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Mission Statement
"Advance Knowledge"

1. To further
interest and
study of German
speaking
immigration in
Ohio.

2. Encourage
members to
further research
family histories
in Ohio

3. Promote
information
about life, times,
and social life of
German
speaking
emigrants and
descendents.

Annual Spring Seminar
NAMES, PLACES &
THINGS
At the Columbus metro library main branch
Co-Hosts: Columbus Metropolitan Library
Franklin County Genealogical & Historical Society

Date: April 28, 2012

9 am to 4 pm

Fee: $35 for members - $20 for students - $40 for non-members
Everyone is welcome to attend
(Fee covers a boxed lunch, refreshments & handouts)

SEE PAGE 10 FOR REGISTRATION FORM
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Von den Präsidentinnentisch
Welcome to a new year of
German Genealogy!

W

inter is such a good time
to stay indoors and work
on one’s genealogy.
There’s time for rereading the documents you found over the summer
and fall… and, of course, time to file them where
you can find them again! Perhaps you can sit by the
fire and think about that brick wall and develop a
different way to approach it. It might be a good time
for you to plan next summer’s research trip, maybe
back to Germany. How about writing an article
about your ancestor’s hometown for the May issue
of the Heritage? If you’re in central Ohio, there are
the Saturday German Forum discussions at the
Columbus Library to attend. See the topics on page
14. My goal is to make a list of all the leads I need
to follow up at the library when the weather breaks.
One thing I hope you’ll do is sign up for our Spring
Seminar. Mary Hess and her committee have
planned another opportunity for you to hear a
variety of knowledgeable speakers plus the chance

to “Ask Ernie” those questions you have been
meaning to ask.
Be sure to read about the nominees for the
Ohio Chapter Board on page 5. The election will be
held at the Annual Membership meeting during the
Spring Seminar. We look forward to working with
them in 2012. Be sure to send them your ideas on
ways the Ohio Chapter can better serve you. Special
thanks go to Pat Berens, Ann Bradford, and Dan
McDonough who have completed their terms on the
Board. We are grateful for their multi-year service
to Ohio Chapter. The Board will miss them!
The National Pal Am Board is busy
preparing for the Conference in Indianapolis. Mark
June 14-16 on your 2012 calendar. The speakers,
networking and vendors all make attending
worthwhile. Hope to see you there!
In the meantime, stay warm and look
forward to the 2012 Spring Seminar.

Roberta Newcomer

Our mailing address is:

Become a Fan on
Facebook, search for
Ohio Chapter Palatines
to America.
Come check out
all of the ways you
can keep up with
us.

Or Follow us on
Twitter:
www.twitter.com/palamoh

PO Box 302 Worthington,
OH 43085
If you need directions for
accessing the “Members Only”
section on the website, contact
Roberta Newcomer
rnewcome@columbus.rr.com

D

ating from the 13th
century, Rheinstein
Castle was never
destroyed by
warfare, but after much
deterioration it was rebuilt in the
1800s. Nearly 1,000 years old,
Reichenstein Castle was once a

Reichenstein Castle
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Rheinstein Castle

stronghold of a robber
baron, who preyed upon
river travelers and
shippers.
After destruction by the
Rhenish Town League in
1253, it was rebuilt by the
robber baron, only to be
destroyed again by King

Rudolf von Habsburg in
1282 to put an end to the
robber baron. Likely in
ruins in 1749, it was rebuilt
again in the 1800s.
Around the next
bend is Sooneck Castle.
Another den of the robber
Sooneck Castle
knights, it was also
destroyed by King Rudolf and the robber knight
executed. Rebuilt during the next century, it was
destroyed again by
French troops in 1689
and was not restored
again until the 19th
century by the
Hohenzollern family.
We next come to
Burg Hohneck. Built
in the 13th century it
Burg Hohneck with 11th century
too
was destroyed in
church in Niederheimbach
the struggle with the
robber barons, later rebuilt, and destroyed again by
the French forces in 1689. On the right bank is the
ruin of Nollig Castle which is probably unchanged

since passed by our
ancestors. Another
medieval castle
destroyed in 1689 is
Furstenberg above the
village of
Rheindiebach. Never
restored, our ancestors
would have seen it
about the same as it is
Furstenberg ruins
today.
At Bacharach our ancestors would have had
to pay another toll.
The 14th century fortifications of the town
can still be seen with original towers well preserved.
Rebuilt, Stahleck Castle overlooks the town now, but
when our ancestors were there it would have been in

Werner chapel ruins, left and Stahleck castle, right

ruins. When it was blown up
in 1689, the debris destroyed
the Gothic Werner Chapel
whose ruins are visible from
the river.
Around the next bend
at the town of Kaub is
another famous toll station
and island fortress, “The

Pfalz castle toll station

Pfalz.” Tolls
were imposed
here until
1867. Above
Schönberg Castle
the town is
Burg Gutenfels dating back to the early part of the
13th century.
Overlooking the town of Oberwesel is 1,000Loreley Siren year-old Schönberg Castle. In 1984 Myrna
and I spent a fascinating two nights at the
castle. There is also a small street named
Hartel in Oberwesel. A sharp turn in the
river to the left brings us to the steep rocky
(Continued on page 12)
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members’ ancestors and place of origin.
The Board is indeed grateful for Jean’s longterm contribution to Ohio Chapter.
We’ll miss you, Jean!

A

t its January
Meeting, the
Ohio Chapter
Board accepted
with regret the resignation of
Sophia Jean Hall as a
Trustee. For over 30 years,
her tireless work and support, both in volunteer hours
and donations, helped the Ohio Chapter become the
most active chapter within Pal Am.
Jean joined Pal Am in 1977 during the early
years of the organization. Becoming an active member
right away, she organized the first Pal Am library and
their files. She also served as National’s Membership
Registrar and later, for many years, was the Ohio
Chapter’s Membership Registrar.
Jean was part of every National Conference
hosted by the Ohio Chapter, taking care of registrations,
making nametags and setting-up a process to keep
counts for meals and tours. Jean was also instrumental
in initiating the map project that is now on CD
(available in the bookstore). The project follows our

L

inda Dietrich accepted the appointment to
complete Jean Hall’s term as Trustee. Linda
became interested in family history about
the age of 10 when she discovered a
newspaper clipping about her great-great-grandfather,
John Dietrich, who emigrated from Bavaria and settled
in Reading, Ohio. She and her mother have been
researching and telling the
stories of their ancestors for
20 years, including
publishing a book on the
Dietrich family. Linda’s
company, Legacy Jewels,
offers individual
consultation, research, and
publishing services. She is a
member of several
genealogical and historical
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VERN ERICKSON—VICE-PRESIDENT
is nominated for a second term as VicePresident and Chair of the Program
Committee. He holds a Master’s Degree in
Business-Health Services Administration
from the University of Wisconsin. He used
that education in various planning, finance and
business development and operations at several
hospitals, a trade association and medical practices. In
addition, to the past two years as Ohio Chapter VicePresident, his leadership and experience includes:
President of Kiwanis (Dayton), and a member of the
board for Big Brothers/Big Sisters. Heritage books
published three books based on his genealogical work.
LORI POCH—RECORDING
SECRETARY
While she is a newer member of Pal Am,
Lori is a long-time member of the
Cumberland Trail Genealogical Society in
Belmont County, Ohio. She has served as
president of that society and co-edited a book on
Belmont County cemeteries. Lori holds a Masters in
Business Administration with a focus on leadership
from Wheeling Jesuit University, and has worked in
administration at Trinity Medical Center’s Heart
Center in Steubenville for over 10 years. She also was
a board member of the Greater Wheeling Chapter of
Association for Information Technology Professionals
for many years. Lori is researching three German
family lines, the Poch, Boehnlein, and Schockey
families.
VIRGINIA (GINNY) POLAND—
TREASURER
A long-time member of Pal Am, Ginny
served as the National Membership
Registrar from 2006 to 2009. In 2010,
she joined the Ohio Chapter Board as
Corresponding Secretary. Since attending a DNA
session at the 2008 National Pal Am Conference,
Ginny has been an enthusiastic advocate and has
found confirmation of at least one ancestor via this
means. She has seven children, ten grandchildren, and
eight great-grandchildren.
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WALTER (WALT) BAUER—TRUSTEE
Born and raised in Urbana, Ohio, Walt
graduated from Capital University in 1961
with a BS in Mathematics and from The
Ohio State University in 1970 with an MBA
in Finance. He also earned a certificate in
meteorology from Texas A&M in 1963. He served on
active duty in the U.S. Air Force (1961-1968) and the
Ohio Air National Guard (1969-1988) as a weather
officer and unit commander. He worked at The Ohio
State University (1974-2005) as a fiscal officer in
various departments. He sings in the Ohio Village
singers and church choir, volunteers for Meals-onWheels and as an AARP tax preparer. German names
he is researching are Bauer, Bechtel, Longacre,
Roudenbush, Bauman, Weiss, Latshaw, Burkhard,
Gehman, Snyder, and Gingrich, Yoder, Hertzler,
Byler, and Hertzler (all his great great- grandparents);
and Yochum, Heiserman, Pfeiffer, and Krause (for his
wife, Faith).
LAURENCE (LARRY) BICKING—
TRUSTEE
Larry is experienced in public
administration, including property and
facilities management, parks and
recreation, and open space and infrastructure
financing. He is active in the community as a
volunteer and in governance with several
organizations. His Palatine surnames of interest are
Bicking, “Bocking, Bickin, Buecking”, Unvergazt,
Roos, and Sigel.
REV. JOHN GRAY—TRUSTEE
After being appointed to a one-year term in
2011 as a Trustee, John is seeking an
elected three-year term on the Board. As a
genealogist, John founded the 4-H
Genealogy Day at the Ohio State Fair, offered
genealogy instruction for area libraries, and indexed
and copied local church historical records. He has
served as President of the Franklin County
Genealogical and Historical Society, and the Union
County Genealogical Society. A long-time member of
Pal Am, John’s research includes the following direct
line ancestors: Schleich/Slyslyh, Trill/Drill, Volk,
Sager/Seeger, Hess, Hentze/Hensel.

Palatines to America 2012 Membership Application
Membership Year: 01 October 2011 to 30 September 2012
(Your member number can be found on the mailing label of any publication)
Name (1) ______________________________________ Member # _______________
Name (2) ______________________________________ Member # _______________
Street Address ______________________________________________
City/State __________________________________________________
Zip _________________ Phone _______________________________
E-mail _____________________________________________________
Chapters: Member ship Optional (Cir cle one) CO
U.S. Annual Dues (includes member ship in one chapter ):
Individual + Chapter
$35
Family + Chapter
$40
Life + Chapter
$875
Canada/Mexico Annual Dues:
Individual + Chapter
$43
Family + Chapter
$48
Life + Chapter
$875
Other Countries Annual Dues:
Individual
$50
Family
$55

IN NC NY OH PA

None

Annual Dues:________

Additional Chapter Memberships (Do not select chapter named above):
CO IL IN NC NY OH PA None
# of Chapters ____ x $8.00 (U.S.) = $_________
Canada/Mexico - $9.00, Other Countries - $15.00
Additional Chapters:________
International Members (Additional Postage):
Canada/Mexico - $8, Other Countries - $15

International Postage:________

Support the Ohio Chapter with your tax-deductible donation:
Become a Friend of the Ohio Chapter - $15
Become a Supporter of the Ohio Chapter - $50
Become a Patron of the Ohio Chapter - $100
Ohio Chapter Donation:________
National PalAm Patter Newsletter
Online at www.palam.org - No Charge
Printed Copies - $5.00

Printed Patter Option:________

Total Enclosed: ___________
Send check payable to Palatines to America to:
Palatines to America, P.O. Box 141260, Columbus, Ohio 43214
Want to renew your membership online? Go to www.oh-palam.org/ and click on Renew Now on the righthand side.

Ohio Chapter — Palatines to America Donation Form
OHIO Chapter – Palatines to America* is a non-profit organization. We invite you to support our
society’s efforts to maintain, enhance and disseminate information on German genealogy.

Yes, I want to support the Ohio Chapter’s educational efforts. Enclosed is my donation for:
$500 Goenner / Benefactor
$100 Schirmherr / Patron
$50 Anhaenger / Supporter
$15 Freund / Friend
Other $____________

Name
Address

City, State, Zip

Email

Phone

Send your tax-deductible contributions payable to:
OH Chapter – Palatines to America
P.O. Box 302
Columbus, OH 43085
Thank you for your support!
* 501 c (3) non-profit designation

You can now order microfilms online from Family Search and use them at your local family history center. After you send your order, the film will be shipped to the designated family history center. But before you
order, check to make sure that the FHL catalog does not list the film as being digitized and therefore is available
online. To order, go to www.familysearch.org/films/
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T

he National Genealogical Society will be holding their Annual Conference in the Duke Energy
Convention Center in Cincinnati, May 9 – 12. Pal Am is pleased to be sponsoring a luncheon during
the conference on Thursday, May 10 at 12: 15 pm. Dr. Marianne S. Wokeck will speak on “Framing
Genealogy: How Family Research Enriches the Ways in Which We See the World.” Her talk will
explore how combining research on many kinship networks can illuminate views of the past and lead to a
better understanding of the present.
NGS will offer a full track on German research before and after the luncheon on Thursday. Sessions
include: “What’s a Palatine Anyway?” (James Beidler), “So You’ve Found Your German Town of Origin:
Now What?” (Teresa McMillin), “The ‘www’ of German Genealogy” (John Humphrey), “German Marriage
Laws and Customs” (Warren Bittner), and “Contrasting German Migrations: 18th vs. 19th Century” (James
Beidler).
On Friday, May 11, John Humphrey will offer a session titled “German
Language Skills for the Genealogist.” On Saturday, May 12, he will present a
special four-hour workshop on “The Fraktur Typeface: An Obstacle to German
Research That Can Be Overcome.” This workshop carries an additional fee and
requires pre-registration. The NGS Conference will also offer numerous sessions
specific to researching ancestors in Ohio and neighboring states. For more
information and registration, go to www.ngsgenealogy.org.

OHIO CHAPTER BOARD
Ohio Chapter Officers
President: Roberta Newcomer rnewcome@columbus.rr.com
V-President: Vern Erickson vehouse@aol.com
Recording Secretary: Ginny Poland ginnyp1956@att.net
Corresponding Secretary: Nancy Karchner
nkarchner@cinci.rr.com
Treasurer: Patricia Berens pberens@columbus.rr.com
Membership Registrar: Tom Swinehart
tshart@greenapple.com
Past President: Mary Hess mhess138@aol.com

Trustees
Rev. John Gray revjgray@wowway.com
Ann Bradford genie@iwaynet.net
Arlene Castor arlene.castor@att.net
Linda Dietrich lindabelle@lcs.net
Ted W. Karchner tedkarchner@cinci.rr.com
Daniel E. McDonough mcdonagh17@aol.com
Bonnie S. Stone mebonnie@embarq.com
Carol Swinehart ckfsmail@gmail.com
David Uhrick dauhrick@columbus.rr.com

Committee Chairs
Awards:
Financial: Pat Berens
Library Liaison: Russ Pollitt russpollitt@gmail.com
Nominations: R. Craig Bailey craigbai1@aol.com
Publications: Shelley Bishop ShelleyKB@aol.com
Programs: Vern Erickson, Bonnie Stone, Virginia Poland,
Mary Hess, Arlene Castor
Heritage Editor: Richard Uhrick ruhrick@otterbein.edu
Webmaster: Carol Swinehart

National Office
4601 N. High Street, Columbus, OH 43214 Suite C
Or by mail:
PO Box 141260, Columbus, OH 43214
614-267-4700
www.palam.org
Palatines to America is a non-profit organization dedicated to finding
the origins of German-speaking ancestors in Europe. Membership dues
per year (October 1 through September 30): USA residents • $35
individual • $40 family
Make checks payable to Membership Registrar, Palatines to America.
Payment includes both National and Chapter dues.
The OH Chapter of Pal Am publishes Palatine Heritage Newsletter
with quarterly issues in February, May, August, and November.
Published articles may be copied for non-commercial use by
genealogists or for reprint if proper credit is given: Palatine Heritage,
Ohio Chapter of Palatines to America, copyright 2010.
Queries are welcome and will be printed in two (2) successive
newsletters. Please use genealogically accepted format and
abbreviations.
Contributions to Heritage are encouraged. Articles should not exceed
600 words. If materials submitted are copyrighted, proof of
authorization to publish must be provided; sources from other
magazines must be cited so appropriate credit can be given.
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Sponsored by
PALATINES TO AMERICA – OHIO CHAPTER
And
STARK COUNTY DISTRICT LIBRARY

STARK COUNTY DISTRICT LIBRARY
McKINLEY ROOM
715 MARKET AVENUE NORTH
CANTON, OHIO 44702
10:00 AM – 12:30PM
This program is free; however, registration is requested
Please phone (330) 458-2765 (After April 1, 2012) to reserve a seat

German Genealogy Workshop
with

Ernest Thode has been manager of the Local History and
Genealogy Department of the Washington County Public
Library in Marietta, Ohio since 1992. He holds degrees from
Purdue University and a Masters degree in German from
Stanford University. He has authored several books, including
German-English Genealogical Dictionary, Address Book for
Germanic Genealogy and Genealogy At A Glance. His “ Ask
Ernie” column is a popular feature in The Palatine Immigrant. A
Lecturer and teacher, Ernie’s ancestors come from SchleswigHolstein and Hanover.
10:00 AM Session 1 – Beginning Your German Research
11:15 AM Session 2 - German Migration to America
12:15 PM - Questions and Answers

The Ohio Chapter of the Palatines to America in
conjunction with The Stark County District Library presents
this program as a public service. Everyone is welcome.
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Spring Seminar
and Annual Membership Meeting

Names, Places & Things
Date: April 28, 2012

9 AM – 4 PM

Columbus Metropolitan Library - 96. S. Grant Avenue
Co-hosted with Columbus Library & Franklin CO Genealogical & History Society

Speakers and Topics
Lisa Long Resour ces available at the Ohio Histor y Society Ar chives
Ken Smith Basic Ger man Genealogical Resear ch
Mark S. Middleton Per sonal Digital Ar chiving
Carrie Eldridge Ear ly Migr ation Tr ails of Amer icans
Kenny Burck So you Want to Publish your family histor y
Robert Rau Case Study of Resear ching Ger mans to Russia
Patricia Berens Fr ee Pr ogr ams Offer ed by Family Sear ch
Ernest Thode “Ask Er nie” Questions and Answer Session
MEMBER FEE: $35 non Member $40
Students $20
Fees include boxed lunch – list any special dietary needs
DEADLINE for Registering

April 16, 2012

(add $10 late fee after this date)

NAME ___________________________________________________Mbr #________Non___

NAME ___________________________________________________Mbr #________Non___
ADDRESS _________________________________________Phone_____________________
CITY ______________________ STATE _____ E-Mail ________________________________
Researching Surname (please Print)
______________________________________

________________________________________

______________________________________

________________________________________

Send to: Ohio Chapter Pal Am PO Box 302 Worthington, OH 43085
Enclosed $ ________

If Paying thru PayPal add $3 for handling charges at
www.oh-palam.org Bookstore

I plan on attending “Ask Ernie” workshop. My question is ____________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

If you are planning to attend “Ask Ernie” workshop, please send your question in the
space provided above. Keep your question limited to 25 words or less.

2012
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enealogists across the country are eagerly
awaiting the release of the 1940 US
Census on April 2, 2012. This census
will provide a way for researchers to
make new connections to the past from a huge and
relatively recent database of over 130 million U.S.
residents. In the previous issue of the Palatine
Heritage, we looked at the questions that
enumerators asked and the kinds of information that
researchers might get from the 1940 Census. This
time, we’ll discuss how you can access the 1940
Census from home and the forthcoming efforts to
index this massive set of records.
Unlike previous censuses, the 1940
enumeration will not be released on microfilm.
Instead, it has been digitized and will be released
online with free access to all. The National Archives
and Records Administration (NARA) announced in
November 2011 that it has selected Archives.com to
host the official digital images of the 1940 Census.
Archives.com will build a website for researchers to
browse, view, and download images from the
census. According to Archives.com, “The collection
will consist of 3.8 million images that the National
Archives scanned from over four thousand rolls of
microfilm. Public access to the images will not
require payment or registration, and will be
available to any person with internet access.”
At the time of its launch, the 1940 Census
will not be indexed. It will, however, be browsable
by locality criteria, including address, Enumeration
District (ED), and geographic location.
“Researchers will be able to browse images by ED
number directly, or use address or geographic
information to locate the appropriate census
schedule,” Archives.com assures. For current
information about the project, see
www.archives.com/1940census.
To create an index as quickly and effectively
as possible, Archives.com will join forces with
Family Search International and findmypast.com.
This unprecedented collaboration will use volunteer
indexers to make and publish a searchable every
name index to the collection. Dubbed the “1940 US
Census Community Project,” the effort has already
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generated pledges of volunteer support from
numerous organizations, including the National
Genealogical Society, the Federation of
Genealogical Societies, and the Ohio Genealogical
Society. Digital images of the census and the every
name index, once created, will be available at no
cost on the websites of all three of the collaborators:
www.archives.com, www.familysearch.org, and
www.findmypast.com.

In addition, Ancestry.com has also
announced that it will make digital images of the
1940 Census available for free on its website,
www.ancestry.com, from the release date to the end
of 2013. Ancestry.com will be creating its own
independent index of the census that, when
complete, will allow the records to be searched by
more than 45 fields. Users will not be required to
register or subscribe in order to view the collection
or its index, which will be accessible from any
computer with an internet connection.
No one knows exactly how long it will take
to develop a comprehensive index to the 1940
Census. An estimate of six months or more is
commonly cited. Until an index becomes available,
researchers are encouraged to use an innovative
finding aid developed by Steve Morse called the
Unified 1940 Census ED Finder. Morse’s technique
will help users determine the ED for their locations
using a variety of tools. A simple, unified search
form and links to the census images for the target
ED should help researchers browse a smaller set of
images and find their families more quickly. The
tool is available at Morse’s One-Step Website,
www.stevemorse.org.

The release of the 1940 Census promises to
be a major event for family history researchers this
year. Fortunately, widespread free access and a
commitment by leading genealogical organizations
to develop high quality indexes as quickly as
possible will make finding specific records easier.
Keep an eye on the websites mentioned in this
article for further announcements as the release date
grows closer.
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(Continued from page 3)

formation of the
Loreley, made famous
by the legend of the
beautiful Siren who
lured unsuspecting
sailors to crash their
boats into the rocks
below.
The river
Rheinfels Castle
makes a right turn
around the Loreley, and we come to St. Goar, site of a
toll station under the dominion of Hesse-Rheinfels and
below massive Rheinfels Castle. Nearly opposite on
the right bank is St. Goarsheim where there is more
evidence of a remaining town wall with its medieval
towers.
Overlooking the town is Katz
Castle. Constructed around 1360,
it also served as an outpost for the
Rheinfels fortress. Its present
appearance is not as our ancestors
would have seen it, however, as
Katz Castle
Napoleon had it demolished in
1806, and in later years it was rebuilt in a more
contemporary style.
A short distance around the next bend in the
river is Maus Castle. The Archbishop
of Treves built the castle to protect
his estate from the Counts of
Katzenelbogen (Katz Castle). Legend
tells that the owner of Katz Castle
called it Maus because it was smaller.
It was never destroyed and
probably had the same appearance in
Maus Castle
1749, although in disrepair. It was
later restored. In the town of
Wellmich below the castle is the 14th century church
of St. Martin.
Further on the right above the combined towns
of Kamp-Bornhafen are two castles, Sterrenberg and
Liebenstein. Sterrenberg is older, built in the 11th

2012

century. Two centuries later, Liebenstein Castle was
built only 150 meters to the south, whether to counter
or to protect the older castle is unknown. A wall built
on the south side of Sterrenberg led to the myth that
two hostile brothers fought each other from their
neighboring castles. There is no evidence that there
was ever any armed conflict between the castles.
Boppard was the next toll station. An old
tower near the waterfront reminds us that a Roman
fortress was built there. Boppard is renowned for its
wine, and here the steep banks of the Rhine are
covered with large vineyards.
The river makes two sharp bends in
an S curve, then high on the right
bank we see Marksburg Castle
overlooking the town of Braubach.
One of the few castles that had
never been fought over or destroyed,
Marksburg Castle it is the only castle on the Rhine
River that is completely preserved in
its original architecture.
Dating from the year 1100 or earlier, it would
have looked the same to our ancestors as it does today.
Some minor damage did occur in 1945 when it came
under American shell-fire against Nazis occupying the
castle. It is now the headquarters of the German Castle
Association, which purchased it with the help of
Kaiser Wilhelm II in 1900 for
1,000 gold marks.
The northernmost toll
station of the ElectorArchbishop of Mainz was at
Lahnstein located where the
Lahn River joins the Rhine. One
Lahneck Castle
can still see a portion of the old
town wall with one of its original sixteen towers.
Lahneck Castle overlooks the town. Built in the 13th
century, it is another castle that was destroyed by the
French in 1688 to be rebuilt in the 19th century. On

Stolzenfels Castle

Sterrenberg Castle

Liebenstein Castle

the
opposite
side of the Rhine is Stolzenfels Castle. Built around
1250, it too was
….Continued in May

2012
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Thomas A. Hill
Ann Kapoor
Wayne E. Keefer
Nancy Kelly
Norman F. Knapp
John Henry Ramey
Mary Shellenbarger
Carol and Thomas Swinehart
William R. Toft
Charles Uber
Max C. Weaver
Richard Wiemer
OTHER
Marilyn M. Deatherage
Jeanne Graef
Richard and Susan Schwartz
Ann Miller Scott
Barbara Spahr
Gary S. Winegardner

NEW LIFE MEMBERSHIPS
Mary L. Stewart and John Blanar
Thomas Gerke
SCHIRMHERR/PATRON
Bernie Losecamp
Roberta Newcomer
ANHAENGER/SUPPORTER
Elizabeth and Laurence Bicking
Bettie Dippo
Ruthann S. Manesh
James Witker Root
Marilyn Trelvik
FREUND/FRIEND
Bonnie Dietz Baker
Pat Berens
Frank and Judy Dolfinger
Linda Effinger
Mary Hess

"

January 6, 2012-- Viewers can take an up-close and
personal look inside the family history of some of
today's most beloved and iconic celebrities when
NBC's "Who Do You Think You Are?" returns for its
third season on Friday, February 3 (8-9 p.m. ET). The
celebrities who star in the series are Martin Sheen,
Marisa Tomei, Blair Underwood, Reba McEntire,
Rob Lowe, Helen Hunt, Rita Wilson, Edie Falco,
Rashida Jones, Jerome Bettis, Jason Sudeikis and
Paula Deen.

Another genealogy series is
about to be launched on television in the U.S.
"Finding Your Roots" with historian Henry Louis
Gates Jr. will launch on March 25. That will be the
first episode of a 10-part series on PBS stations.
The new series will feature two people in each onehour episode, including husband-and-wife actors
Kevin Bacon and Kyra Sedgwick, who jokes she's
afraid they might turn out to be cousins. "They are
indeed distant cousins," revealed Gates. "Talk about
six degrees of separation, right?"

2012
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GERMAN COMMUNITY FORUM SERIES
We will meet in the Carnegie Room 2nd floor of the old library section of the Columbus
Metropolitan Library, 96 S. Grant Avenue, Columbus, OH 43215 from 10 am - noon.
FUTURE TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION
Feb 25
Mar 24
April 28
May 5

Secrets of Heritage Quest Online
Types of German Travel & Travelers
ATTEND THE ANNUAL SPRING SEMINAR
WorldCat.org

Everyone is welcome to attend... no advance registration is necessary. Watch the chapter
website for latest information at www.oh-palam.org

The following new Chapter members joined
between October and December, 2011
DONNA ANDRES – PLAIN CITY, OH
WALTER BAUER – COLUMBUS, OH
DAVID BORGER– SIMI VALLEY, CA
JANE DAVIS– WESTERVILLE, OH
ROCHELLE DONATO– ROCK CREEK, OH
MARIA B FRIEBE – PARAMUS, NJ
ELIZABETH GOETZ – CHRISTIANSBURG, VA
BILL HAUPRICHT– MAUMEE, OH
JOYCE JOHNSTON – BALTIMORE, MD
JANET KING – DELAWARE, OH
NORMA K. MIHAILOFF– TOLEDO, OH
LORENE MORROW – LAGRANGE, GA
ALLYN MYERS– DAMASCUS, MD
WILLIAM PHILLIPS– LOGAN, OH
FRANK STEPHENS– MEDFORD, OR
DIANNE THOMAS– PICKERINGTON, OH
PATRICIA VOLZ– SANDUSKY, OH
BARBARA YOUNG – HILLIARD, OH

The roster of the Ohio Chapter, Palatines to
America is now 380.
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REGISTER NOW FOR THE SPRING
SEMINAR ON APRIL 28

COMING EVENTS
February 11
February 25
March 10
March 24
April 28
May 9
May 10
May 19
June 14-16
October 8-13
October 13

Intimate look at Columbus Metropolitan Library Genealogy collection www.columbuslibrary.org
German Community Forum Series—Secrets of Heritage Quest online
"How to solve the unsolvable in your family history research." www.columbuslibrary.org
German Community Forum Series—Types of German travel and travelers
ATTEND THE ANNUAL SPRING SEMINAR—Columbus Metropolitan Library
German Community Forum Series—Worldcat.org
Pal Am Luncheon, National Genealogical Society Conference, Cincinnati
Free Genealogy Workshop, Stark County District Library, Canton, OH
NATIONAL PALAM CONFERENCE—INDIANAPOLIS, IN
German Heritage Week-Columbus, OH
ATTEND THE FALL SEMINAR—Plain City, OH

