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Mission Statement
"Advance Knowledge"

1. To further
interest and
study of German
speaking
immigration in
Ohio.

2. Encourage
members to
further research
family histories
in Ohio

3. Promote
information
about life, times,
and social life of
German
speaking
emigrants and
descendents.

2012 Fall Seminar
Saturday, October 13, 2012
9:00 AM – 3:30 PM
The Der Dutchman Restaurant
445 S. Jefferson Avenue, U.S. Route 42
Plain City, Ohio 43064

“German Immigration History and
Research Methods”
FEATURED SPEAKER
Dr. Michael D. Lacopo

SEE PAGES 38-39 FOR
SCHEDULE AND
REGISTRATION FORM
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N

ow that summer is waning, it’s time
to think about plans for the fall. We
have great programs lined-up for
your education and enjoyment. Be
sure to register for our Fall Seminar on Oct. 13
with Dr. Lacopo at Der Dutchman in Plain City.
Look for an email outlining the schedule of
sessions during German Heritage Week (Oct. 9 12). The German Community Forum Series is
planned for the fourth Saturdays at the
Columbus Metropolitan Library and a Free
Workshop with Ernie Thode is scheduled for
November 10 in Steubenville.
For those of you who are too far away to
attend our gatherings, consider contributing an
article about your family research for publication
in the Heritage. Perhaps you have a German
travel story to share. We’re always looking for
articles about “My Ancestral Home Town.”
Thanks to Publications Chair Shelley Bishop for
sharing her award-winning article about Pal Am
in this issue!
Ohio Chapter members receiving
National “Meritorious Service” awards at the Pal
Am National Conference last June in
Indianapolis were: Pat Berens, Sophia Jean Hall,
Ann Miller Scott, Arlene Castor, Marilyn Logue

and Virginia Smith. Congratulations!
Next year’s National Pal Am Conference
is slated for June 20-22 in Albany, New York.
Mark your calendar now!
Do you have a Palatine ancestor who
came to New York between 1708 and 1711?
Then you are eligible to apply to become a
member of the Kocherthal Circle. [page 36]
Contact kocherthal@palam.org for application
and more information.
Volunteers are always needed in Ohio
Chapter. The Nominations Committee will begin
its work soon. Let us know if you would like to
serve on the Ohio Chapter Board or a committee.
Anybody interested in being a volunteer
photographer able to take some candid shots at
our events for publication in the Heritage? Just
let us know your talents and interest and we’ll
find a way for you to contribute to the success of
Ohio Chapter!

Roberta Newcomer

Our mailing address is:

Become a Fan on
Facebook, search for
Ohio Chapter Palatines
to America.
Come check out
all of the ways you
can keep up with
us.

Or Follow us on
Twitter:
www.twitter.com/palamoh

PO Box 302 Worthington,
OH 43085
If you need directions for
accessing the “Members Only”
section on the website, contact
Roberta Newcomer
rnewcome@columbus.rr.com
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Debora Smith Seemueller is serving a three-year
term as a Board Trustee. Debbie, born in
Cincinnati, Ohio has lived most of her life in Ohio.
She is the mother of three children, 2 daughters and
a son, and grandmother to three grandsons. She is a
graduate of Otterbein University (Westerville,
Ohio) with a degree in elementary education. She
spent six years as a special education teacher and
18 years as the office manager of a commercial
appraisal firm. Her interest in her family history,
fascination with family photos, and artifacts dates
to age 12. In 1978, as a young mother, she
seriously began to research her family. While her
father’s family has deep roots in the United States,
her grandparents on her mother’s side were both
born in Germany (Berlin area) and immigrated in
1912 and 1920 to Chicago, Illinois. Her husband’s
family has a similar profile with his mother’s
family having 150+ years in the United States and
his father being born in Germany (Ensingen,
Neckar, Württemberg) and immigrating with his
family at age 3 to Columbus, Ohio. Debbie and her
husband spent a month in Germany in September
2011, sightseeing, but also researching in Berlin
(Debbie) and meeting family and locating family
sites in the Württemberg area (Rick). Debbie is a
member of the National Genealogical Society, the
New England Genealogical Society, the Ohio
Genealogical Society, and Pal Am.
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Wendy Fetters has been appointed by the Board to
complete the third year of an unfinished term as a
Trustee. Wendy grew up in Toledo and lived or
worked in Sylvania, Ohio for 50 years. She is a
graduate of Bowling Green State University and
received her Master’s degree from the University
of Toledo. She taught special education and first
grade for “36 joyful years.” As the last member of
her family to be in the Toledo area, when she
retired, Wendy moved to central Ohio to be near
her daughter and sister. Genealogy was on
Wendy’s retirement bucket list. “After attending
two classes with Dr. Derek Davey at Lourdes
College I was hooked! I am focusing primarily on
my father's line, Fetters/Vetter and am working on
'proving' ancestry back to Konrad Vetter 1587,
Germany. My brick wall is Nicholas Mann, born
1827, Nova Scotia.” Unbelievably Wendy ended
up moving 10 miles from her mother's 4xgreat
grandparent’s family farm! Two aunts and one
uncle are in their 90's and are delighted to share
their stories of the farm. She is working with a
cousin on this line and hoping to volunteer for A
GRAVE at Bloomfield Cemetery. Wendy was
lucky to have known two great grandmothers and
four grandparents. Her other hobbies include art,
gardening and travel. Finishing out Arlene Castor’s
term, Wendy says, “I am happy to fill in this year.
What I lack in expertise I will hopefully make up
in enthusiasm to learn and the perspective of a
'newbie'.”

Columbus’ Oldest and Original Oktoberfest

The festivities begin at 4:00 pm on Saturday and at 12:00 pm on Sunday.
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T

he Governing Board of National
Palatines to America has approved the
formation of a lineage circle within its
organization. Beginning with the
Kocherthal Circle that includes those who prove
descent from the Palatine immigration in 17081711, other groups may wish to establish hereditary
circles with the approval of the Board
The name, Kocherthal Circle, was chosen to
honor Joshua Kocherthal who was the leader of the
first group of Palatines who came to New York. To
join the KOCHERTHAL CIRCLE an applicant
must be a member in good standing of Palatines to
America. Applicants must prove direct lineage
from Palatine immigrants to New York between the
years 1708-1711. A fee of $50 must accompany
the application and will be used to defray expenses
associated with the Circle.
Successful applicants will be inducted into
the Circle at the Annual meeting of National
Palatines to America. They will receive a
certificate, a pin and be listed in the Palatine
Immigrant and the Patter. They will have
opportunities for interchange of information and be
encouraged to publish in the Patter or the
Immigrant.
The PalAm website will have a Kocherthal
Circle section where there will be application forms
to fill in and download.
For application forms or additional information:
kocherthal@palam.org
Clara H. Harsh
3435 Golden Ave. #802
Cincinnati, OH 45226-2020
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I

s being redesigned with new security and
design. The “members only” area will look
different and have a different URL. Now that
the site has been updated, all members will
need to get a new password to use the "members
only” section

Directions to login to the newly redesigned
National Members Only Section:
1. Go to palam.org and click on the “Members”
button at the top of the PalAm homepage and
you will see the new login page. (Or if you
received the newsletter notification email you
can click on that link.)
2. Click on “Click here for your NEW passwordyour username and password to be e-mailed to
the address we have on file” under the
password box. DO NOT SAVE ANYTHING
TO YOUR COMPUTER. Your username and
the temporary password will be sent to your
email address on file.
Note: Your user name is your member ship
number (One letter + 4 numbers).
3. Once you receive the temporary password via
email, go back to palam.org, click on
“Members” button, then login with your
membership number and the temporary
password. You will be sent to a screen where
you will have to choose a new password to use
for the login. Passwords must be 8 to 12
characters. DO NOT SAVE THE PASSWORD
TO YOUR COMPUTER. Write it down on a
paper and keep it next to the computer.
4. Once you have completed that, you will be
logged in to the “Members only” area. Contact
the webcoordinator@palam.org with any
questions. If you do not know what email is on
file for you, send your username (National
Member Number), name and address to
webcoordinator@palam.org. These must match
the information on file to verify that you are a

2012
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ANABAPTIST INTEREST GROUP
NEEDS YOU!
If you are interested in comparing notes about your Anabaptist ancestors, then this is the
group for you. Contact Ginny Poland, ginnyp1956@att.net, to join your fellow researchers.

Palatines to America

-

Ohio Chapter

FREE WORKSHOP - November 10, 2012
Public Library of Steubenville
Schiappa Branch

4141 Mall Drive - Steubenville, OH

For more information e-mail www.ohpalamcorrespondence.org

Pre registration is not necessary

GERMAN GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH
Featured Speaker - Ernest Thode
Ernie has been manager of the local History and Genealogy Department of the
Washington County Public Library in Marietta, OH since 1992. He holds
degrees from Purdue University and masters degree in German from Stanford
University. He has authored several books including German-English
Genealogical Dictionary and Address Book for Germanic Genealogy. An
author, lecturer and teacher, Ernie’s ancestors come from Schleswig-Holstein
and Hanover.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR TODAY !
Agenda
10 am
11:15 am
12:15 pm

Session 1: Beginning Your German Research
Session 2: German Migration to America
Questions and Answers

Ohio Chapter of Palatines to America in conjunction with the Steubenville Public Library presents this
program as a public service. Everyone is welcome!
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9:00 AM
9:30

The Ohio Chapter Palatines to America
German Genealogy

10:30
11:00

2012 Fall Seminar
Saturday, October 13, 2012
9:00 AM – 3:30 PM
The Der Dutchman Restaurant
445 S. Jefferson Avenue, U.S. Route 42
Plain City, Ohio 43064

“German Immigration History and
Research Methods”

12:00 PM
1:15

FEATURED SPEAKER
Dr. Michael D. Lacopo

2:15
2:30
Dr. Michael D. Lacopo is a small-animal
veterinarian born and raised in northern Indiana.
He takes a scientific approach to his research as
he does to his trained profession. Researching
since 1980, he has lectured nationally and
appeared in numerous journals and periodicals.
A self-described “all-American mutt” who loves
his German ancestors, he has employed research
techniques that cover a broad range of
applications. He has written or co-written several
single name studies since 1985.

3:30

2012

Registration & Morning
Refreshments
Mennonite Research: The
Forgotten Swiss Germans/
Beginning Swiss Research
Learn how research techniques and
repositories in America and Europe
can help you locate your Swiss/
Anabaptist ancestors.
Mid-Morning Break and Book
Browsing
Methods for Identifying the
German Origins of
American Immigrants
If all you know from conventional
records is “Germany” as a place of
origin, then this lecture will help you
mine other resources to locate
WHERE in Germany your ancestor
came from.
Lunch Buffet: Chicken &
Roast Beef
“She Came from
Nowhere…” Incorporating
Social History Into Your
Genealogical Problem
Solving
This lecture shows the
importance of knowing the
social history of the era, a
location, and an ethnicity to
solve genealogical problems.
Afternoon Break and Book
Browsing
Deconstructing Your
Family Tree: Re-evaluating
the “Evidence”
When information passed on from
researcher to researcher doesn’t “add
up,” it’s time to tear down the walls
and rebuild anew. This lecture is
pertinent especially today with so
many Internet family trees that get
cut and pasted into our own research.
Adjournment

2012
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REGISTRATION FORM
Ohio Chapter Palatines to America Fall Seminar – October 13, 2012
Discounted Advanced Registration Deadline – October 1, 2012
Register today through this form or by using PayPal on our website: www.oh-palam.org
Member Registration Fee: $39.00 ______
Non-member Registration Fee: $49.00 ______
Student Registration Fee: $20.00 ______
Late Registration Fee (after Oct. 1st) please add: $10.00 _______
Total: _________
Program Fee Includes Lunch & Material

Name:____________________________________________ Member? Yes #_____

_____ No

Name:____________________________________________ Member? Yes #_____

_____ No

Address:________________________________________________________________
City________________________________________State:____________Zip:________
Phone_____________________________EMail:________________________________
I/We are researching the following surnames (Limit four please):
_______________________________ ______________________________
_______________________________ _______________________________
I enclose my check payable to: Ohio Chapter PalAm in the amount of $_________

Send to: Ginny Poland, 162 Imper ial Dr ive, Gahanna, OH 43230-2416 ginnyp1956@att.net
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Notice to members of the Ohio Chapter:
This will be your the last issue of the Ohio Chapter’s Heritage newsletter unless you renew your membership
by October. The PALAM membership year starts on October 1 st and ends on September 30th. The first Heritage newsletter of the membership year is published in November. If you are late in payment the chapter must
spend additional postage and copy costs to send back issues to late renewals which deducts from our program funds.
In order to receive the benefits from the Ohio Chapter, you must indicate the Ohio Chapter as your primary
or as an additional chapter on the membership application.
For your convenience, included with this newsletter is a renewal application for you to fill out and return to
our National headquarters. If you have already filled one out from another publication, paid in advance or
are a Life member you do not need to send an additional application. Your membership number appears on
the mailing label of our publications.
As an alternate to returning the application by mail, a member may renew online through the bookstore on
the chapter’s website: http://www.oh-palam.org and clicking on the “Renew” button in the r ight-hand
column on the home page.
Thank you for your cooperation,
OHIO CHAPTER BOARD
Ohio Chapter Officers
President: Roberta Newcomer rnewcome@columbus.rr.com
V-President: Vern Erickson vehouse@aol.com
Recording Secretary: Lori Poch loripoch@yahoo.com
Corresponding Secretary:
Nancy Karchner nkarchner@cinci.rr.com
Treasurer: Ginny Poland ginnyp1956@att.net
Membership Registrar:
Tom Swinehart tshart@greenapple.com
Past President: Mary Hess mhess138@aol.com

Trustees
Walt Bauer wbauer57@gmail.com
Larry Bicking lbicking@roadrunner.com
Linda Dietrich lindabelle@lcs.net
Wendy Fetters wendyfetters@gmail.com
Ted W. Karchner tedkarchner@cinci.rr.com
Debora Seemueller dseemueller@gmail.com
Carol Swinehart ckfsmail@gmail.com
David Uhrick dauhrick@columbus.rr.com
Geoff Warthman lwarthman@att.net

Committee Chairs
Awards: OPEN
Financial: Ted W. Karchnetr
Library Liaison: Russ Pollitt russpollitt@gmail.com
Book Sales: Donna Boyce celticdonna3@sbcglobal.net
Nominations: R. Craig Bailey craigbai1@aol.com
Publications: Shelley Bishop ShelleyKB@aol.com
Programs: OPEN
Heritage Editor: Richard Uhrick ruhrick@otterbein.edu
Webmaster: Carol Swinehart

National Office
4601 N. High Street, Columbus, OH 43214 Suite C
Or by mail:
PO Box 141260, Columbus, OH 43214
614-267-4700
www.palam.org
Palatines to America is a non-profit organization dedicated to finding
the origins of German-speaking ancestors in Europe. Membership dues
per year (October 1 through September 30): USA residents • $35
individual • $40 family
Make checks payable to Membership Registrar, Palatines to America.
Payment includes both National and Chapter dues.
The OH Chapter of Pal Am publishes Palatine Heritage Newsletter
with quarterly issues in February, May, August, and November.
Published articles may be copied for non-commercial use by
genealogists or for reprint if proper credit is given: Palatine Heritage,
Ohio Chapter of Palatines to America, copyright 2010.
Queries are welcome and will be printed in two (2) successive
newsletters. Please use genealogically accepted format and
abbreviations.
Contributions to Heritage are encouraged. Articles should not exceed
600 words. If materials submitted are copyrighted, proof of
authorization to publish must be provided; sources from other
magazines must be cited so appropriate credit can be given.

Palatines to America 2013 Membership Application
Membership Year: 01 October 2012 to 30 September 2013
(Your member number can be found on the mailing label of any publication)
Name (1) ______________________________________ Member # _______________
Name (2) ______________________________________ Member # _______________
Street Address ______________________________________________
City/State __________________________________________________
Zip _________________ Phone _______________________________
E-mail _____________________________________________________
Chapters: Member ship Optional (Cir cle one) CO
U.S. Annual Dues (includes member ship in one chapter ):
Individual + Chapter
$35
Family + Chapter
$40
Life + Chapter
$875
Canada/Mexico Annual Dues:
Individual + Chapter
$43
Family + Chapter
$48
Life + Chapter
$875
Other Countries Annual Dues:
Individual
$50
Family
$55

IN NC NY OH PA

None

Annual Dues:________

Additional Chapter Memberships (Do not select chapter named above):
CO IL IN NC NY OH PA None
# of Chapters ____ x $8.00 (U.S.) = $_________
Canada/Mexico - $9.00, Other Countries - $15.00
Additional Chapters:________
International Members (Additional Postage):
Canada/Mexico - $8, Other Countries - $15

International Postage:________

Support the Ohio Chapter with your tax-deductible donation:
Become a Friend of the Ohio Chapter - $15
Become a Supporter of the Ohio Chapter - $50
Become a Patron of the Ohio Chapter - $100
Ohio Chapter Donation:________
National PalAm Patter Newsletter
Online at www.palam.org - No Charge
Printed Copies - $5.00

Printed Patter Option:________

Total Enclosed: ___________
Send check payable to Palatines to America to:
Palatines to America, P.O. Box 141260, Columbus, Ohio 43214
Want to renew your membership online? Go to www.oh-palam.org/ and click on Renew Now on the righthand side.

Ohio Chapter — Palatines to America Donation Form
OHIO Chapter – Palatines to America* is a non-profit organization. We invite you to support our
society’s efforts to maintain, enhance and disseminate information on German genealogy.

Yes, I want to support the Ohio Chapter’s educational efforts. Enclosed is my donation for:
$500 Goenner / Benefactor
$100 Schirmherr / Patron
$50 Anhaenger / Supporter
$15 Freund / Friend
Other $____________

Name
Address

City, State, Zip

Email

Phone

Send your tax-deductible contributions payable to:
OH Chapter – Palatines to America
P.O. Box 302
Columbus, OH 43085
Thank you for your support!
* 501 c (3) non-profit designation

GERMAN COMMUNITY FORUM SERIES
Mark your calendars for the 2012-2013 Discussion Group. First of the series begins on
Saturday August 25th. (every 4th Sat of the month). 10 am - Noon
WE ARE MEETING THIS YEAR IN THE 3RD FLOOR BOARD ROOM (NEAR THE
GENEALOGY SECTION OF THE LIBRARY) OF CML.
Aug. 25

Surname spelling/misspelling & Historical Background of your Ancestors —

Sept. 22
Oct. 20

Demystifying Old German Script Letters easy to identify - Pat Berens
Demystifying Old German Script II Letters more difficult to identify – Pat Berens

Ken Smith

Everyone is welcome to attend... no advance registration is necessary. Watch the chapter website
for latest information at www.oh-palam.org

OHIO Chapter PalAm
Mail Order Price List for Publications & Other Sale Items
Rev. 2/1/12
Full descriptions of all items can be seen on our website –
www.oh-palam.org/bookstore, where you may also place your order.
Beginning Genealogy
Beginning Genealogy: Start It Right! - Dr. Arta F. Johnson ... copyright 1993
The Very Basics of German Genealogy - Kenneth L. Smith ... copyright 1993
German Research
A Guide to the Spelling & Pronunciation of German Names - Dr. Arta F. Johnson … c 1981
Eighteenth Century Emigrants from Langensbold in Hesse to America – Annette Kunselman
Burgert, FGSP, FASG … copyright 1997
Eighteenth Century Emigrants from Northern Alsace to America – Annette Kunselman Burgert,
FGSP, FASG … copyright 1992
German Genealogical Research - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyright 2003
How to Read German Church Records Without Knowing Much German- Dr. Arta F. Johnson …
copyright 1980
Nineteenth Century Emigrants from Baden-Wuerttemberg, vol. 1 - Bridgitte Burkett … c 1997
Palatine Origins of Some Pennsylvania Pioneers– Annette Kunselman Burgert, FGSP, FASG …
copyright 2000
People of the Palatinate (revised edition) - Dr. Arta F. Johnson … copyright 1981, rev.1989
The German Research Companion, 3rd Edition - Riemer, Minert & Anderson … copyright 2010
The Origins, Development & Meanings of German Names - Dr. Arta F. Johnson …
copyright 1984
U.S. German Research
Civil War Genealogy - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyright 2003
Genealogical Research for GA, IL, IN, KY, MA, MD, MO, NC, NY, OH, PA, SC, TN, VA
(separate book for each state) - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyrights 1993-2005
Germans Into and Out of Ohio Before 1850 - Ernest Thode… copyright 1993
Handbook of Genealogical Sources - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyright 1996
Migrations West & Backtracking East - Dr. Arta F. Johnson With Merlin C. & Eva M. Finnell …
copyright 1984
Revolutionary War Genealogy - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyright 1997
War of 1812 Genealogy - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyright 2004
Other Items:
Tote Bags
--“Boat tote” style with PalAm logo - 17”X16”X4”
--Shoulder style with PalAm logo - 16”x14.5”x3”
--Flat - 14”x14”
T-shirts…..Large and Medium sizes
(PalAm 1999 National Conference logo on front)
PalAm National logo clipper ship pin
Clipper ship logo ball cap

$
$

6
7

$
$

10
24

$

40

$
$

15
7

$
$

27
37

$
$
$

7
30
10

$
$
$
$
$

15
15
each
6
15
7

$
$

15
15

$
$
$
$

18
13
10
7

$
$

7
5

Free shippping. Sales tax of 6.75% for OHIO RESIDENTS ONLY
To place an order, make checks payable to Ohio Chapter PalAm and mail to:
Ohio Chapter PalAm/Bookstore
PO Box 302, Worthington, OH 43085
OR go to: www.oh-palam.org/bookstore. You may pay via PayPal when ordering online.
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wide variety of ethnic groups have
contributed to the fabric of Ohio since its
territorial days. Pioneers of German
descent were among the earliest settlers,
with waves of German-speaking immigrants arriving
over the years. Today, German heritage is the most
common ethnicity in the state; a full 25 percent of
Ohioans claim German ancestry, according to the
2000 U.S. Census. Nationwide, 42.8 million
Americans report German descent, making it the
largest ancestry group in the country.1 Those who are
trying to trace their German forebears and find
information on immigrant ancestors have a
tremendous resource in Palatines to America, whose
National headquarters, as well as Ohio Chapter
headquarters, are located in central Ohio.
Palatines to America German Genealogy
Society (Pal Am) is dedicated to serving all those
researching their German-speaking ancestry, with a
particular emphasis on migration from Europe to the
U.S. and Canada. Their focus encompasses not only
Germany but also other areas of central and eastern
Europe, including Switzerland, Austria, Luxembourg,
and Poland, as well as families who spent time in
Ireland, England, or Russia before arriving in North
America. The society derives its name from the
Palatinate region in the central Rhine Valley of
Germany, as the original founders of Pal Am were all
descendants of immigrants from that region.
Palatines to America has been amassing a
huge collection of resources on German population
and immigration records and research aids since its’
founding in Columbus in 1975. The collection
represents a joint effort between the national society
and the Ohio
Chapter. In 2009
Pal Am moved
its

2012

collection of nearly 5,000 reference works to the
Columbus Metropolitan Library (CML), located at 96
S. Grant St. in downtown Columbus, where it is now
readily accessible to the public. The Pal Am
resources can be found in the Genealogy, History and
Travel Department on the library’s third floor.
According to Russ Pollitt, Genealogy Subject
Specialist at CML, many of the society’s holdings
have been integrated into the department’s main
collection of state and county materials and family
histories. The Pal Am collection added about 700
published family histories to the CML shelves. In
addition to Ohio, Pal Am contributions of state
records were particularly strong for Pennsylvania,
Virginia, and New York, areas of heavy German
immigration in the 18th and 19th centuries.
However, a significant number of Pal Am’s
more unique resources have been maintained as a
separate, special collection at CML, shelved in two
center rows within the department. These include
guides to church and civil records in Germany, maps
and atlases, guides to German language and script,
histories of Germanic regions in Europe and
settlements in America, immigration/emigration
records, hard-to-find guides to German genealogical
research, and periodicals of numerous Germanic
societies. Immigration record sources include the
complete set of Germans to A merica by Glazier and
Filby and the seven-volume Wuerttemberg
Emigration Index. The Meyers Orts gazetteer and an
extensive assortment of German name dictionaries
are frequently used resources. Various
Kirchenbuchern (Lutheran, Reformed, and Catholic
church register books) and Ortssippenbuchern
(community family register books) are another
unusual hallmark of the collection. All holdings are
searchable by title, author, or keyword through the
library catalog at <http://columbuslibrary.org/
genealogy>. Library patrons are also able to browse
the surname files compiled by Pal Am over the past
thirty years. Duplicates of materials CML already
owned have been donated to the Ohio Genealogical
Society Library.
Even though its library collection is now at
CML, Palatines to America maintains a headquarters
for membership services and research consultations
at 4601 N. High St. in Columbus. The office is open
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
and other times by appointment (it is advisable to call
(Continued on page 45)
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(Continued from page 44)

ahead at 614-267-4700 for a research consultation).
The primary resources located in the office are:
Immigrant Ancestor Files—18
alphabetical volumes of forms submitted on
members’ immigrant ancestors, including details
about birth, marriage, death, parentage,
immigration, naturalization, church affiliation,
spouse, and children. These forms are in the process
of being scanned and placed on the members-only
section of the National Pal Am web site at <http://
www.palam.org>, where images will be searchable
and printable;
Ancestor Charts—15 volumes of membersubmitted five-generation pedigree charts (some go
well beyond five generations), containing over
120,000 names, indexed within each volume. A
searchable online database to all but the most recent
volumes is available in the members-only section of
the above web site; you may search by surname,
full name, spouse, or member number;
Back issues—copies of previous volumes
of The Palatine Immigrant are available for
purchase. A surname index of published Immigrant
Ancestor listings that appeared in the journal
between 1975 and 1995 is accessible to members
online (as yet there is no public index to more
recent issues);
Map collection—historic and current
maps of Germanic regions; and
Manuscript collections—includes the
extensive research files of Dr. Arta Johnson,
Cornelius E. Koppenheffer, Robert FairchildHeltmann, the Utz Family, and Robert Rudy.
For those unable to come to Columbus, or
those needing additional help from people most
experienced in using these records, Pal Am offers
research services by mail for a fee. Two types of
mail-order requests—“Quick Copy” and “Limited
Research”—are available; details and forms are on
the society’s web site listed above. You do not have
to be a member to place a request. The full range of
Pal Am sources, including those now at CML, are
used in fulfilling inquiries. Members may also be
able to arrange limited document translation
services by contacting the society.
Palatines to America publishes two national
periodicals. The Palatine Immigrant is a scholarly
journal designed to facilitate the study of emigration
of German-speaking people to North America. It
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contains book reviews, case studies, articles on
methodology and sources, a popular question-andanswer column by Marietta resident and German
scholar Ernest Thode, and abstracts of members’
Immigrant Ancestor submissions. “The Palatine
Patter” is a quarterly newsletter that keeps members
informed about upcoming events, society news,
queries, and other items of interest. The society
holds a National Conference and Annual Meeting
each year. Pal Am also participates in the Ohio
Genealogical Society Conference and the National
Genealogical Society Conference.
Pal Am members are given a choice of
affiliation with one of seven state chapters. The
Ohio Chapter is dedicated to furthering the study of
German-speaking immigration and heritage in
Ohio, as well as promoting family history research
in general. The chapter publishes its own quarterly
newsletter, “Palatine Heritage.” It also offers a free
monthly German Community Forum Series at the
Columbus Metropolitan Library, with topics such as
“De-Mystifying the Old German Script.”
Periodically, the Ohio Chapter sponsors free
workshops on German genealogical research
throughout Ohio. The chapter hosts daylong state
seminars in both spring and fall. John T. Humphrey,
CG, award-winning author and lecturer on German
genealogy, was the featured speaker at the 2009 Fall
Seminar in Columbus. The Ohio Chapter does not
have a physical headquarters but does maintain its
own mailing address and web site at
<http://www.oh-palam.org>. The web site has
recommendations and links for genealogical
research, the Ohio Chapter Ancestor Registry,
chapter events, selected articles from the newsletter,
and an online bookstore.
The multi-faceted resources compiled by
Palatines to America offer plentiful research
opportunities for those tracing their German
ancestry.
Notes:
1. Angela Brittingham and G. Patricia de la Cruz,
“Ancestry: 2000, Census 2000 Brief” (June 2004), U.S.
Census Bureau, Census 2000 special tabulation;
electronic edition
(http://www.census.gov/prod/2004pubs/c2kbr-35.pdf :
accessed 12 February 2010), Figure 2 (national) and
Table 3 (states).

Editor's Note: This article is reprinted with permission
from the Ohio Genealogy News, Vol. 41, No. 4 (Winter
2010).
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USED RESOURCE SALE!
13 OCTOBER, 2012
DURING THE FALL SEMINAR
A “Used Genealogical Resource Sale” will be held during the Fall Seminar on
October 13th. Attendees will be asked to bring any genealogical items (books, CDs,
etc.) that they no longer use or want and donate them to the sale. A form will be
provided at the registration table for the donor to suggest a selling price for the item.
Donors will place their priced items on a designated table at the beginning of the day so
participants can look at the items throughout the day and purchase any items useful to
them. Donors whose items were sold will be given a receipt acknowledging the
donation. Donors whose items did not sell by the end of the Seminar can opt to take
them back or donate them to the Chapter to sell through the Heritage or at a future sale.

The following new Chapter members joined between May and July, 2012

GORDON & NANCY BELCHER-- GAHANNA, OH
TOM BOGEN – COLUMBUS, OH
ANGELA DURGIN– GAHANNA, OH
KENNETH & BRENDA KNAPP– SHELBY, OH

JEANNE MIDDLETON– HILLIARD, OH
JAMES & LINDA SHURTLEFF– CANFIELD, OH

The roster of the Ohio Chapter, Palatines to America is now 441

2012
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Income
Board Meeting Reimburse

Budget
200.00

Donations

1,000.00

Fall Seminar

2,500.00

Interest Income (checking and savings)

50.00

Member Dues - forward to national

200.00

Member Dues – OH Chapter

3,000.00

Miscellaneous Income

70.00

OH Sales Tax Received

30.00

Bookstore Sales

450.00

Spring Seminar

1,350.00

Total Income

8,850.00

Expenses
Bank Charges/Fees
Board Meeting Expense
Bonding Expense
Bulk Mailing Fee
Chapter Officers Expense
Committee Chair Expense
Fall Seminar Expense
Free Workshop Expense
Heritage (newsletter) Printing
Heritage (newsletter) Postage Expense
Membership Dues – forward to national
Miscellaneous Expense
Ohio Sales Tax
PayPal Expense
Post Office Box
Printing/Copy Expense
Rent Expense
Bookstore Purchases
Special Programs Expense
Spring Seminar Expense
Website Expense
Total Expenses
Net Income

Budget
50.00
200.00
100.00
100.00
300.00
270.00
2,500.00
200.00
1,800.00
250.00
200.00
100.00
30.00
50.00
50.00
200.00
400.00
300.00
100.00
1,350.00
300.00
8.850.00
0.00

Passport applications 75 years old or more are available for viewing and may include date of
arrival in the US as well as naturalization. Paper copies of passport applications, 1795 - March
1925, can be ordered by mail from:

National Archives and Records Administration
Attn: Archives I Research Support Branch (NWCC1)
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

A declaration of intention is a document filed in a court by an alien who intended to become a
US citizen. It could also be a declaration filed by a couple in a local court, indicating their
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WATCH FOR THE COMMUNITY
FORUM SERIES TO BEGIN IN
AUGUST-PAGE 42

COMING EVENTS
Watch your email and check the website www.ohpalam.org for more information.
The Main Library will host evening workshops beginning Tuesday October 9, at 7pm
The Branch Libraries will host the day workshops at New Albany, Dublin, Reynoldsburg, and Whetstone Branches
from 1pm – 2:30 pm.
Speakers will be:
Jayne Davis, fr om Fr anklin County Genealogical & Histor ical Society
Nancy Ottman, a long time member of Pal Am
Russ Pollitt, genealogy specialist at CML and libr ar y liaison to the Ohio Chapter of PalAm
Debra Nowell, a member of Fr anklin County Genealogical & Histor ical Society
Sept. 15
Sept. 22
Sept. 23-30
Sept. 29
Oct. 8-13
Oct. 13
Oct. 20

National PalAm Board Meeting, Columbus Metropolitan Library—Columbus, OH
German Community Forum—See page 42
Research trip to Salt Lake City —mldhunt2691@gmail for more information
Indiana Chapter Fall Workshop—-Indianapolis , IN see the chapter page on www.palam.org
German Heritage Week—Columbus, OH
ATTEND THE FALL SEMINAR—Plain City, OH
German Community Forum—See page 42

