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further research
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information
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emigrants and
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W

e heard about a lot of great new and old
websites and search strategies at the
Ohio Chapter Fall Seminar. The tools
we use for doing genealogy research
seem to change everyday. Baerbel Johnson from the
Family History Center in Salt Lake City addressed
internet use for German genealogy research. As noted
in the evaluations, beginners and experts found
something useful in her presentations and handouts.
She was wonderful. Everyone loved the Der Dutchman
food, room accommodations and vendors, too! The
event had the best attendance in recent years. Dr.
Richard Hartle did a great job publicizing the seminar.
We had 91 attendees, many of whom were nonmembers.
Vice President Tom Gerke and his team did a
fantastic job organizing the event – Linda Dietrich
handled registration activities, Debbie Seemueller
prepared name tags and attendee lists, Lori Poch
organized the raffle, Donna Boyce (assisted by Linda
Dietrich) manned the Ohio Pal Am book sales and
Ginny Poland staffed the used resources table. A
special thank you is owed to Ernie Thode who provided
free research consulting help.
Details for our April 25, 2015 Spring Seminar have
been finalized. We have decided to return to the Der
Dutchman Restaurant in Plain City, OH.
The presenters will be: Dr. Allen Bernard, speaking on
"From Wotan to Boniface to the Statue of Liberty -- A
Perspective on the Evolution of German Religious
Practice"; Rebecca Hill, speaking on "A Presidential
Library with a Genealogical Slant"; Patricia Moseley

Van Skaik, speaking on "Using Social Media for
Genealogy"; and Ernie Thode, speaking on "Passenger
Lists for Germans on Both Sides of the Atlantic."
Registration materials are found on page 55.
At our October Board meeting approval was
granted to reformate and update a number of
copyrighted books published by the Ohio Chapter. A
marketing program is being developed to make them
more widely available to the public. A task force
headed by Carol Chafin has been exploring ways of
organizing a bus trip to Washington, DC research
facilities. The Board thanked Ms. Chafin and asked her
to put an announcement in our newsletter to learn how
much interest the members might have in this activity.
Our programs are outstanding opportunities to meet
others interested in German genealogy research. Those
of you who live close to Columbus may find the
monthly German Community Forum activities held at
the Columbus Metropolitan Library to be a great way to
network with people passionate about genealogy. Most
participants are knowledgeable researchers who are
willing to help others.
Our Board members are committed to making the
Chapter a valued organization to the membership.
Please contact any of us with ideas and suggestions.

Vern Erickson

Our mailing address is:

Become a Fan on
Facebook, search for
Ohio Chapter Palatines
to America.
Come check out
all of the ways you
can keep up with
us.

Or Follow us on
Twitter:
www.twitter.com/palamoh

PO Box 302 Worthington,
OH 43085
If you need directions for
accessing the “Members Only”
section on the website, contact
Vern Erickson
vehouse@aol.com
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1:15 pm Using Social Media for Genealogy
Patricia Van Skaik, MA

2015 Spring Seminar
“German Genealogy – Research,
Technology and History”
The Der Dutchman Restaurant
445 S. Jefferson Avenue, U.S. Route 42
Plain City, Ohio 43064

Saturday, April 25, 2015
9:00 am – 3:30 pm
9:00 am Registration
9:30 am From Wotan to Boniface to the
Statue of Liberty – A Perspective on
the Evolution of German Religious
Practices
Allen Bernard, PhD
Dr. Bernard discusses the influence of the
early Nordic gods and goddesses on the
early Germanic peoples, the imprint it left
on the culture, the Christianizing of middle
Europe, the Reformation and the
establishment of Protestant churches and
sects in Germanic lands.
11:00 am A Presidential Library with a
Genealogical Slant
Rebecca Hill, MA
The Rutherford B. Hayes Presidential
Center is the first presidential library and
the only one with a major genealogical
collection. Learn about its great collection
of unique Ohio items.
12:00 pm Lunch

Ms. Skaik manages one of the largest US
genealogy collections at the
Public Library of Cincinnati and
Hamilton County. She writes a
social media column (the
DigiGenie), tweets under the
same name and lectures widely on the
intersection of genealogy, technology and
librarianship.
2:30 pm Passenger Lists for Germans on
Both Sides of the Atlantic
Ernie Thode, MA
Mr. Thode is a nationally known
authority on Germanic roots
research. He is a prolific author
of many resources that are
essential for genealogists
interested in their German
heritage.
ADVANCED REGISTRATION- DEADLINE –
April 10, 2015; Late registration? Add $10.00
Register today through the form on page 55, or
use PayPal on our website: www.oh-palam.org
Fee for Program, Lunch (Der Dutchman Buffet)
& Materials: $39.00
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crucial to finding records in a German hometown,
the online versions of Meyers Gazetteer and
various regional gazetteers are a boon to
researchers. A growing number of websites, such
as CompGen (English version:
www.genealogy.net/genealogy), offer indexes and/
or digital images of church records, town
genealogies, historical publications, and more.

Photo courtesy of Stuart Herlan

B

aerbel Johnson, International Reference
Desk Consultant at the Family History
Library in Salt Lake City, spoke to a
crowd of over 90 people at Ohio
Chapter Palatines to America’s 2014 Fall Seminar,
held October 11th at Der Dutchman Restaurant in
Plain City. In addition to Baerbel’s four
presentations, the seminar featured book vendors,
consultations with Ernie Thode, a raffle, and Der
Dutchman’s signature lunch buffet.
Baerbel began by discussing “Helpful
German Research Websites.” From sites providing
research help, such as FamilySearch.org’s Wiki
and Learning Center, she progressed to those
offering immigration and emigration resources.
Since identifying correct places and jurisdictions is

In her second presentation, “German
Ancestors and Their Occupations,” Baerbel
explained how understanding the social and
historical context of our ancestors’ lives helps us
find and interpret records created about them.
Occupation and social status were tightly
intertwined in medieval Germany, and
opportunities to improve one’s Stand were
virtually non-existent. The town administrators,
field overseers, and landlords held a great deal of
power over the lives of peasant farmers, who had
more obligations and fewer rights. This began to
change in the 1840s with the arrival of railroads
and industrialization.
A number of new German digital libraries are
bringing literature, gazetteers, parish registers,
family and local histories, and other resources to
the Internet. In “German Digital Libraries—A
Goldmine for Genealogists,” Baerbel
demonstrated how to use sites such as DigiBib
(http://compgen.de), Wikisource
(www.wikisource.org), and Google Books, as well
as various regional digital library and local history
sites. Digitized government newspapers can also
yield important finds. Baerbel recommended using
Google Translate to translate records and web
pages from German into English.
Baerbel’s final presentation of the day was
“German Research: Connecting People with
(Continued on page 53)
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(Continued from page 52)

Places.” Using a series of case studies to illustrate
her points, she discussed various hurdles to German
research and how they might be overcome. Creative
research strategies, knowledge of regional history,
use of Internet resources, and a never-give-up
attitude are some of the keys to success in solving
difficult research problems.

Baerbel Johnson receives award from Richard
Hartle. —Photo courtesy of Stuart Herlan

Tom Gerke—Photo courtesy of
Stuart Herlan
Above and Below—Participants partake of Der
Dutchman’s wonderful Buffet—Photos courtesy of
Stuart Herlan

Vern Erickson—Photo courtesy of
Stuart Herlan
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Have you ever wondered what is behind
the name on a street sign? Driving
through German Village in the southern
area of Columbus, Ohio, a sign name
stood out in my mind. “Reinhard Street” is
on the north side of Schiller Park….

J

acob Reinhard received the Democratic Party
nomination for Secretary of State, twice. Jacob
lost by a narrow margin. 4 He served on other
community interest groups, such as the Board
for the Construction of the Scioto Valley Rail Road in
1879, the committee to help prepare for Lincoln’s
Funeral Train’s stop in Columbus in 1865, and the
founding of St. Mary’s Church. 11 He was a director
and stockholder of several Columbus manufacturing
companies. 14 He received the honor of “President for
the Day” in the first Saengerfest (Song Fest) in 1852,
which consisted of music, dance, song and food as
well as gymnastic performances, a parade, and
speeches from dignitaries. The celebration, held in
Stewart’s Park (now called Schiller Park) still occurs
today. 13
Jacobs’s third contribution to Columbus was
organizing and founding the Reinhard & Company

Jacob is the tall man with his hand in his shirt and
has a mustache; photo courtesy of the Columbus
Metropolitan Library

2014

Bank on 8 May 1877. It was located in his Westbote
Building on S. High Street. Jacob Reinhard was
President, Frederick Fieser was Vice President, and
Joseph Falkenbach served as Manager/Cashier. Two of
Jacob’s sons worked in the bank, John as a teller and
Jacob as a bookkeeper.
The bank, which went out of business after
Jacob’s death, according to Hooper’s History of
Columbus. Other records indicate mismanagement of
the bank by his sons which out of business in 1900. 4
Jacob Reinhard died at age 78 on 13 October
1893. Catharine, his wife, is buried with her husband at
Mount Calvary Cemetery in Columbus, in the Holy
Cross section. It was the city’s first Catholic Cemetery,
located near Cooper Stadium. 18 A large square plotstone engraved with the Reinhard name resides there.
On the top is a cross, made of marble. Other members
of his family are also buried in the family plot.
“The integrity, energy and business sagacity
which he [Jacob] has always displayed throughout his
business and public career have secured him not only
in wealth, but the confidence and esteem of his fellow
townsmen.” 14

No wonder a street in German
Village bears Jacob's name.
Bibliography:
4. Newsletter Barquilla de la Santa Maria, Bulletin of
the Catholic Record Society Diocese of Columbus. Vol.
XVIII, No. 3, March 1993.
11. The Heritage Collection, History of Franklin and
Pickaway County 1880, Illustrated and
Biographical Sketches, Published by William
Brothers (Evansville, Indiana: Unigraphic, 1980).
P. 561– 570
12. McKivigan, John Raymond. Democracy of
Columbus, Ohio during the Civil War (Master of Arts
theses: Ohio State University, 1973).
13. Studer, Jacob H. Columbus, Ohio, Its History,
Resources, and Progress with Numerous Illustrations
(Library of Congress, 1873), p. 123-124, 138.
14. Industries of Ohio, Columbus Historical and
Descriptive Review, Business and Business Men in 1878
(Columbus: Historical Publishing Co., 1878), p. 318319.
15. Darbee, Jeffery T., and Recchie, Nancy A. Images
of America, German Columbus (Charleston, South
Carolina: Arcadia Publishing, 2005), p. 37.
16. Lentz, Ed. Columbus, The Story of a City
(Charleston, South Carolina: Arcadia Publishing, 2003).
17.
Columbus City Directory, 1870 – 1871.
18.
Wikipedia, www.Wiikipedia.com, Mount
Calvary Cemetery, Columbus, Ohio.
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Participants enjoy raffle drawings and other activities during lunch—Photos
courtesy of Stuart Herlan

Kenny Burck plugs the PalAm National
Conference in 2015—Photo courtesy of
Stuart Herlan

Ohio Chapter Palatines to America
Spring 2015 Seminar
Registration Form

NAME______________________________________________________Member? Yes# ___________No
NAME______________________________________________________Member? Yes# ___________No
ADDRESS___________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP _____________________________________________________________________
PHONE_________________________EMAIL_______________________________________________

I/We are researching the following surnames (Limit four please): 1. ________________
2. ___________________3. _____________________4. ________________________
I enclose my check payable to: Ohio Chapter Pal Am in the Amount of $_________
Send to: Send to: Linda Dietr ich, 5422 Cindy Lane, Cincinnati, OH 45239, lindabelle@lcs.net
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GERMAN COMMUNITY FORUM SERIES
IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE COLUMBUS METROPOLITAN LIBRARY.
JANUARY 24

CITY DIRECTORY RESEARCH
Julie Callahan
Main Library, 94 S. Grant Ave., 3rd Floor Boardroom

FEBRUARY 28

BEGINNING GERMAN GENEALOGY Nancy Ottman
Whetstone Park Library, 3909 N. High St.

MARCH 28

HOW TO USE FAMILY SEARCH
Pat Berens
Whetstone Park Library, 3909 N. High St.
FORUM SESSIONS ARE HELD FROM 10:00 AM —12:00 PM.

Everyone is welcome to attend... no advance registration is necessary. Watch the chapter
website for latest information at www.oh-palam.org
OHIO CHAPTER BOARD
Ohio Chapter Officers
President: Vern Erickson vehouse@aol.com
V-President: Thomas Gerke tagerke@yahoo.com
Recording Secretary: Lori Poch loripoch@yahoo.com
Corresponding Secretary:
Nancy Karchner nkarchner@cinci.rr.com
Treasurer: Linda Dietrich lindabelle@lcs.net
Membership Registrar:
Tom Swinehart tshart@greenapple.com
Past President: Roberta Newcomer
rnewcome@roadrunner.com

Trustees
Walt Bauer wbauer57@gmail.com
Larry Bicking lbicking@roadrunner.com
Wendy Fetters wendyfetters@gmail.com
Ted W. Karchner tkarchner@cinci.rr.com
Debora Seemueller dseemueller@gmail.com
Geoff Warthman lwarthman@att.net
George Biggs george.e.biggs@gmail.com
Ginny Poland ginny.poland@gmail.com
Marilyn Logue mlogue@sprintmail.com

Committee Chairs
Awards: Mary Hess mhess1014@gmail.com
Financial: Ted W. Karchner see above
Library Liaison: Russ Pollitt russpollitt@gmail.com
Nominations: R. Craig Bailey craigbai1@aol.com
Publications: Shelley Bishop ShelleyKB@aol.com
Programs: OPEN
Publicity: Richard Hartle rhartle12@columbus.rrr.com

Heritage Editor: Richard Uhrick
uhrick.richard@gmail.com
Webmaster: Carol Swinehart ckfsmail@gmail.com

National Office
4601 N. High Street, Columbus, OH 43214 Suite C
Or by mail:
PO Box 141260, Columbus, OH 43214
614-267-4700
www.palam.org
Palatines to America is a non-profit organization dedicated to finding
the origins of German-speaking ancestors in Europe. Membership
dues per year (October 1 through September 30): USA residents •
$35 individual • $40 family
Make checks payable to Membership Registrar, Palatines to America.
Payment includes both National and Chapter dues.
The OH Chapter of Pal Am publishes Palatine Heritage Newsletter
with quarterly issues in February, May, August, and November.
Published articles may be copied for non-commercial use by
genealogists or for reprint if proper credit is given: Palatine Heritage,
Ohio Chapter of Palatines to America, copyright 2010.
Queries are welcome and will be printed in two (2) successive
newsletters. Please use genealogically accepted format and
abbreviations.
Contributions to Heritage are encouraged. Articles should not exceed
600 words. If materials submitted are copyrighted, proof of
authorization to publish must be provided; sources from other
magazines must be cited so appropriate credit can be given.

Palatines to America 2015 Membership Application
Membership Year: 01 October 2014 to 30 September 2015
(Your member number can be found on the mailing label of any publication)
Name (1) ______________________________________ Member # _______________
Name (2) ______________________________________ Member # _______________
Street Address ______________________________________________
City/State __________________________________________________
Zip _________________ Phone _______________________________
E-mail _____________________________________________________

Chapters: Member ship Optional (Cir cle one) CO
U.S. Annual Dues (includes member ship in one chapter ):
Individual + Chapter
$35
Family + Chapter
$40
Life + Chapter
$875
Canada/Mexico Annual Dues:
Individual + Chapter
$43
Family + Chapter
$48
Life + Chapter
$875
Other Countries Annual Dues:
Individual
$50
Family
$55

IN NC NY OH PA

None

RENEW
NOW!!
Annual Dues:________

Additional Chapter Memberships (Do not select chapter named above):
CO IL IN NC NY OH PA None
# of Chapters ____ x $8.00 (U.S.) = $_________
Canada/Mexico - $9.00, Other Countries - $15.00
Additional Chapters:________
International Members (Additional Postage):
Canada/Mexico - $8, Other Countries - $15

International Postage:________

Support the Ohio Chapter with your tax-deductible donation:
Become a Friend of the Ohio Chapter - $15
Become a Supporter of the Ohio Chapter - $50
Become a Patron of the Ohio Chapter - $100
Ohio Chapter Donation:________
National PalAm Patter Newsletter
Online at www.palam.org - No Charge
Printed Copies - $5.00

Printed Patter Option:________

Total Enclosed: ___________
Send check payable to Palatines to America to:
Palatines to America, P.O. Box 141260, Columbus, Ohio 43214

COMING SOON!
A FOUR DAY TOUR
TO RESEACH IN WASHINGTON DC
National Archives ~ DAR ~ Library of Congress
TIME AND DATES WILL BE FORTHCOMING FOR FALL 2015
non-members are invited
WATCH THIS NEWSLETTER AND THE CHAPTER WEBSITE FOR INFORMATION
If interested in being on the reservation list contact cechafin@gmail.com

Ohio Chapter — Palatines to America Donation Form
OHIO Chapter – Palatines to America* is a non-profit organization. We invite you to support our
society’s efforts to maintain, enhance and disseminate information on German genealogy.
Yes, I want to support the Ohio Chapter’s educational efforts. Enclosed is my donation for:
$500 Goenner / Benefactor
$100 Schirmherr / Patron
$50 Anhaenger / Supporter
$15 Freund / Friend
Other $____________

Name
Address
City, State, Zip
Email

Phone

Send your tax-deductible contributions payable to:
OH Chapter – Palatines to America
P.O. Box 302
Columbus, OH 43085
Thank you for your support!
* 501 c (3) non-profit designation

OHIO Chapter PalAm

Mail Order Price List for Publications & Other Sale Items
Rev. 7/2014
Beginning Genealogy
Beginning Genealogy: Start It Right! - Dr. Arta F. Johnson ... copyright 1993

$

6

The Very Basics of German Genealogy - Kenneth L. Smith ... copyright 1993

$

7

A Guide to the Spelling & Pronunciation of German Names - Dr. Arta F. Johnson … c 1981

$

10

Eighteenth Century Emigrants from Langensbold in Hesse to America - Annette Kunselman
Burgert, FGSP, FASG … copyright 1997
Eighteenth Century Emigrants from Northern Alsace to America - Annette Kunselman Burgert,

$

24

$

40

German Genealogical Research - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyright 2003

$

15

How to Read German Church Records Without Knowing Much German - Dr. Arta F. Johnson
… copyright 1980
Nineteenth Century Emigrants from Baden-Wuerttemberg, vol. 1 - Bridgitte Burkett … c 1997

$

7

$

27

Palatine Origins of Some Pennsylvania Pioneers– Annette Kunselman Burgert, FGSP, FASG …

$

37

People of the Palatinate (revised edition) - Dr. Arta F. Johnson … copyright 1981, rev.1989

$

7

The Origins, Development & Meanings of German Names - Dr. Arta F. Johnson …

$

10

Civil War Genealogy - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyright 2003

$

15

Genealogical Research for GA, IL, IN, KY, MA, MD, MO, NC, NY, OH, SC, TN, VA

$

15

Germans Into and Out of Ohio Before 1850 - Ernest Thode… copyright 1993

$

6

Handbook of Genealogical Sources - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyright 1996

$

15

Migrations West & Backtracking East - Dr. Arta F. Johnson With Merlin C. & Eva M. Finnell

$

7

Revolutionary War Genealogy - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyright 1997

$

15

“Boat tote” style canvas bag with PalAm logo - 17”X16”X4”

$

18

PalAm National logo clipper ship pin

$

7

Clipper ship logo ball cap

$

5

German Research

copyright 2000

copyright 1984

U.S. German Research

(separate book for each state) - George K. Schweitzer, PhD … copyrights 1993-2005

Other Items:

Free shipping.

Sales tax 7.5% for OHIO RESIDENTS ONLY

To place an order, make checks payable to Ohio Chapter PalAm and mail to:
Ohio Chapter PalAm/Bookstore
PO Box 302, Worthington, OH 43085
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The family of Robert Fairchild Heltman, a charter member of Palatines to America, generously donated his papers and
genealogy research to our Resource Center collection. The immigrant ancestor is Johannes Heldmann, possibly emigrating
from Darmstadt and Frankfort, Germany, who arrived in Philadelphia on the John & Mary November 7, 1754. He may
have fought in the French and Indian War. He appears in the 1767 Berks County tax records as John Heltman, a blacksmith with 206 acres.
The Heltman Collection includes stories of the Heltman family passed down to and written by Robert Fairchild Heltman,
whose direct line from the original immigrant is:
John (Johannes Heldmann) HELTMAN, b est. 1733
Joseph HELTMAN, b est. 1791
Emmanual HELTMAN, b est. 1833
Andrew Fairchild HELTMAN, b 23 Dec 1868
Fairchild Long HELTMAN, b 17 Oct 1905
Robert Fairchild HELTMAN, b 11 May 1934
The story entitled “Pioneering,” transcribed from the original, is in the voice of Andrew Fairchild Heltman talking to
his son, Fairchild Long Heltman, referred to as “Fairy.”

M

any a day and even late at
night the walkin (sic)
rang with the whack of
the woodman's ax. One
day father was working with the drawing knife at
his bench in the shed at the rear of the cabin when
mother opened the kitchen door and called him.
There was a scene which has not faded
from my memory.
I was playing on the floor when suddenly a
strange, big man filled the front door, and began to
issue his orders to my frightened mother. I was
frightened, and looked first at that stranger, then at
mother, and again at that strange man, and again at
mother, for I did not quite understand the situation.
Madam, will you give me something to eat?"
asked the man.
"I haven't anything prepared, and there is
not a slice of bread in the house. I am baking, and
only a few minutes ago I put my bread into the
oven. It will not be done for some time. I am
sorry," replied my mother.
With an air of importance and confidence
the stranger remarked: "Very well, madam, I'll just
wait until you get something for me to eat."
Mother caught me up into her arms and
stepping to the back door promptly said to father:

"Manuel there is a man here ordering me
to get his dinner."
That was like dropping a match in a
powder box, for no sooner were the words spoken,
than father, jumping from his work bench, seizing
his ax, rushed thru that room in pursuit of that
stranger who thus presumed to enter a settler's
house, and order the wife to prepare a meal.
The strange man bounded out of that yard
and over the fence with deer-like speed. Father's
ax went crash into the top rail, almost splitting the
coat tail of that fleeing intruder.
From mother's arms I looked out upon the
scene and there stood those strangers in the road,
three of them.
I am glad nothing serious happened just
then. Mother was spared. I was spared. That
stranger was spared. Father was spared. There is a
way that seems all right unto a man, and it leads
on by the other man's house.
This happened one beautiful summer day
in the year 1870. The little cabin stood on the west
side of the road about two hundred feet south of
the creek. Tho I am getting old and gray it remains
in my mind as clear as an individual memory
(Continued on page 61)
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(Continued from page 60)

generally stands forth.
Yes, the creek was the outlet of the
Osgood lake. The Osgood family has been gone
for more than seventy years. The timber has been
cleared away. The lake has been lowered, and
even the creek was dry most of the year when I
last visited the old home and the scene of my
childhood.
"Daddy, could you take me back there
sometime? I am sure there are many things which
we might enjoy. It would be a great pleasure to
visit those places where you lived as a boy," said
Fairy.
"My son, I could take you back and tell
you of almost every foot of the ground for a mile
around. There were the patches of timber where I
hunted squirrel, quail, pheasant, rabbit, and
raccoon. There were the choice holes in the creek
where my younger brother and I often dammed the
water to catch the minnows and kill the snakes. As
we grew a little older we ventured a little farther
and even traveled up the creek to Osgood lake
where we caught bass or sunfish, and bullheads,
then we journeyed down the stream until we came
to the mouth where we fished for rock bass, black
bass, pickerel, mullet and pike, and the older boys
and men caught catfish and sturgeon. Yes, I could
take you over that ground today, but it would not
be as then. It would not be any more like then than
are I. The outer world changes along with our
inner world. It would be a great joy but it would
also be a disappointment. You have your boyhood
with the scenes and memories very precious to
you. Each one has his own and we should be very
kind and respectful one of another because this is
true. Only brothers and sisters and early playmates
are permitted to share these sacred scenes and

PAGE 61

memories.
Indeed it was that very Christmas eve of
1870 that we children gathered round the table for
our little gifts of joy. There was a little girl on one
side and a baby opposite. There were three boys,
Frank who was past twelve, William who was
about eleven, Rollin who was nearing nine, and
Lottie was not far from seven with father, mother
and myself there made up the family. There they
were happy together for their last time. Frank was
playing on an accordion. I climbed over from the
high chair onto the table. Father came by and
caught me up just as I was reaching for a
(illegible) dish which stood near the center of the
table. I doubtless had many a happy hour with
them but this is my only distinct memory of a
united family in the home of my father, who was
one of the pioneers in that section of the country.
How he toiled early and late and how mother
served and sacrificed, none may know except as
they turn to the recording angel. I would like to be
a worthy son of that pioneer home. My son, some
times I think I understand why ancestors are
worshipped. May the benediction of heaven be
your portion. May you find yourself and be a
pioneer to those who follow us."
"Maybe I understand better how the early
settlers felt toward those who passed by and
offered any interference with their families. I also
have heard you speak of the difficulties in case of
sickness, as well as many other inconveniences
and deprivations which are the common lot of
those who are trail blazers in a new country," said
Fairy.—THE END
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at home.

Dinklage Castle was built by the counts of the
Dersagau of Calvelage around 980; the name
Dinklage was first officially recorded in 1231 (first
as Thinclage, later Dynclage, and, by 1270,
Dinklage). The name "Dinklage" comes from the
Old Norse word "thing", which means a place of
assembly such as for a parliament or a judicial
court.
In 1803, Dinklage was absorbed into the
Duchy of Oldenburg; it remained the seat of the
von Galens' district until the Herrlichkeit ended in
1827. In 1843, the Hugoburg was demolished and
a chapel for the castle built on its site. Many
members of the von Galen family served as
members of the South Oldenburg Reichstag.
On February 28, 1811, the Prefect went to
Lambertikirche in Oldenburg and swore allegiance
to France. French laws and customs came into
force. The personal relationships of the farmers as
property owners, the patrimonial jurisdiction, and
all facilities of a fief nature lifted. Civilian records
replaced church registers as the official records of
state. French became the official style.
The 19th century saw many local citizens
emigrate to escape poverty, particularly to the
United States. Most popular with Dinklage
emigrants were the states of Ohio, Kentucky,
Kansas, Michigan, Missouri, Wisconsin, and
Illinois. The instigator of the emigration from
Southern Oldenburg was the former teacher and
bookbinder, Franz Joseph Stallo, from the city of
Damme, who emigrated with his family in 1831
and initially settled in Cincinnati. He wrote many
letters in which he recruited those who had stayed

In 1832, the first group
arrived because of his efforts
in Cincinnati. They prepared
for their trip by selling most
of their belongings to cover
the cost of the trip to
America. The trip
Dinklage Rathaus
commenced over Vechta,
through Wildeshausen and Delmenhorst to
Bremen. They had arranged for passage through
one of the many shipping agents that advertised
the opportunities in America in local newspapers.
A small riverboat, packed full of people, first had
to take them to Bremerhaven where the larger
trans-oceanic vessels lay docked. Possessions were
stored in every little corner of available space and
the river ride became a sign of the difficult voyage
ahead. Spirits were high because they were finally
on their way to America.
Most of these German immigrants settled in
the Midwest. Present maps still show the many old
and trusted place names like Bremen, Hanover,
Oldenburg, New Minden, and Westphalia etc that
reminds us of the origin by settlers from Europe.
Waterways were the favorite travel route to the
American Midwest. Later immigrants landed in
the eastern seaports and took the railroads to their
destinations. Among them were my greatgrandmother, Elizabeth Aumann, age 11, and her
sister Josephine, age 15. The girls were orphaned,
as their mother (M. Katherina Taphorn) had died
young and their father (Johan Diederich) had
recently died in 1846. They traveled with an older
cousin to live with cousins who settled in
Clermont County Ohio. Among the surnames in
the Aumann family were GRIESHOP, MEYER,
HILGFORT, HOSTMANN, and ESPELAGE all
from the Dinklage area dating back to 1656.
Yet, Cincinnati remained a favored first stop
for many German immigrants. Those who left in
time happily avoided the big Franco-Prussian War
of 1870.Many had just enough money to get this
far. They then had to stop to earn money to be able
to continue to their actual goal. Another reason to
stop in Cincinnati was to earn some American
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dollars to be able to purchase some acreage further inland. Many Germans remained in Cincinnati and
northern Kentucky.
Those that landed in New Orleans continued upriver by steam ship to Cincinnati. Dietrich, and Maria
Catherine Taphorn, however, arrived in 1846 by way of Baltimore. They were farmers from the Dinklage area
in Vectra. My research led me back to Rolf Meyer Aumann in 1713 where he died in Dinklage they were all
members of St. Catherina’s Catholic Church or St. John the Baptist in Bakum.
Dietrich’s line died out in 1863 when Elisabeth Aumann (my second great-grandmother) died in White
Oak, a northwestern suburb of Cincinnati. Dietrich had no male children. However, her spouse Johan Wm.
Tiemann’s childr en and gr andchildr en car r y on her stor y.

St. John the Baptist
1835

Genealogical general questions, if you do not know the name of the parish,
ask the Oldenburg Genealogical Society, E-mail: GDiers9488@aol.com.
Parish Registers of the "Evangelical-Lutheran Kirche Oldenburg" Chur ch
district Vechta
As in the whole “Oldenburger Münsterland” the Catholic church has been
the dominant church in the Vechta area. While the Neuenkirchen parish was an
old one reaching back to the Münster period, the other parishes were only
founded after the area became a part of the Grand Duchy of Oldenburg in 1815.
Wulfenau and Fladderlohhausen were small Lutheran strongholds within the
Dinklage and Damme parish respectively. In Goldenstedt there has been a
remarkable Lutheran minority based on the fact that the parish area was once
connected – or at least has been claimed by – the Grafschaft Diepholz. From
1650 to 1850 both the Lutherans and Catholics celebrated their services in one
church during the same hours based on a special contract called “Simultanteum
mixtum”.

The following new Chapter members joined from
May through September, 2014

St. Catherina’s
Catholic Church 1600

JANICE MCMILLAN– ZANESVILLE, OH
LINDA MILLER– LAKEWOOD, CO
CONNIE REIK– MELROSE, MA

MYRA ABERNATHY– BRIDGETON, MO

DEBORAH ROOT SHELL – FAIRVIEW PARK, OH

BOB ARTHUR– MINFORD, OH

LEANNA SHABERLY– BOWLING GREEN, OH

LINDA BARNHARD– DUBLIN, OH

RON & NEVA WARREN – GROVE CITY, OH

JOHN BRUCKEN– BRECKSVILLE, OH

PEGGY WOLF– COLUMBUS, OH

CYNTHIA CONOMY– WILLOUGHBY, OH

DONALD WURM– LEWIS CENTER, OH

DEBORAH LENTZ– COLUMBUS, OH

KAREN FREY—FAIRLAWN, OH

ELIZABETH LEWIS – BLACKLICK, OH

ROBERT KAPP—SPRINGFIELD, OH

CHERYL KELLOG, - LEWIS CENTER, OH

The roster of the Ohio Chapter, Palatines to
America is now 312

TIMOTHY KETTERIN– CLEVES, OH
CHARLOTTE KURT– ALEXANDER, OH
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