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Mission Statement
"Advance Knowledge"

1. To further
interest and
study of German
speaking
immigration in
Ohio.

2. Encourage
members to
further research
family histories
in Ohio

RENEW
NOW!!

3. Promote
information
about life, times,
and social life of
German
speaking
emigrants and
descendents.

FREE WORKSHOP ON NOVEMBER 23RD—
SEE PAGE 51
DR. RICHARD HARTLE’S ARTICLE THE
JOURNEY BEGINS THIS MONTH—SEE
PAGE 60.
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I

n my last message I wrote about the great
programs we had coming up this fall. The
results are in, they were outstanding! Thanks
to the many terrific volunteers who planned,
organized and advertised our programs that
featured very talented speakers. This year German
Heritage Week presented eight, well attended
programs at the Columbus Metropolitan Library.
Most of the attendees were not members of Pal
Am and nearly all of them rated the programs
excellent/good. The week concluded with a very
well promoted Fall Seminar.

Our speaker, Leslie Albrecht Huber, drew
eighty-five people to the Der Dutchman Restaurant
in Plain City. This was one of the best-attended
seminars in recent memory. Dr. Richard Hartle
did an excellent job getting the word out about the
event. Like past seminars, it was highly rated by
the audience, many of whom were new to Pal Am.
We all owe many thanks to Vice President Tom
Gerke who organized the event, Ginny Poland who
handled registration activities, Debbie Seemueller
for preparing name tags and attendee lists, Wendy
Fetters who collected the raffle items and Mary
Hess who helped with the vendor books.

organization. Our next program will be a Free
Workshop in Dayton on November 23rd where
Barbara Bauer will speak at the Liderkranz-Turner
Rathskeller.
Planning is now underway for the Palatines
to America National Conference that is June 2628, 2014 in Columbus. The Ohio Chapter’s Spring
Seminar will take place on April 12, 2014. Ernest
Thode and other experts will be part of a program
called Starting the Path into German Genealogy.
Beginners and those who have hit bumps in their
research and desire a refresher course will enjoy
this program. .
The Board and Pal Am volunteers are
pleased to present high quality programs,
publications and other resources for German
genealogy research. If you have any suggestions
for us, please pass them on. Should you have
missed renewing your membership, please take
care of that, too.

Vern Erickson

If you have not gone to one of the Pal Am
programs, you are missing one of the most
valuable features of your membership in the

Our mailing address is:

Become a Fan on
Facebook, search for
Ohio Chapter Palatines
to America.
Come check out
all of the ways you
can keep up with
us.

Or Follow us on
Twitter:
www.twitter.com/palamoh

PO Box 302 Worthington,
OH 43085
If you need directions for
accessing the “Members Only”
section on the website, contact
Vern Erickson
vehouse@aol.com
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

at the Ramada Plaza Conference Center, 4000 Sinclair Road. A full program is offered
with four days of exceptional programs and activities in partnership with the Ohio Chapter
Palatines to America. There are several presentations including featured speaker Roger
Minert, PhD, AG, renowned author and specialist in German genealogy research and
translation. Optional activities include a tour of the National Road on Wednesday and time
for research on Thursday in the Palatine collection and other resources at the Columbus
Metropolitan Library. The Pal Am Resource Center will also be open during the four days.
For additional information see www.palam.org or write to Palatines to America, PO Box
141260, Columbus, Ohio 43214.
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T

he Ohio Chapter
Palatines to
America 2013
Fall Seminar on
October 13 drew over 80
people to Der Dutchman
Restaurant in Plain City,
Ohio. The program,
featuring four lectures by
nationally known author
and speaker Leslie
Albrecht Huber, was
exceptionally informative
Leslie Albrecht Huber
and well received. Ms.
Huber is the author of The
Journey Takers, which recounts her discoveries
and experiences while researching her immigrant
ancestors, who came from Germany, Sweden, and
England.
Ms. Huber’s first presentation, “300 Years
of German Immigration,” gave an overview of
American immigration patterns from Germanspeaking lands in the 18th, 19th, and 20th centuries.
The name “Palatines” for early immigrants
stemmed from the belief that they came from the
Palatinate region of Germany, and persisted until
much later. Their numbers were so great that in
1727, the alarmed city of Philadelphia began
registering their arrivals, creating valuable records
for today’s researchers. Ms. Huber stated that
about one-half to two-thirds of the 100,000
Germans who immigrated between 1728-1820
came as “redemptioners,” agreeing to work for a
period of years in exchange for payment of their
passage. After this period, rising numbers of
peasant farmers swelled German immigration
ranks from 1830-1880. Most of them were drawn
to cities, including Cincinnati, Cleveland, Toledo,
Dayton, and Columbus. A new wave of
immigrants from the eastern provinces and Prussia

2013

after 1870 was followed by a general decline in
German immigration by 1920.
Ms. Huber recommended a number of
resources for immigrant research, including:
published works, such as Germans to
Pennsylvania and Filby’s Passenger A rrivals
series
Joe Beine’s website, German Roots,
www.germanroots.com
Castle Garden, www.castlegarden.org (not
complete)
Ellis Island, www.ellisisland.org (complete)
“Jumping Over Hurdles in German
Research,” Ms. Huber’s second presentation,
addressed four common obstacles to finding
ancestors in Germany: the hometown hurdle, the
records hurdle, the language hurdle, and the
handwriting hurdle. She suggested strategies and
resources for overcoming each of these. One key
element is finding out where your ancestors went
to church—which may not have been in the town
they lived in—and then determining where those
records are. She recommended using the
FamilySearch wiki pages on Germany,
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Germany,
for information and help.
After a hot buffet lunch featuring several
Der Dutchman Restaurant specialties, the seminar
resumed with “Online Sources for German
Research.” Ms. Huber offered a number of helpful
search tips, such as to start broadly by putting less
information into the search engine fields,
widening your time frame, trying alternate
spellings, and investigating people who don’t
match up perfectly. She gave an overview of
resources currently available on
FamilySearch.org, Ancestry.com, and German
Roots (mentioned above), and also recommended
the following sites, among others:
WorldGenWeb, www.worldgenweb.org
ProGenealogists,
www.progenealogists.com/specialtysites.htm
German Genealogy Network,
www.genealogienetz.de/genealogy.html
(Continued on page 53)
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(Continued from page 52)

An Atlas of the German Empire,
www.library.wisc.edu/etext/ravenstein
Bremen Passenger Lists, www.passengerlists.de
The seminar concluded with a discussion of
how “Understanding Your German Ancestors Can
Help You Trace Them.” Ms. Huber talked about
the role of religion in our ancestors’ lives, and
explained that, unlike America, church and state
were firmly linked in Germany. She also discussed
demographics and factors such as family size,
illegitimacy, marriage customs, and life expectancy.
Occupation can be an important clue to identifying
ancestors in German records, whether they were
landed peasants, landless peasants, or craftsmen. The
more you understand the factors that shaped your
ancestors’ lives, the better positioned you’ll be to
find them.
Seminar attendees reported the day’s
presentations left them much better informed of
strategies and resources for finding their immigrant
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German-speaking ancestors. For more information,
including helpful advice and links, see Leslie
Albrecht Huber’s website, Understanding Your
Ancestors, at:
www.understandingyourancestors.com.

Leslie Albrecht Huber talks with participants

PAGE 54

PALATINE HERITAGE

2013

If young men did not turn up for their muster,
the authorities published wanted notices such as the

T

he story of the Obert family begins in 1763
in Welschensteinach, Baden, Germany.
Joseph Obert, a farmer, and his wife,
Lugard Schussele, attended the Catholic
Church of St. Peter in Chains. Their son, Heinrich
Obert, moved west, looking for something more in
his future. He had cousins already living in the Rüst
area.
Rüst was a small village along the Rhine
River, founded in 762. It is now part of Ettenheim
and because of the River, it borders France. It was
known primarily for its fishing and wine industry. In
1442, the noble family of Boeckinsau Bocklin
purchased the property and built Balthasar Castle.
Originally, there was a moat, but the moat is no
longer there, and is now the location of Europa
Theme Park.
The young Heinrich Obert began working for
a weaver in Rüst, Franz Joseph Weizenecker. Franz
died, leaving his wife Agatha Lang and five young
children (three boys and two girls). Heinrich later
married Agatha, and they had three boys and a girl,
in addition to twins who died at birth.
Two of the Weizenecker boys would later
immigrate to America, following their half brothers
and sister. All of the Obert children came to America.
Crescentia followed her fiancé to America in 1850,
and Sebastian followed a few years later. Christian
and Karl would come much later. Crescentia was
given permission to leave the country, but Sebastian
was forbidden to leave since his term with the
military was about to start. He had registered, by law,
at age 16.
On August 14, 1854, Sebastian petitioned the
Bürgermeister of Rüst to immigrate to America. He
signed the request along with his mother and several
citizens. On September the 4th his request was
denied. The reason given was that his enlistment in
the military was to begin. On the 16th of September
1854, he fled Germany.

one here.
In a newspaper article in 1854 called
“WANTED MEN FROM BADEN,” his name appears
with eight other young men. Translation from the
article reads: “Sebastian Obert secretly left the city of
Rüst for North America and that he had 3 months in
which to return or be branded a criminal and lose his
citizenship…His description is 20 years old, 5’5 tall,
brown hair and eyes, small forehead.”
Another article on Monday, 3 January 1855
states, “… he should return, his mother was
destitute.”
Judgment out of Ettenheim #2529 says,
“Sebastian Obert from Rüst did not appear for the
official summons of the 19th of September, last year,
therefore the aforementioned will be hereby declared
to have lost citizenship, falling under the
encompassing penalty.” Ettenheim, the 22nd of
January, 1855 Grand District Office Stigler
Sebastian’s passage to America has not been
located. The family story goes that he hid aboard
ship. However, he turns up in Cincinnati, Ohio,
where he married Augusta Trepte on 11 October
1857. For a short time, he worked in the Cincinnati
area as a farm worker, but then they traveled north
and worked on the farm of his brother-in-law,
Leopold Meier, in Prairie Township, outside of
Columbus. He later returned to Cincinnati, where he
purchased a farm in the Wooden Shoe area and raised
six children. One of them was my grandmother,
Louise Obert. His siblings remained in the Columbus
region. Many Obert descendants still reside in the
Columbus and Cincinnati areas today.
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A

t the Ohio Chapter PalAm Spring Seminar last April, there was a strong show of interest by
members concerning a chapter-sponsored trip to the National Archives in Washington, D.C.
Unfortunately, we found that sponsoring such a trip is well beyond the upfront financial
capabilities of our organization. We did find, however, one genealogy society in Ohio that had
unfilled spaces on its trip to Washington, D.C. this past August they wished they could have filled, and
another society in the Pittsburgh area that cancelled its trip for lack of registration.
After discussing the matter with our Board of Trustees, we came to the decision to set up a mailing list for
members of Ohio Chapter PalAm who wished knowledge of upcoming research trips of which we become
aware. These trips might be under the sponsorship of genealogy societies in Ohio and surrounding states to
libraries and repositories that would be of interest to us, such as the National Archives and the Family History
Library.
Should you like to be a part of this mailing list, we need you to do two things: (1) send your name and
email address to Carol Chafin at genealogyresearchtrips@gmail.com; and (2) forward contact information
concerning any research trips you hear about to her. We can then contact the sponsoring society to obtain
information about their trip and forward it to our members on the mailing list.

As much as we love searching online from our homes, we think this will be a nice benefit to our members
who like to get out and dig into those shelves of old books and microfilm in more distant cities.

T

he Pal-Am Research Center wants to remind all members to fill their Five Generation Pedigree
Chart and send it into Pal-Am at PO Box 141260, Columbus, OH 43214.
Don’t forget to fill out the Ancestor Chart found in the latest Palatine Immigrant magazine. Remember, if you need help finding your ancestor, check out our Research Services Program.
These charts help the Research Center in their research. They help other members who are looking for
assistance connecting with their ancestors.
The Resource/Research Center of Palatines to America is also looking for several volunteers.
If you have a couple of hours free to volunteer on any Thursday from 10-2pm, please give us a call at
614-267-4700 (ask for Mary), or send an email to mhess1014@gmail.com.
We would like to train you to help with filing, use of the copier and other general office work. We are
looking for researchers to help with Quick Copy requests. It is also a marvelous way to tune up on your research techniques and share genealogy stories.
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GERMAN COMMUNITY FORUM SERIES
WELL WE ARE HALF WAY THROUGH THE 2013-2014 SEASON WITH FOUR
MORE TO GO.
THE FORUM SESSIONS WILL RESUME AFTER THE HOLIDAYS
2014
January 25
February 22
March 22
April 26

German Travel and Travelers—Nancy Ottman
German Resources in Libraries and Institutions—Russ Pollitt
To Be Announced As Details Are Confirmed
To Be Announced As Details Are Confirmed

ALL FORUM SESSIONS OCCUR AT THE COLUMBUS METROPOLITAN LIBRARY
94 S. GRANT AVE. IN THE THIRD FLOOR BOARDROOM FROM 10:00 TO 12:00 AM.

Everyone is welcome to attend... no advance registration is necessary. Watch the chapter
website for latest information at www.oh-palam.org

OHIO CHAPTER BOARD
Ohio Chapter Officers
President: Vern Erickson vehouse@aol.com
V-President: Thomas Gerke tagerke@yahoo.com
Recording Secretary: Lori Poch loripoch@yahoo.com
Corresponding Secretary:
Nancy Karchner nkarchner@cinci.rr.com
Treasurer: Ginny Poland ginny.poland@gmail.com
Membership Registrar:
Tom Swinehart tshart@greenapple.com
Past President: Roberta Newcomer
rnewcome@columbus.rr.com

Trustees
Walt Bauer wbauer57@gmail.com
Larry Bicking lbicking@roadrunner.com
Linda Dietrich lindabelle@lcs.net
Wendy Fetters wendyfetters@gmail.com
Ted W. Karchner tkarchner@cinci.rr.com
Debora Seemueller dseemueller@gmail.com
Carol Swinehart ckfsmail@gmail.com
David Uhrick dauhrick@columbus.rr.com
Geoff Warthman lwarthman@att.net
George Biggs george.e.biggs@gmail.com

Committee Chairs
Awards: Mary Hess mhess1014@gmail.com
Financial: Ted W. Karchner see above
Library Liaison: Russ Pollitt russpollitt@gmail.com
Book Sales: Donna Boyce celticdonna3@sbcglobal.net
Nominations: R. Craig Bailey craigbai1@aol.com

Publications: Shelley Bishop ShelleyKB@aol.com
Programs: OPEN
Publicity: Richard Hartle rhartle12@columbus.rrr.com
Heritage Editor: Richard Uhrick ruhrick@otterbein.edu
Webmaster: Carol Swinehart see above

National Office
4601 N. High Street, Columbus, OH 43214 Suite C
Or by mail:
PO Box 141260, Columbus, OH 43214
614-267-4700
www.palam.org
Palatines to America is a non-profit organization dedicated to finding
the origins of German-speaking ancestors in Europe. Membership dues
per year (October 1 through September 30): USA residents • $35
individual • $40 family
Make checks payable to Membership Registrar, Palatines to America.
Payment includes both National and Chapter dues.
The OH Chapter of Pal Am publishes Palatine Heritage Newsletter
with quarterly issues in February, May, August, and November.
Published articles may be copied for non-commercial use by
genealogists or for reprint if proper credit is given: Palatine Heritage,
Ohio Chapter of Palatines to America, copyright 2010.
Queries are welcome and will be printed in two (2) successive
newsletters. Please use genealogically accepted format and
abbreviations.
Contributions to Heritage are encouraged. Articles should not exceed
600 words. If materials submitted are copyrighted, proof of
authorization to publish must be provided; sources from other
magazines must be cited so appropriate credit can be given.

Palatines to America 2014 Membership Application
Membership Year: 01 October 2013 to 30 September 2014
(Your member number can be found on the mailing label of any publication)
Name (1) ______________________________________ Member # _______________
Name (2) ______________________________________ Member # _______________
Street Address ______________________________________________
City/State __________________________________________________
Zip _________________ Phone _______________________________
E-mail _____________________________________________________
Chapters: Member ship Optional (Cir cle one) CO
U.S. Annual Dues (includes member ship in one chapter ):
Individual + Chapter
$35
Family + Chapter
$40
Life + Chapter
$875
Canada/Mexico Annual Dues:
Individual + Chapter
$43
Family + Chapter
$48
Life + Chapter
$875
Other Countries Annual Dues:
Individual
$50
Family
$55

IN NC NY OH PA

None

RENEW
NOW!!
Annual Dues:________

Additional Chapter Memberships (Do not select chapter named above):
CO IL IN NC NY OH PA None
# of Chapters ____ x $8.00 (U.S.) = $_________
Canada/Mexico - $9.00, Other Countries - $15.00
Additional Chapters:________
International Members (Additional Postage):
Canada/Mexico - $8, Other Countries - $15

International Postage:________

Support the Ohio Chapter with your tax-deductible donation:
Become a Friend of the Ohio Chapter - $15
Become a Supporter of the Ohio Chapter - $50
Become a Patron of the Ohio Chapter - $100
Ohio Chapter Donation:________
National PalAm Patter Newsletter
Online at www.palam.org - No Charge
Printed Copies - $5.00

Printed Patter Option:________

Total Enclosed: ___________
Send check payable to Palatines to America to:
Palatines to America, P.O. Box 141260, Columbus, Ohio 43214
Want to renew your membership online? Go to www.oh-palam.org/ and click on Renew Now on the righthand side.

Ohio Chapter — Palatines to America Donation Form
OHIO Chapter – Palatines to America* is a non-profit organization. We invite you to support our
society’s efforts to maintain, enhance and disseminate information on German genealogy.

Yes, I want to support the Ohio Chapter’s educational efforts. Enclosed is my donation for:
$500 Goenner / Benefactor
$100 Schirmherr / Patron
$50 Anhaenger / Supporter
$15 Freund / Friend
Other $____________

Name
Address

City, State, Zip

Email

Phone

Send your tax-deductible contributions payable to:
OH Chapter – Palatines to America
P.O. Box 302
Columbus, OH 43085
Thank you for your support!
* 501 c (3) non-profit designation

Free-will offering to benefit the South Side Community Food Pantry at St. Paul's.
The two Choruses will sing Christmas Carols from Germany, Switzerland, France, and Italy, and English
favorites. The Swiss Alpine Horns will add their deep, mellow tones to the festivities.
Come enjoy something different and help feed families in need.
For more information, please call Kathy Megown

614-296-2411

or the church office, 614-444-1311

OHIO Chapter PalAm
Mail Order Price List for Publications & Other Sale Items
Rev. 3/1/13
Full descriptions of all items can be seen on our website –
www.oh-palam.org/bookstore, where you may also place your order.
Beginning Genealogy
Beginning Genealogy: Start It Right! - Dr. Arta F. Johnson ... copyright 1993
The Very Basics of German Genealogy - Kenneth L. Smith ... copyright 1993
German Research
A Guide to the Spelling & Pronunciation of German Names - Dr. Arta F. Johnson … c 1981
Eighteenth Century Emigrants from Langensbold in Hesse to America – Annette Kunselman
Burgert, FGSP, FASG … copyright 1997
Eighteenth Century Emigrants from Northern Alsace to America – Annette Kunselman Burgert,
FGSP, FASG … copyright 1992
German Genealogical Research - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyright 2003
How to Read German Church Records Without Knowing Much German- Dr. Arta F. Johnson …
copyright 1980

Nineteenth Century Emigrants from Baden-Wuerttemberg, vol. 1 - Bridgitte Burkett … c 1997
Palatine Origins of Some Pennsylvania Pioneers– Annette Kunselman Burgert, FGSP, FASG …
copyright 2000

People of the Palatinate (revised edition) - Dr. Arta F. Johnson … copyright 1981, rev.1989
The Origins, Development & Meanings of German Names - Dr. Arta F. Johnson …
copyright 1984

U.S. German Research
Civil War Genealogy - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyright 2003
Genealogical Research for GA, IL, IN, KY, MA, MD, MO, NC, NY, OH, PA, SC, TN, VA
(separate book for each state) - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyrights 1993-2005
Germans Into and Out of Ohio Before 1850 - Ernest Thode… copyright 1993
Handbook of Genealogical Sources - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyright 1996
Migrations West & Backtracking East - Dr. Arta F. Johnson With Merlin C. & Eva M. Finnell …
copyright 1984

Revolutionary War Genealogy - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyright 1997
War of 1812 Genealogy - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyright 2004
Other Items:
Tote Bags
--“Boat tote” style with PalAm logo - 17”X16”X4”
--Flat - 14”x14”
T-shirts…..Large and Medium sizes
(PalAm 1999 National Conference logo on front)
PalAm National logo clipper ship pin
Clipper ship logo ball cap

Free shippping. Sales tax of 6.75% for OHIO RESIDENTS ONLY
To place an order, make checks payable to Ohio Chapter PalAm and mail to:
Ohio Chapter PalAm/Bookstore
PO Box 302, Worthington, OH 43085
OR go to: www.oh-palam.org/bookstore. You may pay via PayPal when ordering online.
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Author's note: "The Journey" is the story of what my Hartle immigrant ancestors may have experienced in
their journey to America in 1749. The names, dates, and family relationships are factual, taken from the
records, with details of the trip added from published accounts, further described in the footnotes.
Originally published in the Fall 2004 issue of Hartle Heritage, a family newsletter published 1998-2007,
the story was subsequently the first chapter of the book, Hans Georg Hertel and Anna Margaretha
Gramlich and Their Descendants, published in 2012. — Richard Hartle

T

he cool air of the September night
wafting through the open hatch
above felt refreshing to Anna
Margaretha as she lay there
wondering what America would be like. She was
glad that the sailors had left the hatch open this
night. It was stifling hot with so many people
packed into the ship’s hold. The unbearable stench
from body odors, the residue of seasickness, and
other illness, and the humidity from so many
bodies made it difficult to breath. Toilet facilities
were atrocious, and ventilation was almost nonexistent.
The wooden box-like bunks were barely large
enough for one person, and she had to share hers
with one of the boys. The few blankets they
brought provided little cushion on the hard boards.
She decided the bunks were better than lying on
the hard deck floor, which was littered with dirt
and debris that had accumulated after several
weeks at sea. The decks were supposed to be
washed down with vinegar each day, but it had
only been done a couple of times since they left
England.1
The jugs of beer and bottles of wine that they
brought were gone now and some of the beer that
was on the ship had gone sour. Water from the
storage barrels was foul and not safe to drink.
Some of the people had gotten sick from it. The
salt meat that was available tasted terrible and
made you more thirsty. The dried beef, cheese and
bread that they brought with them was long gone.
She still had a few of the dried prunes they had
brought, and she let Jörg and the boys have only

one or two apiece each day. The sea biscuits
provided on the ship were so hard they had to be
soaked in beer or they would break your teeth, and
you had to knock out the weevils and spiders
before soaking them.2 There were a few days that
some of the women were able to cook some beans
over charcoal in one of those metal boxes called
braziers on the open deck, but most of the time the
ship pitched and rolled too much to have any fire.
Some of the dried beans and peas were full of bugs
too.
For the first two or three weeks, the crew had
given them some good cheese, but all that they had
now was moldy. Nothing was in very good
condition following that storm a week ago when
the seawater blew in and soaked everything. She
hoped that their blanket chest in the cargo hold was
not damaged. Except for the blankets and the
clothes they were wearing, it held everything that
they owned. Jörg treasured the big Bible that was
packed in it. There was one day when the storm
was at its worst they were so fearful that the ship
would go down, and all they could do was hold
onto each other and pray. The only good thing
about the storm was that they were able to catch
some fresh water, although some tasted like tar
after dripping off the sails and rigging. The
rainwater was much better than seawater for
washing their clothes
too.3
Some of the passengers
got the ship fever. She
saw two of them die and
were thrown overboard.
It was hardest on the
small
children.
One
Blanket Chest brought on
the Journey

(Continued on page 61)
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(Continued from page 60)

woman had really become hysterical when her
baby died, and they had to throw it overboard.
Margaretha was so thankful that Friederich and
Martin had not gotten sick. They are only two and
four years old, and one sailor told her that most
children their age did not survive the ocean
crossing.4
Why had she agreed with Jörg to leave their
home with their two young boys to venture on
such a miserable and perilous journey? Even
though things had become so expensive, they did
have a place to live. They were not as bad off as
the peasants whose crops had been ruined and
grazing lands restricted. With their low wages and
the taxes they had to pay to the Freiherrn things
were difficult, though.
The last year had been very difficult for Anna
Margaretha. One year ago in early April her father,
Hans David, had died.5 That was very hard on the
family, especially since their revered pastor was
away and could not give the funeral sermon or
provide any consolation for them. Their friends
and other villagers were very sympathetic,
however, and gave them a lot of help. Then in
December her favorite Uncle Frantz, her mother’s
older brother, died. That was unexpected even
though he was more than seventy years old. The
worst blow was the death of her mother on the 28th
of February. She and her mother were very close,
and she had her mother’s name, Margaretha. The
only bright spot in the past year was the birth of
Jörg’s nephew, Michael, in September at
Adelsheim.
After her mother died Anna Margaretha was so
depressed and gloomy. But then Jörg said some of
the men in the village had been talking about
going to the New World across the sea, and he got
the idea that they could go too. There had been
flyers posted in the village about the wonders of
America, and a Neulander was organizing a group
to leave from Rotterdam.6 Some of the things they
had heard about this place in the English colonies
called Pennsylvania really sounded like paradise
with land so plentiful and cheap that they could
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have their own estate. Thinking about the
possibility of going to a place like that and talking
with her friends about what it would be like really
got her excited and made her feel like herself
again.
After they sold her mother’s house in
Eberstadt, they thought they had plenty of money
to pay for the passage. Of course they had to pay
what they owed to Jörg’s brother, Bastian, and to
her brother, Philipp Ernst, and then with the ten
percent emigration tax, they only had about 80
Florins for the trip.7 For the fare on the riverboat
they had to pay 8 Florins and 30 Kreuzer apiece
for her and Jörg.8 They did tell them that Martin
wasn’t four yet since children under four years old
were not charged any fare. After all, he was just
four in January.
All of the tolls
they had to pay
coming down the
Neckar and the
Rhine
to
Rotterdam took a
lot more of what
they had.9
Andernach toll bastion, erected
between 1659 and 1661.

The trip coming
down the rivers on the boat in June was really
enjoyable except for stops at all of those customs
houses. There were at least thirty of them. What
made her mad was how irritating the customs
officials were in taking their good old time letting
the boat pass through. Especially that nasty old
Prussian at Andernach, who made them wait an
extra day. He said the king wanted them to go to
Prussia’s eastern provinces, but he let them pass
when the boatman made it worth his while.
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1. The description of the accommodations provided
on the ship is based on two actual contracts that
were made with groups of emigrants. One dated 23
March 1753 is at the Prussisches Staatsarchiv
Wiesbaden. It is translated in Immigrants from
Baden and Württemberg in the Eighteenth Century,
Brigitte Burkett, (Camden, ME: Picton Press, c.
1996) Vol. I, p. xix. The second contract dated 16
February 1756 is in the Historisches Verein AltWertheim, and a translation is printed in
Pennsylvania German Immigrants, 1709-1786
edited by Don Yoder (Baltimore: Genealogical Pub.
Co., 1980), p. 255.
The two contracts are very similar and provide for a
bunk for each whole freight (each adult) six feet
long and one and one half feet wide. The food and
drinks to be provided are specified, the ability to
cook on deck, weather permitting, and the amount to
be paid per freight. Children under four years were
free, and those from four to fourteen paid half
freight, over fourteen full freight. The first of the
above contracts listed the cost of the passage at 7½
Pistole and the second at 7½ Doubloons. Both the
Pistole and the Doubloon were Spanish gold coins.
In some references the Doubloon is shown as twice
the value of the Pistole, but in other references they
are considered equivalent. The Spanish Pistole and
silver eight Real (also known as the piece of eight,
cob or dollar) coins circulated extensively in the
American Colonies.
The rates of exchange for money from different
countries in the 18th Century varied from year to
year just as it does today. Specific information for
currencies in 1749 is difficult to locate and varies
with different references. The currency in southern
Germany was Florins (or Guldens) and Kreuzers.
One Florin or Gulden equals 60 Kreuzer. One
Spanish Pistole was equivalent to about 7 ½
Florins. Therefore the cost of the passage for one
person (7 ½ Pistole) would have been about 56
Florins 15 Kreuzer or about £7. (“Casanovas

2013

Geldverhältnisse,” from the webpage of Hartmut
Günther, Hergensweiler, Germany, http://
www.giacomo-casanova.de/cato16.htm#Summary )
(2004) [See also p. 316, How Much is That?]
Another original contract dated 29 August 1803
is at the Historical Society of Pennsylvania in
Philadelphia. That agreement signed by 148
passengers of the ship Favorite sailing from
Amsterdam to Philadelphia had similar provisions.
By then the cost for a person 14 years and older (full
freight) was 13 Guineas if paid in advance and 15
Guineas if not paid in advance. A Guinea was 21
shillings; a Pound (£) was 20 shillings. (HSP Misc.
Collection, Box 7a, folder 7)
2. Sea biscuits or ship’s bread was a staple for
seamen at the time. Made from flour, salt, and
water they were baked into 4”x4” rock solid squares
½” thick. A seaman could exist on three “crackers”
a day. (Dorothy Denneen Volo, Daily Life in the
Age of Sail, Greenwood Press, 2002).
3. Soap does not work in salt water, and clothing
washed in salt water attracts humidity.
4. The mortality rate aboard immigrant ships from
1727 to 1805 has been estimated at 3.8%, about 4½
times the rate for the population in Germany for a
similar period. In an account of his crossing in 1750
Gottlieb Mittelberger wrote, “Children from one to
seven years rarely survive the voyage, and many a
time parents are compelled to see their children
miserably suffer and die from hunger, thirst, and
sickness, and then to see them cast into the water. I
witnessed such misery in no less than 32 children in
our ship, all of whom were thrown into the sea. It is
a notable fact that children, who have not yet had
the measles or small-pocks, generally get them on
board the ship, and mostly die of them.” (Gottlieb
Mittelberger’s Journey to Pennsylvania in the Year
1750 and Return to Germany in the Year 1754,
translated by Carl Theo. Eben, Philadelphia: J.J.
McVey, 1898)
(Continued on page 63)
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(Continued from page 62)

5. Names and dates for Anna Margaretha’s family
and relatives are from Kirchenbuch der Gemeinde
Eberstadt Von 1693-1806, Archiv der Evangelischen
Landeskirche in Baden, Karlsruhe, Germany. (LDS
microfilm #1189268).
6. A Neulander was a German who had sailed to the
American colonies and was hired by merchants to
return to Germany to recruit emigrants to fill the
passenger lists for the emigration ships. “Most
emigrants traveled as part of a group, and most
relied on agents of different kinds to help them in
their journey.”* John Stedman Co. was the
merchant in Philadelphia that contracted for the
emigrants transported on the ship, Patience. Some
arrangements included the river transportation to
Rotterdam as well as across the Atlantic. It is not
known how Hans Georg and Anna Margaretha
arranged for the passage. The best researched and
most detailed reference that I have found for such
information is: Marianne Sophia Wokeck, Trade in
Strangers: the Beginnings of Mass Migration to
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North America (University Park, PA: Pennsylvania
State University Press, c. 1999). *p. 121.
7. The emigration tax record for Hans Georg Hertel
shows that he had 91 Florins of which he had to pay
10 Florins 48 Kreuzer in tax leaving 80 Florins 12
Kreuzer. (“Gerg Hertels zu Eberstadt, Nachsteuer,”
Rüdt von Collenberg=Eberstadt, betreffend de 1713
-1769, Generallandesarchive Karlsruhe, Abteiling
69, Rüdt von Collenberg file #A59)
8. Don Yoder, Pennsylvania German Immigrants,
1709-1786, (Baltimore: Gen.Pub.Co.,1900), p. 167.
9. Although the river transportation may have been
prepaid it would not have included the customs
levied at the many toll stations, nor did it include the
cost of food during the river voyage. For a list of
the toll stations see Richard Remer, “Toll Stations
Along The Rhine,” The Palatine Immigrant, June,
1996, Vol. XXI, No. 3, p. 116.

The following new Chapter members joined between August and October, 2013
STEVEN BASSETT - PLYMOUTH, MI
ELEANOR BRUCKEN - BRECKSVILLE, OH
BONNIE BURKHARDT - CANTON, MI
FRANK CLAGER - COLUMBUS, OH
DANIEL CRANE - POWELL, OH
THERESA DAWSON - COLUMBUS, OH
JEFFREY GILGENBACH - DOTHAN, AL
EVERTT & SUSAN HENDERICKSON - COLUMBUS, OH
RICHARD HILLENBRAND - NEW WOODSTOCK, NY
RUDY MARTIN - MANKATO, MN
JANET MECHLING - FREMONT, OH
DONNA OVERHOLT - TIFFIN, OH
HILDA PAPPAS - NORWICH, OH
JEAN SEBESTA - PLACITAS, NM
LEANNA ELDER SHABERLY - BOWLING GREEN, OH
MARGARET STEHLE - PALO ALTO, CA
BRENDA THOMAS - LAKEVIEW, OH

The roster of the Ohio Chapter, Palatines to America is now 330
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DID YOU RENEW YOUR
MEMBERSHIP YET?
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COMING EVENTS
2014
January 25
February 22
March 22
April 12
April 26

German Community Forum, Ger. Travel & Travelers—Columbus Metro. Library
German Community Forum, Ger. Resources in Libraries—Columbus Metro. Library
German Community Forum, TBA—Columbus Metro. Library
SPRING SEMINAR —Columbus Metro. Library
German Community Forum, TBA—Columbus Metro. Library

