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Ohio Chapter Palatines to America
and

Tuscarawas County Chapter Ohio Genealogical Society
Present

"Suche und Geschichete in Zoar"
(Research and History in Zoar)
13 OCTOBER 2007
Zoar Tavern • St. Rte. 212 • Zoar, OH

Featuring Guest Speakers:
•
•
•

AMY JOHNSON CROW, CG
Finding Female Ancestors
Ten Years is a Long Time: Census Substitutes for the In-Between Years
STEVE SHONK
A Brief History of Zoar: It's Settlers and Their Descendants
JOANNE McCUE and ANNA SWINDERMAN
Tuscarawas County Chapter, OGS Library Resources
See Page 37

REPORTERS WANTED
The Heritage is looking for county-wide
reporters to send articles to the Heritage four times
a year. Many of our members do not live in Ohio,
but that doesn't stop you from contributing articles
about the state in which you live.
Submit genealogical items from your
county/state. It could be a workshop, an article on
German-Speaking history, an event, great places to
conduct research, or something you recently read.
Let's keep Ohio up-to-date on what's going
on in genealogy throughout the state and elsewhere.
For more information contact the editor or
your OH Chapter president (see back cover).
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Der Tisch die Dame
Here it is summer and half our research year is over. I hope everyone is having a successful search
for their ancestors. I seem to be still hacking away at one of my brick walls, hoping that one day it will
come tumbling down.
It is too bad if you missed the spring seminar. Mr. Diestler was fabulous. He told us things about
German research that you don’t normally find doing research; items of information and files that he has
uncovered in his private searches. Something I never realized was that a young German went into the
military at age 17 for 3 years; at 21 he was in the reserves; at 22 he was in the re-reserves and remained
in the re-reserves until age 42. Mr. Diestler told us how soldiers were bivouacked and the different ranks
and branches of the army. You missed a good seminar filled with loads of new information on where to
take your searches.
We have to say good bye to our editor of four years, Joanne Ryder. She has been a gal who helped
to bring the newsletter into the 21st century. She will be missed, thanks Joanne. The chapter was so very
lucky in finding Darlene Yeager-Torre to step into her shoes. Welcome Darlene. I am sure the members
will be helpful in sending in articles for the newsletter.
Our Ohio Chapter web site is in progress of being updated. Carol Swinehart has done a tremendous
job in making it appealing to the eye. I would like to thank all those who contributed in making it a place
to peruse. Drop in at www.oh-palam.org we hope to have different articles every few months for you to
check out. So, if you have photo’s and a short story of your travels drop Carol a note (web address on
back page). Check out the “Surprize” section.
Remember to talk about Pal Am to your friends and acquaintances. Looking for new members is
full time work. Carry a brochure with you when doing research.
Happy Researching!

Mary Hess
Chapter President

Ohio Chapter member, Jean Hall, donated $300 to help cover the cost of the new DLP
projector recently purchased by the Chapter. This multimedia projector offers high-resolution images
and superior brightness for use in most conference rooms.
Although the projector is compact and lightweight, it didn't take long for member, John
Mangus, to realize the need for a carrying case which he purchased and donated.
Thank you, Jean and John, for your generous donations!

BRIEFKASTEN
SEND YOUR COMMENTS or SUGGESTIONS BY E-MAIL. LET YOUR BOARD KNOW WHAT YOU
EXPECT OR NEED FROM THE OHIO CHAPTER. INCLUDE YOUR MEMBERSHIP NUMBER. YOU CAN
SEND TO ANYONE LISTED ON THE BACK OF THE NEWSLETTER.
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WILKOMMEN to . . .
. . . New Members of the Ohio Chapter of Pal Am!
by Jean Hall, Ohio Chapter Membership Registrar
NEW MEMBERS
Flowers, Georgia A .................. Rockbridge
Wagner, William ....................... Columbus
Young, Phyllis ........................... Columbus
The number of individual members in the Ohio Chapter, Palatines to America: 606

. . . New Editor of Palatine Heritage!
Darlene Yeager-Torre, the new editor of Palatine Heritage, became interested in genealogy in
2002 when her cousin began working on their maternal line. Darlene found more time to devote
to genealogy when she retired from teaching art. After almost three years of searching she found
that her Great-Grandmother immigrated from Kürzell in Baden and settled north of Cincinnati. A
member of Palatines to America for 1 1/2 years, Darlene is currently a volunteer at the National Pal Am
library. "It's a hard act to follow but I will do my best to continue the fine work of previous Heritage
editors."
Send all articles to: dyt2@columbus.rr.com • RE: Newsletter or Heritage

Awards Presented
Two Ohio Chapter members were presented the with awards at the 2007 National Conference. Congratulations to:

Jerry Miller, past president of the Ohio Chapter, who received the HARVEY HARSH Award.
It is the highest award presented to a member for all the volunteer time given to Pal Am National and the
state chapter.

Ann Miller Scott, was presented a MERITORIOUS SERVICE AWARD. Although Ann is
librarian for National Pal-Am her work with the Ohio Chapter has gone beyond her position as librarian.
She has spent many volunteer hours developing and workshops and bringing new members through her
speaking engagements.

Needed: Your News . . .
•
•
•
•
•

Submit info about a great web site,
Share a "how to" tip or interesting
find (see article, right side, this
page),
Write a piece of local history,
Post a query,
Other suggestions. . .

"One thing I discovered is that my great-grandparents. . . . are
buried in the Jewish section of Washington Cemetery in Brooklyn.
In order to be buried there, both husband and wife need to be
Jewish. I grew up thinking that my father's family was Methodist.
That is where both my brother and I were raised. I have since read
some about the treatment of the Jewish people in the beginning of
the 20th Century and find they were very badly treated in New
York."
From June E. Berwald
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by Chester C. Winter
In my article in the May 2007 issue of the
Heritage, I extolled the German influence in
establishing kindergartens in this country. Further
research led to this sequel on how kindergartens
were first established in the United States, in
COLUMBUS, OHIO.

Caroline Louise Frankenberg studied and
taught the Friedrich Froebel classroom method of early
education of children. Frankenberg, a spinster, born in
Hanover, never learned to speak English, but relied on
German-Americans for her history-making triumph.
She studied under Froebel and lived under his roof part
of her seventeen-year training period in Keilhau,
Dresden and Bautzen, Germany prior to 1836. In that
year, she came to Columbus where two of her brothers
had settled as farmers. Her effort to start a
kindergarten did not implant, and after four years, she
returned to her homeland and resumed the teaching of
young children under her former mentor. Froebel
inspired her to return to this country when he wrote,
“the United States is the country best fitted by virtue
of its spirit of freedom, true Christianity and pure
family life, to receive and profit by (his) educational
message.” The Prussian government had burned his
books and persecuted him for his educational beliefs.
Frankenberg returned to Columbus in 1858 and set up
a kindergarten in her small house at the corner of Pearl
Alley and East Rich Street. (The house was replaced
by Baker’s Art Gallery and today the city map shows
only City Center Mall on that site). Her advertisements
in Der Westbote garnered only a few pupils, and she
sold lace and other handicrafts to eke out a living.
Documentation for her pioneering kindergarten efforts
was lost in a fire; however, relatives, friends and
pupils have attested to her introduction of the
kindergarten in this country.
In her sixtieth year, Caroline fell on the ice
and became permanently disabled (probably a broken
hip). Her final years were spent in Zaneville, Ohio and
finally in a Lutheran Home for the infirm in
Germantown, Pennsylvania where she died in 1882.
Elizabeth Peabody visited Froebel in Europe as well as

Caroline Frankenberg before her death in the Lutheran
Home. Other women continued her kindergarten
efforts, and, in 1912, after intermittent success,
kindergartens were reinstalled into Columbus Public
Schools. Public kindergartens were abolished again
during the Great Depression, a reflection on the state
of the economy. The New Deal brought them back in
the 1940’s.
Columbus can claim having the first training
school for kindergarten teachers in Ohio. Mrs. Anna
Ogden, wife of the head of the Normal School in
Worthington, journeyed to Boston to be a student of
Elizabeth Peabody who had opened the first
kindergarten training school in America. Upon
returning to Columbus, she opened a kindergarten in
the 1870’s for seven pupils, three of whom were in her
training school.
All of the early kindergartens and training
schools in Columbus were short-lived. They did not
become permanent for fifty years.
In 2007, Columbus Public Schools will be
operating twenty-eight pre-kindergarten classes for
four-year olds, and funded from the No Child Left
Behind federal program.

(I am indebted to Ruth Young White, editor of We Too
Built Columbus, Columbus, Stoneman Press, 1936.

Remember

to stop in at the Ohio

Chapter web site www.oh-palam.org
to keep up with what is happening
within the chapter and the members.
Check out the calendar of events.
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ON THE WEB

“The German Genealogy Internet Portal”
By Joanne Ryder
Germans are the single largest population group to become part of America. By 1900, nearly 1/4 of all
Americans identified themselves as being at least part German. Using German websites to trace our ancestors is
simply a “must” in our research!
The German Genealogy Internet Portal www.genealogienetz.de/ is definitely a good “first step.” Don’t panic
when you get there. It’s in German but it’s quickly translated into English with a click of your mouse - the top, center
of the screen where it says “This page in English.” Once you have English, click on “Home.”
Before you try to use this site, read the “FAQ” (Frequently Asked Questions) and the “FAQ for German
Genealogy.” The FAQ list has been written to help genealogists interested in German and German-American
genealogy and is oriented to those getting started either with genealogy or the Internet. You’ll find excellent
information on starting your research, books you should read and information about German names and locating
places.
The FAQ for German Genealogy presents a list of topics specific to German research. The list is quite long
but well worth the time to peruse. You’ll find a lot of good information here and before you know it, you’ll begin to
feel more comfortable in your quest of German genealogy.
Once you’ve completed your reading the FAQs, go back to the original page and try each of the various areas
of the site listed on the left. News leads you to a newsletter but it’s only in German. Regional guides you to the “how
to” of researching in your area of interest. Be careful! This is an area where you can easily become lost as you move
from place to place. Remember… you do have a “back button” to take you back to your starting point if you get in
too deeply. Databases provides good information for you in every category. Emigration leads you to free
information about emigration from Germany to other countries including free ships and passenger lists on the Internet.
Enjoy your afternoon as you peruse this site. Just remember… you must go from the known to the unknown in
genealogy and you must do as much research as you can at home before you try to cross the pond!

The Genealogy Center at the Allen County Public
Library (Ft.Wayne, IN) and the Foundation for OnLine Genealogy, Inc., has announced a partnership in
operating WeRelate.org, a new social networking
website for genealogy.
WeRelate.org is totally FREE and makes it easy to
upload family trees and images, find and connect
with other family members, share research easily,
and extend their lines. WeRelate.org is now the

largest English language genealogical wiki in the
world. In the past few weeks, WeRelate.org has
uploaded over 73,000 ancestor wiki pages. There
are also more than 430,000 wiki pages for current
and historical, inhabited places, 115,000 given
and surname wiki pages, and 1.3 million wiki
source pages.

The web site is:
http://www.werelate.org
(Information source: Louisville Genealogical Society
newsletter, April 2007.)
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The Ohio Chapter will host the 2008 National Conference to be held in Columbus June 19-21. The line up of
speakers will meet the interests and needs of any Pal Am member.
Marion Wolfert, a German specialist with the Family History Library in Salt Lake City, will give presentations on:
Border Changes, Records in the Various Provinces of Germany, and the keynote address on Thursday evening.
Maralyn Wellauer, a specialist in Swiss genealogy, will talk about new information in Swiss research. Ms. Wellauer
will have just returned from Switzerland prior to our conference so she will be presenting new information gained
during that trip.
Meldon Wolfgang, a noted genealogist and owner of Jonathan Shephard Books, will talk about newspaper research,
when to hire a professional, and how to track cultures lost in translation.
Roberta Estes is knowledgeable on DNA and how it relates to genealogy. She will give two presentations on this
ground breaking area of genealogy research.
Ken Smith, an author and lecturer on reading German script, will lead us
in Reading German Church Records, and how to confirm our ancestor’s
place of origin.
Ann Miller Scott is known to many as the librarian at the Pal Am library.
Ms. Scott will give two presentations on Beginning German Genealogy.
Barbara Nuehring is a member of Pal Am but new as a speaker at Pal
Am conferences. Ms. Nuehring will present information on “timelines”.

Check the Pal Am website periodically for updated information (www.palam.org).

Palatines to America
OHIO CHAPTER BOARD MEETING
The Ohio Chapter Board met on July 14th.
Many new ideas and suggestions for the coming year
came out of the meeting. One part of the discussions
was to offer FREE workshops to be held around the
state for members finding it difficult to travel. It was
also suggested that, in addition to the workshops,
various educational opportunities be offered to those
attending the 2008 Conference in Columbus.
Keeping the web site updated with interesting
news, articles, and something to catch the eyes of
members and browsers is an ongoing process. Be sure
to check it out at www.oh-palam.org.
Volunteers and new members are always part
of the board meetings. In addition to visiting our
website, watch the newsletter for up-to-date
information on your Ohio Chapter.

Indiana Chapter Fall Meeting
The Indiana Chapter, Pal-Am, along with the
Indiana German Heritage Society is pleased to
announce they will host Roland Paul at the fall
meeting.
Mr. Paul will discuss the migration of Germans to
America in the Nineteenth Century, and also have
several lectures on cultural history of Southwest
Germany. These programs will be held Saturday,
September 22, 2007 in the Athenaeum (Das
Deutsche Haus), 401 East Michigan Street,
Indianapolis, IN.
Mr. Paul is the director of the Institute for
Palatine
History
and
Folkways,
in
Kaiserslauten,Germany. This institute has many
resources for genealogists, but mostly it has a card
file with 130,000 names of migrants in and out of
the Rheinland-Pfalz region of Germany.
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Reviews:
Ohio Members Get Lessons, Laughs
By Dean A. Hoffman
Informative and entertaining – all from a
lawyer with a sense of humor – what more could
you want from a genealogy seminar?
That’s the way I’d describe Martin Diestler’s
presentation at the Ohio Chapter meeting on April
28, held in Lancaster in conjunction with the
Fairfield County Genealogical Society.
Diestler interjected one-liners and
witticisms throughout his remarks, working
the room like a veteran stand-up comic.
On a personal note, this was not my first
genealogical seminar, but it certainly was the best.
This one day was worth my annual dues to
Palatines to America from my perspective and
I’ve already made a note not to miss the Spring,
2008 seminar.

National Pal-Am Conference
Morgantown, WV
The weekend was grand and the weather
was perfect. When we arrived there were kids
everywhere attending their various football,
basketball, wrestling and gym camps. Of course,
that made all of us feel a little older than we really
are. The speakers were very informative and always
ready to answer our questions. It was great seeing
Roger Minert again. His presentations were new and
interesting to say the least.
We can’t forget to say something about
the food. The university folks really know how to
present a meal. Needless to say, we all came home
weighing a little more than when we went.

Thanks WV!

Remember to stop in at the Ohio Chapter web site www.oh-palam.org to keep up with what
is happening within the chapter and the members. Check out the calendar of events.

SINGERS FEST
The Germania Bavarian Festival
Saturday & Sunday August 25, and 26, 2007
Held in Columbus at their facility on Front Street in German Village.
All Pal-Am members are invited to attend
(no cover charge)
for details and more information contact
Arvin at 614-889-9795
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by Deb Cyprych
In the summer of 1864, 400 people with property in Hamilton County filed claims for losses caused during
Morgan's Raid a year earlier. Their claims and those of property-owners in 28 other counties in Ohio were published
in Report of the Commissioners of Morgan Raid Claims, to the Governor of the State of Ohio, December 15th,
1864. This book and a new index of all names are available in the Cincinnati Historical Society's Library . . . .
The book is organized in three sections to reflect property taken by the Rebel, Union, or Militia forces. Within
each county the claims are arranged alphabetically in tabular form, with these categories:
•
•
•
•
•

Number of claim
Original docket number
Name of claimant
By whom represented
Post-office address

•
•
•
•
•

Amount claimed
List of property taken, destroyed or injured
Names of those giving testimony
Names of those submitting affidavits
Amount allowed

The index was compiled by Cincinnati Museum Center volunteers Chris and Mary Jane Neely. It includes nearly
15,000 names of the claimants and others who gave information about their claims, with the corresponding page
numbers. The index is on a CD with a virtual replication of The Report of the Commissioners of Morgan Raid
Claims.
Reprinted with permission from The Tracer, Hamilton County Genealogical Society, May 2007.

In the Path of Morgan's Raiders
by Darlene Yeager-Torre
On 14 May 1864, Jasper Miller enlisted in the
Ohio Infantry in the War of the Rebellion. Jasper had
good reason to join and his timing may not have been
arbitrary. In July, 1863 the rogue general of the rebel
army, General John Hunt Morgan, crossed the Ohio
River and began his campaign of terror throughout
southwest and central Ohio. He and his 2,400 men
known as Morgan’s Raiders rode relentlessly, sometimes
for 23 consecutive hours, stealing fresh horses and
abandoning their winded and disabled stock. They
pillaged and frightened citizens. In Clermont county
they rode through Milford then crossed the Little Miami
River into Hamilton county where they brazenly camped
within sight of Camp Dennison, a Union military site.
The camp was situated next to the hamlet of Germany,
established about 1840 by a group of German settlers.
Morgan and his men then proceeded through Sycamore
township skirting the larger city of Cincinnati to avoid
meeting organized resistance from Union soldiers who
were on alert.
The home of Jasper Miller, his wife, Margaret
Myers Miller, and their two-year-old daughter, Annie,
was in their path as was the home of Jasper’s father,
Jacob Price Thompson (J.P.T.) Miller.

The following year Jasper and his
father, both farmers, presented claims to
the state for their losses. In affidavits J. V.
McCullough, Ezra Thompson, and Jacob
Shuff stated that the raiders had taken a
buggy and harness from J.P.T. and a horse
from Jasper. J.P.T. testified for himself
and his son. Both men were granted what
was considered fair compensation by the
government. The hearings on the claims
concluded in April 1864 and a month later
Jasper and several of his cousins went to
Camp Dennison where they joined the 100-day Ohio
Volunteer Infantry.
During his enlistment Jasper kept a diary
making daily entries even when he was sick. The
diary is contained in the back of his farm ledger book.
It comes as little surprise to find an entry in that
ledger for the purchase of a book, Morgan and His
Captors.
Jasper and his father joined myriads of other
property owners in 28 Ohio counties in making
claims. In the next issue of the Palatine Heritage,
there will be more accounts from the Report of the
Commissioners of Morgan Raid Claims, to the
Governor of the State of Ohio.
Photographs:
(Top) Jacob Price Thompson Miller,

(Bottom) Jasper Miller
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COMING EVENTS
AUGUST:

National Archives Great Lakes Region Events for the Public
CIVIL WAR FATHERS
August 18, 2007

(See http://www.archives.gov/great-lakes/chicago/)

SINGERS FEST

The Germania Bavarian Festival
Saturday & Sunday • August 25, and 26, 2007
Held in Columbus at their facility on Front Street in German Village.
(See page 40)

SEPTEMBER

INDIANA CHAPTER FALL MEETING
Saturday, September 22, 2007
Migration of Germans to America in the Nineteenth Century
GUEST SPEAKER: Mr. Roland Paul
at the Athenaeum (Das Deutsche Haus)
401 East Michigan Street • Indianapolis • Indiana
(See page 39)

OCTOBER
OHIO CHAPTER FALL SEMINAR
Ohio Chapter Palatines to America and
Tuscarawas County Chapter Ohio Genealogical Society
Suche und Geschichete in Zoar"(Research and History in Zoar)

13 OCTOBER 2007
GUEST SPEAKERS: Amy Johnson Crow, Steven Shonk, Joanne McCue & Anna Swinderman
Zoar Tavern • St. Rte. 212 • Zoar, OH
(See front page and page 44)

NEW YORK CHAPTER FALL MEETING
October 6, 2007
Speaker: Vernon Benjamin
Old Dutch Church • 272 Wall St • Kingston • New York

WEST VIRGINIA CHAPTER FALL CONFERENCE
October 27, 2007
details to be announced

2008 JUNE
PAL AM NATIONAL CONFERENCE
Columbus, OH

19-21 June 2008
(see Page 39)
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Palatines to America OHIO CHAPTER
in conjunction with

Tuscarawas County Genealogical Society
“Suche und Geschichte in Zoar”
(Research and History in Zoar)

October 13, 2007
at the

Zoar Tavern & Village
St. Rte. 212

•

Zoar, Ohio

Registration opens at 9 am
Fee: $40 includes seminar, tour of the village breakfast buffet, lunch and gratuity
No tour, subtract $5.
Vendors will be available for purchasing and browsing
and

Pal-Am Traveling Library will be available for your research and guidance.

Guest Speakers are: Amy Johnson Crow, Steven Shonk, Joanne McCue & Anna Swinderman
Directions to Zoar
From the North: I 77 south to Zoar Exit
From the South: I 77 north to Zoar Exit
From the West: I 70 east and north on I 77 to Zoar Exit
From the East: I 70 west and north on I 77 to Zoar Exit
Return form to Jean Hall 181 Heischman Avenue Worthington, OH 43085
or register through Pal Am web site and PayPal www.oh-palam.org
DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATIONS =========== OCTOBER 4, 2007
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - CUT HERE AND RETURN WITH PAYMENT - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Heritage

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________ City:____________________ State:____
Zip Code: ____________ Phone: ______________________ E-Mail: __________________________
Amount Enclosed $ ____________
I/We are researching the following names: (print)
1.
2. ________________________________________________________
3. ________________________________________________________

4. _________________________________________

Ohio Chapter Officers
President: Mary Hess
mhess138@aol.com
V-President: David Uhrick
dauhrick@aol.com
Secretary: Carol Swinehart
cshart@greenapple.com
Treasurer: Jeanine Miller
jmille48@columbus.rr.com
Registrar: Sophia Jean Hall
sjbhall@aol.com

Trustees
Janet Gum
Dr. Richard Hartle
Joan Little
Nancy Karchner
Gil Kaufmann
John Mangus
Ira Simons
John Sommer
Daniel E. McDonough

Past President
Jerry Miller

Editor
Darlene Yeager-Torre
dyt2@columbus.rr.com

National Office
611 East Weber Road
Columbus, OH 43211-1097
www.palam.org
614-267-4700

Palatines to America is a non-profit organization dedicated to finding
the origins of German-speaking ancestors in Europe. Membership dues
per year (October 1 through September 30):
USA residents, $35 individual, $40 family.
Checks should be made payable to Membership Registrar, Palatines to
America. Payment includes both National and Chapter dues.
Palatine Heritage Newsletter is published by the Ohio Chapter of Pal
Am. Heritage is published four times a year in February, May, August,
and November.
• Published articles may becopied for non-commercial use by
genealogists or for reprint if proper credit is given: Palatine
Heritage, Ohio Chapter of Palatines to America, Copyright
2007.
• Queries are welcome and will be printed in two (2) successive
newsletters. Please use genealogically accepted format and
abbreviations.
• Contributions to Heritage are encouraged. Articles should not
exceed 600 words. If materials submitted are copyrighted, proof
of authorization to publish must be provided; sources from
other magazines must be cited so appropriate credit can be
given.
• Address correspondence to Heritage Editor, 611 East Weber
Road, Columbus, OH 43211-1097 or e-mail
dyt2@columbus.rr.com.
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