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Mission Statement
"Advance Knowledge"

1. To further
interest and
study of German
speaking
immigration in
Ohio.

Celebrating our 40th Anniversary
by revisiting articles from our past.
Here is one from 1990 volume 13
issue 1.

M

y uncle once said, "only a
Jackass doesn't care who his
ancestors were." I suppose
there are many reasons that
start a person on the unending search for
ancestors. In my case it was my maternal
Grandmother who planted the seeds that led
to my being involved in genealogy many
years later. She took great pride in relating
to me that her great grandmother was from
one of the first families that settled in
Franklinton. She told me they owned the
farmland where the Ohio State Capitol is
built. A Deardorff was the first postmaster
of Franklinton and operated the toll gate on
Lucas Sullivant's bridge over the Scioto.

2. Encourage
members to
further research
family histories
in Ohio

3. Promote
information
about life, times,
and social life of
German
speaking
emigrants and
descendents.

Drawing by Bill Arter with permission
from The Columbus Dispatch
It was after my grandmother's
death in 1964 that I started to look into the
glories of her Deardorff family. Her oral
traditions were true, at least in part. Early
in my search, I had the good fortune to
meet a direct descendant of Lucas Sullivant
who laughed when I told him the story of

owning the land. I was advised that Lucas
Sullivant had set aside land for the Capitol
to be built in Franklinton. This was several
miles further west on Broad Street than
where the Capitol now stands. Among the
inducements Sullivant gave to early settlers
was permission to farm the land that Lucas
Sullivant set aside as the "Capitol
Grounds" until such time as the Capitol
was to be built. Of course, Columbus came
on the scene and Sullivants' planned
Capitol was never built.
My next discovery was more
shocking. Mary Jane Deardorff did not
marry Joseph Davidson until a
year after my grandmother's mother,
Hannah, was born! Further research showed
that Joseph Davidson was married to
Elizabeth Pope who died shortly after
Hannah was born and he remarried to Mary
Jane Deardorff. I suspect my grandmother
never knew this but her pride in the
Deardorff family got me started doing
genealogies.
In 1797 Lucas Sullivant planned
the town of Franklinton at the junction of
the Scioto and Olentangy rivers. The two
main streets were named after American
heroes: Washington Street, now called
Sandusky St., and Franklin, now called
West Broad Street. Another street was
called Gift Street because Sullivant
offered free lots there as an incentive to
settle there. On other streets, lots were
sold at prices from twenty-five cents to
over thirty dollars.
I have traced the Deardorffs back
to Antony Dirdorff who was born in
Germany and died about 1747 in Amwell,
New Jersey. His great-grandson, Abraham
Deardorff, left Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania in the spring of 1798
accompanied by his 13 year old son David.
They procured ten acres of land and
Sullivant gave them a lot on Gift Street.
(Continued on page 44)
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W

hat a great celebration this 40th
Anniversary year is for the Ohio
Chapter. In April, we had a
marvelous presenter for the Spring
Seminar Teresa Steinkamp McMillan. In October,
we will have Dr. Helmut Schmahl from Mainz
Germany as our Fall Seminar presenter. On July
23rd, there was a celebration luncheon with
German food and wine during which the
Columbus Improv Group did reenactments of
typical German emigration experiences.
Recognition was given to special guests, life
members, past presidents, past and present movers
and shakers of the chapter, and those receiving the
Distinguished Service Award. Congratulations to
everyone recognized. Also, congratulations to
Mary Hess and her committee for planning these
40th anniversary year events.
At the end of the luncheon, I was to make
some remarks and after that asked to include a
portion of those remarks in my president’s
message. The following is from those remarks.
“Ten years ago I attended my first Ohio
Chapter seminar. I then joined PalAm and attended
seminars when possible. Everything at the
seminars appeared to happen like a well-oiled
machine. Three years ago, I was elected vicepresident and one year ago, I was elected

president. One gets a different view of this welloiled machine from the viewpoint of vice-president
and president.
The Ohio Chapter governing board and
committee chairs are a group of about 25
dedicated, talented volunteers. I have been
impressed with the quality of their work and their
willingness to do large amounts of work. This
board meets four times a year for which people
drive from Cincinnati, Cleveland, Akron,
Wheeling, etc. Most of the work of the chapter is
done between meetings. For an organization of this
size and quality to exist for 40 years there have
been many dedicated, talented, and willing
volunteers who came before us and offered
something that meets the needs of many people.
We are here today to acknowledge the
people in the past and present who contributed to
that success. Some have their names listed for
official duties. Many others contributed
significantly behind the scenes. For the 40 years of
success of this valuable organization, we want to
express our appreciation to the many people who
made it happen, and are making it happen. We say
to them a heartfelt Thank You”
Besten dank!

Thomas Gerke

Our mailing address is:

LIKE us on
Facebook, search
for Ohio Chapter
Palatines to America.
Come check out
all of the ways you
can keep up with
us.

Or Follow us on
Twitter:
www.twitter.com/palamoh

PO Box 302 Worthington,
OH 43085
If you need directions for
accessing the “Members Only”
section on the website, contact
Carol Swinehart
ckfsmail@gmail.com
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Joy Wade Moulton, the author of the Columbus Dispatch column, “Finding
Your Ancestors” from 1975 to 2003, and a long-time friend of the Ohio Chapter of
the Palatines to America, passed away on June 30, 2016. Joy was a certified
genealogist who was active in British genealogy for over forty years and served as an
officer for several genealogical societies, including the New England Historic
Genealogical Society, the Association of Professional Genealogists, the Council of
Genealogy Columnists and the International Society for British Genealogy and
Family History. Our condolences to her family and friends.

T

he German-American Genealogy Partnership has
organized its first international conference in
Minneapolis, Minnesota July 28-29, 2017. The
conference, entitled Connections: International.
Cultural. Personal., will be hosted by the Germanic
Genealogy Society, and will offer attendees an opportunity to
connect with members of other German genealogy societies
from both the United States and Germany. The event will
feature more than 30 presentations over two full days, and a
large field of genealogy vendors. Registration for the event
opens in January, 2017. A block of rooms, at a special rate for
attendees, has been reserved at the Minneapolis Northwest
Hotel.

Index of Death Notices Appearing in Der Christliche Apologete, A National German Methodist Newspaper, 1839 – 1899

T

his index has over 26,800 deaths, which were reported and published before 1899 throughout the United States,
with the majority of them from the Midwest area. The newspaper was begun in 1839 by Rev. Wilhelm Nast in
Cincinnati. As his influence spread, he recruited many more ministers to support the German Methodist
movement, and the founding of many more local churches in the area, which eventually expanded to include most
of the United States and Europe. The death notices contained in this index therefore include people that lived in all parts of
the United States in the 19th and early 20th century, and also include approximately 85% of the towns of birth in the death
notice. This makes the index of benefit to researchers throughout the United States looking for the place of birth of their
German ancestors, as well as researchers in Germany trying to find what happened to relatives that left the area and settled in
the United States in the 19th century. For a complete description with links for ordering the book and accessing the online
database:
http://www.hcgsohio.org/cpage.php?pt=62#ChristlicheApologete
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he Ohio Chapter of the Palatines to
America recently held a special luncheon
to celebrate the 40th anniversary of its
founding. The gala affair took place on
Saturday, July 23 at the Clintonville Women’s Club,
3951 North High Street in Columbus, Ohio. Over 50
individuals, including past and present members of
the Ohio Chapter and their guests, attended the
event.
The luncheon program began shortly after
noon with a welcoming address by Ernest J. Thode
that provided a look at the “Early Days” of the Ohio
Chapter. Mr. Thode became a member in 1977, a
year after its founding, and was an important
resource person for the Chapter by 1978. Ernie
recalled the early events of the chapter and the many
individuals who contributed to the founding and
continuing progress of the organization. Those
individuals mentioned by Mr. Thode included the
Chapter’s first president, Robert Rudy, and
subsequent presidents Monty Schaffner, Martha
Agler, Harold Betsch, George Manser, Geart
Droege, Roy Wegner, and Bill Simons. He also
commented on other early Chapter officers and
mover/shakers, including Clara Harsh, Jean Hall,
Florence Beck, Victor Thomas, Helen Wikoff,
Annette Burgert, and Dorothy Limbaugh. A brief Q
and A session followed Mr. Thode’s remarks.

The Columbus Improv Players “re-enact” the journey of
Palatine ancestors from Germany to America.

The next item on the luncheon program was
entertainment provided by the Columbus Improv
Players. Troupe members Mike Weaver, Debby
Phillips, Brad Shimp, and Kristen Howell assumed
the identities of a Palatine family - father Johan,
mother Maria, son Heinrich, and daughter

2016

Magdelena - and improvised a humorous portrayal
of the family’s trials and travails in two acts. The
first act presented their journey from the Palatinate
to America, and the second act, their experiences
after arriving in America. The actors did a very
commendable and entertaining job of representing
the many real dangers and experiences of our
German ancestors in their emigration to America
and their efforts to establish a new home in the New
World.
Luncheon attendees heartily expressed their
appreciation for the troupe’s humorous, yet
historically accurate re-enactment of the Palatine
Immigration following the concluding act.
An intermission during the Columbus
Improv Players’ performance provided the
opportunity for attendees to enjoy a German-inspired
lunch. Guests had a choice of Suaerbraten with
ginger snap sauce or Herb-crusted chicken,
accompanied by German potato salad, braised red
cabbage with raisins and apples, egg noodles in
brown butter, wine and a selection of cakes prepared
especially for the 40th Anniversary luncheon. Each
attendee also received a copy of the Souvenir 40th
Anniversary Booklet.
Following lunch and the second act of the
Columbus Improv Player’ presentation, Ohio
Chapter President Tom Gerke took to the podium for
the recognition of members past and present. First
on his agenda was the introduction of six of the
chapter’s twenty-four Lifetime Members who were
present at the Luncheon. Those Lifetime Members
attending the luncheon included Ann Bradford,
Mary Hess, Ernie Thode, Carol Swinehart, Geoffrey
Warthman, and Tom Gerke, himself. Tom next
recognized and introduced three past Chapter
Presidents who were in attendance – Robert Strock,
President, 1995-1998; Mary Hess, President, 20052008; and Roberta Newcomer, President, 20092012. President Gerke then acknowledged the
presence of two important guests attending the
event, Carol Montrose of Montrose publications, a
very loyal vendor to our seminars for many years,
and Kent Robinson, the newly- elected president of
(Continued on page 37)
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the National Palatines to America German
Genealogy Society.
The next item on Mr. Gerke’s agenda was to

Chapter President Tom Gerke continues his presentations
before the assembled attendees.

salute those past and present members whose
volunteer efforts make them what Gerke identified
as the “movers and shakers of the organization.”
These individuals included: Martha Agler, past
president; Patricia Berens, past treasurer; Philip
Beltz, founder of the Chapter Bookstore; Cyndie
Ayers, past treasurer; John Cross, present chair of
the publications committee; Linda Dietrich, present
treasurer; Stuart Herlan, photographer; David
Uhrick, past vice-president and dedicated volunteer;
Becky Thornton, past recording secretary; Ted and
Nancy Karchner, all around volunteers; Clara Harsh,
donor to the Ohio Chapter Library and Publications;
Ginny Poland, past treasurer; and Gerald Miller, past
vice-president and president and chaired the
National Conferences for Ohio.
President Gerke continued this theme by
acknowledging the contributions of the Free
Workshop ambassadors who have donated their time
and talents to present lectures for the Chapter all
around Ohio. These volunteers include Barbara
Bauer, Jayne Davis, Diana Drubeck, Nancy Ottman,
Robert Rau, Ann Scott, Russ Pollitt, Kenny Burck,
Patricia Berens, Ernie Thode, and Carol Swinehart.
The presentation of Distinguished Service
Awards, the highlight of the luncheon, then took
place. President Gerke presented 12 awards to those
individuals recognized as making significant and
distinguished contributions to the Chapter over its
40-year history. Two of the awards presented to
Robert Rudy, recognized as a founder of the Ohio

Chapter, and to Bill Simons, artist, publicist, and
editor who was responsible for many of the
Chapter’s early publications; were posthumous. A
third recipient, Annette Burgert, who was unable to
attend from her home in Pennsylvania, or to send a
representative to accept the award, received
recognition for her role in organizing the Ohio
Chapter following its inception in 1976.
The following nine individuals who were
present, or had representatives present, received
Distinguished Service Awards:
Robert Strock, for his years of wor k on the Board
from 1994 – 1998, for his service as president and
vice president of the Chapter, and for his
continuing support
Roberta Newcomer, for her leader ship as vice
president and president of the Chapter, her
enthusiasm and tenacity, and for guiding the
Chapter into 21st century thinking
Ann Scott, for her many hour s she has spent
helping members with their genealogy research
and for the many lectures she has given over the
years
Jean Hall, for her year s of ser vice fr om 1982 until
her retirement in 2010, as membership chair,
registration chair for every seminar and
conference held in Ohio, and for her volunteer
time as the first librarian of the Ohio Chapter
Carol Swinehart, for her dedicated wor k in
developing, monitoring, editing and updating of
the Ohio Chapter website, and her continuing
work as our web master
John Mangus, for his dedication and ser vice
during the years of 1981 – 2008, when he served
as treasurer and staffed the Chapter’s traveling
vendor table at all Chapter functions, and for his
proposition to develop the Chapter’s web site.
Mary Hess, for her ser vice as Chapter pr esident
from 2005-2010, for her years of leadership since
2001, and for the thousands of volunteer hours as
the National Office Administrator
Dr. Richard Hartle, for his ten-plus years of
leadership and dedication for the publicity of the
Chapter, including his development of the Ohio
Library Listing and the email transmissions to

Members
Ernest Thode, for his dedication and ser vice to the
Ohio Chapter since becoming a member in 1977,
including past positions on the Board, and
innumerable lectures and presentations
throughout the state on behalf of the Chapter.
(Continued on page 38)
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In closing remarks following the presentation of the Distinguished Service Awards, President
Gerke thanked those present for their attendance and for all of the volunteer efforts of past and
present members. He completed the event by recognizing the 40th Anniversary Committee, whose
members were responsible for all of the 40th Anniversary activities and publications. Committee
members include Mary Hess, Chair, Geoff Warthman, Luncheon Chair, and Marilyn Logue, Mary
Stahl, Ginny Poland, Brian Hartzell, Linda Dietrich and John Cross.

1976

1996

2016

40th Anniversary Retrospect
National Palatines to America President
Kent Robinson chats with President Tom
Gerke prior to the start of the luncheon.

President Tom Gerke and Distinguished
Service Award recipient, Ernie Thode and his
wife, Barbara.

Ohio Chapter
Palatines to America

Chapter President Tom Gerke makes the
rounds greeting attendees just prior to the
start of the 40th Anniversary Luncheon
program.

Past Ohio Chapter President Roberta
Newcomer and newly-elected National
Palatines to America President Kent
Robinson converse .

Donations for the celebration of the 40th Anniversary of the Ohio
Chapter continue to be accepted and appreciated. If you would like to
donate, please send a check, made out to Ohio Chapter of PALAM, to
Joe Stamm, 3930 Lander Road, Chagrin Falls, OH 44022-1329.
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n extremely exciting development in
German genealogical research has
recently occurred. Meyers Orts- und
Verkehrs-Lexikon des Deutschen Reichs
(Meyer’s) has now been indexed, put online, and
coupled with the Karte des Deutschen Reiches.
Although versions of Meyer’s have been online in
various places for some time, this version has many
features that set it apart from all others and make it an
invaluable tool for German research.
History of the project
As early as 1994 Marion Rainey felt inspired to index
Meyer’s. So, she set herself to the task and for the next
20+ years has spent countless hours indexing the multivolume work—without any compensation or indexing
help. After some time, Brad Coleman, a computer
programmer, volunteered to help with the technical and
computer aspects of the project. The result of their
work is a powerful tool for German research. Their
desire is to have this new tool online and free for all
researchers forever.
Meyers Orts- und Verkehrs-lexikon des deutschen
Reichs
This is the most important of all German gazetteers.
The goal was to list every place name in the German
Empire (1871-1918). It gives the location, i.e. the state
and other jurisdictions, where the civil registry office
was and parishes if that town had them. It also gives
lots of other information about each place. The only
drawback to Meyer’s is that if a town did not have a
parish, it does not tell where the parish was, making
reference to other works necessary.
To access Meyer’s:
Type ‘meyersgaz.org’ into the URL box. Once you
have done that, you will come to the Meyersgaz.org
homepage where you will see a search box. Type the
name of your place in the search box. You can use a
wildcard * (an asterisk) in your search. For example,
‘*gheim’ will return ‘Balgheim, Bergheim, Bietigheim,
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Billigheim’ and anything else that contains ‘gheim.’
Also, you can type only the beginning of a name and it
will return all places that begin with those letters. For
example, ‘Neu’ will return ‘Neu Abbau, Neu
Abschwangen, Neuacker, Neuafrika’ and many others.
You do not need to include umlauts, as ‘Munchen’ will
return ‘München.’ You can type umlauts if you wish,
but you should not expand umlauts, e.g. ‘ü’ as ‘ue’, as
that will return no hits. Now, a list of places with that
name will appear—all those places of the same name,
but with other jurisdictions which will help you identify
your town. Choose the town for which you want more
information.
Once you are on the town page, you will see the name
of your town and a menu that includes the following
items: Entry, Map, Ecclesiastical, Related, E-mail, and
Feedback….To learn more about Meyer’s, especially
the many abbreviations, see:

Uncapher, Wendy K. How to read & understand
Meyers Orts- und Verkehrs-Lexikon des Deutschen
Reichs. Janesville, Wisconsin: Origins, 2003.
References:
Karte des Deutschen Reiches. Berlin: Kartographische
Abteilung der Königlichen Preußischen
Landesaufnahme, 1845-1916.
Meyers Orts- und Verkehrs-Lexikon des Deutschen
Reichs. 5th edition. Uetrecht, E. (Erich) Leipzig and
Wien: Bibliographisches Institut, 1912.
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This will be your last issue of the Ohio Chapter’s Heritage newsletter unless you renew your
membership by October. The PALAM membership year starts on October 1 st and ends on September 30th.
The first Heritage newsletter of the membership year is published in November. If you are late in payment
the chapter must spend additional postage and copy costs to send back issues to late renewals which deducts
from our program funds.
In order to receive the benefits from the Ohio Chapter, you must indicate the Ohio Chapter as your
primary or as an additional chapter on the membership application.
For your convenience, included with this newsletter is a renewal application for you to fill out and
return to our National headquarters. If you have already filled one out from another publication, paid in
advance or are a Life member you do not need to send an additional application. Your membership number
appears on the mailing label of our publications.
As an alternate to returning the application by mail, a member may renew online through the
bookstore on the chapter’s website: http://www.oh-palam.org and clicking on the “Renew Now” button
in the left-hand column on the home page.
OHIO CHAPTER BOARD
Ohio Chapter Officers
President: Thomas Gerke tagerke@yahoo.com
Vice President:
Roberta Newcomer rnewcome@roadrunner.com
Recording Secretary: Lori Poch loripoch@yahoo.com
Corresponding Secretary:
Debbie Seemueller dseemueller@gmail.com
Treasurer: Linda Dietrich lindabelle@lcs.net
Membership Registrar:
Tom Swinehart tshart@greenapple.com
Past President: Vern Erickson vehouse@aol.com

Trustees
Larry Bicking lbicking@roadrunner.com
Brian Hartzell hartzell56@hotmail.com
John Cross jwcross2@gmail.com
Diana Druback dldruback@sbcglobal.net
Joe Stamm jastamm@gmail.com
Carol Chafin cechafin@gmail.com
Ginny Poland ginny.poland@gmail.com
Marilyn Logue mlogue@sprintmail.com
Christian Steck csteck@gmail.com

Committee Chairs
Awards: Mary Hess mhess1014@gmail.com
Financial: Larry Bicking lbicking@roadrunner.com
Library Liaison: Russ Pollitt russpollitt@gmail.com
Nominations: Vern Erickson vehouse@aol.com
Publications: John Cross jwcross2@gmail.com
Programs: Christian Steck csteck@gmail.com
Publicity: Richard Hartle rhartle12@columbus.rrr.com
Community Forum:
Diana Druback dldruback@sbcglobal.net

Heritage Editor: Richard Uhrick
uhrick.richard@gmail.com
Webmaster: Carol Swinehart ckfsmail@gmail.com

National Office
4601 N. High Street, Columbus, OH 43214 Suite C
Or by mail:
PO Box 141260, Columbus, OH 43214
614-267-4700
www.palam.org
Palatines to America is a non-profit organization dedicated to finding
the origins of German-speaking ancestors in Europe. Membership
dues per year (October 1 through September 30): USA residents •
$35 individual • $40 family
Make checks payable to Membership Registrar, Palatines to America.
Payment includes both National and Chapter dues.
The OH Chapter of Pal Am publishes Palatine Heritage Newsletter
with quarterly issues in February, May, August, and November.
Published articles may be copied for non-commercial use by
genealogists or for reprint if proper credit is given: Palatine Heritage,
Ohio Chapter of Palatines to America, copyright 2010.
Queries are welcome and will be printed in two (2) successive
newsletters. Please use genealogically accepted format and
abbreviations.
Contributions to Heritage are encouraged. Articles should not exceed
600 words. If materials submitted are copyrighted, proof of
authorization to publish must be provided; sources from other
magazines must be cited so appropriate credit can be given.

Palatines to America 2017 Membership Application
Membership Year: 01 October 2016 to 30 September 2017
(Your member number can be found on the mailing label of any publication)
Name (1) ______________________________________ Member # _______________
Name (2) ______________________________________ Member # _______________
Street Address ______________________________________________
City/State __________________________________________________
Zip _________________ Phone _______________________________
E-mail _____________________________________________________

Chapters: Member ship Optional (Cir cle one) CO
U.S. Annual Dues (includes member ship in one chapter ):
Individual + Chapter
$35
Family + Chapter
$40
Life + Chapter
$875
Canada/Mexico Annual Dues:
Individual + Chapter
$43
Family + Chapter
$48
Life + Chapter
$875
Other Countries Annual Dues:
Individual
$50
Family
$55

IN NC NY OH PA

None

RENEW
NOW!!
Annual Dues:________

Additional Chapter Memberships (Do not select chapter named above):
CO IL IN NC NY OH PA None
# of Chapters ____ x $8.00 (U.S.) = $_________
Canada/Mexico - $9.00, Other Countries - $15.00
Additional Chapters:________
International Members (Additional Postage):
Canada/Mexico - $8, Other Countries - $15

International Postage:________

Support the Ohio Chapter with your tax-deductible donation:
Become a Friend of the Ohio Chapter - $15
Become a Supporter of the Ohio Chapter - $50
Become a Patron of the Ohio Chapter - $100
Ohio Chapter Donation:________
National PalAm Patter Newsletter
Online at www.palam.org - No Charge
Printed Copies - $5.00

Printed Patter Option:________

Total Enclosed: ___________
Send check payable to Palatines to America to:
Palatines to America, P.O. Box 141260, Columbus, Ohio 43214
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Written in German by Ernst Bohning. The original was in Plattdeutsch, a dialect spoken in Northern
Germany. This account is taken from a typescript in German prepared by Henry H. Bohning for the
Bohning Reunion, August 4, 1918, in South Newburgh, Ohio (now called Garfield Heights). Translated
into English and published in 1987, by Jill Carter Knuth with help from Heidi and Walter Gander.
Notes by Jill Knuth are included in [square brackets].

T

he captain let the old folks and
those who were sick, have
special meals that came from his
kitchen. Naturally, they were
better than ours were, and really showed his
humanity and goodness. As the master is, so are
the servants. Except for one sailor, all the seamen
were goodhearted people, who were helpful in
every way, and made our lives easier. Others,
namely my older brother, who had made the
journey before us, had not had such good going.
He complained later that he had had an
underhanded captain and a rough crew on his ship,
and that the passengers nearly died of hunger.
The young fellows who were with us on
the ship constantly played tricks and joked. There
were two of them that I still remember with
pleasure. One by the name of W. Brinker actually
came to Cleveland with us.
Even more fun was Faber, who was as
good as a sailor when it came to climbing the
mast. Once he climbed up the foremast, and from
the very top, with arms crossed, delivered a speech
to us. When somebody told him to be careful,
because if he fell, it would be certain death, Faber
retorted, ``If you are so worried, maybe I should
jump down. It's always good to be careful.
Gretken, hold your apron up so you can catch me.''
Gretken didn't catch him and when he was down
again, he boasted that he had seen no less than 52
ships, while we below hadn't seen a single one.

When we said he was known as a liar, he said we
could see for ourselves and climb the mast. But no
one could; we all laughed at that wind bag.
In the night, there was a cyclone while we
were asleep. The ship was literally whirled round
and round, and the sailors wanted to fell the masts,
when suddenly the danger was over. The rescue
from the great danger to which they had been
exposed, as the sailors said, was celebrated with a
worship service. That was at the end of the third
week at sea.
The trip lasted another three weeks, but we
didn't have any more storms; instead the weather
stayed nice most of the time. Therefore my mother
and little one year old sister, who were
continuously seasick, could spend a few hours on
the deck every day. The captain had the ship
disinfected three times a week to improve the
sanitation. He often sent soup from his kitchen to
Mother, who was weak, and he made sure
everyone got enough fresh air on deck.
The last few days of the trip we almost
always had a good wind, and the sailors set all the
sails that were on board. During this operation,
my six year old brother Johann, who was on the
deck, got caught by the leg in a loop of rope. At a
command, the sailors pulled, and the boy dangled
upside down with one leg in the loop. On the
second "Juh", he was pulled up to the winch
through which the rope ran, and by the third
(Continued on page 43)
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command, his leg undoubtedly would have been
crushed, had God not sent his messenger in the
person of sailor Christopher, who saw the
dangerous situation and cried, ``Stop!'' At that,
Johann was set free. We then praised God and
gave Him credit.
Almost every day we held short worship
services, and usually the captain and most of the
sailors participated. After one of these services,
when we had sung with special boldness,
Christopher the sailor said that if we had such a
favorable wind, and it continued, we would be in
Baltimore in eight days. That's why we wanted to
send Faber up the mast again, since he could see
1000 miles away and give us the report if
Baltimore was really in sight, and if we could
indeed put on our clean underwear and clothing.
But the pestered Faber was lucky. A thick fog
appeared and he did not have to go up. The fog
and calm lasted for several more days. Then the
weather cleared up again, and Faber the Far-seeing
had to scale the mast to search for Baltimore. Soon
he came back down, and announced there was a
whale. With his naked eyes he had seen as much
as the captain could discover with his telescope.
It was really an eighty foot long whale,
snorting and roaring as it glided toward our ship,
spouting high jets of water. The captain said it
could be close to our ship in about ten minutes.
Many of us were worried and thought about Jonah
in the belly of the whale. But the captain laughed
at the timid ones. The monster swam right by the
ship so we were all able to see it.
[If Ernst Bohning's estimate of the length of the
whale was correct, than the monster they saw may
have been a Finback whale, which is 60--75 feet
long. A sperm whale is somewhat smaller than
this, and a blue whale is a little larger.]
Some pilots arrived in the middle of the
sixth week of our journey. At first we imagined
they might be roving pirates. Fear turned into great
joy when Christopher said that these were the
pilots who would now command the ship, and in a
few days bring her into Baltimore. He added that I
should not tell anyone. He just wanted to see how
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soon I would blabber. In fact, in about two
minutes, it was all over the ship. Those who were
sick began quickly to get well. This was the best
medicine. Mother came out on deck, and it
seemed to us that our little sister, who had become
run down during the trip from a lack of good food,
once again had a rosy glow on her face. The news
had such a livening effect that everyone began to
hope for a speedy arrival, and felt a new burst of
energy.
Captain Wittung gave over the command
of the ship to one of the pilots who had arrived. He
delivered a short speech to us, saying that he
would go ahead to Baltimore on the two-master
that the pilots had brought, and would wait for us
there, and give us the necessary instructions for
further travel in America. We should have the
same confidence in the new captain, who would
take better care of us than he had been able to do.
Then he swung on a rope to the small rowboat
lying below, and boarded the two-master. We
wished him God's blessings as long as he could
hear us.
The new captain, --- I have forgotten his
name --- then said to us, ``I'm glad that you have
grown so fond of your Captain Witting. It's to your
credit, and God's blessing will stay with you
forever. He is like gold and love itself; if only
God willed that all captains were like him, a real
father to his charges. But there are too many crude
fellows out there.''
A couple more days passed until Faber
could climb up the mast again and announce land.
The joy was universal. We were coming to the
promised land. Our old captain received us, and
helped us in word and deed until we were on our
way to Ohio.
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(‘FRANKLINTON’ Continued from page 33)

They cleared land, planted crops and built a crude shelter. Abraham went back to Pennsylvania to get his
wife Katherine (Bowersmith) and their children. They arrived in Franklinton in October 1798.
The Deardorffs built their original log cabin on Gift Street in the fall of 1798. That house no
longer stands but, Abraham’s son, David, built his own two-story log cabin nearby in 1807. This building
still stands at 72 South Gift Street in Columbus. Built of good hardwood logs it was sheathed over with
clapboard around 1870. It is currently rather derelict and is in the custody of the Franklin County
Historical Society. Columbus artist, Bill Arter, made a sketch of the house about 1968 [shown here] and it
is in one of his books. On the 20th of October 1980 the Columbus Citizen ran a photo of it as an "eyesore"
without explaining its significance. I hope it will be restored to remind us of our heritage and the early
settlers of German descent who built it.
I have not established the reason for the Deardorffs immigration however they came to the US
during a period when many Germans were tired of military conscription.

Ohio Chapter — Palatines to America Donation Form
OHIO Chapter – Palatines to America* is a non-profit organization. We invite you to support our
society’s efforts to maintain, enhance and disseminate information on German genealogy.
Yes, I want to support the Ohio Chapter’s educational efforts. Enclosed is my donation for:
$500 Goenner / Benefactor
$100 Schirmherr / Patron
$50 Anhaenger / Supporter
$15 Freund / Friend
Other $____________

Name
Address
City, State, Zip
Email

Phone

Send your tax-deductible contributions payable to:
OH Chapter – Palatines to America
P.O. Box 302
Columbus, OH 43085
Thank you for your support!
* 501 c (3) non-profit designation
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GOENNER – BENEFACTOR
Ann Castor

OTHER
Steven Bassett
Karen and Eugene Caylor
Gladys Donson
John Gray Family
Charlotte Kurt
Alice Lenker
Jerry and Jeannine Miller
Mary Ross
Karen Vandegriff
Peggy Wolf

ANHAENGER – SUPPORTER
Patricia Brown
Marilyn Trelvik

FREUND – FRIEND
Barbara Bauer
Daniel Crane
Patricia Fiscarelli
Jeanne Haynes
Thomas Hill
Ann Kapoor
Edward Koch
Allyn Myers
Nancy Ottman
James Simonis
Tom and Carol Swinehart
James Waldorf
Max Weaver

Bernard Losekamp
Nancy Ottman
Ed and Angela Durgin
G.O. and A. H. Faerber
Ray and Margaret Stehle
James Simonis
Marilyn Logue
Smith Family Trust
Fred Weaver
Gladys Donson
Daniel and Christine Crane
Bonnie Baker
Jean and Joseph Mitchell
Hilda Pappas
Lloyd and Debra Spencer
Virginia Smith
M. and A. Simons
Arlene Castor
Michael and Mary Bissell
Connie and Thomas Fishbaugh
Dan Seilheimer

David McDonough
Jeffrey Myers
Dorothy Muhlhauser
Janet King
Faith Heath
John Sommers, Jr.
Ann Kapoor
Dennis and Mary Ellen Pollack
Arne and Marilyn Trelvik
Jon and Cindy Elsasser
Helen Ruatti
Thomas Hill
John David Eads
John and Gayle Glick
Joe and Leslie Stamm
Arthur and Margaret Wolf
Myron Rorick
R. and J. Crouse
Roger Wilson
Gary and Pamela Martzolf
John Mangus

Scott Martin
Paul Langhirt
George and Bonnie Stone
Linda Bernhard
Paul and Joyce Schewene
Vern Erickson
Thomas and Carol Swinehart
Mary Hess
Christian and Kristie Steck
Mary Stahl
Diana Druback
Ginny Poland
Thomas Gerke
Roberta Newcomer
John and Susan Cross
Brian and Terry Ann Hartzell
Laurence and Elizabeth Bicking
Richard and Myrna Hartle
Linda Dietrich
Barbara and Edward Koch
Russ Pollitt

SCHIRMHERR – PATRON
Larry and Liz Bicking
Tom Gerke
Bernard Losekamp
Marianne Wokeck
Roberta Newcomer
Matthew Wiseman

Fritz Juengling, Ph.D., AG® is a German, Dutch and Scandinavian Research Specialist
at the Family History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah. He is also an Adjunct Professor at
Brigham Young University in Provo, Utah. As an Accredited Genealogist he serves as a
Commissioner on the Board of the International Commission for the Accreditation of
Professional Genealogists. A presenter at various genealogy conferences and seminars over
the past six years, Dr. Juengling is the author of numerous articles [See Page 39] for German
and Dutch genealogy journals and the FamilySearch Wiki.
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GERMAN COMMUNITY FORUM SERIES
IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE COLUMBUS METROPOLITAN LIBRARY.
SEPTEMBER 24

WHAT IS AVAILABLE IN THE PALATINE COLLECTION?
CAROL SWINEHART
Columbus Metropolitan Library
96 S. Grant, Columbus, OH
Forum Sessions will resume in January, 2017.

FORUM SESSIONS ARE HELD FROM 10:00 AM —12:00 PM.

Everyone is welcome to attend... no advance registration is necessary. Watch the chapter
website for latest information at www.oh-palam.org

The following new Chapter members joined
between April and July, 2016
CAROL ADAMEK– DALLAS, TX
THOMAS & KATHY ALLBAUGH– SALINE, MI
EDNA DIETER– WESTMINSTER, OH
CINDY GERONTES - ST LOUIS, MO
CHERYL & PHILIP KERN– CENTERVILLE, OH
WANDA LANGDON– CINCINNATI, OH
PATRICIA MCROWE– AKRON, OH
CAROL NORRIS– GALENA, OH
KARLA STRIEB - COLUMBUS, OH

The roster of the Ohio Chapter,
Palatines to America is now 391

D

r. Helmut Schmahl, will
be our presenter at the
Fall Seminar 2016. He
was born in Alzey,
Germany, in 1966. He earned his
Ph.D. degree at the University of
Mainz in 1999 with a study on
emigration from Hessen-Darmstadt
to Wisconsin in the 19th century.
Dr. Schmahl teaches at the History
Department of the University of
Mainz as well as Gymnasium am Römerkastell Alzey. In
2002 he was a visiting professor at the University of
Wisconsin in Madison. German emigration to America is
one of his primary areas of historical interest and expertise.
He has done extensive research on his sons' German and
American ancestors and has lectured at historical and
genealogical conferences in the United States, France, and
Germany since 1987.
The presentations will be titled:
1. Go Digital: Current Trends in Genealogical Research in
Germany.
2. Introduction to Family Research in Southwest Germany.
3. Beyond Lederhosen and Sauerkraut: Everyday Life in
Germany in the 18th and 19th Centuries.
4. Traces They Left Behind: German Sources about Our
Ancestors.

2016

PALATINE HERITAGE

PAGE 47

The Ohio Chapter Palatines to America
German Genealogy 2016 Fall Seminar
“SEARCHING YOUR ROOTS IN GERMANY”
Speaker: Dr. Helmut Schmahl, Ph.D.
Lecturer at the University of Mainz, Germany
Sessions include:
Go Digital: Current Trends in Genealogical Research in Germany
Introduction to Family Research in Southwest Germany
Beyond Lederhosen and Sauerkraut: Everyday Life in Germany in the 18th and 19th Centuries
Traces They Left Behind: German Sources About Our Ancestors

SEMINAR WILL BE HELD AT DER DUTCHMAN RESTAURANT, 445
JEFFERSON AVE, U.S. RTE. 42, PLAIN CITY, OHIO 43064,
ON SATURDAY, October 22, 2016.

9:00 am until 4:00 pm
Fees include syllabus, seminar sessions, vendor showcase, Der Dutchman pastries, coffee and
juice for breakfast and full Buffet lunch including Broasted Chicken and Roast Beef,
Mashed Potatoes, Noodles, Stuffing, Vegetables, Salad, Rolls, and Dessert
Register today! Use Pay Pal online at the website: https://oh-palam.org/registernow.php
or make check payable to Ohio Chapter – PalAm and mail with registration form to:
Joe Stamm 3930 Lander Road, Chagrin Falls, OH 44022-1329
ADVANCED REGISTRATION DEADLINE – October 5, 2016
MEMBER: $50.00 EACH
NON-MEMBER: $60.00 EACH
After October 5, 2016, cost is $60.00 for Member s and $70.00 for Non-Members
NAME #1___________________________________________MEMBER?______________
NAME #2___________________________________________MEMBER?______________
ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP___________________________________________________________

PHONE:___________________________________EMAIL:__________________________
SURNAMES I AM RESEARCHING: PLEASE LIST FOUR SURNAMES FOR NAME #1:
__________________________________

___________________________________

__________________________________

____________________________________

SURNAMES I AM RESEARCHING: PLEASE LIST FOUR SURNAMES FOR NAME #2:
__________________________________

______________________________________

__________________________________

______________________________________
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FREE WORKSHOP September 24, 2016 10 am - 12 pm Kaubisch Memorial Public Library in
Fostoria, OH. Speaker is Nancy Ottman; topics are 17th & 18th Century German Travel and Finding Your
German Ancestors.
FREE WORKSHOP November 5, 2016 10:30 am - 12:30 pm Genoa Public Library in Genoa,
OH. Speaker is Jayne Davis; topics are Beginning German Genealogy and Researching Records in
Courthouses

COMING EVENTS
September 24 COMMUNITY FORUM—PAGE 46
September 24 FREE WORKSHOP—Kaubisch Memorial Public Library in Fostoria, OH SEE ABOVE

October 22 FALL SEMINAR—Der Dutchman, Plain City, Ohio —SEE PAGE 47
November 5

FREE WORKSHOP—Genoa Public Library in Genoa, OH SEE ABOVE

2017
April 22
July 27-29

SPRING SEMINAR—Columbus Metropolitan Library, 96 S. Grant Street, Columbus, OH —SEE PAGE 45
INTERNATIONAL GERMANIC GENEALOGY CONFERENCE, Minneapolis, MN — SEE PAGE 35

