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Mission Statement
"Advance Knowledge"

1. To further
interest and
study of German
speaking
immigration in
Ohio.

2. Encourage
members to
further research
family histories
in Ohio

3. Promote
information
about life, times,
and social life of
German
speaking
emigrants and
descendents.

2013
Spring Seminar
John Colletta, Speaker
Getting to Know Your
Ancestor: Sources and
Methods for Biography

April 6, 2013
Columbus Metropolitan Library
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e all are looking forward to John
Colletta’s visit to Columbus for our
Spring Seminar on April 6 at the
Columbus Metropolitan Library. I
have not had the opportunity to hear him in the past,
but those who have say that we are in for a treat. Be
sure to read about his topics on page 6. You can
save your spot at the Seminar by using the
Registration Form on page 7 or by going to our
website, www.oh-palam.org/ The Annual
Membership meeting of the Ohio Chapter will be
during the Spring Seminar. Be sure to look over the
proposed By-Laws on pages 12-13 which will be
discussed and voted on during the membership
meeting. We will also hold our elections at that
time. Check page 4 for the slate of nominees. When
you see these folks, offer your congratulations, and
ask them how you can get involved in this dynamic
organization.

Plan your summer research trip around the Palatines
to America National Conference, June 20 - 22, at
The Desmond Hotel in Albany, New York. Enjoy
speakers Christine Crawford-Oppenheimer, Joseph
Leiby, Jeff O’Connor, Hans Pohlsander, Ernest
Thode, Hank Jones. Take advantage of a bus trip to

the NYS Library and Archives or tour some of the
historic Palatine places!
Our Program Committee has already established
October 12th for our Fall Seminar. Mark your
calendar now and plan to join us at Der Dutchman
Restaurant in Plain City, Ohio. We will announce
the speaker in the May newsletter.
You also might think that this is the year that you go
on the Pal Am Family History Library trip to Salt
Lake City from September 15 to 22.
As my term as President of Ohio Chapter ends, I
would like to thank you all for your support over the
past four years. I am indebted to the Board
Members for their attention to the various areas of
programs, finances and budget, nominations,
newsletter, membership and awards. I am especially
thankful for the leadership help of Past President
Mary Hess, Vice President Vern Erickson, Chair of
Finance Ted Karchner, Webmaster Carol Swinehart,
Membership Registrar Tom Swinehart, Board
Member David Uhrick, and former Board Member
Pat Berens. I look forward to continuing to be an
active member of the Ohio Chapter.

Roberta Newcomer
Our mailing address is:

Become a Fan on
Facebook, search for
Ohio Chapter Palatines
to America.
Come check out
all of the ways you
can keep up with
us.

Or Follow us on
Twitter:
www.twitter.com/palamoh

PO Box 302 Worthington,
OH 43085
If you need directions for
accessing the “Members Only”
section on the website, contact
Roberta Newcomer
rnewcome@columbus.rr.com
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ark your calendar and register now
for the 2013 Ohio Chapter PalAm
Spring Seminar, to be held Saturday,
April 6, at the Columbus
Metropolitan Library (main branch). Our featured
speaker will be John Philip Colletta, Ph.D., one of
the nation’s best-known genealogy
lecturers and instructors. He will be
presenting a series of lectures on
Getting to Know Your Ancestor:
Sources and Methods for Biography.
Doors will open at 9:00 am, and Dr.
Colletta’s first presentation will begin
at 9:30 am. Attendees will enjoy a hot
buffet lunch catered by Schmidt’s
Sausage Haus, included in the price of
registration. The day will conclude at
3:30 pm.
Those who have heard Dr.
Colletta speak before know that we are
in for a real treat. His enthusiasm, sense
of humor, range of knowledge, and practical
approach make him a favorite with audiences across
the country.
Following is a brief summary of Dr. Colletta’s
work:
“Knowledgeable, entertaining and
experienced, John Philip Colletta is a popular
Washington, D.C.-based lecturer on topics of
family history research and writing. For twenty
years, while laying the foundation for his career in
genealogy, he worked half-time at the Library of
Congress and taught workshops at the National
Archives.
Today Dr. Colletta lectures nationally,
teaches at local schools, and conducts programs for
the Smithsonian Institution’s Resident Associate
Program. He is a faculty member of the Institute of
Genealogy and Historical Research at Samford
University (Birmingham, Ala.), the Salt Lake
Institute of Genealogy, and Boston University’s
Certificate in Family History program. His
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publications include numerous articles, both
scholarly and popular, two manuals -- They Came
in Ships: A Guide to Finding Your Immigrant
Ancestor's Arrival Record and Finding Italian
Roots: The Complete Guide for Americans – and
one “murder-mystery-family-history,” Only a Few
Bones: A True Account of the Rolling Fork Tragedy
and Its Aftermath.
Dr. Colletta has received many professional
awards and honors and appears frequently on
podcasts and local and national radio and television.
His Ph.D. in Medieval French is from The Catholic
University of America. For more information, visit
www.genealogyjohn.com.”
The four presentations that Dr.
Colletta will give on April 6 are
“Lesser Used Federal Records: Sources
of Rich Detail about Ancestors’
Lives;” “The Germanic French:
Researching Alsatian and Lorrainian
Families;” “Discovering the REAL
Stories of Your Immigrant Ancestors;”
and “Erie Canal Genealogy: The
Peopling of Upstate New York and the
Old Northwest.” Look for more details
in the program schedule included with
this newsletter.
For lunch, Schmidt’s will offer a
choice of bratwurst, Bahama Mamas, and
knockwurst along with German potato salad, hot
sauerkraut, chunky cinnamon applesauce, and
miniature versions of their famous cream puffs.
The Columbus Metropolitan Library and the
Franklin County Genealogical and Historical
Society are co-hosting the event. It will be held in
the library auditorium at 96 S. Grant Ave. Ohio Pal
Am will hold a brief Annual Membership Meeting
after lunch.
The entire day is a tremendous value at only
$35 for members and $45 for non-members. You
may register by mail or through the Ohio PalAm
website, < www.oh-palam.org >, but don’t delay.
Early bird discounts end March 30, and a full house
is expected. Tell your friends and register now for
what promises to be a truly enjoyable and
educational event.
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he Nominating Committee is pleased to
announce the following candidates for
election at the Annual Membership
Meeting during the Spring Seminar on
April 6, 2013:
Vern Erickson - President
Vern has been Vice President of Ohio
Chapter for the past three years, and now
graciously accepts the nomination for
president. He holds a Master’s Degree
in Business-Health Services
Administration from the University of
Wisconsin. He used that education in
various planning, finance and business
development and operations at several hospitals, a
trade association and medical practices. In addition,
to the past three years as Ohio Chapter VicePresident, his leadership and experience includes:
President of Kiwanis (Dayton), and a member of the
board for Big Brothers/Big Sisters. Heritage books
published three books based on his genealogical
work.

Nancy M. Karchner Corresponding Secretary
Nancy is completing her first term
as Corresponding Secretary and is
running for a second term. A longtime member of Pal Am, she and her
husband Ted have served in
numerous capacities with National and Ohio
Chapter. A descendant of Balthasar Wennerick, a
1710 Palatine immigrant, she is working on her
application into the Kocherthal Circle of Pal Am.
Nancy is a retired RN and lives in Monroe, OH.
George E. Biggs – Trustee
George is a native of Western
Pennsylvania, born in McKeesport
and raised in Johnstown. He
received his bachelor’s degree
from Otterbein College,
Westerville, Ohio in 1967, and his Master of Social
Work from the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor,
Michigan in 1974. He served in the Unites States
army from 1968 – 1971. George began his
genealogical journey over 40 years ago. He is a
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member of the Ohio Genealogical Society, The
Ohio Historical Society, Palatines to America, and
the Central Ohio Roots Magic User Group. George
recently taught an eight week beginning genealogy
course at his Church, St. John’s Lutheran in Grove
City, and is currently coordinating a Roots Magic
User Group in Grove City. He and his wife’s
families are from Ireland, England, and Germany
and have been in the United States, for the most
part, since the mid 1700s. Some of the surnames he
is researching include, Biggs, Ludwick, Rugh
(Ruch), Keeran, Whetstone, Wingate, Merritt(s)
Murrits, and Rhoades.
Wendy Fetters -Trustee
Wendy joined the Board in 2012, finishing an
uncompleted term as Trustee. Genealogy was on
Wendy’s retirement bucket list. “After attending
two classes with Dr. Derek Davey at Lourdes
College I was hooked! I have focused on my
father's line, Fetters/Vetter and am working on
'proving' ancestry back to Konrad Vetter 1587,
Germany. My brick wall is Nicholas Mann, born
1827, Nova Scotia. German?” Unbelievably Wendy
ended up moving 10 miles from her mother's
4xgreat grandparents family farm! Her two aunts
and one uncle are in their 90's and are delighted to
share their stories of the farm. Wendy is currently
promoting a genealogical trip to Germany.

Geoff Warthman – Trustee
Geoff caught the genealogy bug
while in high school and has
been researching various lines
of his family ever since. His
collection of The Palatine
Immigrant starts with the
summer 1979 issue, and has been a member for
over 33 years. In addition, he belongs to the Ohio
Genealogical Society, Ohio Historical Society and
Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society. Now
retired, he finally has the time to complete the
research, write the family history and hopefully
break through a brick wall or two as well as help
the Ohio Chapter. Geoff is the new coordinator for
the Community Forum Series (page 15)
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he Ohio Chapter of Pal-Am sponsored a
free workshop on November 10, 2012, at
the Schiappa Branch of the Public
Library of Steubenville, Ohio. The topic
for the workshop was “German Genealogical
Research” presented by Ernest Thode. Ernie has
been manager of the Local History and Genealogy
Department of the Washington County Public
Library in Marietta, Ohio, since 1992. He holds an
undergraduate degree from Purdue University and
Master’s degree in German from Stanford
University. He has authored several books,
including German-English Genealogical Dictionary
and A ddress Book for Germanic Genealogy. An
author, lecturer, and teacher, Ernie’s ancestors
come from Schleswig-Holstein and Hanover.
Ernie’s first session covered “Beginning
your German Research.” He talked about how
different the language, printed words, and
handwriting is in German. He reviewed how to
look at German records and dates, as well as how to
transcribe your family names using given names
and surnames. He also discussed how to use maps,
names of places, place-name prefixes,
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misinterpretations, and gazetteers.
The second session covered “German
Migration to America.” Ernie discussed different
reasons for migration, and gave a detailed timeline
for German migration to American. It started with
the 1683 settlement in Germantown, Pennsylvania,
and was followed by the 1710 migration of
Mennonites and Amish to New Bern, North
Carolina. Other noted migrations were the 1776
“Hessian” Soldiers; 1817 settlement at Zoar, Ohio;
and Castle Garden between 1820 through 1892.
Also covered were the 1848 German Revolution
and US Alien Naturalization Act in 1862 for Civil
War Service, which allowed a German who had
served in the Civil War to become a naturalized
citizen.
In addition to Ernie’s presentation, Sandy
Day, Local Historian and Genealogist at the
Steubenville Library, reviewed what records and
information is available at the Schiappa Branch in
Steubenville. Among those in attendance was one
gentleman who traveled all the way from
Kingsport, Tennessee. He discovered this
workshop on our Pal-Am website, and since there
was nothing similar in his area he decided to make
the trip north. Everyone in attendance enjoyed the
workshop and all found something significant to
his/her research of German ancestors.

Finding Your German Ancestor
Saturday, March 9, 2013: 10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Ohio History Center Archives/Library
In recent censuses Anglo-Americans have claimed more German ancestors than any other European
nativity. Because relatively few of these descendants have acquired proficiency in the German language, the research may seem daunting. This overview explains how a novice can research his German
origins without knowing much German. Techniques and tips for research in both US and German records will be presented in this class. You will find out ways to use US court records and online sources
to trace your German ancestor in America. Also find out the right way to use the web to find your ancestor in Germany. Time will be set aside for class participants to ask specific questions about their research challenges. Register at the OHS website http://www.ohiohistory.org/collections--archives/
archives-library/workshops.
Cost: $15.00 OHS/FCGHS members, $20.00 non members
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The Ohio Chapter Palatines to America

2013 Spring Seminar
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century to the late 19th century. Research challenges
include: records kept in French, German, and Latin;
shifting national borders; peculiar surnames; and
Catholic, Protestants, and Jewish residents.
Indispensable Web sites are reviewed, as well as
manuals, and a large body of microfilmed records
available from the Family History Library in Salt
Lake City.

12:00 PM
Buffet

Schmidt’s Sausage Haus Classic

Program

John Colletta, Speaker
9:00 AM
Registration & Morning
Refreshments
9:20 Welcome
Roberta Newcomer
Announcements
Vern Erickson

9:30 Lesser Used Federal Records: Sources of
Rich Detail about Ancestors’ Lives

Whenever the path of an ancestor’s life intersected
with a federal government agency, paperwork was
created. That paperwork fills the National Archives.
Most of it has not been indexed, published,
microfilmed or digitized, but some it has. This
lecture explores the more easily accessible
paperwork that provides rich biographical detail
about our ancestors.

10:30 Mid-Morning Break
11:00 The Germanic French: Researching
Alsatian and Lorrainian Families

This lecture describes how a significant population
of German-speakers came to reside in France and
explores the peculiarities of researching ancestors
of Alsace, Lorraine, and Elsass-Lothringen. It
discusses when, why, and how people from these
areas came to the United States from the late 18th

12:45 Annual Membership Meeting

1:15 Discovering the REAL Stories of Your
Immigrant Ancestors

The immigrant experience was not the same for
every one of the English, Irish, Italians, Germans,
Jews and others who came to America. Each
immigrant’s story is unique. Using three 19th
century case studies, this lecture describes the
original records and published materials available
to discover the particular facts of your own
ancestor’s story. It discusses how to evaluate those
facts and assemble them into a story that conveys
both the drama and individuality of your ancestor’s
emigration/immigration experience.

2:15 Afternoon Break
2:30 Erie Canal Genealogy: The Peopling of
Upstate New York and the Old Northwest

Triumph of American ingenuity and wonder of the
world, The Erie Canal affected the lives of millions
of our ancestors from Maine to Minnesota. This
lecture chronicles the building of the canal, 18171825, and describes the many ways our ancestors
may have worked for, on or along the “Big Ditch.”
It also explores ways they used “Clinton’s Folly” or
benefited from it.

3:30

Adjournment

2013
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REGISTRATION FORM
Ohio Chapter Palatines to America Spring Seminar – April 6, 2013
Registration Deadline – March 30, 2013
Register today using this form or by using PayPal on our website: www.oh-palam.org

Member Registration Fee: $35.00
______
Non-member Registration Fee: $45.00
______
Student Registration Fee: $20.00
______
Late Registration Fee (after March 30) add: $10.00 _______
Total: ______________________
Program Fee Includes Lunch (Schmidt’s Sausage Haus) & Material
Name:__________________________________________________________ Member? Yes #_____

_____ No

Name:__________________________________________________________ Member? Yes #_____

_____ No

Address:______________________________________________________________________
City________________________________________
State:____________Zip:______________
Phone_____________________________ E-Mail:_____________________________________

I/We are researching the following surnames (Please print. Limit four):
______________________________ ______________________________

______________________________ _______________________________
Enclosed is my check payable to: Ohio Chapter Pal Am in the amount of
$_________
Send to: Ginny Poland, 162 Imperial Drive, Gahanna, OH 43230-2416
ginnyp1956@att.net
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As a member of the Ohio Chapter you also are a member of Palatines to America, the national
organization. On the Palatines to America page is a button for members only. The Palatine Patter
Newsletter first issue for 2013 is available online now. Please click on the members only button and after
you have logged-in click Patter Newsletter and you will see the copy there.

Gate 1 Travel is featuring a German Roots Tour from October 14-22, 2013. This is an opportunity to
travel with Dr. Michael Lacopo, who will lead lectures and visits to the most important research
facilities. The group is expected to be 20-35 people, and Ohio Chapter Palatines to America members
and friends are among the first to be invited. Early booking discounts apply until March 1. This is a
great opportunity to travel and learn at a very reasonable price. For complete information, visit
<http://www.gate1travel.com/lacopo.aspx>

OHIO CHAPTER BOARD
Ohio Chapter Officers
President: Roberta Newcomer rnewcome@columbus.rr.com
V-President: Vern Erickson vehouse@aol.com
Recording Secretary: Lori Poch loripoch@yahoo.com
Corresponding Secretary:
Nancy Karchner nkarchner@cinci.rr.com
Treasurer: Ginny Poland ginnyp1956@att.net
Membership Registrar:
Tom Swinehart tshart@greenapple.com
Past President: Mary Hess mhess138@aol.com

Trustees
Walt Bauer wbauer57@gmail.com
Larry Bicking lbicking@roadrunner.com
Linda Dietrich lindabelle@lcs.net
Wendy Fetters wendyfetters@gmail.com
Ted W. Karchner tedkarchner@cinci.rr.com
Debora Seemueller dseemueller@gmail.com
Carol Swinehart ckfsmail@gmail.com
David Uhrick dauhrick@columbus.rr.com
Geoff Warthman lwarthman@att.net

Committee Chairs
Awards: Mary Hess
Financial: Ted W. Karchner
Library Liaison: Russ Pollitt russpollitt@gmail.com
Book Sales: Donna Boyce celticdonna3@sbcglobal.net
Nominations: R. Craig Bailey craigbai1@aol.com
Publications: Shelley Bishop ShelleyKB@aol.com
Programs: OPEN
Heritage Editor: Richard Uhrick ruhrick@otterbein.edu
Webmaster: Carol Swinehart

National Office
4601 N. High Street, Columbus, OH 43214 Suite C
Or by mail:
PO Box 141260, Columbus, OH 43214
614-267-4700
www.palam.org
Palatines to America is a non-profit organization dedicated to finding
the origins of German-speaking ancestors in Europe. Membership dues
per year (October 1 through September 30): USA residents • $35
individual • $40 family
Make checks payable to Membership Registrar, Palatines to America.
Payment includes both National and Chapter dues.
The OH Chapter of Pal Am publishes Palatine Heritage Newsletter
with quarterly issues in February, May, August, and November.
Published articles may be copied for non-commercial use by
genealogists or for reprint if proper credit is given: Palatine Heritage,
Ohio Chapter of Palatines to America, copyright 2010.
Queries are welcome and will be printed in two (2) successive
newsletters. Please use genealogically accepted format and
abbreviations.
Contributions to Heritage are encouraged. Articles should not exceed
600 words. If materials submitted are copyrighted, proof of
authorization to publish must be provided; sources from other
magazines must be cited so appropriate credit can be given.

Palatines to America 2013 Membership Application
Membership Year: 01 October 2012 to 30 September 2013
(Your member number can be found on the mailing label of any publication)
Name (1) ______________________________________ Member # _______________
Name (2) ______________________________________ Member # _______________
Street Address ______________________________________________
City/State __________________________________________________
Zip _________________ Phone _______________________________
E-mail _____________________________________________________
Chapters: Member ship Optional (Cir cle one) CO
U.S. Annual Dues (includes member ship in one chapter ):
Individual + Chapter
$35
Family + Chapter
$40
Life + Chapter
$875
Canada/Mexico Annual Dues:
Individual + Chapter
$43
Family + Chapter
$48
Life + Chapter
$875
Other Countries Annual Dues:
Individual
$50
Family
$55

IN NC NY OH PA

None

Annual Dues:________

Additional Chapter Memberships (Do not select chapter named above):
CO IL IN NC NY OH PA None
# of Chapters ____ x $8.00 (U.S.) = $_________
Canada/Mexico - $9.00, Other Countries - $15.00
Additional Chapters:________
International Members (Additional Postage):
Canada/Mexico - $8, Other Countries - $15

International Postage:________

Support the Ohio Chapter with your tax-deductible donation:
Become a Friend of the Ohio Chapter - $15
Become a Supporter of the Ohio Chapter - $50
Become a Patron of the Ohio Chapter - $100
Ohio Chapter Donation:________
National PalAm Patter Newsletter
Online at www.palam.org - No Charge
Printed Copies - $5.00

Printed Patter Option:________

Total Enclosed: ___________
Send check payable to Palatines to America to:
Palatines to America, P.O. Box 141260, Columbus, Ohio 43214
Want to renew your membership online? Go to www.oh-palam.org/ and click on Renew Now on the righthand side.

Ohio Chapter — Palatines to America Donation Form
OHIO Chapter – Palatines to America* is a non-profit organization. We invite you to support our
society’s efforts to maintain, enhance and disseminate information on German genealogy.

Yes, I want to support the Ohio Chapter’s educational efforts. Enclosed is my donation for:
$500 Goenner / Benefactor
$100 Schirmherr / Patron
$50 Anhaenger / Supporter
$15 Freund / Friend
Other $____________

Name
Address

City, State, Zip

Email

Phone

Send your tax-deductible contributions payable to:
OH Chapter – Palatines to America
P.O. Box 302
Columbus, OH 43085
Thank you for your support!
* 501 c (3) non-profit designation

GOENER/BENEFACTOR $500
None
SHIRMHERR/PATRON $100
Marilyn Trelvik
Roberta Newcomer
Gary Martzolf
Joyce Templeton
Nancy Ottman
Larry and Liz Bicking
ANHAENGER/SUPPORTER $50
Lena and Joyce Templeton

David and Pat Uhrick
Charles Uber
Linda Efflinger
FRUEND/FRIEND $25
Nancy McDonnell
OTHER
Burton and Donna Kassel
Donna Boyce
Ernest and Barbara Thode
Mary Shellenbarger

Tom and Carol Swinehart
Jeanne Graef
Nancy Kelly
Norman Knapp
John F. Marshall
George and Abigail Faerber
Anna Kapoor
Nancy Riley
Barbara Garguilo
Harry and Linda Strauss
Shelly Bishop
William Toft
Thomas Hill

OHIO Chapter PalAm
Mail Order Price List for Publications & Other Sale Items
Rev. 1/19/13
Full descriptions of all items can be seen on our website –
www.oh-palam.org/bookstore, where you may also place your order.
Beginning Genealogy
Beginning Genealogy: Start It Right! - Dr. Arta F. Johnson ... copyright 1993
The Very Basics of German Genealogy - Kenneth L. Smith ... copyright 1993
German Research
A Guide to the Spelling & Pronunciation of German Names - Dr. Arta F. Johnson … c 1981
Eighteenth Century Emigrants from Langensbold in Hesse to America – Annette Kunselman
Burgert, FGSP, FASG … copyright 1997
Eighteenth Century Emigrants from Northern Alsace to America – Annette Kunselman Burgert,
FGSP, FASG … copyright 1992
German Genealogical Research - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyright 2003
How to Read German Church Records Without Knowing Much German- Dr. Arta F. Johnson …
copyright 1980

Nineteenth Century Emigrants from Baden-Wuerttemberg, vol. 1 - Bridgitte Burkett … c 1997
Palatine Origins of Some Pennsylvania Pioneers– Annette Kunselman Burgert, FGSP, FASG …
copyright 2000

People of the Palatinate (revised edition) - Dr. Arta F. Johnson … copyright 1981, rev.1989
The Origins, Development & Meanings of German Names - Dr. Arta F. Johnson …
copyright 1984

U.S. German Research
Civil War Genealogy - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyright 2003
Genealogical Research for GA, IL, IN, KY, MA, MD, MO, NC, NY, OH, PA, SC, TN, VA
(separate book for each state) - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyrights 1993-2005
Germans Into and Out of Ohio Before 1850 - Ernest Thode… copyright 1993
Handbook of Genealogical Sources - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyright 1996
Migrations West & Backtracking East - Dr. Arta F. Johnson With Merlin C. & Eva M. Finnell …
copyright 1984

Revolutionary War Genealogy - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyright 1997
War of 1812 Genealogy - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyright 2004
Other Items:
Tote Bags
--“Boat tote” style with PalAm logo - 17”X16”X4”
--Shoulder style with PalAm logo - 16”x14.5”x3”
--Flat - 14”x14”
T-shirts…..Large and Medium sizes
(PalAm 1999 National Conference logo on front)
PalAm National logo clipper ship pin
Clipper ship logo ball cap

Free shippping. Sales tax of 6.75% for OHIO RESIDENTS ONLY
To place an order, make checks payable to Ohio Chapter PalAm and mail to:
Ohio Chapter PalAm/Bookstore
PO Box 302, Worthington, OH 43085
OR go to: www.oh-palam.org/bookstore. You may pay via PayPal when ordering online.

$
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Adopted:
Amended:
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November 29, 1978
January __, 1987
May 13, 1989
September 30, 2001
September 6, 2012

ARTICLE I – NAME
Section 1 The name of the or ganization shall be the
OHIO CHAPTER OF THE PALATINES TO
AMERICA (herein called “CHAPTER”)
Section 2 sees Ar ticle X
Section 3 sees Ar ticle X
ARTICLE II – PURPOSE
Section 1
The purpose of the Chapter shall be:
a. To promote interest, education and study of the
migration of the “Palatines” and other German speaking
peoples to North America. (This Chapter will not
conduct any charitable or religious activities)
b. To exchange information relating to the life, times and
society of the Palatine emigrants and other German
speaking peoples and their descendants.
c. To encourage fellowship among the members.
d. To receive, hold and invest funds, dues, gifts, sales,
interest, etc. and to hold and administer property for the
benefit of the CHAPTER and for the educational
purposes as provided in Section 501(c) (3) of the
Internal Revenue Code.
ARTICLE III – MEMBERSHIP AND DUES
Section 1
Membership shall be open to all interested
in the purposes of the CHAPTER.
Types of membership available:
a. Individual or Institutional (Library, Genealogical
Society or Historical Association)
b. Family - two people at the same address
Life
Section 2
The amount of dues and method of
payment shall be determined by the
National Board.
Section 3
The membership year shall be 1 October
through 30 September. The
fiscal year shall
be 1 April through 31 March.
Section 4
Any member paying dues during the
membership year shall enjoy all rights and
privileges of the CHAPTER.
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ARTICLE IV – OFFICERS
Section 1
The elected officers of the CHAPTER
shall be:
a. President,
b. Vice President,
c. Recording Secretary,
d. Corresponding Secretary
Treasurer.
These officers shall perform the duties
prescribed in these by-laws, by the authority of the
Policy and Procedures adopted by the CHAPTER.
Section 2
All officers shall be elected to serve for
two (2) years or until a successor is elected; and
their term of office shall begin at the close of the
Annual Meeting at which they are elected. The
elected officers shall not be eligible to serve more
than two successive elected terms in the same
office.
Section 3
Vacancies in any elected office, other than
President, shall be filled by a majority vote of the
Board members voting.
ARTICLE V – GOVERNING BOARD
Section 1
The governing board is comprised of the
Executive Committee (President, Vice President,
Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary,
Treasurer, Membership Registrar, and Immediate
Past President), nine Trustees, and Standing
Committee Chairs. The trustee terms shall be three
(3) years and shall be staggered so that only three
(3) are elected each year at the Annual Membership
Meeting.
Section 2
The Board shall:
Hold at least four (4) meetings per year to conduct the
general business of the CHAPTER.
Perform such duties as specified in the By-Laws and
Policies and Procedures.
Determine the amount of bond for the Treasurer and pay
for such bond from CHAPTER funds.
Section 3
Special meetings of the Board may be
called by the President or by five (5) members of
the Board. The purpose of the meeting shall be
stated in the call which must be publicized at least
ten (10) days prior to the meeting.
Section 4
A quorum for Board meetings shall consist
of a majority of the Governing Board.
Section 5
Board meetings and the minutes of such
meetings shall be open to the general membership.
ARTICLE VI - MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
Section 1
There shall be an Annual Membership
Meeting of the CHAPTER to be held no later than
30 June at a time and place determined by the
Board. Recommendations of the Board shall be
acted upon; officers shall be elected, budget for the
(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)

coming year shall be adopted; and reports of
officers and committees shall be submitted.
Section 2
Special meetings of the CHAPTER shall
be held when requested by five (5) members of the
board or by a petition signed by twenty-five (25)
members of the CHAPTER. The purpose of such
meeting shall be stated and must be mailed to all
members thirty (30) days prior to the meeting.
Section 3
A quorum shall consist of twenty-five (25)
members of the CHAPTER.
ARTICLE VII – COMMITTEES
Section 1
The President shall appoint the
Chairpersons of the Standing Committees with the
approval of a majority of the Governing Board.
Chairpersons of Standing Committees shall be
voting members of the Board.
Standing Committees:
Program
Finance and Budget
Publicity
Publications
Section 2
Special Committees shall be named by the
President with the approval of Board unless the
method of selection is regulated by these By-Laws
or the act creating the committee. The Chairpersons
of Special Committees, who are not Trustees or
Officers, shall not be voting members of the board.
Section 3
The President shall be an ex officio
member of all committees.
ARTICLE VIII – PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY
Section 1
The rules contained in the current edition
of ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER shall govern
the CHAPTER in all cases to which they apply and
are not inconsistent with these By-Laws.
ARTICLE IX – AMENDMENT OF THE BY-LAWS
Section 1
These By-Laws may be amended at any
meeting of the membership of the
CHAPTER by
a majority vote of those present, providing such
amendment has been submitted in
writing to the membership thirty (30)
days prior to the meeting.
Section 2
Alternately, a proposed amendment to the
By-Laws with a ballot may be mailed to all
members in good standing. All original ballots
received by the Secretary within forty-five (45) days
from the mailing shall be counted; returned ballots
must total 10% of the membership; a two-thirds
(2/3) vote of the returned ballots, excluding blanks
and abstentions, is required to amend.
Section 3
Any amendment to these by-laws approved
by the chapter must be to the National Society for
approval before implementation.
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ARTICLE X – RESTRICTIONS AND DISSOLUTION
OF THE CHAPTER
Section 1
This Society is organized exclusively for
charitable, religious, educational and scientific
purposes, including , for such purposes, the making
of organizations that qualify as exempt
organizations under section 501(c) (3) of the
Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of
any future tax code.”
Section 2
The Society shall use its funds only to
accomplish the objectives and purposes specified in
the By-Laws, and no part of the net earnings of the
organization shall inure to the benefit of or be
distributable to its members, trustees, officers, or
other private persons, except that the organization
shall be authorized and empowered to pay
reasonable compensation for services rendered and
to make payments and distributions in furtherance
of the purposes set forth in purpose clause hereof
(Article II). No substantial part of the activities of
the chapter shall be the carrying of propaganda, or
otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and
the Chapter shall not participate in, or intervene in
(including the publishing or distribution of
statements) any political campaign on behalf of any
candidate for public office. Notwithstanding any
other provision of this document, the organization
shall not carry on any other activities not permitted
to be carried on:
By an organization exempt from federal
income tax under Section 501(c)(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code, or
corresponding section of any future
federal tax code or
By an organization, contributions to which
are deductible under Section 170(c) (2)
of the Internal Revenue Code, or
corresponding section of any future
code.
Section 3
Upon the dissolution of the Chapter, assets
shall be distributed for one or more exempt
purposes within the meaning of Section 501©(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding
section of any future federal tax code, or shall be
distributed to the federal government, or to a state or
government, for a public purpose. Any such assets
not disposed of shall be disposed of by the Court of
Common Pleas of the county in the principal office
of the organization is then located, exclusively such
purposes or to such an organization or
organizations, as said Court shall determine, which
are organized and operated exclusively for such
purposes.
Section 4
Should this Chapter dissolve, all Chapter
assets will become the property of the National
PALAM Society.
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n December, FamilySearch.org added five new databases to its collection of online German resources.
Although they are not indexed, the images can now be browsed at <www.familysearch.org>. The
databases are:

Germany, Bavaria, Mindelheim, Miscellaneous City Records
Description: Miscellaneous city records from Mindelheim, Bavaria, Germany. Includes the following record
types: census records, citizen rolls, genealogical charts, and tax records. This collection is being published as
images become available. (119,502 images)
Description: Miscellaneous city records from Neuburg an der Donau, Bavaria, Germany. Includes several
city districts, including Bergen, Bittenbrunn, Bruck, Heinrichsheim, Neuburg and der Donau, and Zell. This
collection includes the following record types: cemetery records, census records, citizenship rolls, city
directories, emigration records, Jewish registers, property registers, school records, tax records, and wills.
(68,339 images)
Description: Miscellaneous city records from the city of Straubing, Bavaria, Germany. Records include
burgher rolls (citizens lists) of various types and an alphabetical card file of population registration. Original
records are located in the Stadtarchiv Straubing, Germany. (71,092 images)
Description: Civil registration of births, marriages, and death for Hesse, Germany. Birth records are available
for 1874-1901, marriages only for 1874-1877, and deaths for 1874-1927. Also includes index volumes for
births 1874-1901, marriages 1874-1927 and deaths 1874-1927. Not all localities are complete but records
will continue to be added to this collection over time. Check the wiki or browse the collection to determine
current coverage. Original records are located in the Hessisches Staatsarchiv Marburg. (2,289,166 images)
Description: Images of seven card files of baptisms, marriages, deaths, and burials for Stralsund, Pomerania
and the neighboring community of Voigdehagen. There are three separate files for baptisms, marriages, and
deaths for Stralsund; a separate file for burials at the Klosterkirche St. Johannis, also in Stralsund; and three
additional files for baptisms, marriages, and deaths for the community of Voigdehagen. The cards are
arranged alphabetically by surname and then by given name. The original files are located in the Stadtarchiv
der Hansestadt Stralsund, Germany. (457,603 images)

As you may or may not have noticed there is a new Pal Am logo on the Heritage banner and in
November’s issue. This is a trial logo to see how members accept the logo. The majority of the National
Board approved bringing the logo up-to-date with the organization. A membership vote will take place at
the June meeting to permanently change the logo.
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GERMAN COMMUNITY FORUM SERIES

REMEMBER WE ARE NOW MEETING IN THE 3RD FLOOR BOARD ROOM
(NEAR THE GENEALOGY SECTION OF THE LIBRARY) OF CML.
February 23
March 23

18th Century Immigrants, led by Barb Bauer
Reviewing Old German Script, led by Patricia Berens

THE SERIES WILL CONTINUE IN AUGUST 2013
Everyone is welcome to attend... no advance registration is necessary. Watch the chapter
website for latest information at www.oh-palam.org

The following new Chapter members joined between November 2012 and January 2013.
The roster of the Ohio Chapter, Palatines to America is now 345

PATTI ALBAUGH– TUCON, AZ
JOHN BIERMAN– DAYTON, OH
GERALD DAMEROW– LITTLE ROCK, AR
BROCK DITTRICK– HIGHLAND, MI
DORLIES RASMUSSEN-MEISSNER– FT. COLLINS, CO
LEANNA ELDER SHABERLY– BOWLING GREEN, OH
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MAKE SURE YOU CHECK THE
SPRING SEMINAR INFORMATION
ON PAGE 6

COMING EVENTS
February 23
March 23

Community Forum Series, 18th Century Immigrants—Columbus Metropolitan Library
Community Forum Series, Reviewing Old German Script—Columbus Metropolitan Library

April 6
April 25-27
June 20-22
Sept 15-22

SPRING SEMINAR, Columbus Metropolitan Library—Columbus, OH PAGE 6
Ohio Genealogical Society Conference—Cincinnati, OH
Palatines to America NATIONAL CONFERENCE—Albany, NY
Family History Trip—Salt Lake City, UT

October 12

FALL SEMINAR, Der Dutchman Restaurant—Plain City, OH

