate, never to be seen in Schwaigern again. They made their way to
nearby Heilbronn (on the Neckar River) and began their journey to Pennsylvania that very day.
Although it was only about thirty miles from Karlsruhe, the residence of Carl Friedrich,
Schwaigern and the entire Kraichgau region lay outside the territorial boundaries of BadenDurlach, and a different kind of state system prevailed. There was no margrave, duke, or other
territorial ruler of the region (enlightened or otherwise), but rather a plethora of small, semiautonomous realms ruled by lesser nobles. Further, there was no large state policy restricting
emigration and no debate among court advisors political and economists over restriction or a
general "population policy." Emigration policy -- and all policy -- was localized, varied, and
difficult to enforce.
Yet in spite of the differences in political organization between Baden-Durlach and the nearby
Kraichgau, there were important similarities between the two regions and the inhabitants of each.
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Both lay in the heartland of southwest Germany, where emigration was heaviest. Both areas were
recovering from the devastating wars of the seventeenth century, and, by the middle eighteenth
century, ethnic and religious diversity as well as overpopulation and extreme land splintering
characterized their landscapes. Further, both were rural, agrarian societies, and most inhabitants
were serfs living in villages and towns. In fact, many of the similarities between Baden-Durlach
and the Kraichgau characterized much of southwest Germany and Switzerland in the eighteenth
century.
Not everyone who emigrated from southwest Germany and
Typical Schwaigern
building
Switzerland in the mid-eighteenth century left with such blatant
disrespect for the authorities as had the four young men from
Schwaigern, but their story reveals much about what had become
typical of the emigration to North America. In the period that
followed the destruction that occurred in the seventeenth century
and the rebuilding and repopulation of the early eighteenth
century, most Germans of the third phase of immigration into
colonial British America (1717-1775) did not leave in large
religious groups fleeing persecution or seeking perfection, as had Germans in the first phase. Nor
did these immigrants participate in huge, organized settlement projects in the colonies, as had those
in the second phase. Instead they left in small groups with other members from their villages and
towns, and the destination for most was Greater Pennsylvania.
Though usually forbidden by the authorities, emigration from the southwest and Switzerland had
become an uncontrollable fact of life by the middle third of the eighteenth century. The territorial
rulers, the lesser nobles, and the village authorities (including the church) exercised more control
over their subjects during this period than they had during the seventeenth century, but they still
could not stop hundreds of thousands from leaving the realm.
Much of the population in the southwest, including many who would emigrate to North America,
were peasants living in villages or towns like Schwaigern and in regions like the Kraichgau. The
Kraichgauers lived in nuclear, subsistence agrarian villages and towns where local authority (town
and church officials) was becoming stronger, not weaker. Here lesser nobles struggled against the
villagers themselves and the growing territorial states in order to establish and maintain their
hegemony over these clusters of tiny political entities. And it was from the northern parishes of this
region that about 2,000 inhabitants emigrated to Greater
Pennsylvania, more than 300 from Schwaigern alone.
During this period of recovery and establishment or
reestablishment of order, authorities at all levels in the small
territories, towns, and villages tried to control the movements
of their growing populations, just as the rulers of the larger
neighboring states did. But in some areas of the Kraichgau,
the pressures of population increase and emigration to Greater
Pennsylvania had become so great by the 1730s and 1740s
that it was impossible to stop. In Schwaigern, authorities
attempted to compensate by making efforts to insure that
those who did leave played and paid by the rules: Serfs had to
be manumitted, and all inhabitants had to receive permission
to emigrate and then pay the appropriate dues to compensate
the community and the noble to whom they owed allegiance.
The crowd in Schwaigern became hostile toward the young
emigrants because they were leaving without permission and
without paying. Most emigrants from Schwaigern paid their
dues during this period of strict enforcement. In 1743, not just
4
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the four young revelers, but also 28 others emigrated to Greater Pennsylvania, and all but five left
legally. At least three of the five who did not leave legally (the Schwarzauswanderer) were among
the group of known revelers- Johann Michael Wagner, Georg Luttmann, and Johann Jacob
Eichhorn. To add insult to injury, the illegal emigrants left by celebrating their actions noisily, by
breaking local ordinances, and then by running through the streets and disturbing the peace on their
way out the town gate.
A close look at the communities of the northern Kraichgau reveals more fully the nature of
communal relations and helps us understand who the Kraichgauers in Greater Pennsylvania were,
how they emigrated, and what aspects of their Old World peasant culture and background they
brought with them to the New World.

The Case of the Northern Kraichgau
The Kraichgau is a region between the Rhine and Neckar River valleys, just south
of Heidelberg, due west of Heilbronn, and northeast of Karlsruhe. Stream-carved
valleys cut through the region, and limestone cliffs covered with loamy soil and
red marl, and keuper hills projecting upward, provide an uneven but rich
topography. Politically, or historically, the "Kraichgau" refers to a scattered
collection of tiny, semi-independent territories strewn haphazardly across this
landscape. These territories united in the early modern period in a loose, voluntary
confederation of knights known as the Kraichgauer Ritterschaftskanton. The
territories lay at the confluence of three of the largest states in the southwest during
the eighteenth century: the Margravate of Baden-Durlach, the Palatine Electorate (Kurpfalz), and
the strongest state in the southwest, the Duchy of Württemberg. In 1599, membership in the
confederation consisted of 75 knights, some rich and some poor, who owned 72 separate territories,
the average size of which was less than fourteen square miles. The "northern" Kraichgau consisted
of 53 parishes (Gemeinden). In the eighteenth century, most of the parishes contained subsistencefarming peasant communities, such as Ittlingen and Hoffenheim, but a few, such as Schwaigern and
Sinsheim, were small market towns. In 1809, the first year for which there is a reasonably accurate
census covering the entire area, and after well over a century of steady population growth, the total
population of the 53 parishes was 41,700, or about 78 persons per square kilometer.
The ethnic, religious, and political mosaic that made up the Kraichgau resembled the larger portrait
of southwest Germany, as well as that of Greater Pennsylvania. Thousands of Swiss immigrants and
some French Huguenots helped repopulate the area after the heavy demographic losses of the
seventeenth century. The Lutheran church dominated the region, but many Kraichgauers belonged
to the Reformed or Catholic churches, and Mennonites and some Jews were present in some of the
communities. No one territorial state controlled most of the parishes: Fourteen were possessions of
the Palatine Electorate during the first three-quarters of the eighteenth century, and thirteen were
part of the Kraichgauer Ritterschaftskanton. The remaining 26 parishes belonged to a variety of
lesser nobles, none of whom possessed more than three. Six of the parishes maintained the rights of
a city (Stadtrecht), which included the right to hold a market and the absence of serfdom for most
of the inhabitants. The remaining 47 parishes were villages.
One source for the extreme heterogeneity of the American colonies was the diversity among the
German-speaking immigrants, in addition to that created by the arrival of different language groups
from Europe and Africa. In fact, there was significant diversity within the immigrant population
from the Kraichgau alone. Seventy-four percent of Kraichgauer immigrants in Greater Pennsylvania
were Lutheran, 21 percent were Reformed, two percent were Mennonite, and one percent were
Catholic (the religious affiliation of the remaining two percent is unknown). Many Swiss names
were included among the nearly 2,000 Kraichgauers who went to Greater Pennsylvania, and all
came from separate political entities rather than from one territorial state.
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Although this diverse, tangled collection of peasant communities was in many ways typical of
southwest Germany in the early modern period, the Kraichgau differed from some of the
surrounding areas in one important respect: Here, no strong, homogenous state was developing, as
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in Catholic Austria or Lutheran Brandenburg-Prussia. Nor was there a regional power controlling
the area, as in the Lutheran state of Württemberg or Catholic Bavaria. In fact, not even the weaker
territorial states, such as the Palatine Electorate or Baden-Durlach, dominated the Kraichgau.
Instead, tiny, loosely united principalities, such as the von Neipperg, von Gemmingen, and von
Bettendorf territories, were the norm.
Consequently, the developing "state" played a different role in the lives of the Kraichgauers than it
did in many areas of the southwest, such as in Württemberg, or even the Palatine Electorate and
Baden-Durlach. During the rebuilding period of the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries,
it was the second estate, not the state itself, that made increasing demands upon the inhabitants. As
the knights and other, lesser nobles of the Kraichgau tried to reassert the status and authority they
had lost during the decades of destruction in the seventeenth century, they often clashed with the
villagers who were struggling to rebuild their communities. During these clashes, the villagers often
sought out the "state' that is, the larger territorial rulers, for protection against their local rulers.
To Be Continued…...Summer 2020 Issue.
Part 2—Peasant Communities and Peasant Migration

About the Author:
Aaron Spencer Fogleman has written the first comprehensive history of
this 18th century German settlement of North America. Utilizing a vast
body of published and archival sources, Fogleman emphasizes the
importance of German immigration to colonial America, the European
context of the Germans’ emigration, and the importance of networks to
their success in America. Fogleman is a Professor of History at Northern
Illinois University.

Herzlich Willkommen
The following new chapter members joined between May 1 and December 31, 2019
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Linda Effinger, New Braunfels, TX

Alexander Tolksdorf, Sterling Heights, MI

Kariin Marie Kirsch, Evansville, IN

Thomas S. Whiteman, Muncie, IN

Mary Susan Snyder, Louisville, KY

Julia Wolf, Sidney, OH

Ruth Ann Oahler, Cincinnati, OH

Cindy Voelz, Milwaukee, WI

Charles Reimer, Olmsted Falls, OH

Stephen Roediger, Albany, OH

Diane Schiffbauer, Westerville, OH

Regina Berg, Bellville, OH

Sandra W. St. Martin, Columbus, OH

Shelley Bishop, Dublin, OH

GERMAN HISTORY MAKES A DIFFERENCE
IN YOUR FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH
SUMMARIZED FROM A PRESENTATION GIVEN BY
WARREN BITTNER
BY ART BLOCK

T

he first Holy Roman Emperor, Charlemagne, was crowned on
Christmas day in 800 AD by the Pope. His empire included all
or parts of modern Germany, France, Austria, Switzerland, and
several other European countries. In 1356, in a landmark event, the Golden Bull set the
constitution of the Holy Roman Empire for the next 400 years. In 1517, Martin Luther nailed his 95
Thesis to the Wittenberg church door and within 15 years, all the major German states have joined
the Lutheran faith -- with Bavaria as the major exception. In 1524, Nurnberg’s St. Sebald church
starts the first parish register: first marriages and then births. The 1525 Peasant Revolt resulting in an
estimated 75,000 to 100,000 died: many village petitions survive giving the names of peasant leaders, a potential genealogical source.
In 1545, the Council of Trent marked the beginning of a Catholic and Counter-Reformation. This
eventually led to the requirement that all marriages and baptisms be recorded.
Religious tensions and desires for conquest ignited the Thirty-Years War, which raged from 16181648. This great war resulted in the death of at least one-third of the population of central Europe -an estimated 8,000,000 deaths in all. The war, at one time or another, saw invasions by the Danes,
Swedes, French, Spanish, Scots, English, and others. The German economy was devastated, taking
about 100 years to recover. In 1709, 13,000 Palatines left Germany for England--most settled in
England and Ireland, but 3,000 sailed to New York. Among those 3,000 was Art Block’s 6th greatgrandfather, Johannes Martin Batdorf, 1698-1782.
In 1789, the French Revolution began and by 1797, the French Republican Calendar was adopted in
Germany west of the Rhine River. The French records from this period, 1797-1814, are more detailed than typical German records and two copies were filed -- one at the local level and one at the
state level. After Napoleon’s defeat at Waterloo in 1815, the map of Germany is re-drawn with 39
independent states.
That same year, 1815, Indonesia’s Mount Tambora exploded, the largest volcanic eruption in recorded history. The next year, in 1816, the ash cloud from this volcano caused the sun to dim and temperatures to drop in much of Europe. In Germany, late frosts killed crops and so food was scarce and
food prices skyrocketed. These factors caused the worst famine of the 19th century. In many cities,
there were food riots, arson, and looting. Immigration to America slowly increased.
By 1852, serfdom was abolished in all German states, but this did little to improve the living conditions of peasants. Peasants still were required to take out mortgages to pay for their freedom; these
Liquidation Protokolle can be a good source of genealogical data. In 1850, the Hamburg passenger
lists begin. 1854 saw the peak year of German immigration with 215,000 coming to America. 1867
brings the first Prussian census -- the few surviving copies are kept in county or town archives. In
1874, Prussia, under Bismarck, begins civil registration, which by 1876 was required in all German
states. In 2007, Germany instituted privacy restrictions for access to vital records: births, after 110
years; marriages after 80 years; deaths after 30 years. Hopefully, this information will help you in
your search for your German ancestors.

7

Do You Recognize This Child?
We’re collecting baby photos of the current OH PalAm leadership and
have started a contest to see who has a sharp eye for detail. If you recognize this young child, please send your guess to Palatine Heritage
editor Brian Hartzell at Hartzell56@hotmail.com. A magnificent prize
shall be awarded to the first individual who identifies this baby!
***

The child pictured in the Fall 2019 issue of Palatine Heritage is none other than our own Linda
Deitrich.

Guidelines for Submissions to Palatine Heritage
Articles should be about genealogy. Use of your material is based on general interest to members,
our need to cover certain subjects, and available space. We prefer original contributions, but we
may make exceptions.
If your material has been published previously, please let us know.
We prefer Word documents that are single spaced.
Contributors are responsible for accuracy, omissions, and factual errors.
Cite documentation for facts, and give the complete source for all abstracted or transcribed records.
Bibliography source format: Author surname, author given name. Title [translation if needed]. Locations. Publisher. Date.
Photos and other images should be submitted as separate images using 300 DPI JPEG format.
The editors reserve the right to edit all submitted materials for presentation, grammar, errors, and
length of copy.

A LOOK AT THE WEEKS AHEAD
June 21-2th, July 6-10th & July 19-24th – Genealogical Research Institute of Pittsburgh (GRIP):
Three different weeks of courses offered live via Zoom. See website for more in-depth information
– https://www.gripitt.org/courses/.

September 2-5th – Federation of Genealogy Societies Conference in Kansas City, MO. See website
for more information – http://fgs.org/annual-conference/.
September 20-27th – Palatines to America Family History Library Research Trip to Salt Lake City,
Utah, seven nights at Salt Lake Plaza Hotel. For more information, contact Kent Robinson at
nekero@aol.com.
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Johannas Dietrich
1833 – 1904

Biography by his
Great-Great Granddaughter,
Linda Dietrich

Birth and Early Years in the Rhineland-Pfalz

Schwedelbach—Aerial View

"Twenty-eight year-old tailor Peter Dietrich announced on
October 21st that his wife Anna Maria nee Velten gave
birth on October 20th, at 6 o'clock in the evening, to a boy
whom he named Johannes." First born Johannes had five
siblings, two brothers and three sisters. The family lived in
Schwedelbach, in the (then) Kingdom of Bavaria, in the
area referred to as the Palatinate. Johannes and his siblings
were baptized at the Heileg Kruez (Holy Cross) Church in
nearby Weilerbach.

At the age of 21, Johannes (later Americanized to John) had a decision to make. Should he be
drafted into the King’s army? Or should he try his fate in America? All young men were required to
register for the army at age 21; John is on the draft registration document in the archives of the
government seat of Speyer. However, when he was called up for duty in 1855, it was noted that he
did not serve because his whereabouts were unknown. He had dodged the draft and come to make
his fortune in America. Not wanting to stay in the Kingdom any longer than necessary, he made his
way to nearby France and onto the port of Le Havre where he traveled alone on the ship Saxon 165
years ago, arriving in the port of New Orleans on December 11, 1854.
Trained as a tailor, under the tutelage of his father, John was an educated man; his grandfather and
great grandfather were school masters. John was undoubtedly influenced by his family’s
participation in the failed Revolution of 1848, a series of loosely coordinated protests and rebellions
in the states of the German Confederation. The revolutions, which stressed pan-Germanism,
demonstrated popular discontent with the traditional, largely autocratic political structure of the
thirty-nine independent states of the Confederation that inherited the German territory of the
former Holy Roman Empire.
The middle-class elements were committed to liberal principles, while the working class sought
radical improvements to their working and living conditions. As the middle class and working class
components of the Revolution split, the conservative aristocracy defeated it. Liberals were forced
into exile to escape political persecution, where they became known as Forty-Eighters.
John traveled up the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers to Reading, Ohio early in 1856. The first German
settlers arrived in Reading between 1848 and 1851; most came up the Mill Creek Valley from
Cincinnati to escape the cholera epidemic. Reading was a logical place for him to settle, due to the
many tailor shops that supplied piece work to the clothing industry in Cincinnati.
Reading was also known for its numerous bands, numbering nine at one point in time. John was a
member of the Reading Band and would serve as a musician for the 9th Ohio Volunteer Infantry and
the 38th Ohio Volunteer Infantry during the Civil War.
John soon married 16 year old Anna Meiser on November 16, 1858 at Sts. Peter and Paul Church in
Reading. Anna was the second-born daughter of Isador Johnan Meiser and Barbara Kamann.
9
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Civil War Duty with the 9th Ohio and the 38th Ohio Volunteer Infantry
John received his Naturalization papers and became a U. S. Citizen on
March 25, 1861, just a month before the outbreak of the Civil War.
However, he did not answer the first call for volunteer soldiers that
President Lincoln broadcast in the spring of 1861, nor the first wave of
German-speaking Cincinnati-area immigrants who comprised the entire
company of the Ninth Ohio Volunteers (Infantry), formed at the Turner
Hall in Cincinnati. Two years later, the Ninth was in need of
replacements, having lost many in battles throughout middle and western
Tennessee. On February 13, 1863 John volunteered for the Union Army,
enlisting as a musician for three years on March 18th in the Ninth Ohio
Volunteer Infantry. The Ninth Ohio Infantry was made up of all Germans
from the Cincinnati area. He and his brother-in-law Michael Meiser, who was only 16, and his
brother-in-law, Andrew Reusing, along with several other life-long friends and fellow band
members from were all musicians in the regimental band of the Ninth.
John, Michael, and Andrew did not get off “easy” as band members during the ensuing two years
of battles that included Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge, and Sherman’s march to the sea through
Atlanta and Savannah. They almost certainly carried arms along with their instruments and
members of regimental bands routinely served as aids to the medic corps after the battle, bringing
the wounded to safety. John, Michael and Andrew were with the Ninth Ohio and the Army of the
Cumberland until the entire regiment, formed in May, 1861 and having served their three years,
was mustered out on June 2, 1864. "The Ninth assembled at 11:00am. at Turner Hall in
Cincinnati's "Over-the-Rhine" section. Behind their band for the last time, under the command of
the esteemed Col. Kammerling, they marched with precision to Camp Dennison, 674 officers and
men..everybody satisfied. Everybody, that is except those - especially the musicians enlisted in
1863 - who said they had been promised discharge with the men enlisted in 1861. Kept in
uniform, the late-comers went, one and all, back into the field to serve their years." [Grebner,
Constantin; We Were the Ninth, pg. 178] And so, evidently, did John, Michael and Andrew.
In the field log of the 38th (NARA Archives) is a letter dated June 10, 1864, recording their
transfer, near Kingston, Georgia, to the 38th OVI, along with the purchase of their instruments:

“The officers of the 38th Regiment purchased of the officers of the 9th Ohio

Regiment the instruments of the Band of said Regiment consisting of four (4) E
flat cornets, three (3) B flat cornets, three (3) E flat altos, three (3) B Tenors, One
(1) B flat Baritone, two (2) E flat Tubas, one (1) Bass Drum, two snare drums,
and one (1) pair cymbals. Making in all twenty instruments. Paying them for
the same Three Hundred and Thirty Dollars. The officers and enlisted men of the
38th Regiment Ohio Volunteers made and entered into the following agreement
with the musicians of said Band to pay them wages per month as following.
R. Swenzer, Leader
William Horich
Webber
Michael Koch
Leopold Passer
Charles Toay
Lorenz Mayes
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$80
$35
$50
$35
$45
$30
$45

Charles Fritze
Otto Zanche
Michael Meizer
John Koch
John Deitrich
Jacob Bauer
Andrew Reusing

$30
$30
$30
$30
$30
$30
$30
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Tailor, Marshal, Saloon Owner: Life in Reading, Ohio in the latter part of the 19th Century
John and Anna lived out their lives as stellar citizens of Reading, Ohio and founding members of St.
Peter and Paul Catholic Church. John was elected to the Village Council and then for two terms as
the Marshal of Reading. They raised eight of their fourteen children to adulthood.
The spring of 1886 brought city elections in Reading. John Dietrich ran for Marshal and Michael
Meiser ran for city council. "Great interest is manifested in the outcome of the election next
Monday, especially as regards the municipal ticket. There is no dearth of candidates, and
consequently the most exacting citizen will be enabled to find an applicant that comes up to his
requirements and fancy. . . As desirous of wielding the ‘bully’ as a pacifier for the next two years
the names of Marshal Chas. Baudinot, Aug. Koehler, John Bonham, John Dietrich, and Wm. Uhrig
have been announced, capable men all round," reports the Miami Valley News of April first. It
was also noted that the citizens of Reading desired at this time a Marshal who would be willing to
"ride herd" on the young men invading their town each Sunday to partake of alcoholic beverages. It
seems that surrounding areas closed their saloons on Sunday but Reading, being of German
heritage, refused to deny the men their daily schnapps and beer just because it was the Sabbath. In
fact, it was the German custom that Sunday, the day of rest, was spent relaxing from their labors of
the week with family and friends at the local beirgarten, listening to joyful music, talking of life,
and enjoying their home brew.
Sure enough, when the results were tallied, John Dietrich beat the incumbent and won the job of
Marshal with 154 of 461 votes cast. John was Marshal of Reading for 12 years; this would indicate
that he won 6 elections, through 1896 and was Marshal from 1886 until 1898, only six years before
he died.
As recorded in the Millcreek Valley News on 12-24-1904, page one:
"The death of John P. Dietrich at his home in Reading early Wednesday removes from that
village one of its oldest residents, who resided there for over half a century, during which
time he has always been active in the interest and welfare of the village. The deceased was
born in Schwedelbach, Bavaria, October 31 (sic), 1833, coming to this country in 1845
(sic), settling at Harrison, Ind. about four months then moving to Reading, where he
resided continuously until his death. The deceased was a veteran of the Civil War, being a
member of the Ninth O.V.I., Company C (sic), also saw service in the Thirty-eighth O.V.I.
On returning from the war to Reading he was elected village marshal, which position he
held for 12 years. He was a member of council for three, and was also elected to several
other offices in the village. He was a member of Sts. Peter and Paul's congregation and
always took an active interest in the good and welfare of that church. He was also a
member of the First German Relief Society and the Reading Band. The deceased leaves a
wife, four sons, four daughters, and five grandchildren. Funeral services will be held from
the Sts. Peter and Paul's church this morning at 8 o'clock. Remains will be placed in the
vault of the Reading cemetery.”
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Palatines to America is a non-profit organization
dedicated to finding the origins of German-speaking
ancestors in Europe. Membership dues per year
(October 1 through September 30): USA residents •
$40 individual • $45 family.
Make checks payable to Membership Registrar,
Palatines to America. Payment includes both National
and Chapter dues.
The OH Chapter of Pal Am publishes Palatine
Heritage Newsletter with quarterly issues in Spring,
Summer, Fall, Winter. Hardcopy newsletter an
additional $24/year.
Published articles may be copied for non-commercial
use by genealogists or for reprint if proper credit is
given: Palatine Heritage, Ohio Chapter of Palatines
to America, ©2019.

Queries are welcome and will be printed in two (2)
successive newsletters. Please use genealogically
accepted format and abbreviations.
Contributions to Heritage are encouraged. Articles
should not exceed 600 words. If materials submitted
are copyrighted, proof of authorization to publish
must be provided; sources from other magazines must
be cited so appropriate credit can be given.

2021 INTERNATIONAL
GERMAN GENEALOGY CONFERENCE
“UNITING GERMAN GENEALOGY RESEARCHERS
WORLDWIDE”
Cincinnati, Ohio ~ July 16-18, 2021
The International German Genealogy Partnership’s biennial conference is the largest devoted to the genealogy of German-speaking people. Genealogists and family
historians from around the world are beOhio PalAms in Sacramento, 2019
ing invited to come to Cincinnati, a center
of German-American heritage, to sharpen
skills and interact with other researchers
at the 2021 IGGP Conference.
Anticipated Session Tracks

Basic German Genealogy
Beyond Church and Civil Records
History and Culture
Location, Location, Location
Making Connections
Online and Onsite Research
Overcoming Language Differences
Specific German Research Strategies
Dates to Remember
July 16, 2020
November 1, 2020
July 15, 2021

Discount Hotel Reservations Opens
Conference Registration Opens
IGGP Leadership Day for Partner Representatives

Volunteer assistance of many types is needed. If you are willing to volunteer your
time before or during the conference, please contact conference chairs, Kenny
Burck and Jeff Herbert, at chair.conference@iggp.org.
The local host is the Hamilton County (Ohio) Genealogical Society. More information will be available soon at https://hcgsohio.org.
Germans in Cincinnati
The John A. Roebling Suspension Bridge spans the Ohio River
between Cincinnati and Covington, Kentucky. It was the longest
suspension bridge in the world when it opened in 1866. Its designer and builder, Johann August Röbling, also designed and
built the Brooklyn Bridge. He was born in 1806 in Mühlhausen,
Kingdom of Prussia, and immigrated to Pennsylvania in 1831.
13

FINDING THE VILLAGE OF YOUR ORIGIN
BY PAUL STERNBURG AND WARREN MITCHELL
Reprinted with permission from Germanic Genealogy Journal

T

he following abridged article was written based upon a presentation delivered at a meeting
of the Pommern Regional Group of Minnesota in May 2012. This article is a list of 27
ideas to help find your village or origin or add to your knowledge. Although the presentation itself was oriented toward the Pomeranian researcher, all of the ideas are valid for the
researcher looking for other Germanic origins.
1 – Ahenpass – Not just anyone is going to have this. You have to have had a relative in your family who became an officer in the Third Reich and had to prove he was not Jewish.
2 – Archives – Archival records can be found in state archives or county town halls with records
going back hundreds of years. One thing we have learned over the years is one one does not simply
show up. Let the archives know you are coming, ask if they have what you are looking for, ask if
you need an appointment, ask if they can have the materials ready and waiting for you, and bring
money. Ask if you can take photos. Be sure and search for the records on the FamilySearch website
www.familysearch.org.
3 – Bibles – Check with siblings, especially the oldest sibling, to see who might have possession of
the family bible.
4 – Cemetery Records/Mortuary Records/Tombstones – Cemetery records can include an index
of the deceased with the name, burial date, plot, grave, and headstone and possibly with the cause of
death, funeral home, and parents’ names.
5 – Census – The 1900, 1910, 1920 and 1930 U.S. Censuses give the year of immigration.
6 – Church Records – Information for birth, baptism, confirmation, marriage, death, and burial
will be found here.
7 – Civil Records – Vital records usually mean birth, marriage, and death certificates. Civil records can include adoption, immigration/emigration, divorce, name change, and deed/mortgage.
Civil records can be found at the state or county level.
8 – Correspondence and Postcards – To locate correspondence and postcards, check with siblings, cousins, and other relatives.
9 – Death Certificates – Death certificates can give new information, but remember, the information is only as good as the memory of the informant.
10 – Diaries – Locating diaries is similar to locating Bibles. Check with siblings, cousins, and other
relatives.
11 – Ellis Island Website – The website for Ellis Island, which operated from 1892 to 1954, is
www.ellisisland.org. Castle Garden www.castlegarden.org operated from 1855 to 1890.
12 – Join an E-mail List – To see if anyone is working on your surname, check a list for your surname at resources.rootsweb <ancentry.com/surnames>.
13 – German Cousins – After finding your village, a German cousin may help supply more information.
14 – Google the Surname – If the surname is not a common one, Google it. Also try
www.google.de and Google Images.
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15 – Interviews with Oldest Relatives – Interview your oldest relatives, as well as other people
born in your town. You would need to attend a Heimat (home) meeting in Germany for this.
16 – FamilySearch Website – Type in the surname to conduct a search on that surname in the
various databases of the website.
17 – Local Histories – Look for a county museum or a city library.
18 – Military Decorations or Awards – Military awards can help document
when someone served. Search Wikipedia for military awards and decorations
Iron Cross, 2nd Class
<en.wikipedia.org/>.
19 – Misc. Furniture, Probate packet, Police records – Genealogical information can be found
in unusual places such as an heirloom chest with the family tree on the inside cover.
20 – Naturalization Papers – Declarations of Intent are good sources for information. These are
first papers for naturalization.
21 – Newspaper Articles – Historical and genealogical societies have most newspapers on microfilm or are accessible via www.newspapers.com. Other state and local entitles will also have newspapers that are microfilmed or in original bound volumes. Be sure to write the source and date on
the back or edge of the photocopy.
22 – Obituaries – Note that the information in obituaries is similar to that found on death certificates. The submitter may not remember or always know the facts.
23 – Photographs – Label the backside of the photographs for future researchers.
24 – German Contacts – German contacts can be found using either www.genealogy.net or the
English version www.genealogienetz.de/genealogy.html.
25 – Ship Records/Passenger Lists – Try an online search at Ancestry.com (requires subscription) for ship passenger lists.
26 – Sponsorship – Sometimes, sponsorships – those who sponsored whom to come to America –
can give you at least a clue of where someone came from based on family groupings.
27 – Surround the Roadblock – Investigate the children, parents, siblings, cousins, aunts and uncles.
Once You Know Your Village
Find a Map of the Village -- You will want to know if your village had a church and what services our village provided such as a market place, windmill, etc. and a detailed map will do this.
Let us say, for example, that your village is Zimmerhausen
in Regenwalde. You can find a map of the village by
searching online through Meyer’s Gazetteer
<www.meyersgaz.org>.
Google Searches -- A Google Map search with satellite
photo will show where the village is located and what is
still there today. Next, use Google Image to search for various names to see what photos are online for that village.
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Castle Gardens 1855-1890

Source Correctly -- Finally, document your sources correctly. Use the order: village, county, province, country.
When searching in FamilySearch, the order is reversed. Note that Germany is used as a country
starting in 1871 when all of its states and provinces were unified. Various places exist for finding
your ancestral village. You simply need to hunt for them.
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