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Past…

T

hanks to Vice President Vern Erickson
who chaired the very successful Fall
Seminar on “German Immigration History
and Research Methods.” Participants
experienced four fact-packed lectures by Dr.
Michael D. Lacopo and the delicious food of Der
Dutchman Restaurant. A recap of the day appears
on page 52.Thanks also to the Ginny Poland and
Linda Dietrich for taking care of registration, Lori
Poch, Mary Hess and Ann Bradford for handling
book sales, and Wendy Fetters for chairing the
raffle.
Kudos to Russ Pollitt and Mary Hess for putting
together an interesting program for German
Heritage Week at the New Albany, Dublin,
Whetstone and Columbus Metropolitan Libraries.
We appreciate the volunteer speakers (Jayne Davis,
Russ Pollitt, Debra Nowell) who shared their
knowledge with participants.

Present…
It’s that time again! The Nomination Committee
is looking for members willing to serve on the Ohio
Chapter Board which meets four times a year in
Columbus. Two of the meetings are held on the Fall

and Spring Seminar days. The other two are held in
January and July. Don’t want to travel to
Columbus? We are always looking for help on the
Program Committee which conducts business via
email. Let me know if you are interested in giving
your time and talent to Ohio Chapter.

Future…
The Program Committee is planning the Spring
Seminar to be held on April 6, 2013 at the
Columbus Metropolitan Library. We are so pleased
that John Colletta will be our speaker. You will find
details in the February issue, but you can see an
overview on page 53. Mark your 2013 calendar
now!!
The 2013 National Pal-Am Conference will be
held in Albany, NY, June 21-22. Make your plans
now to attend the conference.
Be sure to let us know if you have a new address
or have changed your email address. We want to
keep you informed of Ohio Chapter activities!

Roberta Newcomer

Our mailing address is:

Become a Fan on
Facebook, search for
Ohio Chapter Palatines
to America.
Come check out
all of the ways you
can keep up with
us.

Or Follow us on
Twitter:
www.twitter.com/palamoh

PO Box 302 Worthington,
OH 43085
If you need directions for
accessing the “Members Only”
section on the website, contact
Roberta Newcomer
rnewcome@columbus.rr.com
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O

hio Chapter Palatines to America joins the entire genealogical
community in mourning the loss of John T. Humphrey, CG. John
was a tireless and generous researcher, writer, lecturer, and
instructor, specializing in German and Pennsylvania genealogy.
John’s obituary, in part, follows:
John Thomas Humphrey, age 64, passed away suddenly of a stroke on
August 12, 2012 in Washington, D.C. He was the son of the late David and
Edythe Humphrey of Pen Argyl, PA. John was graduated from Pen Argyl High
School in 1966, and was graduated from American University with a BA in government and public
administration in 1970.
Soon after college John began renovating townhouses on historic Capitol Hill, eventually
completing more than twenty properties. John transitioned to professional genealogy, and compiled the
fifteen volume Pennsylvania Birth Series, authored four books, and innumerable articles. As a certified
genealogist, John lectured and taught nationally and internationally on Pennsylvanian, German, Welsh
and Moravian ancestry, and could read and write old German typeface. In addition to his love of
genealogy, John ran more than twenty marathons, enjoyed worldwide travel, and the endless devotion of
his Polish Lowland Sheepdogs and Labrador Retrievers.
Many Ohio Chapter PalAm members will remember the wonderful seminar John presented for us in 2009.
He will be sorely missed.
Palatines to America
Founded 1975
www.palam.org
A NEW OPPORTUNITY!
Always an open society, welcoming all who have German heritage, or are interested in German history, immigration
and contributions to the New World,
Palatines to America has formed a hereditary group
within the Society.
Chosen as the first of such groups are the descendants of the Germans who came to New York in 1708-1711, led
by Pastor Joshua Kocherthal. The extensive work by Henry Z Jones Jr. provides the necessary assistance to those
who would like to join together to share their heritage.
Called the Kocherthal Circle, to join one must be a member of Palatines to America and prove descent from one
of the Palatine immigrants to New York in this time period. Application forms, as well as rules are available for
download on the PalAm website. The forms can be filled out on line, ready to be printed and mailed. There is assistance if needed.
Once accepted into the Kocherthal circle, the new member will be honored at the Annual meeting of Palatines to
America. He will receive a pin, a certificate and be listed in the Immigrant or the Patter. He will also be given a list
of others who have joined the Kocherthal Circle, with the opportunity to interact with them and exchange information.
Visit www.palam.org for additional information.
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T

he recent Ohio
Chapter Palatines
to America fall
seminar, held on
October 13, 2012, featured
four enjoyable and
informative presentations by
Dr. Michael D. Lacopo. The
Der Dutchman Restaurant in
Plain City provided a fitting
backdrop for the day,
especially as much of his material applied to
Pennsylvania Germans.
The seminar began at 9:30 a.m. with
“Mennonite Research: The Forgotten Swiss
Germans.” Mennonite research can be challenging
because, unlike most German-speaking
denominations, Mennonite congregations did not
keep good church records. This was an outgrowth of
the persecution they faced in their Swiss homeland,
where such records were actually used against them.
Dr. Lacopo stressed the importance of knowing your
ancestral family’s Heimat in Switzerland, which was
their parish of residence on a particular day when
citizenship was determined in 1672. He also
discussed migration history, naming patterns, the
differences between Mennonite and Amish sects,
and civil records in which you might find these
ancestors. He identified a number of archives,
historical societies, websites, and periodicals to aid
in Mennonite research.

2012

In “Methods for Identifying German Origins
of American Immigrants,” Dr. Lacopo discussed
records to be found on both sides of the Atlantic. He
recommended starting with American resources,
noting that the most likely place to find a German
hometown identified is in American church records.
While a literature review is the first step in
immigration research, he advised caution when using
the Germans to A merica series by Glazier and Filby,
as it excludes significant numbers of ships and
passengers that did not meet their criteria. In
crossing the pond, he noted helpful websites and
gave tips for contacting German archivists with
requests. And in all cases, he emphasized doing “big
picture research”—encompassing the friends,
relatives, neighbors, business associates, baptismal
sponsors, witnesses, and fellow immigrants with
whom your ancestors interacted.
Following a buffet lunch of Der Dutchman’s
signature dishes and pies, the seminar resumed with
“Deconstructing Your Family Tree: Re-Evaluating
the Evidence.” Dr. Lacopo noted some reasons for
errors in our research, and showed how careful
analysis can expose them. Start by considering what
type of information (primary or secondary) and
source (original or derivative) you have. Evaluate
what it says, what presumptions it leads to, and the
circumstances around the event. Then dig deeper and
look for collaborating evidence. Always verify
information you get from others by looking directly
at the sources they used. And seek out lesser-known
sources, leaving no stone unturned. In this way, he
explained, you can be confident of the conclusions
you reach.
Dr. Lacopo’s final presentation of the day
(Continued on page 60)
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Palatines to America - Ohio Chapter

Annual Spring Seminar
Featuring

John Colletta
Held at the Columbus metro library
96 S. GRANT AVENUE
Co Hosts: Columbus Metropolitan Library
Franklin County Genealogical & Historical Society

Date: April 6, 2013
9 am to 4 pm
Topics
Lesser Used Federal Records: Sources of Rich Detail about Ancestors’ Lives
The Germanic French: Researching Alsatian and Lorrainian Families
Discovering the REAL Stories of Your Immigrant Ancestors
Erie Canal Genealogy: The Peopling of Upstate New York and the Old Northwest
John Philip Colletta is one of America’s most popular genealogical lecturers. Knowledgeable, experienced
and entertaining, he resides in Washington, D.C. For twenty years, while laying the foundation for his career in
genealogy, he worked half-time at the Library of Congress and taught workshops at the National Archives.
Today Dr. Colletta lectures nationally, teaches at local schools, and conducts programs for the Smithsonian
Institution’s Resident Associate Program. He is a faculty member of the Institute of Genealogy and Historical
Research at Samford University (Birmingham, Ala.), the Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy, and Boston University’s
Certificate in Family History program.
He has also been an instructor and course coordinator for the National Institute on Genealogical Research
(Washington, DC), the Genealogical Institute of Texas (Dallas), and the Genealogical Institute of Mid-America
(Springfield, Ill.).
His publications include numerous articles, both scholarly and popular, two manuals — They Came in Ships: A
Guide to Finding Your Immigrant Ancestor's Arrival Record and Finding Italian Roots: The Complete Guide for
Americans — and one “murder-mystery-family-history,” Only a Few Bones: A True A ccount of the Rolling Fork
Tragedy and Its Aftermath. It tells the story of Colletta’s great great grandfather, Joe Ring, who moved his family
from Buffalo, New York, to Rolling Fork, Mississippi, after the Civil War. When Joe Ring’s country store burned to
the ground with five unfortunate victims sleeping upstairs, the incident was investigated as mass murder, robbery
and arson.
Dr. Colletta appears frequently on podcasts and local and national radio and television. He is featured in
Episode Four of “Ancestors,” the ten-part KBYU-TV series, as well as its sequel. He has received many
professional honors, including fellowship in the Utah Genealogical Association and distinguished service awards
from the Dallas Genealogical Society and the National Society, Daughters of Colonial Founders and Patriots.
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oar, Ohio, has been named one of the National Trust for Historic
Preservation’s 11 Most Endangered Places for 2012.

The designation, announced June 6, includes Zoar Village State Memorial,
an Ohio Historical Society site that is administered for the society by Zoar
Community Association.
Aging Levee
The historic town is threatened by measures that may be taken in response to a U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers analysis of a Tuscarawas River dam and levee that have protected Zoar since 1936. In response to
concerns about the levee’s adequacy in the wake of numerous floods over almost 80 years, the Corps is
undertaking a study to determine how best to ensure that the village and its 200 residents are not harmed. The
Corps is considering three options: repairing the levee, moving the village to higher ground and acquiring and
demolishing the town. The latter two scenarios place Zoar in great peril.
Unique History
Zoar was settled in 1817 by German religious separatists who operated a communal society there
starting in 1819. Although the Society of Separatists of Zoar disbanded in 1898, much of what they built
remains. A portion of Zoar has been a State Memorial since 1941 and today much of the community is listed
on the National Register of Historic Places. Many of Zoar’s 19th-century buildings have been preserved and
restored and some are available for visitors to tour and enjoy, as is the famous garden at the center of Zoar.
Many local families live in historic buildings and some have bed-and-breakfasts or other small businesses
there.
The 2012 list of America’s 11 Most Endangered Historic Places includes the historic rustic style
bridges of California’s Yosemite Valley; the Ellis Island Hospital Complex in New York harbor; historic U.S.
Post Office buildings nationwide; Joe Frazier’s Gym in Philadelphia; the Malcolm X-Ella Little-Collins
House in Boston; Princeton Battlefield in Princeton, N.J., site of a pivotal battle in the American Revolution;
the Sweet Auburn Historic District in Atlanta, birthplace of Martin Luther King Jr.; Terminal Island, once a
major shipbuilding center in Los Angeles; 244 historic courthouses throughout the state of Texas; Theodore
Roosevelt’s Elkhorn Ranch in Billings County, N.D.; and the Village of Zoar, Ohio.
Learn More
Learn more about the potential threat to Zoar at savehistoriczoar.org and about the National Trust’s
2012 Most Endangered Places at preservationnation.org. Learn more about visiting Zoar and supporting its
preservation at ohiohistory.org/zoar or zca.org.

Reprinted from the July/August 2012 issue of Echoes,
membership newsletter of the Ohio Historical Society
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uderstadt is a city in souther n Lower
Saxony, Germany, located in the
district of Göttingen. It is the ancestral
town/city of Louisa Regina Kaufholz,
who was born 22 August 1807 in Duderstadt and died 9
February 1877 in Cleveland, Cuyahoga County, Ohio.
Finding your ancestral home can be a daunting
task. There are so many problems to solve before you
get to that point: name of family with variant spellings,
approximate time of immigration, and, of course, and
the often-misspelled name of the town. When you do
find an ancestral home like Duderstadt with a rich
documented history that gives you a listing of your
family integrated into that history, it is like a dream
come true.
We started out with the information that Louisa
Kaufholz was a wife of Abraham Stoller. We also knew
that a child, Wilhelmine (Philippine Caroline
Wilhelmina Kaufholz), was born 18 November 1842 in
Hanover, Germany. We assumed incorrectly that
Wilhelmine was a child of Abraham Stoller and another
wife. Surprise! Wilhelmine and her brother or halfbrother, Louis (George Wilhelm Louis Frederick
Kaufholz), were both born in Germany to an unknown
father(s).
We obtained our corrected information from
well-documented family primary sources, church
records, and those wonderful Hausbuch, or
Housebooks, of Duderstadt.
Housebooks are very much like
Ortsippenbucher, but have more history. In Duderstadt,
since it was the private wealth of the Roman Catholic
archbishop of Mainz, the priests went from house to
house recording information. They noted the house
number and street name, occupants, occupations, years
of occupancy, outbreaks of the “Pest” (Bubonic
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Plague), family names, inheritance patterns, and names
of the children and sometimes subsequent generations
(if they continued to live in the house). If the family
moved, the priests recorded the address they moved to,
where the information would start again on the family.
It does not get much better than this: since the
house numbers later changed , a succeeding edition
included both numbers, so even today you can find the
ancestral home of your Duderstadt immigrant.
The records start in the mid to late 1300's and
continue in the transcription by C. Frederick Kaufholz
into the 1860's or later. There are four sets of books that
cover this information. Volumes 1-3 are available at the
Western Reserve Library in Cleveland. Volume 4 is at
the New England Historic Genealogical Society library
in Boston, Massachusetts.
From these books and other information on
Duderstadt, we find that it was a very important place.
Many educated persons, persons of wealth, and some
royalty lived within its walls. It was a county seat at the
very least. Today it is the center and capital of the
northern part of the Eichsfeld (Untereichsfeld).
The city began in 929 AD. Today the city
contains many historical buildings, most notably along
the Market Street, which stretches from the St.
Cyriakuskirche Catholic, built 1250–1490, also called
Oberkirche (upper church), down to the St.
Srvatiuskirche Protestant, built 1370–1520, also called
Unterkirche (nether church).
Duderstadt as a walled city began in 1343. The
Westerturm is one of at least eight gate towers and peels
of the city's fortress wall. It burned down in 1424 and
was rebuilt over the course of 12 years. The Westerturm
has a very distinctive twisted roof. There are a number
of folk tales to explain the twist. One tale claims that an
un-oiled weather vane caused the wind to twist the roof.
Another claims that when the devil was driving the men
of Duderstadt to drink, the women drove him away, but

(Continued on page 61)
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The Resource Center at National is looking for volunteers to assist with data entry (can be done at
home). If you have a couple of hours to donate in helping Research Services you are welcome to
give it a try.
Call Mary at 614-267 4700 on Wednesday or Thursday or just leave a message.
You would be surprised at how many volunteers have found insight into their own research by
helping others with theirs.

The Holmes County Genealogical Society's library has moved from Nashville, Ohio to
Millersburg and is part of the New Holmes County Cultural Center.
The Holmes County Cultural Center is home to the Millersburg Glass Museum, The Castle Club
(an events center) as well as the Holmes County Genealogical Society's library.
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Palatines to America is a non-profit organization dedicated to finding
the origins of German-speaking ancestors in Europe. Membership dues
per year (October 1 through September 30): USA residents • $35
individual • $40 family
Make checks payable to Membership Registrar, Palatines to America.
Payment includes both National and Chapter dues.
The OH Chapter of Pal Am publishes Palatine Heritage Newsletter
with quarterly issues in February, May, August, and November.
Published articles may be copied for non-commercial use by
genealogists or for reprint if proper credit is given: Palatine Heritage,
Ohio Chapter of Palatines to America, copyright 2010.
Queries are welcome and will be printed in two (2) successive
newsletters. Please use genealogically accepted format and
abbreviations.
Contributions to Heritage are encouraged. Articles should not exceed
600 words. If materials submitted are copyrighted, proof of
authorization to publish must be provided; sources from other
magazines must be cited so appropriate credit can be given.

Palatines to America 2013 Membership Application
Membership Year: 01 October 2012 to 30 September 2013
(Your member number can be found on the mailing label of any publication)
Name (1) ______________________________________ Member # _______________
Name (2) ______________________________________ Member # _______________
Street Address ______________________________________________
City/State __________________________________________________
Zip _________________ Phone _______________________________
E-mail _____________________________________________________
Chapters: Member ship Optional (Cir cle one) CO
U.S. Annual Dues (includes member ship in one chapter ):
Individual + Chapter
$35
Family + Chapter
$40
Life + Chapter
$875
Canada/Mexico Annual Dues:
Individual + Chapter
$43
Family + Chapter
$48
Life + Chapter
$875
Other Countries Annual Dues:
Individual
$50
Family
$55

IN NC NY OH PA

None

Annual Dues:________

Additional Chapter Memberships (Do not select chapter named above):
CO IL IN NC NY OH PA None
# of Chapters ____ x $8.00 (U.S.) = $_________
Canada/Mexico - $9.00, Other Countries - $15.00
Additional Chapters:________
International Members (Additional Postage):
Canada/Mexico - $8, Other Countries - $15

International Postage:________

Support the Ohio Chapter with your tax-deductible donation:
Become a Friend of the Ohio Chapter - $15
Become a Supporter of the Ohio Chapter - $50
Become a Patron of the Ohio Chapter - $100
Ohio Chapter Donation:________
National PalAm Patter Newsletter
Online at www.palam.org - No Charge
Printed Copies - $5.00

Printed Patter Option:________

Total Enclosed: ___________
Send check payable to Palatines to America to:
Palatines to America, P.O. Box 141260, Columbus, Ohio 43214
Want to renew your membership online? Go to www.oh-palam.org/ and click on Renew Now on the righthand side.

Ohio Chapter — Palatines to America Donation Form
OHIO Chapter – Palatines to America* is a non-profit organization. We invite you to support our
society’s efforts to maintain, enhance and disseminate information on German genealogy.

Yes, I want to support the Ohio Chapter’s educational efforts. Enclosed is my donation for:
$500 Goenner / Benefactor
$100 Schirmherr / Patron
$50 Anhaenger / Supporter
$15 Freund / Friend
Other $____________

Name
Address

City, State, Zip

Email

Phone

Send your tax-deductible contributions payable to:
OH Chapter – Palatines to America
P.O. Box 302
Columbus, OH 43085
Thank you for your support!
* 501 c (3) non-profit designation

OHIO Chapter PalAm
Mail Order Price List for Publications & Other Sale Items
Rev. 2/1/12
Full descriptions of all items can be seen on our website –
www.oh-palam.org/bookstore, where you may also place your order.
Beginning Genealogy
Beginning Genealogy: Start It Right! - Dr. Arta F. Johnson ... copyright 1993
The Very Basics of German Genealogy - Kenneth L. Smith ... copyright 1993
German Research
A Guide to the Spelling & Pronunciation of German Names - Dr. Arta F. Johnson … c 1981
Eighteenth Century Emigrants from Langensbold in Hesse to America – Annette Kunselman
Burgert, FGSP, FASG … copyright 1997
Eighteenth Century Emigrants from Northern Alsace to America – Annette Kunselman Burgert,
FGSP, FASG … copyright 1992
German Genealogical Research - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyright 2003
How to Read German Church Records Without Knowing Much German- Dr. Arta F. Johnson …
copyright 1980
Nineteenth Century Emigrants from Baden-Wuerttemberg, vol. 1 - Bridgitte Burkett … c 1997
Palatine Origins of Some Pennsylvania Pioneers– Annette Kunselman Burgert, FGSP, FASG …
copyright 2000
People of the Palatinate (revised edition) - Dr. Arta F. Johnson … copyright 1981, rev.1989
The German Research Companion, 3rd Edition - Riemer, Minert & Anderson … copyright 2010
The Origins, Development & Meanings of German Names - Dr. Arta F. Johnson …
copyright 1984
U.S. German Research
Civil War Genealogy - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyright 2003
Genealogical Research for GA, IL, IN, KY, MA, MD, MO, NC, NY, OH, PA, SC, TN, VA
(separate book for each state) - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyrights 1993-2005
Germans Into and Out of Ohio Before 1850 - Ernest Thode… copyright 1993
Handbook of Genealogical Sources - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyright 1996
Migrations West & Backtracking East - Dr. Arta F. Johnson With Merlin C. & Eva M. Finnell …
copyright 1984
Revolutionary War Genealogy - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyright 1997
War of 1812 Genealogy - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyright 2004
Other Items:
Tote Bags
--“Boat tote” style with PalAm logo - 17”X16”X4”
--Shoulder style with PalAm logo - 16”x14.5”x3”
--Flat - 14”x14”
T-shirts…..Large and Medium sizes
(PalAm 1999 National Conference logo on front)
PalAm National logo clipper ship pin
Clipper ship logo ball cap

$
$

6
7

$
$

10
24

$

40

$
$

15
7

$
$

27
37

$
$
$

7
30
10

$
$
$
$
$

15
15
each
6
15
7

$
$

15
15

$
$
$
$

18
13
10
7

$
$

7
5

Free shippping. Sales tax of 6.75% for OHIO RESIDENTS ONLY
To place an order, make checks payable to Ohio Chapter PalAm and mail to:
Ohio Chapter PalAm/Bookstore
PO Box 302, Worthington, OH 43085
OR go to: www.oh-palam.org/bookstore. You may pay via PayPal when ordering online.
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“Lacopo/ Fall Seminar” (Continued from page 52)

was “She Came from Nowhere: How to Incorporate
Social History into Your Genealogical Problem
Solving.” Using examples from both Virginia and
Pennsylvania cases, he demonstrated how oftenoverlooked sources can be used to identify and build
a profile for your ancestor. He advised casting a
wide net on the entire family, and considering how
such things as customary ages for marrying,
outbreaks of cholera and influenza, popular naming
patterns, and tax laws affected them. These things
can help you find and piece together evidence to fill
gaps in your ancestor’s story. He provided an
extensive bibliography of social history resources.
All of Dr. Lacopo’s presentations were
lively and well received, with frequent laughter
from those in attendance. He graciously answered
individual questions during the breaks. If you’d like
more information about him and his areas of
expertise, visit his website at
http://www.Roots4U.com

The National has changed the logos including those for this Chapter. Here is a look at the new,
cleaner-lined versions.

2012

2012
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“Hometown “ (Continued from page 55)

not before he grabbed the tower and twisted it while
passing over the wall, making his escape.
Construction of the Rathaus (city council
building) began in 1302, with additional wings and
components added until 1674. It was completely
restored in the 1980s and most recently in 2002. At
particular hours, a carillon plays from one of the towers
as a bust of the "Anreis" (or Anreischke) comes out and
nods.
The “Pest,” Bubonic Plague, affected
Duderstadt at several times during its history. During
one epidemic, the “Lord” of the area locked all the
people behind the walls to confine the spread. Houses
were marked with an X to indicate the Plague had been
there. Many houses were abandoned for years because
of that. The Catholic priests took food and water to the
people until many of them succumbed to the illness.
We know that one of the instances of the plague in
Duderstadt was in 1603. We do not have the stats for
the deaths there, but in London, that instance of the
plague killed 38,000 people.

PAGE 61

For those interested in plagues and their effect
on your ancestors in Germany and other parts of
Europe, you will want to read the following from the
Google Book Collection (http://books.google.com):
Animal Plagues: Their History, Nature, And
Prevention, Volume 1, by George Fleming. It presents
a very interesting discussion of the history of
diminished food supplies, illness, and the effect on
society. One part that caught our interest stated that the
women and children had to act as the horses to pull the
plows, since all the horses in that area had died from an
animal plague.
If you think you may have Duderstadt
ancestors, contact Tom Swinehart at
tshart@greenapple.com, as we have lots of
information, which we can share from the Housebooks.
Sources:
Ancestry.com ship manifest for Ship Sophia, 20 Dec
1849 to New York, lists place of origin.
Kaufholz, C. Frederick. Duderstädter Hausbuch Teil 1
bis Teil 4, 1972/1996.
“Emigrants from Duderstadt, Germany, to America,
1822-1865," The American Genealogist, vol. 48:4 (Oct.
1972), pp. 203-207.

1940 U.S. Census records for all 50 states have been indexed and are now searchable on various websites.
It is no longer necessary to know the address or enumeration district of those you are looking for in order to
find them in the census. You can access the 1940 census images and databases, free of charge, on all of the
following:

Ancestry.com (www.ancestry.com)
Archives.com (www.archives.com)
FamilySearch.org (www.familysearch.org)
FindMyPast.com (www.findmypast.com)
Heritage Quest (through participating libraries)
National Archives (http://1940cenus.archives.gov)
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GERMAN COMMUNITY FORUM SERIES
WILL NOT MEET IN NOVEMBER OR DECEMBER
We will resume meeting on Saturday January 26, 2013 with Russ Pollitt of the Columbus
Metropolitan Library facilitating (See Below). Wishing you all a Happy Holidays and Safe
New Year!
REMEMBER WE ARE NOW MEETING IN THE 3RD FLOOR BOARD ROOM
(NEAR THE GENEALOGY SECTION OF THE LIBRARY) OF CML.
January 26, 2013

Russ Pollitt — German Borders vs. Timelines

Everyone is welcome to attend... no advance registration is necessary. Watch the chapter
website for latest information at www.oh-palam.org

The following new Chapter members joined between August and October, 2012
The roster of the Ohio Chapter, Palatines to America is now 289

RICHARD & SHARON BATES - WORTHINGTON, OH
IVY BROYLES– AURORA, CO
BONNIE BURKHART– CANTON, MI

PATRICIA CAMPBELL– FLUSHING, MI
DEBRA COLLINS– WESTERVILLE, OH
CONNIE GEIDENBERGER– COLUMBUS, OH
MELANIE IRWIN– COLUMBUS, OH
JANET MECHLINE– FREMONT, OH
JAMES & CAROL RORICK– GROVE CITY, OH

2012

2012
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ach of us carries an ancestral record locked up in our genes, something much more detailed than a
set of parish records, and one that goes much farther back in time. DNA testing is a dynamic new
tool for genealogists which can help take your research from “Dead End” to “Back on the Road
Again.”
One testing company that is highly recommended is Family Tree DNA in Houston, Texas. They developed
the concept of Projects where people with the same surname, haplogroup, or geographic location can gather
and compare their DNA results. Plus, the cost of a test kit is discounted if you purchase your kit through a
DNA Project.
The Projects listed below are found at FamilyTreeDNA.com - the World Leader in Genetic Genealogy
testing.
1. Palatine Y-DNA: http://www.familytreedna.com/project-join-request.aspx?group=Palatine&projecttype=G
"The Palatine DNA Project encourages participation by all men (and women) who have a direct ancestral line – either
all male or all female -- to a man or woman whose surname appears in the index of The Palatine Families of New
York 1710 by Henry Z. Jones, Jr., and who lived in the Palatinate area in the early 1700s. The goal is
to reunite these families, whether they came to America, remained in Germany or were sent elsewhere in the
British Empire."
2. Palatine mtDNA: http://www.familytreedna.com/project-join-request.aspx?group=PalatinemtDNA&projecttype=MG
“Do you descend in a direct line (mother to her mother to her mother to her mother... to emigrant woman) from a
woman who left the Palatinate area of Germany between 1708-1710? Or from a woman who stayed behind in
Germany but was related to such an emigrant?”
Next 2 Projects: “These genetic genealogy projects for German (Deutsch) ancestry will be open to any direct male YDNA or direct female line mtDNA person with earliest known ancestry source within Germany.”
3. German Y-DNA: http://www.familytreedna.com/project-join-request.aspx?group=GermanyYDNA&projecttype=G
4. Germany mtDNA: http://www.familytreedna.com/project-join-request.aspx?group=GermanymtDNA&projecttype=MG
5. Germanna - http://www.familytreedna.com/group-join.aspx?Group=Germanna
“This is a Group DNA Project for all descendants of the Germanna Colonies of Virginia and their associated families.
The first group arrived in 1714 and the second group arrived in 1717. Additional Friends and Family members
from Germany came in the next 20 years. “
6. Germany Posen:
http://www.familytreedna.com/public/PosenzandzWestzPrussiazProvinceszGermany/default.aspx
“Historical records from the 1700's have identified our paternal line in Wongrovitz County, Posen Province, Prussia
(Germany), now known as Wagrowiec, Wielkopolskie, Poland. Our objective is to determine the family tree of
Paul Schmidt and Anna Catarine Sommerfeld.”
7. German Jewish DNA: http://www.familytreedna.com/group-join.aspx?Group=GermanJewishDNA
8. Colonial USA Deutsch: http://www.familytreedna.com/project-join-request.aspx?group=Colonial-USADeutsch&projecttype=DG
“This Genetic Genealogy project was set up to collect Genetic Genealogy DNA data for direct line descendants of pre1800 German speaking immigrants to the original 13 colonies which became the USA.”
9. Austria-Hungary: http://www.familytr eedna.com/gr oup-join.aspx?Group=Austria-Hungary
10. Switzerland: http://www.familytreedna.com/public/switzerland/default.aspx
11. Swiss Anabaptist: http://www.familytr eedna.com/public/Anabaptist/default.aspx
Misc. Project:
12. Adopted Project: http://www.familytreedna.com/landing/adopted-project.aspx
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MAKE SURE YOU CHECK THE
SPRING SEMINAR INFORMATION
ON PAGE 53

COMING EVENTS

January 26
April 6
June 20-22

2013
GERMAN COMMUNITY FORUM— Columbus Metropolitan Library PAGE 62
SPRING SEMINAR, Columbus Metropolitan Library—Columbus, OH PAGE 53
Palatines to America NATIONAL CONFERENCE—Albany, NY

