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hank you volunteers! Ohio Chapter is
doing well because of all the members
who are contributing to our success.
Some serve on the Board. Others serve
on committees. Some provide lectures through the
Speakers Bureau. Some donate funds to ensure
quality programs. Some are new volunteers infusing
fresh ideas into our organization, while others,
having served for longer times, provide continuity.
All are appreciated for their commitment of time
and use of talents.
The Annual Membership Meeting during the
Spring Seminar was a great time to honor a few of
those who have made contributions to our success.
Pat Berens received an Outstanding Achievement
Award for her work as Treasurer for the past four
years. Certificates of Appreciation were awarded to
Robert Rau, Ernest Thode, Nancy Ottman, and
Kenneth Smith for their service in the Speakers
Bureau. Outgoing Trustees Ann Bradford, Dan
McDonough and Bonnie Stone also received
Certificates. Ginny Poland was acknowledged for
her term as Secretary. Shelley Bishop was honored
for her work on the Heritage newsletter and Russ
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Pollitt, Library Liaison, for his help with German
Heritage week and arranging the space for the
Spring Seminar.
The election brought new members to the
Board, as well as new terms for former members.
Vern Erickson was elected for a second term as
Vice President. Former Secretary Ginny Poland is
our new Treasurer. Lori Poch is our new Recording
Secretary. Walt Bauer, Larry Bicking, Linda
Dietrich, and Geoff Warthman began terms as
Trustees.
So it looks like another great year coming
up. Our Fall Seminar is set-up for October 13 at Der
Dutchman Restaurant in Plain City with speaker Dr.
Michael D. Lacopo. A Free Workshop with speaker
Ernie Thode is scheduled for May 19 in Canton.
The German Community Forums will continue on
the fourth Saturdays at the Columbus Metropolitan
Library.
Get the most from your membership by attending
our events and becoming a volunteer!

Roberta Newcomer

Our mailing address is:

Become a Fan on
Facebook, search for
Ohio Chapter Palatines
to America.
Come check out
all of the ways you
can keep up with
us.

Or Follow us on
Twitter:
www.twitter.com/palamoh

PO Box 302 Worthington,
OH 43085
If you need directions for
accessing the “Members Only”
section on the website, contact
Roberta Newcomer
rnewcome@columbus.rr.com
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he Ohio Chapter’s 2012 Spring Seminar, held
April 28 at the Columbus Metropolitan
Library, focused on “Names, Places, &
Things.” Eight sessions gave the more than
50 participants new strategies to use in their family
history research and preservation.
Lisa Long, reference librarian at the Ohio
Historical Society Archives/Library, kicked the event
off with an overview of “Family History Resources at
OHS.” She talked about the various types of records
and newspapers, including German-language
newspapers, available on microfilm at OHS. Noting that
less than one percent of the library’s total resources are
out on the floor of the reading room, she gave some tips
for using the OHS catalog search feature. She also
encouraged patrons to ask the reference staff if they
need help or ideas for how to find materials on a
particular topic.
Kenneth Smith presented “Basics of German
Genealogical Research: What & When” to an attentive
audience. He showed examples of German registers and
emphasized the importance of knowing phonetics in
order to read them well enough to extract vital
information. To find German records, he stressed you
need to know the place of your ancestor’s origin down
to the specific town, due to the lack of country-wide
censuses and the fact that all existing civil and church
records are organized by locality.
Mark Middleton gave a comprehensive
presentation on “Personal Digital Archiving.” In a fastpaced session, he discussed what digital archiving is,
why you should do it, and the technology involved. He
covered equipment, procedures, and best practices for
preserving your photographs, audio and video
recordings, and text files. Among his recommendations
was to scan images at 600dpi and save them as TIFF,
rather than JPEG, files. Although digital archiving may
seem like a big task, he suggested that by prioritizing
and scanning your most important items first, you can
make a good start on your project.
Carrie Eldridge spoke on “Early Migration
Trails of America,” based on her series of migration
atlases. She reminded the audience that the Appalachian
Mountains posed a huge natural barrier to westward
expansion until after the Revolutionary War. Early
settlers after the War relied on rivers and Indian trails to
work their way west. Land routes, such as Zane’s Trace,
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brought more people into Ohio. She illustrated her talk
with maps showing the various trails and waterways
that settlers used.
Kenny Burk led off the afternoon sessions with
a discussion of his experiences in “So You Want to
Publish (Someday)—Writing Your Family History.”
Using examples from his own books, which he created
using Microsoft Word and an Ohio publisher, he spoke
of the many factors you need to consider when creating
a family history book. He discussed organization,
illustrations, indexes, pricing decisions, and marketing
your book.
Bob Rau presented “And Now We Are
Orphans: The Odyssey of a German Family to Russia.”
He recounted the journey of several generations of the
Bauder family, back to 1698 in the town of Pfullingen,
Wurttemberg, as seen from the perspective of a boy in
the early 1800’s. He also talked about some of the
strategies he used to research the family and gave
participants a helpful list of resources for studying
German ancestors from Russia.
Pat Berens brought everyone up-to-date on
“The Family History Free Programs Website,”
otherwise known as FamilySearch.org. She gave some
strategies for using the search function to find digitized
records and databases, and demonstrated how helpful
the Research Wiki (under the “Learn” tab) can be. She
also reviewed how to search the library catalog for
microfilmed records you can order from home to view
at a local Family History Center.
Last but certainly not least, Ernie Thode
provided the benefit of his expertise in an hour-long
question and answer session, “Ask Ernie.” He offered
thoughtful, well-researched advice for a variety of
questions pre-submitted by attendees. His list of
frequently consulted German genealogy websites and
books is certain to be a useful tool for researchers of all
levels.
As the day drew to a close, participants were
reminded to save the date for Ohio Chapter Pal Am’s
fall seminar, featuring Dr. Michael Lacopo, on October
13, 2012 at Der Dutchman Restaurant in Plain City. The
Ohio Chapter
thanks everyone who

Ginny Poland, Treasurer
(on left)
Lori Poch, Recording
Secretary (on right)
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he Long-Range Panning Committee
also approved the concept of Shelley
Bishop's proposal for Research
Consultations on German Research
with the recommendation that this by held once a
year rather than quarterly. The project is to provide
individual meetings with knowledgeable
consultants to go over an individual's own research
to point out gaps, suggest possible resources and
avenues for further research. Since this project can
not move forward with out a chairperson, it will
not appear in the 2012-2013 budget. Anyone
interested in chairing this event should contact
Shelley or me.
Ann Bradford is working on the feasibility of
working with schools to interest students in family
research. She will report to the Long-Range
Planning Committee at the next meeting.

O

hio Chapter of PalAm will offer a
new interest group on Anabaptist
ancestors, including Mennonites,
Amish, German Baptist Brethren and
all other groups that fall into this category. Some
of our ancestors began in one of these traditions
and moved on.
We would look at the various family
names and see if any of us are researching the
same names and be able to share. In talking with
other people I've learned that many of us are
working on the same names and this gives us a
chance to meet new “cousins” and share what we
have learned with each other.
All of us have become “experts” on our
families, times, places, history, etc. We would
share this also.
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This would not be a teaching group but a
group to help each other learn.
We can meet at the Columbus Library and
maybe branch out into other settings. I really like
the Brethren Library at Brookville and there is a
Mennonite Library in Ohio. For those who cannot
meet at the library I will keep notes and pass them
on. I will keep a list of names being researched
and pass them on to those who can't attend.
I have several books and will look up
names of ancestors for you. If we pool our
resources and let each know what has been useful
in our searches, this will strengthen our own
research.
First thing is to let me know if you are
interested in a group like this. Send me your email with a list of the names you are researching
along with times, places, and as much information
as you know at this time. Note that if you send me
an e-mail it will go into a list and be passed on. If
you don't want your e-mail passed out let me
know.
Ginny Poland
ginnyp1956@att.net

Geoff caught the genealogy bug while in high
school and has been researching various lines of
his family ever since. His collection of The
Palatine Immigrant starts with the summer 1979
issue, and has been a member for over 33 years.
In addition, he belongs to the Ohio Genealogical
Society, Ohio Historical Society and Lancaster
Mennonite Historical Society.

Now retired, he finally has the time to
complete the research, write the family history
and hopefully break through a brick wall or two
as well as help the Ohio Chapter.
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ach of us at times has been frustrated in the

search for our ancestors and reached a
point where we’ve said, “I’ve tried every
resource I can think of without any luck.
What do I do now?”
We suggest getting a fresh perspective by
sending your questions to Pal-Am’s Research
Services.
Among our Requests, these are some of the
questions we have received most recently:
When and where did my ancestor
arrive in America?
What more can you tell me about
my ancestor and family who settled
in New York? Pennsylvania?
Ohio? North Carolina? Virginia?
Can you tell me whom my ancestor
married (or more about that
family)?
How do I find my ancestor’s early
land records?
My ancestor is said to have
originated in Rhenish Bavaria (or
Hessen-Kassel or Kurpfalz). Where
is this today?
And the most frequent and difficult question: “the
village from which my ancestor originated.”
Answering this depends on how much
information has already been collected about the
immigrant and his family. The key is expanding
your search to those persons close to the
immigrant: his spouse’s family and his children’s
spouses’ families. Also look at the friends and
neighbor’s who witnessed his deeds, will and
sponsored the baptisms of his children.
How is focusing on these persons helpful?
They were usually relatives or close friends, most
often from the same area of Germany who share
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the same culture as the immigrant. Looking for
two surnames in the same area doubles your
chances. Your information also helps us identify
your family from others of the same surname. We
try not to duplicate your efforts and when we find
new information, we send copies (with their
citations).
If you have family letters or documents written
in German, we can translate their information for
you. The Translation Services webpage can be
accessed on our website www.palam.org under
“Research”.
Both the Translation Services Form and the
Research Request Form are available on our
webpage www.palam.org by clicking on
“Research” at the top of the opening page and then
on either of those two drop-down choices.
Guidelines for these services appear there and a
signed Request or Translation form and fee is
required to activate your Request.
If you have difficulty accessing these websites
or you wish to inquire about these services, please
send an e-mail to us at Research
Services@palam.org or a letter to the Palatines to
America office, PO Box 141260, Columbus, OH

Are you not sure how to start your family history?
Do you have a genealogy problem or “brick wall”
that seems nearly impossible to solve? Bring us
your questions and we’ll guide you to search
strategies and resources that might help you break
through those genealogical “brick walls”. Even if
you’re not sure what to ask, you’re welcome to
come to listen and learn from others. Panelists will
include representatives of the Columbus
Metropolitan Library, Franklin County
Genealogical and Historical Society, Ohio
Historical Society, and Palatines to America-Ohio
Chapter.
Date/Time: August 11 2012, 10:00 am-12:00 pm
Location: Columbus Metropolitan Library’s Main
Library Auditorium at 96 S. Grant Ave. Seating is
limited please register through CML’s “Events”
page or call 614-645-2275 for more information or
to register.
Cost: FREE

PALATINE HERITAGE
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SAVE THE DATE!
The Ohio Chapter Palatines to America
2012 Fall Seminar

“German Immigration History and Research Methods”
Saturday, October 13, 2012

9:00 AM – 3:30 PM
The Der Dutchman Restaurant in Plain City, Ohio
FEATURED SPEAKER
Dr. Michael D. Lacopo
Complete information and registration form in the next issue

OHIO CHAPTER BOARD
Ohio Chapter Officers
President: Roberta Newcomer rnewcome@columbus.rr.com
V-President: Vern Erickson vehouse@aol.com
Recording Secretary: Lori Poch loripoch@yahoo.com
Corresponding Secretary: Nancy Karchner
nkarchner@cinci.rr.com
Treasurer: Ginny Poland ginnyp1956@att.net
Membership Registrar: Tom Swinehart
tshart@greenapple.com
Past President: Mary Hess mhess138@aol.com

Trustees
Walt Bauer wbauer57@gmail.com
Larry Bicking lbicking@roadrunner.com
Arlene Castor acastor@columbus.rr.com
Linda Dietrich lindabelle@lcs.net
Ted W. Karchner tedkarchner@cinci.rr.com
Carol Swinehart ckfsmail@gmail.com
David Uhrick dauhrick@columbus.rr.com
Geoff Warthman lwarthman@att.net

Committee Chairs
Awards: Nancy Karchner
Financial: Ginny Poland
Library Liaison: Russ Pollitt russpollitt@gmail.com
Book Sales: Donna Boyce celticdonna3@sbcglobal.net
Nominations: R. Craig Bailey craigbai1@aol.com
Publications: Shelley Bishop ShelleyKB@aol.com
Programs: Vern Erickson, Bonnie Stone, Virginia Poland,
Mary Hess, Arlene Castor
Heritage Editor: Richard Uhrick ruhrick@otterbein.edu
Webmaster: Carol Swinehart

National Office
4601 N. High Street, Columbus, OH 43214 Suite C
Or by mail:
PO Box 141260, Columbus, OH 43214
614-267-4700
www.palam.org
Palatines to America is a non-profit organization dedicated to finding
the origins of German-speaking ancestors in Europe. Membership dues
per year (October 1 through September 30): USA residents • $35
individual • $40 family
Make checks payable to Membership Registrar, Palatines to America.
Payment includes both National and Chapter dues.
The OH Chapter of Pal Am publishes Palatine Heritage Newsletter
with quarterly issues in February, May, August, and November.
Published articles may be copied for non-commercial use by
genealogists or for reprint if proper credit is given: Palatine Heritage,
Ohio Chapter of Palatines to America, copyright 2010.
Queries are welcome and will be printed in two (2) successive
newsletters. Please use genealogically accepted format and
abbreviations.
Contributions to Heritage are encouraged. Articles should not exceed
600 words. If materials submitted are copyrighted, proof of
authorization to publish must be provided; sources from other
magazines must be cited so appropriate credit can be given.
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PALATINES TO AMERICA
Family History Library Research Trip
September 23 – 30, 2012

*** Salt Lake City, Utah

Registration includes 7 nights at hotel adjacent to Library with airport van service
Library Orientations and Classes, Handouts with Maps and Daily Guidance
Books, Fiche, Microfilm and Computers galore with wonderful weather
Library’s 5 floors open 8:00 AM to 9:00 PM Tues.-Sat., Mon. close 5:00 PM

Hotel restaurant plus variety area choices - Historic Sites - Specialty Shops
Set your own research pace, several optional group meals offered,
travel at your convenience air, auto or Amtrak
FEES : Member s Double r oom $410 each per son – Single room $725
Non-members fees: $460 each person double room - $775 single room
Refunds in full until June 1, with written request, $50 service fee withheld later
FEES do not include meals or transportation costs.
Hotel block of rooms is limited in number – do not delay sending deposit for a room
Written confirmations to registrants will be sent with additional information
Questions ??? Contact Group Leader, Mary Lou Delahunt, Tel: 309/344-5116
Mail checks, payable to PALATINES TO AMERICA
to M. L. Delahunt, 2691 Montague Drive, Galesburg, IL 61401-1253
----------------------------------------------------clip---------------------------------------------------

Name___________________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________

Telephone________________________ E-Mail________________________________

Check Enclosed $________Room size (please circle) Double Single Date__________
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Palatines to America 2012 Membership Application
Membership Year: 01 October 2011 to 30 September 2012
(Your member number can be found on the mailing label of any publication)
Name (1) ______________________________________ Member # _______________
Name (2) ______________________________________ Member # _______________
Street Address ______________________________________________
City/State __________________________________________________
Zip _________________ Phone _______________________________
E-mail _____________________________________________________
Chapters: Member ship Optional (Cir cle one) CO
U.S. Annual Dues (includes member ship in one chapter ):
Individual + Chapter
$35
Family + Chapter
$40
Life + Chapter
$875
Canada/Mexico Annual Dues:
Individual + Chapter
$43
Family + Chapter
$48
Life + Chapter
$875
Other Countries Annual Dues:
Individual
$50
Family
$55

IN NC NY OH PA

None

Annual Dues:________

Additional Chapter Memberships (Do not select chapter named above):
CO IL IN NC NY OH PA None
# of Chapters ____ x $8.00 (U.S.) = $_________
Canada/Mexico - $9.00, Other Countries - $15.00
Additional Chapters:________
International Members (Additional Postage):
Canada/Mexico - $8, Other Countries - $15

International Postage:________

Support the Ohio Chapter with your tax-deductible donation:
Become a Friend of the Ohio Chapter - $15
Become a Supporter of the Ohio Chapter - $50
Become a Patron of the Ohio Chapter - $100
Ohio Chapter Donation:________
National PalAm Patter Newsletter
Online at www.palam.org - No Charge
Printed Copies - $5.00

Printed Patter Option:________

Total Enclosed: ___________
Send check payable to Palatines to America to:
Palatines to America, P.O. Box 141260, Columbus, Ohio 43214
Want to renew your membership online? Go to www.oh-palam.org/ and click on Renew Now on the righthand side.

Ohio Chapter — Palatines to America Donation Form
OHIO Chapter – Palatines to America* is a non-profit organization. We invite you to support our
society’s efforts to maintain, enhance and disseminate information on German genealogy.

Yes, I want to support the Ohio Chapter’s educational efforts. Enclosed is my donation for:
$500 Goenner / Benefactor
$100 Schirmherr / Patron
$50 Anhaenger / Supporter
$15 Freund / Friend
Other $____________

Name
Address

City, State, Zip

Email

Phone

Send your tax-deductible contributions payable to:
OH Chapter – Palatines to America
P.O. Box 302
Columbus, OH 43085
Thank you for your support!
* 501 c (3) non-profit designation

You can now order microfilms online from Family Search and use them at your local family history center. After you send your order, the film will be shipped to the designated family history center. But before you
order, check to make sure that the FHL catalog does not list the film as being digitized and therefore is available
online. To order, go to www.familysearch.org/films/

OHIO Chapter PalAm
Mail Order Price List for Publications & Other Sale Items
Rev. 2/1/12
Full descriptions of all items can be seen on our website –
www.oh-palam.org/bookstore, where you may also place your order.
Beginning Genealogy
Beginning Genealogy: Start It Right! - Dr. Arta F. Johnson ... copyright 1993
The Very Basics of German Genealogy - Kenneth L. Smith ... copyright 1993
German Research
A Guide to the Spelling & Pronunciation of German Names - Dr. Arta F. Johnson … c 1981
Eighteenth Century Emigrants from Langensbold in Hesse to America – Annette Kunselman
Burgert, FGSP, FASG … copyright 1997
Eighteenth Century Emigrants from Northern Alsace to America – Annette Kunselman Burgert,
FGSP, FASG … copyright 1992
German Genealogical Research - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyright 2003
How to Read German Church Records Without Knowing Much German- Dr. Arta F. Johnson …
copyright 1980
Nineteenth Century Emigrants from Baden-Wuerttemberg, vol. 1 - Bridgitte Burkett … c 1997
Palatine Origins of Some Pennsylvania Pioneers– Annette Kunselman Burgert, FGSP, FASG …
copyright 2000
People of the Palatinate (revised edition) - Dr. Arta F. Johnson … copyright 1981, rev.1989
The German Research Companion, 3rd Edition - Riemer, Minert & Anderson … copyright 2010
The Origins, Development & Meanings of German Names - Dr. Arta F. Johnson …
copyright 1984
U.S. German Research
Civil War Genealogy - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyright 2003
Genealogical Research for GA, IL, IN, KY, MA, MD, MO, NC, NY, OH, PA, SC, TN, VA
(separate book for each state) - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyrights 1993-2005
Germans Into and Out of Ohio Before 1850 - Ernest Thode… copyright 1993
Handbook of Genealogical Sources - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyright 1996
Migrations West & Backtracking East - Dr. Arta F. Johnson With Merlin C. & Eva M. Finnell …
copyright 1984
Revolutionary War Genealogy - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyright 1997
War of 1812 Genealogy - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyright 2004
Other Items:
Tote Bags
--“Boat tote” style with PalAm logo - 17”X16”X4”
--Shoulder style with PalAm logo - 16”x14.5”x3”
--Flat - 14”x14”
T-shirts…..Large and Medium sizes
(PalAm 1999 National Conference logo on front)
PalAm National logo clipper ship pin
Clipper ship logo ball cap

$
$

6
7

$
$

10
24

$

40

$
$

15
7

$
$

27
37

$
$
$

7
30
10

$
$
$
$
$

15
15
each
6
15
7

$
$

15
15

$
$
$
$

18
13
10
7

$
$

7
5

Free shippping. Sales tax of 6.75% for OHIO RESIDENTS ONLY
To place an order, make checks payable to Ohio Chapter PalAm and mail to:
Ohio Chapter PalAm/Bookstore
PO Box 302, Worthington, OH 43085
OR go to: www.oh-palam.org/bookstore. You may pay via PayPal when ordering online.
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nly a short
distance
further
downstream,
the Moselle River joins
the Rhine at Koblenz, the
site of another toll station.
Opposite the mouth of the Fortress Ehrenbreitstein
Moselle is Fortress Ehrenbreitstein. Fortifications
were constructed here as early as 1000 BC, and a
castle was erected by Ehrenbert in 1000 AD.
Over the centuries it was extended to form a
massive fortress. Koblenz was conquered by
Napoleon’s army in 1797. Forced by hunger
during a siege lasting over a year, the fortress
was surrendered and the buildings blown up.
French forces were again stationed there
following World War
II.
At Andernach
the toll bastion,
erected between 1659
and 1661, remains
prominent on the
river’s edge. The old Andernach Toll Bastion
crane there was built from 1554
to 1561 and was used to load
millstones onto barges until
1911. Over the tops of the trees
one can see the twin square
towers of the Catholic Church
built around 1200 and the town
Watch Tower with its octagonal
top story and pointed arches erected from 1440 to
1453. All appear much the same as they would
have in 1749.
Above Bad Breisig stands Rheineck
Castle. Built early in the 12th century, it was
destroyed in 1151, rebuilt, and again destroyed in
1282. In ruins in 1749 it was again rebuilt with
new additions in 1832.
At Bad Honningen is Arenfels Castle.
Dating from 1260, portions of the castle were
later added in Gothic, Renaissance, and Baroque
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periods. Reconstructed as a
pseudo-Gothic residence
in1848 its appearance
changed. It has been called
“the castle of many
windows.”
Arefels Castle
The next toll station
was at Linz where a customs post and fortress
were built in 1365 by the Archbishop of Cologne.
Only the round corner tower and foundations
remain of the original structure, but the city gate
on the Rhine dates from the 16th century.
Further on the right
and up high on a rocky
prominence are the ruins of
Drachenfels Castle, appearing
the same as our ancestors
would have seen them. This
castle is where the legendary
Siegfried supposedly slew the
dragon and bathed in its
Drachenfels Ruins
blood to become invulnerable.
Another toll station for
the Archbishop of Cologne was
at Bonn, but no 18th century
structures are evident from the
river.
The toll station at
Cologne was under the
jurisdiction of the city
government. The majestic
cathedral towers over the left
Cologne Cathedral
bank of the river.
Officially the High Cathedral of St. Peter
and Maria, it took over 600 years to complete. In
1749, its spires would have been unfinished.
They were not completed until 1880 at which
time it was the world’s tallest building.
At the next several locations of toll
stations of the 18th century, I was unable to
discern any possible remaining structures: Zons
(due to darkness), Dusseldorf, Kaiserwerth,
Ruhrort, Orsoy and Rheinberg.
Rees was an ancient walled town with a
toll station administered by the King of Prussia.
Much of the old city wall can be seen along the
(Continued on page 28)
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(Continued from page 27)

river with several towers
and many buildings that
have an 18th century
appearance.
The next toll
station at Emmerich was
the last one in present day Rees City Wall
Germany. The last Prussian toll station was at
Lobith, a town now within The Netherlands. At
Schenkenschanz was the first Dutch toll in the 18th
century, and Dutch soldiers would have boarded
the riverboat to ensure that the Germans did not get
off prior to arriving in Rotterdam.

2012

Arnham had a toll station at the confluence
of the Ijssel and Rhine Rivers. The last toll station
before Rotterdam was at Wijk bei Durstede, where
a fortress was located. That is where the canal from
Amsterdam now crosses the “Alter Rhine.” In the
distance near the town a tower is visible above the
trees. Our guide said it is a more recent castle built
upon the foundations of the old fortress.
Although many of the castles that we saw
have been rebuilt since passed by our ancestors, I
am sure that many houses and other unidentified
structures that we saw were there when they went
down the Rhine. I am certain that the beauty of a
sunset on the Rhine is the same now as it was in
1749.
Richard Remer, “Toll Stations Along
The Rhine,” The Palatine Immigrant,
Vol. XXI, No.3, June, 1996, pp. 116126. He lists all of the Rhine toll
stations in the mid 18th century.

Wijk bei Durstede

The references to Rhine legends are
based upon those in H. A. Guerber’s
Legends of the Rhine, (New York: A.S.
Barnes & Co., 1895).

prominent on the library’s new website
www.columbuslibrary.org and is located in the
same spot no matter what section of our site that
you are on. Searching the catalog has not changed
but for those who may not have used our catalog
before I’d like to share some search hints.

Y

ou can save a lot of time doing
research at the library if you do a little
homework before your visit.
By
searching our catalog for books and
other materials at home and having your list of
titles and their call numbers* ready, you can hit the
ground running and spend your time doing research
and less time on our catalog when you visit.
Be aware that the library’s catalog is more

Keyword Searching…
A keyword search looks for any words
anywhere in a record.
On our website the catalog is prominently
featured near the top of every page of our website.
Just to the right of the catalog search box you will
see the word “Keyword” which is the default
search.
This will search the author, title and
description of a book or other items in our
collection. I recommend you begin your search
(Continued on page 29)
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using any keywords. For example, try searching
“Palatines to America” (do not include quotation
marks), then press the “enter” key on your keyboard
or click on the “Search” button on the screen. You
will get a list of items in our collection that have
those search terms anywhere in the author, title or
description of them.
Scroll through the list of titles and when you
see an item you are interested in click on the “title”
to see where it is located and if the “Local
Information” field status is “Cannot Check Out”.
Typically most of our genealogy resources will have
the “Cannot Check Out” status and you will have to
visit the Main Library’s Genealogy, History &
Travel division to use them. Some “how to”
genealogy books are available for checkout and the
“local information” field will be blank.
Here are a few suggested keyword searches
to try (remember, do not include the quotation
marks as part of your search):
“German emigrants”
“Pennsylvania genealogy”
“berks county Pennsylvania genealogy”
You can also search by specific author or
title. For example, tr y a sear ch for books by the
author, Don Tolzmann. You would enter “Don
Tolzmann” in the sear ch box, click on the ar r ow
next to “Keyword” and choose “Author” from the
pull down menu, then click on the “Search” button
or press the “Enter” key on your keyboard. You
will get a list of all items in our collection that
includes Don Tolzmann as the author or editor.
Now try a similar search to find items by
Ernie Thode. Using “Ernie” as part of his name will
get no results, so go back and try searching just his
last name “Thode” and results will show titles
written or edited by anyone with the surname
Thode, including titles by “Ernest Thode”. Now
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that you know his name you can go back to the
search box and include “Ernest” as part of your
author search, or better yet select one of the books
on the list that includes him as the author. You
should see his name in the description of the book.
Just click on his name "Ernest Thode” and the
catalog will automatically search his proper name as
the author and present a list of items for you to
review.
You can also search for a specific title or for
any words in a title. You would enter the specific
title or any words from a title in the search box,
click on the arrow next to “Keyword” and choose
“Title” from the pull down menu, then click on the
“Search” button or press the “Enter” key on your
keyboard. For example, say you want to know if we
own the specific title “People of the Palatinate” by
Arta Johnson. You would enter “People of the
Palatinate” in the sear ch box, click on the ar r ow
next to keyword and choose “Title”, then click on
the “Search” button or press the “Enter” key on your
keyboard. If we own the book it should list the title,
click on the title and see our holdings here at the
library.
You can also search for any words in a title.
For this, try searching for “Germans to America”.
You would enter “Germans to America” in the
search box, click on the arrow next to “Keyword”
and choose “Title” from the pull down menu, then
click on the “Search” button and press the “Enter”
key on your keyboard. You will get a list of all
items in our collection that includes “Germans to
America” as part of the title. Review the list and as
previously mentioned click any title that you are
interested in to view a description and our holdings
at the library.
You have access to Columbus Metropolitan
Library’s catalog 24/7 from anywhere in the world
that you can access the internet, making searching
easier and more convenient.
*Call numbers which identify where in the library a
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o you have genealogical resources
that you no longer use or need?
Maybe, like one member, you
bought a county cemetery book that
did not include the cemetery where your ancestors
are buried. Alternatively, perhaps you purchased a
county history on CD and copied what you needed,
then filed it away, never to be looked at again.
Many of us have genealogical items that are
gathering dust on the shelf because they are not
helpful to us or we have gleaned all we can from
them. You can help Ohio Chapter by donating these
items to our fall fundraiser.
A “Used Genealogical Resource Sale” will be
held during the Fall Seminar on October 13th.
Attendees will be asked to bring any genealogical

items (books, CDs, etc.) that they no longer use or
want and donate them to the sale. A form will be
provided at the registration table for the donor to
suggest a selling price for the item. Donors will
place their priced items on a designated table at the
beginning of the day so participants can look at the
items throughout the day and purchase any items
useful to them. Donors whose items were sold will
be given a receipt acknowledging the donation.
Donors whose items did not sell by the end of the
Seminar can opt to take them back or donate them
to the Chapter to sell through the Heritage or at a
future sale.
How good would it feel to know that you are
recycling something of use to someone else and
helping the Ohio Chapter at the same time? Sort
through your resources over the summer and plan
to bring an item or two to the Ohio Chapter’s Used
Genealogical Resource Sale on October 15th.
Ginny Poland, Chair

The following new Chapter members joined
between January and March, 2012

STEPHANIE FISHMAN—HILLIARD, OH

ALFRED & CAROL BAERKERCHER –
CHILLICOTHE, OH

The roster of the Ohio Chapter, Palatines to
America is now 432.

BRENDA BAKER– GREENWOOD, IN
WENDY FETTERS– MT. VERNON, OH

CAROL LUNDY– LIVONIA, MI
MICHAEL NIEDERKORM– COLUMBUS, OH
CHUCK & DOROTHY ROWLAND– HILLIARD,
OH
LINDA RUHE– WEST MIFFLIN, PA
PAUL SCHEWENE– NEWPORT, KY
CHARLES SECHLER– UPPER ARLINGTON, OH
FRED WOODS– LUDLOW, MO
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JOHN LASHER—AKRON, OH
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COMING EVENTS
June 14-16
July 21
August 11
October 8-13
October 13

NATIONAL PALAM CONFERENCE—INDIANAPOLIS, IN
OH CHAPTER BOARD MEETING—TBA
Genealogy Forum—Columbus Metropolitan Library 96 S. Grant Avenue
German Heritage Week-Columbus, OH
ATTEND THE FALL SEMINAR—Plain City, OH

