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Mission Statement
"Advance Knowledge"

1. To further
interest and
study of German
speaking
immigration in
Ohio.

2. Encourage
members to
further research
family histories
in Ohio

3. Promote
information
about life, times,
and social life of
German
speaking
emigrants and
descendents.

O

n Christmas Eve in
Germany rivers turn to
wine, animals speak to
each other, tree
blossoms bear fruit, mountains
open up to reveal precious gems,
and church bells can be
heard ringing from the
bottom of the sea... so
say the legends. But only
the pure in heart can
witness this Christmas
magic. Others must be
satisfied with traditional
German celebrating. And
plenty of celebrating
takes place... so much so
that it begins a month
early on December 6th, St.
Nicholas Day.
On the eve of Dec. 6th children
place a shoe by the fireplace.
During the night, St. Nicholas hops
house-to-house carrying a book of
the children's deeds and misdeeds.
Good children have their shoe filled
with delicious holiday edibles. The
not-so-good children receive twigs
or coal.

In Sauerland, December 21st is St.
Thomas Day. He who awakens late
or arrives late to work is given a
cardboard donkey and the title of
"Thomas Donkey." Throughout the
day they are the subjects of
numerous jokes. But the
gentle abuse ends
deliciously with round,
iced currant buns called
"Thomasplitzchen."
All this is preliminary to
the excitement of
Christmas Eve. The
Christmas Tree originated
in Germany and has a
mysterious magic for the
young who aren't allowed
to see it until its presentation on
Christmas Eve. While the children
are occupied elsewhere, the
Tannenbaum is brought out and
decorated with apples, candy, nuts,
cookies, cars, trains, angels, tinsel,
family treasures and candles or
lights. Presents are placed under the
tree. Somewhere, close to the bright
display are laid brilliantly decorated
(Continued on page 63)

SPRING SEMINAR —SEE PAGES 58-59
FALL SEMINAR RECAP—SEE PAGE 52
“HOORAY” CONTINUES—SEE PAGE 60
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T

he leaves have turned colorful and look
beautiful reminding us of the coming
holidays and the end of the year. The
Ohio Chapter of Pal Am has much for
which to be thankful, yet there is sadness. 2016 has
been a great year for the Ohio Chapter as it
celebrated its 40th anniversary featuring Teresa
Steinkamp McMillin at the Spring Seminar, a 40th
anniversary celebration luncheon in July, and Dr.
Helmut Schmahl at the Fall Seminar. We give a big
thank-you to chairman Mary Hess and her 40th
anniversary committee of Mary Stahl, Marilyn
Logue, Brian Hartzell, John Cross, Ginny Poland,
and Goeff Warthman. It is with sadness that we
learn of the recent deaths of Mary Stahl and Rachel
Zook, both of whom gave many years of volunteer
service to Palatines to America in the board office.
They will be missed.
As one continues to do research one finds
pleasant surprises. I have ancestors who
immigrated to the US through the port of Baltimore.
I have learned that three churches were established
in the very early years of Baltimore to assist
immigrants from German speaking territories, one
Catholic church, one Reformed church, and one
Lutheran church. Since my ancestors were
Lutheran I did some reading about Zion Lutheran
Church in Baltimore which was established in 1755
for the purpose of assisting German-speaking
Lutheran immigrants. The members of Zion
Lutheran assisted the immigrants once they were off
the boat, fed them, held a worship service with

them, and made sure the transportation
arrangements to their final destinations were in
order. The congregation continues to celebrate its
German heritage and holds worship services in both
English and German. www.ZionBaltimor e.or g.
Visiting Zion Lutheran is now on my list of things to
do.
Dr. Helmut Schmahl from the University of
Mainz in Germany was a wonderful presenter for
our Fall Seminar. Being a history teacher and
genealogy researcher he had much to tell regarding
why some records are not where one would expect
the records to be. Helmut also gave good ideas for
narrowing the search for researchers who know the
names and dates of their German-speaking
immigrant ancestors but do not know from where
they came.
It will be our delight to host Fritz Juengling
of the Family History Library of Salt Lake City as
the presenter at the upcoming Spring Seminar. He
has selected interesting topics and will have much to
share. It will be April 22, 2017 at the downtown
Columbus Metropolitan Library auditorium.
Perhaps some people will come a day early and
research in the Pal Am collection at CML.
From time to time you have received
information about the German/American
Genealogical Partnership conference to be held in
Minneapolis July 28-30, 2017. I hope you will
consider attending. Alles Gute!

Thomas Gerke

Our mailing address is:

Become a Fan on
Facebook, search for
Ohio Chapter Palatines
to America.
Come check out
all of the ways you
can keep up with
us.

Or Follow us on
Twitter:
www.twitter.com/palamoh

PO Box 302 Worthington,
OH 43085
If you need directions for
accessing the “Members Only”
section on the website, contact
Carol Swinehart
ckfsmail@gmail.com
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M

ary was a petite, quiet good natured lady who always had a smile
for everyone who came in the door.
She became a member of Palatines to America in 1994.
She first volunteered to help move from Weber Road to the New
Resource Center. The Pal Am Board asked her to fill the open position as
Archivist in 2011. Her many years as a librarian fit perfectly for what was
needed to catalog and file their materials. Mary could find anything about the
history of Pal Am and she was never too busy to help.
Mary did such an excellent job getting the National Archives organized
that the OH Chapter in 2012 asked her to set up their files and get them
coordinated when they moved their files, books and supplies into the Pal Am
Resource Center. She became a Board Member as Archivist for the Chapter.
Mary was always available to give a helping hand whenever the Chapter needed an extra hand. She served
on various committees over the years. She sent articles for the Heritage newsletter, worked with the 40 th
Anniversary committee, Policy and Procedure committee, and committee for National Conferences. She
never missed attending functions held at the Columbus Metropolitan Library.
Mary will be missed ….. it will be hard to fill her chair.

I

n Memory of Rachel L. Zook a long time member of Pal Am and the OH Chapter.
Rachel volunteered at the Resource Center for several years. She was 83 years
old when she passed away October 18, 2016 in Delaware, OH. Rachel was the child of
the late George and Margaret Waldron Sheets. She was proceeded in death by her
husband of 52 years, Ronald Zook. She was a long time resident of Clintonville, a suburb of
Columbus, Ohio.

I

f you’re an AARP Member, AARP now offers the Ancestry.com discount under the More Everyday
discounts section. If you’re new to Ancestry.com, you can receive a one year subscription for 30%
off—Ancestry World Explorer. For existing customers, discounted packages vary and you will need
to call Ancestry.com Member Services at 1-800 -514-4645. For more information: visit AARP
www.aarp.org/ benefits-discounts/services_discounts_list and scroll down to More Everyday Discounts, or
visit Ancestry.com at www.ancestry.com/aarp or call 1-800-514-4645.
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T

he Ohio Chapter of Palatines to America
held its Fall Seminar, “Searching your
Roots in Germany” on October 22, 2016
at the Der Dutchman Restaurant in Plain
City, Ohio.

Photo courtesy of Stuart Herlan

The event’s featured speaker was Helmut
Schmahl, Ph.D., senior teacher at the Gymnasium
am Römerkastell Alzey and lecturer of Modern
History at the University of Mainz, Germany. Dr.
Schmahl’s areas of research include political,
economic, social and cultural history of Germany,
historical migration research, especially German
and European North American immigration from
the 17th to the 20th century, and Southwest
German history. He has contributed his expertise
to several publications, including
Transplanted, but not Uprooted:
Emigration from Hesse-Darmstadt (province
Rheinhessen) to Wisconsin in the 19th century
(Max Kade Institute); People Between Two
Worlds: Emigration, Settlement, Acculturation;
and Palatine in A merica (both for the
Interdisciplinary Research Group for North
American Studies). He has also contributed a long
list of essays and articles to a wide range of
publications over the last 25 years.
Dr. Schmahl presented his seminar in four
parts – Go Digital: Current Trends in Genealogical
Research in Germany, Introduction to Family
Research in Southwest Germany, Beyond
Lederhosen and Sauerkraut: Everyday Life in

2016

Germany in the 18th and 19th Centuries, and Traces
They Left Behind: German Sources About Our
Ancestors.
The introductory segment of his
presentation, Go Digital: Current Trends in
Genealogical Research in Germany, provided
attendees with a comprehensive list of web sites
most relevant to Americans researching ancestors
with German roots. The list included general
information web sites such as GenWiki, a German
-language site with English translation, designed to
be a main source for genealogy in the Germanspeaking areas of the world. The GenWiki site
contains a variety of church and civil archives for
researching several regions within the former
German Empire, a digital library containing fully
searchable address books, gazetteers, historical
newspapers, local histories and other publications,
mostly from the 19th and 20th century, links to
genealogical societies, and practical advice on
topics such as writing letters to churches and
archives in Germany.
Dr. Schmahl also provided a list of
additional databases relevant to German
genealogical research including: Gedbas, a
searchable database of 15 million individuals
provided by genealogists; FOKO, a database that
connects you to others researching the same
surname you are researching; Ortsfamilienbucher,
a database of all people mentioned in church and
civil records at over 200 locations in Germanspeaking Europe; Adressbucher, a searchable
database of historical address books; and
Grabsteine, which archives pictures and
inscriptions of tombstones from 3500 cemeteries
in Germany. Schmahl concluded this first
presentation topic with a list of web sites for
societies and other organizations pertinent to
German genealogical research, including
www.many-roads.com that features an extensive
list of German Genealogical Society web sites, and
www.archion.de, the Kirchenbuchportal GmbH
site by the Evangelical Church of Germany that
offers church books and other biographical
resources to researchers.
In the second part of his lecture, entitled
Introduction to Family Research in Southwest
Germany, Dr. Schmahl identified and examined
(Continued on page 53)
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several resources for researchers pursuing ancestors
from the Palatinate region of Southwest Germany.
The list of resources he presented contained both
web sites and publications. Web sites reviewed by
Schmahl included www.ub.uni-heidelberg.de,
where digitized maps, views and books about
Southwest Germany can be accessed;
www.pfalzgeschichte.de, a huge index of about
750,00 names of emigrants from and immigrants to
the Palatinate and a large library of genealogies,
family histories and local history holdings;
www.landesarchiv-speyer.de, the central library of
the Palatinate; and www.zentralarchiv-speyer.de,
where most church books of Protestant Churches
are accessible. The presenter next discussed several
books of interest to researchers of Palatine
ancestors. These included Die Kirchenbucher der
bayerischen Pfalz by Anton Muller, the only book
that describes contents of the area’s Catholic parish
records; V erzeichnis der protestantischen
Kirchenbucher der Pfalz by Wolfgang Eger which
lists Reformed and Lutheran church records and
where they are located; It’s A ll Y our Pfalz by Bob
Larson, an amusing and substantial description of
Palatine history and culture; and Pfalzer in A merika
by Roland Paul and Karl Scherer, which features
articles on emigration, biographies of prominent
emigrants and information on the Institute for
Palatine History and Folklore.
After a very enjoyable lunch buffet
provided by Der Dutchman Restaurant, Dr.
Schmahl delivered the third part of his lecture,
Beyond Lederhosen and Sauerkraut: Everyday Life
in Germany in the 18th and 19th Centuries. This
presentation provided a fascinating look into some
of the significant historical events and development
of the German States during the 1700’s and 1800’s
and how those events impacted the lives and
demography of the German people. Topics
investigated by Schmahl included population
growth and declines, the seasonal fluctuation of
birth rates, fertility rates, illegitimacy rates during
the time period, data on marriages and a review of
the mortality rates throughout the 18th and 19th
centuries. Dr. Schmahl also provided a list of
recommended books for further study on the history
of Germany and its individual regions.
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In the final segment of his presentation,
entitled Traces They Left Behind: German Sources
About Our Ancestors, Dr. Schmahl shared his
extensive knowledge of the local, state and
communal archives available to genealogical
researchers. Using the archives of the former Grand
duchy of Hessen-Darmstadt, he illustrated the types
of records available in local archives, including lists
of voters, military and war documents, judicial
records, birth, marriage and death records, school
records, police records, land records, charities and
tax lists, to name a few! He then gave additional
examples of the types of information available in
local archives by examining the materials from the
archives of other regions: from the southern
Rheinland-Pfalz region were examples of a typical
estate inventory and a passport application; and
from the Hessen-Darmstadt, a list of emigrants
compiled by the mayor, a list of sea voyage
contracts made in the Kreis Alzey of the region,
and an excerpt from the 1817 census.
Many thanks to Dr. Helmut Schmahl for a
very informative and comprehensive presentation.

Over 120 people, one of the largest audiences ever for an
Ohio Chapter event, attended the 2016 Fall Conference,
“Searching Your Roots in Germany,” presented by Dr.
Helmut Schmahl. Photo courtesy of Stuart Herlan

Watch for details to come about the Ohio Chapter
of the Palatines to America’s Spring 2017 seminar,
to be held on Saturday, April 22, at the Columbus
Metropolitan Library’s Main Branch at 96 S. Grant
Avenue. The seminar will feature Dr. Fritz
Juengling, German research specialist at Brigham
Young University, speaking on the subject,
“Beyond the Obvious – German Genealogy.”
SEE PAGES 58—59
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I

n an effort to make more people aware of
great resources, Daniel Hammer, the director
at the NOC presented a lecture at the Max
Kade Institute in April. The collection had its
origin in the holdings of its benefactors, General
Kemper Williams and his wife Leila Moore. It now
contains more than 1,000,000 items in categories
such as original artworks, 5 linear miles of
manuscripts, and library materials are housed in 10
active buildings. The goal is to make them
accessible. Many insights were shared about the
German presence in New Orleans from 1720
onward.
His report was separated into five time
periods: Colonial Period, 1720-1803; early
American New Orleans, 1803-1842; Community
Life and Immigration, 1842-1895; 20th Century
Life, 1895-1931; and 1931 to present, WWII and
beyond. Hammer shared that the first Germans
were brought here by the Company of the Indies
in 1720. They were settlers from southern
Germany. It's mind-boggling to think 3,000
arrived here and 300 survived the move.
These first settlers were assimilated into
the Creole culture. They settled up river from
New Orleans and the area was called the German
coast. In the second historical era, the German
imprint was taking shape as newspapers (1839)
and theater (1839) came into being. Churches and
synagogues were developed and beer gardens
were advertised in the 1830’s in the newspapers.
In the next phase of history, the Deutsche
Gesellschaft was formed. It was an organization

2016

to support the immigrants coming to New
Orleans. The motivating factor was the news that
250 Germans were shipwrecked off Jamaica. This
event rallied the German community to lend
support and aid to these people. The society was
formed in 1847, and subsequently assisted 80% of
the 225,000 Germans who came through the port
of New Orleans. This stage of history is
thoroughly documented in the collection.
The society gave advice to immigrants,
aided them in their transition, and they bought their
tickets for the journey up the Mississippi River.
The Deutsches Haus was an umbrella organization
for orphanage had records in the Haus and thus
became a part of the New Orleans Collection. J.
Hanno Deiler was a leading figure in this phase of
New Orleans. He was a Tulane University
professor and a leader in the national singing
society. He also wrote about local German history
and German newspapers. He was leading a move to
make New Orleans the port of entry for immigrants
and thus close off the Atlantic coast ports.
The events of the society are revealed in
the minutes of their meetings where the events of
the past year were chronicled. They viewed
themselves as more than a welfare organization.
They viewed "themselves as enablers of
something positive for all involved." This passage
from the 1885-1886 report reveals the attitude of
the society towards its task:

“Unfortunately, there were again, as
usual, an un-ignorable number of bums and
deadbeats among the foreigners we've mentioned
above. They wandered around the city and the
region, purportedly looking for work, and
pestered our citizens—often in a most fresh and
refined manner—especially the clergy, and
(Continued on page 55)
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various consuls, doctors, businesspeople, the German Newspaper, etc. One must never give one single
donation to such wandering tramps, who avoid all work like the plague. .. . there exists an organization in
Munich, whose purpose among other things is to collect funds with which to send to America a portion of
their penitentiary inhabitants and good for nothing subjects . . . to be rid of them.”
There were many German enclaves in the city of New Orleans and they had diverse views. There were
lots of newspapers in the city as well. Although the number of singing groups dwindled at the turn of the
century, they still organized a Saengerfest in New Orleans in 1890. Deiler wanted this event. With the
outbreak of WWI, the dream of the German Lloyd line creating a link from Bremen to New Orleans never
materialized.
The outbreak of war gave the Society new life. German nationals were being drafted and they
were trying to get them back to Germany. Later as the war wore on, the mission shifted to trying to create
understanding between the US and Germany. The Society wanted to bring Germans here to share their life
with Americans. The leadership of the Society was held by Germans. As war broke out, they resigned their
leadership positions. By the 1920’s the German Society of New Orleans transitioned itself to the Deutsche
Haus. Hammer believes the records for this last era of the "history are significant, but they are undescribed—
not processed, not catalogued.
Hammer would like to see archivists in training come to New Orleans, receive educational credit
for helping them with the cataloguing efforts. It is his opinion that the bulk of this material has been
untouched by scholars. And as researchers doing German genealogy, we can relate to another issue: the
lack of familiarity with archaic German hand-writing. His solution would be to offer archival
internships to German studies students so they could work on unique translation and indexing projects.
If you had family come through New Orleans, you may want to go online and see what they
have to offer. This will only let you know what they have. For the present time, the materials are only
possible on-site at the research center.

O

n March 2, 2016 the VA revised the definition of who may apply for a new or replacement burial head
stone or marker.
Now, anyone can apply for a burial headstone or marker, if the service of the deceased vet ended prior to
WWI April 6, 1917. For service during WWI and later, the applicant must be a family member of the vet
which includes the spouse, child, parent, sibling, and any lineal or collateral descendant. Applications may also be
submitted by representatives of defined vet service organizations and others as defined in the final rule at http://
goo.gl/AgL7R2.
To apply for a burial headstone, submit VA Form 40-1330, Claim for Standard Government Headstone or Marker
See http://www.va.gov/vaforms/va/pdf/VA40-1330.pdf
Taken from Hamilton /Warren Counties Genealogical Society June 2016.
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2017 GERMAN COMMUNITY FORUM SERIES
IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE COLUMBUS METROPOLITAN LIBRARY.
JANUARY 28

GERMAN RESOURCE & NEWSPAPERS
Liz Plummer & Jenni Salamon
Columbus Metropolitan Library, 96 S. Grant Avenue, Columbus, OH

FEBRUARY 25 TRAVELING & RESEARCHING IN GERMANY
Tom Gerke
Columbus Metropolitan Library, 96 S. Grant Avenue, Columbus, OH
MARCH 25

BEGINNING GERMAN GENEALOGY
Madelon Palmo
Columbus Metropolitan Library, 96 S. Grant Avenue, Columbus, OH

MAY 22

EARLY CENTRAL OHIO GERMANS
Don Wurm
Local History & Genealogy Branch, 4371 E. Broad Street, Whitehall, Ohio

FORUM SESSIONS ARE HELD FROM 10:00 AM —12:00 PM.
Everyone is welcome to attend... no advance registration is necessary. Watch the chapter website for
latest information at www.oh-palam.org

OHIO CHAPTER BOARD
Ohio Chapter Officers
President: Thomas Gerke tagerke@yahoo.com
Vice President:
Roberta Newcomer rnewcome@roadrunner.com
Recording Secretary: Lori Poch loripoch@yahoo.com
Corresponding Secretary:
Debbie Seemueller dseemueller@gmail.com
Treasurer: Linda Dietrich lindabelle@lcs.net
Membership Registrar:
Tom Swinehart tshart@greenapple.com
Past President: Vern Erickson vehouse@aol.com

Trustees
Larry Bicking lbicking@roadrunner.com
Brian Hartzell hartzell56@hotmail.com
John Cross jwcross2@gmail.com
Diana Druback dldruback@sbcglobal.net
Joe Stamm jastamm@gmail.com
Carol Chafin cechafin@gmail.com
Ginny Poland ginny.poland@gmail.com
Marilyn Logue mlogue@sprintmail.com
Christian Steck csteck@gmail.com

Committee Chairs
Awards: Mary Hess mhess1014@gmail.com
Financial: Larry Bicking lbicking@roadrunner.com
Library Liaison: Russ Pollitt russpollitt@gmail.com
Nominations: Vern Erickson vehouse@aol.com
Publications: John Cross jwcross2@gmail.com
Programs: Christian Steck csteck@gmail.com
Publicity: Richard Hartle rhartle12@columbus.rrr.com
Community Forum:
Diana Druback dldruback@sbcglobal.net

Heritage Editor: Richard Uhrick
uhrick.richard@gmail.com
Webmaster: Carol Swinehart ckfsmail@gmail.com

National Office
4601 N. High Street, Columbus, OH 43214 Suite C
Or by mail:
PO Box 141260, Columbus, OH 43214
614-267-4700
www.palam.org
Palatines to America is a non-profit organization dedicated to finding
the origins of German-speaking ancestors in Europe. Membership
dues per year (October 1 through September 30): USA residents •
$35 individual • $40 family
Make checks payable to Membership Registrar, Palatines to America.
Payment includes both National and Chapter dues.
The OH Chapter of Pal Am publishes Palatine Heritage Newsletter
with quarterly issues in February, May, August, and November.
Published articles may be copied for non-commercial use by
genealogists or for reprint if proper credit is given: Palatine Heritage,
Ohio Chapter of Palatines to America, copyright 2010.
Queries are welcome and will be printed in two (2) successive
newsletters. Please use genealogically accepted format and
abbreviations.
Contributions to Heritage are encouraged. Articles should not exceed
600 words. If materials submitted are copyrighted, proof of
authorization to publish must be provided; sources from other
magazines must be cited so appropriate credit can be given.

Palatines to America 2017 Membership Application
Membership Year: 01 October 2016 to 30 September 2017
(Your member number can be found on the mailing label of any publication)
Name (1) ______________________________________ Member # _______________
Name (2) ______________________________________ Member # _______________
Street Address ______________________________________________
City/State __________________________________________________
Zip _________________ Phone _______________________________
E-mail _____________________________________________________

Chapters: Member ship Optional (Cir cle one) CO IN NC NY OH PA None
U.S. Annual Dues (includes member ship in one chapter ):
Individual + Chapter
$35
Family + Chapter
$40
Life + Chapter
$875
Canada/Mexico Annual Dues:
RENEW
Individual + Chapter
$43
Family + Chapter
$48
NOW!!
Life + Chapter
$875
Other Countries Annual Dues:
Individual
$50
Family
$55
Annual Dues:________
Additional Chapter Memberships (Do not select chapter named above):
CO IL IN NC NY OH PA None
# of Chapters ____ x $8.00 (U.S.) = $_________
Canada/Mexico - $9.00, Other Countries - $15.00
Additional Chapters:________
International Members (Additional Postage):
Canada/Mexico - $8, Other Countries - $15

International Postage:________

Support the Ohio Chapter with your tax-deductible donation:
Become a Friend of the Ohio Chapter - $15
Become a Supporter of the Ohio Chapter - $50
Become a Patron of the Ohio Chapter - $100
Ohio Chapter Donation:________
National PalAm Patter Newsletter
Online at www.palam.org - No Charge
Printed Copies - $5.00

Printed Patter Option:________

Total Enclosed: ___________
Send check payable to Palatines to America to:
Palatines to America, P.O. Box 141260, Columbus, Ohio 43214
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ritz Juengling,
Ph.D., AG®
is a German,
Dutch and
Scandinavian Research
Specialist at the Family
History Library in Salt
Lake City, Utah. He is
also an Adjunct
Professor at Brigham
Young University in Provo, Utah. As an Accredited
Genealogist he serves as a Commissioner on the
Board of the International Commission for the
Accreditation of Professional Genealogists. A
presenter at various genealogy conferences and
seminars over the past six years, Dr. Juengling is the
author of numerous articles for German and Dutch
genealogy journals and the FamilySearch Wiki. He
will present materials organized into four topics (see
the program schedule for specific topics).

A special research session will be available in the
Palatine Collection at the Columbus Metropolitan
Library, Main Branch, on Friday, April 21, 2017.
Palatines to America members will be available to
assist you. Please indicate on the registration form if
you are planning to attend this special research
session.

T

2016

A full day of meetings, presentations and food!
8:30 am
Library Garage Opens
9:00 am
Registration and Morning
Refreshments
9:30 am
Welcome and Announcements –
Tom Gerke, OH President
9:45 am
National Membership Meeting –
Kent Robinson, President
10:15 am
“Beyond the Obvious: Beyond
Practical and Social Concerns for
Emigration to America” –
Juengling
11:15 am
OH Pal Am Membership Meeting
Noon
Buffet Lunch
1:00 pm
“Historical Events that Affect
German Genealogical Research” –
Juengling
2:00 pm
Break
2:15 pm
“The Genealogical Value of
German Guild Records: How to
Fill the Gaps when Church
Records are Missing” – Juengling
3:15 pm
Break
3:30 pm
“German Names: Their Origins,
Meanings, and Distribution” –
Juengling
4:30 pm
Adjourn & Ohio Chapter Board
Meeting
6:00 pm
Library Closes
To Register for the 2017 Spring Seminar, go to
the Registration Form on Page 59.

he original newspapers are available at the Cincinnati History Library and Archives.
They are only found at the History library and are part of the Nippert manuscript collection.
The issues are intact and complete for the years 1839-1941. Check their website
http://library.cincymuseum.org .
Another source of 1844-1918 obituary copies of the Archives of Ohio United Methodism,
http:library.owu.edu/archives-Methodism.

Taken from an article in Aug 2016 of HCGS newsletter

The Ohio Chapter Palatines to America German Genealogy
2017 Spring Seminar
“BEYOND THE OBVIOUS - GERMAN GENEALOGY”
Speaker: Dr. Fritz Juengling, Ph.D.
German Research Specialist
at Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah
Sessions include:
Beyond the Obvious: Beyond Practical and Social Concerns for Emigration to America
Historical Events that Affect German Genealogical Research
The Genealogical Value of German Guild Records:
How to fill the Gaps When Church Records are Missing
German Names: Their Origins, Meanings, and Distribution

COLUMBUS METROPOLITAN LIBRARY
MAIN BRANCH – 96 S. GRANT AVENUE

SATURDAY, APRIL 22, 2017, 9:00 AM – 4:30 PM
Come early and do research in the Palatine Collection; assistance will be available on Friday
Fees include: syllabus, seminar sessions, and buffet lunch by Schmidt’s Sausage Haus
Register today! Pay online at the website: https://oh-palam.org/registernow.php
or: make check payable to Ohio Chapter – PalAm and mail with registration form to:
Joe Stamm, 3930 Lander Road, Chagrin Falls, OH 44022-1329. For questions: lindabelle@lcs.net

ADVANCED REGISTRATION DEADLINE – April 8, 2017
MEMBER: $45.00 EACH
NON-MEMBER: $55.00 EACH
After April 8, 2017, cost is $55.00 for Member s and $65.00 for Non-Members
NAME #1___________________________________________MEMBER?______________
NAME #2___________________________________________MEMBER?______________
Special dietary requests:
___________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP___________________________________________________________
PHONE:___________________________________EMAIL:__________________________
SURNAMES I AM RESEARCHING: PLEASE LIST FOUR SURNAMES FOR NAME#1:
__________________________________

___________________________________

__________________________________

____________________________________

SURNAMES I AM RESEARCHING: PLEASE LIST FOUR SURNAMES FOR NAME #2:
__________________________________

______________________________________

__________________________________

______________________________________

If you plan to research the Palatine Collection on Friday April 21, please check here [ ]
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Written in German by Ernst Bohning. The original was in Plattdeutsch, a dialect spoken in Northern
Germany. This account is taken from a typescript in German prepared by Henry H. Bohning for the
Bohning Reunion, August 4, 1918, in South Newburgh, Ohio (now called Garfield Heights). Translated
into English and published in 1987, by Jill Carter Knuth with help from Heidi and Walter Gander.
Notes by Jill Knuth are included in [square brackets].

A

couple more days passed until Faber
could climb up the mast again and
announce land. The joy was universal.
We were coming to the promised land.
Our old captain received us, and helped us in word
and deed until we were on our way to Ohio.
FROM BALTIMORE TO CLEVELAND
Altogether we marched, 186 immigrants,
men, women and children, to the train station with
our packs and sacks. But not without losing our
way; we marched around in vain for a full half
hour in the heat.
We saw black people for the first time;
they received us with loud yelling. Also the other
inhabitants of Baltimore sat in their windows or
stood in the doorways and yelled and screamed as
if we were monsters or clowns. However, they
meant well. An old German man finally showed
us the right way when we were all tired out from
walking. We reached the station on time, and
could satisfy our hunger and thirst, which we
really needed to do, before we climbed on the
train.
I first examined the railroad cars that
would haul us. They were small, light flatcars
equipped with little wheels. We sat on unplaned
benches, arranged crossways, half of us riding
forward, and the other half backward. To protect
us from the sun and rain, there was a roughly
knocked together board roof. But I must go to see
the little iron horse that was supposed to pull us.
It was spare and small. The belly was like a sugar
barrel; it stood on end rather than on all fours; the

neck was like a stovepipe, standing straight up.
There was no head, and I didn't notice any tail.
This was how the little horse looked, and I was
worried that it could not pull us with all of our
chests and trunks. Although it was small and
slight, it had an unruly spirit for its insides
rumbled and roared a lot. I became so worried and
frightened that I ran away, after seeing the driver
who would drive the little iron horse.
When I returned to my parents, Mother
asked me, ``Ernsting, where have you been?''
``Oh, I had to unbutton my pants,'' I fibbed easily.
``You ought to be beaten, you shameless liar. But
now get up quick. When your father sees you
around these no-goods, you'll get your hide
tanned.'' I got into my place fast enough, and the
trip soon began.
``Oh man, oh man, what is that shrieking
and squealing up front?'' Someone said, ``Oh, up
by the steam engine is a negro who does the
shrieking.'' It was the whistle of the locomotive
that prompted this remark to us innocents.
Then the journey got started, at first
slowly, then faster and even faster. The little iron
horse pulled well, and to our satisfaction, the
gentle rolling along on the tracks really seemed
like Paradise after the hardships of the ocean
journey. Today, since we are used to Pullmans,
we would complain and scold about the hardships,
but to us it seemed wonderful, and we only hoped
that it would go on this way for a long time. ``It is
(Continued on page 61)
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so nice to be sitting here, driving so quietly; now
we can get some rest.''
[The Bohning family probably rode on the
Baltimore and Susquehanna Railroad. It left from
Calvert Street in Baltimore and headed north
through Maryland, then into Pennsylvania to the
town of York. From there it continued in a
northeasterly course to Wrightsville on the
Susquehanna River, a total distance of about 68
miles.]

The region through which we were
driving was sparsely populated. Here and there
in the woods, or in a clearing, there was a log
cabin. We were surprised when a woman came
out of a poor little house, and she was cleanly
and nicely dressed with neatly combed hair.
We had been well provided with food, but
had no beverages with us, and the crew of the
train was not concerned about it; the first time we
stopped was at night. That was in a clearing in
the woods on a wonderful, moonlit summer
night. There was no station there. But the train
stopped and the iron horse drove on leaving the
train with the emigrants there in the woods. We
didn't know what this meant, but it didn't bother
us much, and we all climbed out to stretch our
stiff legs and move around.
Then we discovered that the standing
timber at the edge had been cut down, and the
brush was piled up in heaps. It was good and
dry, and we lit a heap which soon blazed
brightly. At the fire, we prepared a decent dinner
and fixed German pancakes. Those who had
pans were better off; the others who had no pans
borrowed pans later, and by midnight everybody
had eaten. We also found something to drink.
We found water nearby, so that we could make
coffee and satisfy our thirst. Some of us,
especially mothers with children in their laps,
slept, leaning against a tree trunk. However, the
young people joked and played around until the
dawn when all the heaps of brush had been
burned. A bottle of brandy that someone had
bought at a pharmacy in Baltimore made the
rounds of the men, and burned their stomachs.
``That stuff has a warm name and it burns like
fire. Twenty drops apiece is enough,'' said jovial
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Brinker. But those were rather big drops he took
for himself.
That was the first day, and it was
followed by twenty-five more days of travel in
America. Luckily we didn't know that it would
last so long, or we wouldn't have been so happy.
So we passed the time with fun and jokes and
looked for the return of the engine somewhat
regretfully. The first morning it came snorting
back between eight and nine o'clock. The
journey continued at about the speed of a good
trotting horse. In the following days, we saw
neither a town nor a village nor a factory; only
isolated log cabins. On the evening of another
day, the train stopped again, this time at a river
with a great big tunnel bridge over which we had
to march for three quarters of an hour in the dark
of night to get to the other side of the river. It was
absolutely necessary to keep the children
together, and we almost gave way to panic when
someone shouted that the train was coming from
behind us; in the pitch-dark night, we didn't know
which way to step aside. When we got to the
other side of the bridge, we found a bright and
spacious inn, managed by an honest and
hospitable Pennsylvanian, who provided us with
bread and sausage and coffee, and directed at
least the women and children to some rooms to
sleep.
[This tunnel bridge may have crossed the
Susquehanna River between Wrightsville and
Columbia. The railroad stopped on the west side of
the river, and the Central Division of the
Pennsylvania Canal started on the east side of the
river.]
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n all-star lineup of speakers, including well
-known international figures, is slated for
the 2017 International Germanic Genealogy
Conference, set for July 28-30 in
Minneapolis, Minn.
Among 39 confirmed presenters are figures including
Roger Minert, Ernest Thode, Dirk Weissleder of
Germany, Baerbel Johnson, Fritz Juengling, Michael
Lacopo, James Beidler, Paula Stuart-Warren, Teresa
Steinkamp McMillin, Jill Morelli and Stephen Morse.
Other international presenters include Ursula
Krause, Werner Esser and Timo Kracke, all of
Germany, and Benjamin Hollister of Australia.
The conference — “CONNECTIONS:
International. Cultural. Personal.” — will offer 70
presentations over three full days.
Presentations on regional specialties include
Ostfriesen, Luxembourg, Palatinate, Bremen, Alsace,
Baden, Black Sea Germans, Austria, Czech Republic
(Bohemia), Pomerania, West Prussia, East Prussia,
Lithuania, eastern Europe, former eastern German
provinces, Australia, and others.
Daily “Connections” sessions are planned for
attendees to meet others with common interests in
specific Germanic regions.
The “Connections” focus of this international
conference also offers a unique opportunity for Germanic
genealogists to make personal connections with people
from other countries as well as nationally, said officials
of the German-American Genealogical Partnership,
which is organizing the conference.
For the full lineup of speakers and other
conference information, visit the website of the
Minnesota-based Germanic Genealogy Society,
conference host, at www.GGSMN.org, click “2017
GAGP Conference.”
Reservations are open for booking r ooms at
special conference rates at the Minneapolis Marriott
Northwest Hotel in Brooklyn Park, Minn., venue for
the conference. Call the special room reservation line at
(877) 303-1681 and say you are attending the
Germanic Genealogy Conference. Or reserve online at
http://TinyURL.com/HLUWQQJ . Reserve early to
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ensure availability.
Registration for the conference opens in January
2017. The conference registration fee, to be announced
soon, will be affordable and in line with other major
genealogy conferences.
The German-American Genealogical
Partnership, founded in 2015, joins Ger manic
genealogy societies across America, Germany,
Canada, England and other European countries, and
continues to draw new societies worldwide.
Partnership members include the 60+ societies
belonging to the Germany-based Deutsche
Arbeitsgemeinschaft Genealogischer Verbände, whose
leadership helped found the Partnership.

Roger Minert

Dirk Weissleder

International German Genealogy Partnership is
the new name adopted by members of a new and
rapidly growing global organization known
since its founding less than two years ago as the
German-American Genealogical Partnership.
For information about the Partnership,
visit the website of the Minnesota-based
Germanic Genealogy Society at
www.GGSMN.org, click “German Partnership.”
The Partnership’s official website is expected to
launch soon.

2016

PALATINE HERITAGE

PAGE 63

(Continued from page 49)

plates for each family member, loaded with fruits, nuts, marzipan, chocolate and biscuits. When all is
ready, a bell is rung as a signal for the children to enter this Christmas fantasy room. Carols are sung,
sometimes sparklers are lit, the Christmas story is read and gifts are opened.
Gingerbread figures are another great tradition from Deutschland! As a charming Christmas treat,
the famed construction cookie has survived many years in the form of Gingerbread people and their tasty
gingerbread houses!
In joyous merriment, Germans celebrate the simple genius of their beautiful trees in "O
Tannenbaum". Another masterpiece and steadfast Christmas tradition is "Stille Nacht! Heilige Nacht!"
created by Austrians Franz Gruber and Joseph Mohr in their native German language.
"Dickbauch" ("fat stomach") is the name given to the Christmas Eve. Tradition says those who do
not eat well on Christmas Eve will be haunted by demons during the night. So, opportunity is given to
enjoy dishes such as suckling pig, "reisbrei" (a sweet cinnamon), white sausage, macaroni salad, and many
regional dishes. Christmas Day brings a banquet of plump roast goose, "Christstollen" (long loaves of bread
bursting with nuts, raisins, citron and dried fruit), "Lebkuchen" (spice bars), marzipan, and "Dresden
Stollen" (a moist, heavy bread filled with fruit).
In some parts of Germany, on the 26th of December visits are made to friends to praise their
Christmas tree. This is "Christbaumloben". The doorbell is rung and when someone lets you in, you look at
the tree and say " Ein schöner Baum!" ("A nice tree "). Those who praise the tree receive a little glass of
brandy and some cookies. They talk a while... then move on. Often there are 10 or more homes to visit.
Imagine the fun of the evening after about the 3rd home!
Germans are exceptional people. They hold tight to their traditions and enjoy the beauty of the
family celebration of Christmas year after year.
“Fröhliche Weihnachten”

The following new Chapter members joined between August and October, 2016
DIANE ALEXANDER - MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA
DONALD BURRIS - COLUMBUS, OH
HELEN & JAMES KARNATH - FREDERICKSBURG, VA
LAUREN KATTNER - GROVE CITY, OH
NANCY MUSSARI - REYNOLDSBURG, OH
JANET RAVNEBERG - COLUMBUS, OH
JOHN RICHARDSON - INGLEWOOD, CA
RALPH ROHNER JR. -WEST JEFFERSON, OH
WILLIAM SCHMERTZ - COLUMBUS, OH
CARMEN VITTON - DALLAS, TX
JAMES WENTZ - CANAL WINCHESTER, OH
LINDA WHITACRE - COLUMBUS, OH

The roster of the Ohio Chapter, Palatines to America is now 395
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COMING EVENTS
2017

January 28
February 25
March 25
May 22

April 22
July 28-30

COMMUNITY FORUM—PAGE 56
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SPRING SEMINAR—Columbus Metropolitan Library,
96 S. Grant Street, Columbus, OH —SEE PAGE 58-59
INTERNATIONAL GERMANIC GENEALOGY CONFERENCE, Minneapolis, MN — SEE PAGE 62

