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Mission Statement
"Advance Knowledge"

1. To further
interest and
study of German
speaking
immigration in
Ohio.

2. Encourage
members to
further research
family histories
in Ohio

3. Promote
information
about life, times,
and social life of
German
speaking
emigrants and
descendants.

O

n the terror-filled Sunday
afternoon of November 16,
1755, the family of Henry
Kobel was attacked by
raiding Indians at their 50-acre farm in
Bethel Township, Berks County,
Pennsylvania. Henry and his wife Anna
Maria, both 43 years old, were killed
shortly after the attack began. Of their
eight children, ranging in age from 14
days to 14 years, three of the children
were scalped and died that day; two
other daughters were also scalped and
initially survived, one to tell the story of
the tragedy to a rescue party, but both
likely died later of their wounds; and
three others, all boys, survived. The
oldest was Johann Heinrich age 14,
another a boy of 12 years, and the third
was Johann Jacob, an infant who had
been breast-feeding and was protected
in the attack by his dead mother’s body
as she fell onto him.
Conrad Weiser, the leader of the
Tulpehocken settlement, wrote to the
Pennsylvania Royal Governor, Robert
Morris, to convey news of the attack.
Paraphrasing his November 24th
letter…Henry and his family were
called together by the Indians who told
them in “High Dutch,” “Be still, we
won’t hurt you.” Then they struck a
hatchet into the woman’s head while
she was breast-feeding the baby. The
father’s rifle malfunctioned. The
children ran into the bushes with the
Indians in pursuit. Four were scalped.
The father and the mother lay dead.

Kobel Family Massacre
November 16, 1755

The pursuit ended when the Indians
heard others coming to help.
This horrifying story is just one
chapter in the saga of the immigration
of the Kobel family. The father who
was killed - Henry, or Heinrich – was
born shortly after his parents arrived at
Nutten (now Governor's) Island, New
York about June 10, 1710, after
embarking from England on Easter
Day, 1710.
Henry’s parents, Jacob and
Maria (Egli), were some of the lucky
who survived the journey – about 1700
of their fellow 4000 passengers died on
route. The family and many other
“poor Palatines” had been in England
since June 11, 1709. Considering their
trip started earlier from Hoffenheim,
Sinsheim in present day Germany, the
Kobels’ arrival in New York was the
culmination of nearly two years’
(Continued on page 29)
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as it been that long? During the time of
renovation of the downtown Columbus
Metropolitan Library (CML) the Ohio
Chapter held its seminars at Der Dutchman
in Plain City. We have not held a seminar at CML
since the Spring of 2014. What a pleasure to return to
the renovated facility where the Palatines to America
research collection is held and where the support for
researchers of family history is so strong. We extend a
big thank-you to library liaison Russ Pollitt for his
strong support and assistance with the 2017 Spring
Seminar at CML.
The Ohio Chapter was pleased to offer the
opportunity to national Pal Am to hold its annual
members meeting during our spring seminar. This
happened because national Pal Am is not holding its
own conference this year but is supporting the
International German Genealogical Partnership
conference in Minneapolis in July. It was our pleasure
to host national Pal Am president Kent Robinson,
national board trustee Grace Saatman, and Indiana Pal
Am president Robert Suhr. Retiring from the national
Pal Am board at this time is Ohio Pal Am member
Ernie Thode. The newly-elected vice-president of
national Pal Am is former Ohio Chapter president Vern
Erickson. Ohio Chapter treasurer Linda Dietrich was re
-elected national Pal Am corresponding secretary.
Ohio Chapter trustee Joe Stamm was recently
appointed treasurer of the national Pal Am. The
national board does important work on our behalf.
The Ohio Chapter held its annual members
meeting at the spring seminar including the
presentation of reports, adoption of the annual budget,
presentation of awards, and election of officers and
trustees. Congratulations to Ohio Chapter award
recipients Larry Bicking, Donna Boyce, John Cross,
and Linda Dietrich for their exemplary volunteer
service to the chapter. Congratulations to the following
Ohio Chapter officers for their election to a second
term: president Tom Gerke, past president Vern
Erickson, corresponding secretary Debbie Seemueller,
trustee Marilyn Logue, and trustee Ginny Poland.
Congratulations to newly-elected trustees Art Block
and Deb Cyprych. We give our thanks to retiring
trustees Larry Bicking and John Cross for their service
to Ohio Chapter. Larry retires from chairing the
finance committee and John retires as editor of the
Palatine Heritage. The Ohio Chapter board of trustees
has approved the finance committee of Joe Stamm
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(chair), Ginny Poland, and Linda Dietrich (ex officio).
The Ohio Chapter board of trustees has also approved
the publications committee of Brian Hartzell (chair),
Shari Kern, Jeff Sharon, and Joe Stamm. Thank you to
all who volunteer to serve the chapter.
It brought the Ohio Chapter great pleasure to
present Dr. Fritz Juengling from the Family History
Library at Salt Lake City at its 2017 Spring Seminar.
His four presentations were German Names, Historical
Events, German Guild Records, and Reasons for
Emigrations. From the remarks on the evaluations
every presentation was very well-received. A special
treat for the group was the singing of German songs by
the Kinderchor of the Columbus Maennerchor Club.
Twelve people came a day early to the seminar and
spent Friday at CML doing research with the assistance
of Ohio Chapter Pal Am members and library staff.
Please mark your calendars for the Ohio
Chapter 2017 Fall Seminar to be held at CML on
Saturday, October 21st with presenters Dr. Timothy
Anderson, Kelli Bergheimer, Jenni Salamon, Russ
Pollitt, Liz Plummer, and Ernie Thode.
So, as you can see, there are a lot of good
things going on. A big thank-you to the many people
who work many volunteer hours to make it all happen.
Alles Gute!
Thomas Gerke

(L to R) Tom Gerke, president (2017-19), Marilyn Logue,
trustee (2017-20), Deb Cyprych, trustee (2017-18), Debbie
Seemueller, corresponding secretary (2017-19), Ginny
Poland, trustee (2017-20), and Vern Erickson, past
president (2017-2019). Also elected, but not present, was
Arthur Block [inset], trustee (2017-20).
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Dr. Fritz Juengling

early 110
members and non
-members
attended the 2017
OH-Pal Am Spring Seminar
on Saturday, April 22nd at the
Columbus Metropolitan
Library. Dr. Fritz Juengling,
German Research Specialist
at the Family History Center
in Salt Lake City, UT,
delivered four concise
presentations as summarized
below:

Session #1 – “German Names: Their Origins,
Meanings and Distribution”
What’s in a name? Names ar e a common
theme in literature, songs and poetry. Names are
generally defined by their origin, sex of the individual
or age. In the past, there were no random names, but
today many names have no reference to the past.
Earliest German names were just a single name. For
given names in German, they usually fall into two
categories – Old Germanic and Biblical. This name
was very important to the Germans, for it represented
whatever virtues they would pass along to their
namesakes. So the Germans chose their children’s
names very carefully.
With Germanic names, given names are made
up of two parts, each with a meaning such as Fried-rich
– “Peaceful Ruler,” Kon-rad – “Bold Counselor” or
Wolfgang – as he “moves like a wolf.” Biblical names
became popular after Christianity came to Germany in
mid-700 A.D.
Children were often named after a grandparent,
sometimes as baptismal names or “ruf-name.” With
surnames, however, they usually originate from one of
four sources:
Descriptor or Physical – Kurz (Short), Gross
(Large), Schwarz (referring to black hair), Weiss
(White Hair), Klugman (Clever), Jung (Young), Kuhn
(Bold), Froehlich (Happy) or Schoen (Beautiful), to list
a few.
Place of Origin – Bayer (Bavaria), Hollander
(The Netherlands, or Dairyman), Am Weg (“on the
way”), Pommer (Pomerania), or Pfaltzer (from the
Pfaltz or Palatinate) and Schwarzwalder (Black Forest)
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which was translated to Blackwelder or Blackwalder.
Occupation – Schlachter (butcher), Bauer
(farmer), Gerber (tanner), Gartner (gardener), Maurer
(mason), Sattler (saddler) or Meister (master). Around
the year 1200, parents began to pass along a name to
their child that becomes their surname or family name.
All European cultures had Patronymic names
albeit they might look different from the typical
Scandanavian –son ending. Other languages added to
the supply of names, including Danish, French, Polish
and other Slavic nations, with the addition of –sen and
–ski, as in Kaminsky or Adamski.
Dialects from High German and Low German
sounds shifted to a predominant Middle German over
time which is the basis and closest to today’s modern
German language.
These dialect sounds differed from Northern
Germany to Southern Germany (Bavaria). Examples:
p>pf, ff as in Piper and Pfeiffer , t>z as in Tappe and
Zapf, t>ss as in Grot or Gross, d>t as in Dieckmann
and Teichmann, and k>ch as in Bockholt or Buchholz.
Other prefixes, suffixes and regional clues
include van, Tj-, -gen, -borg, -beck, -egg(er) and –atz.
To view a map of surname distributions in
German-speaking Europe, visit www.verwandt.de/
karten/ Variant spellings are not considered as one
name, such as Muller and Mueller.
For further assistance, see Dictionary of German
Names by Hans Bahlow and Edda Gentry, a
publication of the Max Kade Institute for GermanAmerican Studies, Madison, WI, 2002. A copy is
available at the OH-PalAm Library Collection in
Columbus. —Brian Hartzell

Session #2 – “Historical Events that Affect
German Genealogical Research”
Genealogical research can “come alive” for
researchers, family members and other readers, by
providing rich historical context and detail to basic
birth, marriage and death (BMD) records, as it “puts
the meat on the bones.” This concept is illustrated by
reviewing various historical events in German history
and how they affect genealogical research.
An excellent example is the ca. 1440 invention
(Continued on page 20)
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of the printing press by Johannes Gutenberg. The
printing press made reading matter reasonably priced
and widely available to the masses which began the
movement toward universal literacy, shared information/
ideas and printed records.
The Peace of Augsburg (1555) allowed princes
in the Holy Roman Empire, which included Germany, to
select either Catholicism or Lutheranism within their
principalities (i.e., “his rule, his religion”). This was the
first official recognition of the protestant religion
fashioned by Martin Luther during his crusade to reform
the Catholic Church in the early 1500’s.

Martin Luther

Germany and the southwest region were
devastated by many wars over hundreds of years which
lead to emigration. A few examples will illustrate these
events. The Thirty Years War (1618-1648) started as a
religious conflict but devolved into a seemingly endless
struggle that decimated the population of SW Germany
killing or forcing many off the land. After the War, the
Swiss moved to the area seeking better land at low
prices. The Nine Years War (1688-1697) followed and
had a similar impact as the French invaders burned
many southwest German towns and villages and drove
out or killed the local people.
The French also played a role in German
emigration when they occupied German-speaking lands
during the French Revolution and the rise of Napoleon
(1789-1815). In addition, they introduced the French
Republican Calendar (1793-1805) which can easily
confound dates for genealogists in that area and time
period. It is recommended that researchers make their
own conversions from the French Republican Calendar
to the Gregorian calendar as many records are stated in
error. Conversion tables are available online to assist.
World Wars I and II both changed the map of
Germany and resulted in large loss of life and
dislocation of populations. Destruction of records also
occurred; although, not as much as often assumed. Post-
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WWII searching is dictated since the Nazis, the Russians
and Allied bombing were not as thorough as “accepted
knowledge” purports.
Standardized civil registration, a blessing for
genealogists, came shortly after German unification in
1871.
Finally, the fall of communism resulted in a
large exodus of people from eastern Europe and
provided access to theretofore untouchable records.
It was firmly established that there are many
drivers for emigration that help explain why people
relocate. Dr. Juengling summarized these as “push” and
“pull” influences. The “push” factors include: war,
taxes, disease, famine, property, economics and religion.
The “pull” reasons are: land, economics, social and
religious.
Having a thorough knowledge of historical
events will enhance any research effort as well as make
the family story far more interesting and understandable
than the simple BMD information.—Joe Stamm
Session #3 – “The Genealogical Value of
German Guild Records”
A guild, or association of trade or craftsmen,
was designed to promote and protect their interests,
maintained several record types which can be of value to
genealogists. Guilds date to the 12th century and some
still exist today although the influence exerted by guilds
has declined since the end of the 18th century. At their
peak, guilds were so powerful that a member of the
governing body of an influential guild often wielded
more power in the community than those in local
government. These guilds regulated the training of new
members, protected trade secrets, provided for the
widows and orphans of deceased members and judged
those who broke guild rules.
Members of a guild were classified according to
one of three levels of experience: apprentice,
journeyman or master.
A boy began as an apprentice at approximately
10 years of age and learned the craft (weaving,
shoemaking, baking, blacksmithing, etc.) under the
master for about 5-7 years.
The apprentice would live with the master and
the boy’s family would pay a regular fee to that master.
Boys this young understood that this was their one
chance to learn a trade to support himself and his family
in future. If a skilled tradesman had sons, a maximum
of two sons would be allowed to become an apprentice
(Continued on page 21)
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under the father.
Once the boy had achieved a level of skill, the
guild would write a letter of recommendation or
introduction that the apprentice would present to
masters as he traveled to various villages and towns as
a journeyman. They typically lived on the master’s
property and were able to earn a wage for their labor.
The time frame required to become a master was
dependent upon both the creation of a “master piece”
and a community’s need for a master through
population growth or the death of a master.
A master typically remained in a community
with his own shop. He was permitted to train
apprentices and employ journeymen. As a member of
the local guild, he would have a say in the affairs of
that guild. The guild would keep a record of vital
events such as marriages, baptisms of children and
Kinderbücher (lists of the master’s family members) in
case of the master’s death. These records may be
invaluable to researchers, especially if church records
are missing.
Other guild records which may be of value
include apprenticeship letters and registers of
apprentices, journeymen’s letters and Wanderbücher
(booklets carried by journeymen to record their
experience under various masters). A Wanderbücher
would list a detailed physical description of the
journeyman including the nose, chin, forehead, etc.
The specific place and type of guild is needed
to research the records. Begin a search at
FamilySearch.org. > Search > Catalog. Enter the name
of the town and click Search. Scroll through the
results list looking for the listing including the word
Occupations. Click on that listing. Look for results
for the German words for guild: gilde, innung or
zunft. These records are typically not digitized or

Wood block print of the Guilds in
action
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indexed. If the FHL doesn’t have records, write to the
local town archive or city hall to determine whether the
guild still exists and where archived records may be
stored.—Sheri Kern
Session #4 -- “Beyond Practical and Social
Concerns for Emigration to America”
Dr. Juengling’s final lecture started with an
overview of reasons for emigration to America in the
early 1800s which was followed by a typical example
of one family’s plight.
One most often hears others speculate that
avoiding military service is the most common reason
for emigration. There are other more common reasons
dividing them into push and pull categories. Examples
for the push to leave Germany are: family issues, war,
religion, property and economics. Examples for the
pull to come to America are: available land, religion,
economics, and social.
While the first German recorded as coming to
America was Dr. Johannes Fleischer who arrived in
Jamestown in 1607, there was little movement until the
early 1700s. Around the time of the American
Revolution, emigration rates declined until the 1830s.
Only about 5,700 Germans emigrated in the 1820s
whereas about 124,000 Germans emigrated in the
1830s. Emigration numbers continued to increase
throughout much of the 1800s.
As an example of a typical situation, we were
introduced to Johannes Buttner, b. 1742 in Bavaria as
the only son of a weaver. Johannes could not marry
until he was 35, when he became a master because the
local guild forbade the marriage of journeymen. He
was a journeyman for 17 years.
In 1785, he bought a house with no farmland,
but he could not get residency rights. Because he was
not able to establish himself as a citizen, he kept being
evicted about every five years. Residency rights were
vitally important.
Johannes and his wife produced a number of
children. Their third son was Johannes Leonard, b.
1789. Being the third son, Leonard was unable to
apprentice which made it nearly impossible to get
permission to marry from any of the nearby villages.
This, however, did not stop Leonard and his love
Margaretha from having children. After she became
pregnant for the third time, one of the villages
conceded to allowing them to marry, probably to
ensure that Leonard would become a responsible
father. They were not living together to this point in
(Continued on page 31)
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The following excerpts are from a book entitled The North German Connection by Dr. Allen W.
Bernard. Dr. Bernard was a featured speaker at the 2015 Spring Seminar for the Ohio Chapter of the
Palatines to America, speaking on the topic, “From Wotan to Boniface to the Statue of Liberty – A
Perspective on the Evolution of German Religious Practices.” The materials are reprinted here with
the permission of Dr. Bernard.
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hereafter, northern Germany came
under the control of the Holy
Roman Empire and the Duchy of
Saxony was established in 804
A.D. The Duchy consisted of the then German areas
of Engern, Westphalia, Eastphalia and Northalbingia
(today, Schleswieg-Holstein), and became part of the
Franconian Empire. Charlemagne immediately
established Episcopal sees in the major towns, and
bishops were appointed to oversee the
Christianization of the region: Wiho was appointed
in Osnabrück in 772; Willehad was given Bremen in
787; Minden was given to Hercumbert in 790; and
Ludger, a Friscian disciple of Boniface, was
appointed to Munster in 803. (6) Additionally, local
youths with apparent potential were gathered from
the area and sent to Utrecht for training to become
priests and missionaries.
The first center of these missionary efforts
was established circa 787 A.D. in the prestigious
Visbek, the ancient center of civilization in northern
Germany, and the home of our Ahlers family
ancestors. The mission was called Cellula Fisbechi.
By 819, Louis the Pius, son of Charlemagne, had
appointed a local missionary, Gerbert (Abt Castus),
to become the abbot of the Visbek abbey. It was
from this abbey that missionary fervor radiated
outwards to convert Saxons throughout the
Oldenburger Münsterland. (7)
The following year, 820, two new abbeys
were founded which quickly enforced Christianity as
the state religion: the Benedictine Abbey of Corvey;
and the Abbey of Herford for Benedictine nuns. The
Ahlers family land was originally controlled by the
Abbey of Corvey. For the next 300 years, Lower
Saxony and the Oldenburger Münsterland were
controlled by various kings, dukes, and bishops
vying for power. The Church, with its alliances to the
Holy Roman Empire, was further charged with the

establishment of institutions, laws and organizations
in Lower Saxony that included the Oldenburg
Münsterland.
In 1182 A.D., Frederick I of the Holy Roman
Empire stripped his cousin Henry, the Lion of
Saxony, of the possession of the Duchy of Saxony,
leading to its breakup. Thereafter, the region came
under the rule of ecclesiastical leaders, the princely
bishops of the cities of Munster, Osnabruck, Minden
and Paderborn. The Archbishop of Cologne
controlled the region around Arnsberg. In the
Oldenburger Münsterland, farms were controlled by
the bishops of Münster and Osnabruck, and by the
counts of Diepholz, as well as other titled families.
Various areas of these regions were bought and sold
during the following Middle Ages. Eventually,
knights owned larger tracks of lands and organized
them into farm collectives known as bauerschafts.
One of these, the Ahlers Bauerschaft, became selfsufficient in 1545, cutting its ties to its original owner,
the Corvey Abbey.
Before Martin Luther's time, religious
feuds involving the bishop of Munster had been
controlled, but by 1517, the Church's authority was
called into question when Luther led a Protestant
revolt. His Protestant Reformation had far-reaching
implications, and began making waves throughout
society, especially in schools and universities where
the social sciences and humanism were being
introduced. Various cities and courtships, including
Osnabruck and Münster, now instituted the
Evangelical Confession, and the Lutheran faith
became the established church.
In the Oldenburger Münsterland, people
gradually adopted the new Protestant faith that
permitted priests to marry and to deliver their
sermons in the vernacular Low German language
However, religious and civil disharmony prevailed
(Continued on page 23)
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between areas controlled by Osnabruck and those
controlled by Minster.
Finally, the Peace of Augsburg (1555)
established that the religion of the ruler would be the
religion of the people and resulted in large sections of
the Diocese of Minster becoming Protestant. By 1613
Catholicism was successfully re-introduced to the
area by Bishop Ferdinand I, as Episcopal troops of
Munster endured a bloody and bitter transition.
Despite many local objections, Protestant influences
were gradually expelled, and parishes again became
Catholic.
The Thirty Years War in the 17th century
altered the course of Europe for the next two
centuries. The religious and political conflict had its
roots in the Protestant Reformation and in the Peace
of Augsburg. A rebellion had sparked in Bohemia in
1618, and continued to simmer and boil for the next
30 years: The Catholic League under the direction of
Duke Maximilian I of Bavaria opposed the
Protestant Union under the leadership of Elector
Frederick IV of Prussia. German Protestants during
this time were pitted against German Catholics, and
massive destruction followed throughout Germany
with killing, raping, and the burning and sacking of
cities, villages, churches and monasteries. Nearly all
areas of Germany experienced widespread disease,
famine, starvation and severe curtailment of
economic activity. The center of Germany, including
Bavaria and Franconia, was at the core of this
destruction. A conservative estimate of the total loss
of human life was approximately 15 to 20 percent of
the population. (8) Eventually, Spain, France,
Sweden and Denmark all entered this fray.
The Oldenburger Münsterland’s role in the
war was not significant until 1620 to 1622 when the
area was invaded by Ernst von Mansfeld and
Herzog Christian von Braunswig of Holland; they
plundered the land and burned towns including Gut
Lethe, Visbek and Goldenstedt. Despite the
protective actions of defending troops, the Danes
came into power over Oldenburg in 1626 but were
replaced the following year with soldiers from the
Catholic League. In 1637 and 1638, Swedes
invaded the area, hurling additional destruction and
ruin upon the already-devastated region. Finally,
after 30 years of horrific destruction, on October 24,
1648, the conflict ended when the Treaty of
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Westphalia was signed in the town hall of Minster.
The Swedes, however, remained in the Oldenburger
Münsterland until 1654 to receive final payments of
money owed them by the Archbishop of Minster.
The modern era of nationalistic European
history had begun, establishing independent control
for each member of the new Germanic confederacy.
This perpetuated the religious divisions initiated in
the 16th century by affirming the status, rights and
privileges of the controlling churches in each state.
Each principality of the confederacy sustained
autonomy with separate customs, laws and military
operations. But this diversity of rule would haunt
Germany until the beginning of the Napoleonic Era
in 1806.(9)
Problems emerged almost immediately after the
1648 signing of the treaty. Because of the religious
mix of the region, the Treaty of Westphalia
designated that the See of Osnabrück—which
encompassed the A mts (districts) of Vechta,
Cloppenburg, Meppen and Bevergern—would be
alternately held by a Catholic bishop and then an
Evangelical (Protestant) bishop. When the
Evangelical bishop was in place, the Catholic Church
would be governed by the Archbishop of Cologne.
At the time, Münster politically owned these districts,
but did not control them religiously because they
were under the control of the See of Osnabrück. By
1667, the Bishop of Münster petitioned Pope
Clemens IX to shift the religious control to Minster,
since it was already there politically. In exchange for
this shift of religious control, the Bishop of Minster
offered to give the pope religious control of the Amts
of Vechta, Cloppenburg, Meppen and Bevergern.
With the pope's approval the following year, the
religious authority shifted away from the See of
Osnabruck to reside in Niederstift Munster and the
area became commonly known as the Oldenburger
Münsterland. As a result of this exchange, a
generally peaceful era followed for the next century.
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his was the title of Dirk Weissleder's
second lecture at the recent RootsTech
conference in Salt Lake City. A
traditional class session presentation, it
was intended to "provide tips on what to do before
leaving home," and to help attendees in the mental
preparation for what they may experience. It was
assumed that those in the audience would not only
be visiting the ancestral home the first time
themselves, but that they might well be the first of
the American descendants of the emigrants to visit
the place from which the ancestors left.
Your editor is anticipating just such a trip,
and while there were other lectures that could have
been beneficial it was clear that this one was not to
be missed. And others seemed to be of the same
mind, as the lecture room was packed with 120 or
more listeners. They were not disappointed, and I
wish to share here my own impressions of the
lecture. Please note, however, that this is not meant
to be in any way a complete treatment of the
lecture, as several portions of his remarks are
omitted and what follows reflects my own
emphasis upon certain points he made....
After a brief introduction of himself and his
role in the German umbrella genealogical
organization comprised of 67 societies, Mr.
Weissleder turned to the outline shown on the
screen and in the handout distributed through the
special "app" the attendees were encouraged to
load onto their smart phones. "Germany begins at
your desk!" he implored, suggesting that the
researcher's first task is to study Google Maps or a
similar source in order to acquaint oneself with the
area. As a part of this, he added, one must engage
in a shift in dimensions and structures: Multiply
Germany by three and you have one "Texas."
This results in a German worldview that is
substantially different from ours, and we must
adapt to the local thinking when visiting. Jokingly,
Dirk proclaimed that "Germans pack their suitcase
if traveling over ten miles!" He spoke of Munchen
(Munich) in the south and Flensburg in the far
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north of the country, saying that while we might
not consider the distance between them to be
insurmountable, Germans would never consider
driving such a distance. Moreover, they also
wouldn't fly between German cities, preferring to
take one of their modern and efficient trains.
As we prepare for our visit, this affects how
we plan. Archives and other offices which hold
documents we need to view may lie some distance
from our town or village of interest. How do we
intend to reach them? On the other hand, a car may
be necessary to reach the smallest ancestral
villages, as they will not be served by public
transportation. A thorough study of research
objectives in relation to maps and transportation
systems is thus a good place to begin our trip
planning.
Now one must add the further
considerations attendant upon defining the research
problem. We must always define in detail that
which we desire to find. And, during our visit, we
must always stay organized and not allow
ourselves to be distracted from our goals. In this
regard it will definitely help if one chooses to
research only one family surname at a time.
And here is a small prediction: "The smaller
the place, the deeper you might get." In Germany,
one easily can research 500 or even 600 years back,
if conditions are right. Thus it is all the more
important to know what you're wanting, and to
have a guideline for obtaining it.
Now, in addition to distance, there enters a
consideration of time. In German, "the machinery
must run!" When visiting in churches or archives, the
visitor must respect what our speaker called "the
German understanding of life." Simply stated, we
must take care to respect daily schedules that have
long been observed. For us, this will be an emotional
time; family members may be counting on us to
squeeze from this visit every ounce of information
that it is possible for one to obtain. Still, we must
endeavor to "get along" with our hosts at all times. At
(Continued on page 25)
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the least, we should allow them to have their lunch at
the customary time and for the full duration. Our
needs may be urgent and pressing from an American
perspective, yet there is much to be gained from the
good will of our hosts.
Always remember that a first-time visit is
overwhelming -for both sides. Time can be saved,
and mistakes avoided, if one prepares for the trip in
advance by obtaining the latest knowledge of what
may be available, where it is best found, and what
questions may be asked well in advance of leaving.
But once "on the ground," the officials one
encounters may be able to enhance the visit by
suggesting follow-ups for which it is hard to research
beforehand: Are their relatives still living in the area?
Telephone books may be consulted well in advance;
yet local residents may know of other relatives not
carrying the family name. Is there a local town
historian or other expert who can shed light upon how
your ancestors lived? Is there perhaps a Heimat
museum, however small? And what of local societies,
genealogical or historical? Says Dirk, "You must see,
smell and taste the site!"
When scheduling your trip, remember that your
"working time" includes your time of travel. As
suggested, Germany is not large by American
standards. It might take a full day to travel from north
to south, and only a half-day to travel from east to
west. Nevertheless, plan by the hour and always have
an aggressive schedule set for each day. Once on site,
wherever that may be, it will require a shift in one's
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orientation. Now the careful defining of the research
problem comes into play -- we take our time, ask
every question! And here is the secret: Always ask for
more, as it shows one's deep interest and that shows
one's respect for the place and its people.
You will want to fully understand the complexity
of German history and culture. Leipzig, as an
example, turned 1,000 years old in 2016.
Understanding will help you everywhere. It will help
you be aware of "rifts," and will help you avoid
"waves of bad feelings." Has someone researched
your family's connection to this place before you?
Ask! Is an Ortsfamilienbuch or a local history book
available now, or coming soon? Ask! If taking
photographs, be sure to first request permission. Make
notes about the pictures you do take, as you take them.
When speaking with local residents, learn as much as
you can -- for they are your interpreters of place! Use
file cards to prompt your questions, and to record the
responses you receive.
It is often difficult to find a balance, but find it you
must. You will be concentrating upon particulars,
but your larger interest is always in gaining The Big
Picture. Remember that it is YOUR INTEREST that
determines the purpose of your trip. But remember,
too, that there was a history of the place to which
you've journeyed before your ancestor left! Try to
determine the historical dimension that can be
explored, and then you will know what can be
found. Do not ask for one church book, but ask for
them all. And after the visit is over, thank those who
helped you, and share your story.

Our mailing address is:

LIKE us on
Facebook, search
for Ohio Chapter
Palatines to America.
Come check out
all of the ways you
can keep up with
us.

Or Follow us on
Twitter:
www.twitter.com/palamoh

PO Box 302 Worthington,
OH 43085
If you need directions for
accessing the “Members Only”
section on the website, contact
Carol Swinehart
ckfsmail@gmail.com
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Deutsch-amerikanische Kalender des 18. und 19.
Jahrhunderts: Bibliographie und Kommentar / GermanAmerican Almanacs of the 18th and 19th Centuries:
Bibliography and Commentary. Ed. by York-Gothart
Mix. Berlin, Boston: Walter de Gruyter, 2012, 2 vols.
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ne of the most important products of GermanAmerican print culture was the almanac. The
historical origins of almanacs, which reach back
some four thousand years, are hinted at by their
name in German, Kalender. The earliest almanacs were
annual calendrical publications that contained information
related to the phases of the moon and other astronomical
data, as well as predictions about the weather for the coming
year. This basic information, which was of greatest
importance to farmers, was enhanced in various ways over
the centuries by the addition of many other features intended
to both enlighten and entertain readers, including home
remedies, practical information, and literary texts.
Not surprisingly, the earliest German-language
almanacs appeared in colonial Pennsylvania, where
America's German heritage symbolically began with the
founding of Germantown, near Philadelphia, in 1683. The
first known German Pennsylvanian almanac, Der Teutsche
Pilgrim (The German Pilgrim), was published in
Philadelphia in 1730. Indeed, throughout the eighteenth
century; Philadelphia, as the main port of entry for Germanspeaking immigrants. In the decades leading up to the
American Revolution, an urbane German-American elite
developed in what was then not only the capital of
Pennsylvania Colony, but also the seat of the Continental
Congress before and during the Revolution, as well as the
temporary U.S. capital until 1800. Highly literate, the
Philadelphia German community generated a significant
demand for all kinds of publications,
The most famous German-American printer who met
this demand in the eighteenth century was Christoph Sauer
(Christopher Sower), who was born in Germany in 1695 and
emigrated to Germantown in 1724, where he remained until
his death in 1758. Among Sauer's many achievements was his
printing of the first European-language Bible in America
(1743). Sauer's Hoch-Deutsch Arnericanischer Calender
(High-German American Almanac), which he began
producing in 1738, is a precious resource for those
interested in early American life, not just in colonial German
Pennsylvania. A number of images from Sauer's almanac are
included with this review.
In the rural areas to the north and west of eighteenth
-century Philadelphia, a rather different German-American

culture was developing, at the heart of which was a language
that derived from the dialects spoken in southwestern
Germany. The German-descended farmers and craftspeople
concentrated in the hinterlands of southeastern Pennsylvania
became known as the Pennsylvania Dutch. Like their
Philadelphia German counterparts, the Pennsylvania Dutch
were literate in standard German, even maintaining receptive
knowledge of the language for generations long after cities
such as Philadelphia had become anglicized. The
Bauernkalender, a German-language almanac targeted
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century. The situation of the Pennsylvania Dutch, for
example, whose ancestors came to America well before the
Revolution, was profoundly different from that of nineteenth
century German immigrants, who came in much greater
numbers from a very different Europe and whose
descendants are concentrated in the Midwest. Mainly because
he drew on three libraries in Pennsylvania, Mix's selection is

specifically to the needs and interests of farmers and other
rural dwellers, occupied a place of importance on the
Pennsylvania Dutch family's bookshelf, second only to their
Luther Bible.
Because of their widespread popularity over most
of America’s history, German-language almanacs published
in the United States are a rich source of information on how
German America’s diverse cultures, both rural and urban,
developed. Although German-American almanacs have
been the subject of numerous scholarly studies, no
comprehensive bibliography focused exclusively on
almanacs has been produced. One very important reference
work that includes German-American almanacs is the twovolume compendium, The First Century of German
Language Printing in the United States of America (1989),
edited by Karl J. R. Arndt and Reimer C. Eck, which covers
the years 1728 to 1830. The Arndt/Eck bibliography lists
over 3,100 German-language monographs and almanacs.
A new reference work focusing on GermanAmerican almanacs, the two-volume bibliography under
review here, complements Arndt/ Eck well. Even weightier
than Arndt/ Eck, York-Gothart Mix's 1,500-page
bibliography covers fewer works, 113 almanac series from
the collections of three libraries (compared to 150
repositories in Arndt/Eck): the Shadek-Fackenthal Library at
Franklin and Marshall College in Lancaster, Pennsylvania,
and the Historical Society of Pennsylvania and the German
Society of Pennsylvania, both in Philadelphia. Included
among these 113 almanacs are some that were published into
the early twentieth century. The most important difference
between Arndt/Eck and Mix is the nature of the bibliographic
citations. Whereas Arndt/Eck gives the kind of precise
information one would expect in a catalog entry, including
the locations of libraries and archives where these
publications are housed, the Mix bibliography gives a
detailed description of the content of each almanac covered.
This saves researchers from having to page (or scroll)
through hundreds of pages in search of information on a
particular topic, assuming that researchers can even access
the almanacs, since only a fraction of them are digitized and
available online.
Despite its bilingual title, the entries in the Mix
bibliography are in German. At the beginning of the first
volume is an introductory essay, in both English and German,
entitled "Sociocultural Regional Identities in Eighteenth and
Nineteenth Century Popular German-American Almanacs."
This essay is disappointing, as it overlooks the inherent
complexity of German America, especially in the nineteenth

heavily skewed away from the Midwest: only two of the
almanacs covered in the bibliography were published in
Milwaukee, for example, and just one was from St. Louis. It
would have been better if Mix had selected almanacs that
were more representative, not only geographically, but also
chronologically and thematically.
Those reservations aside, it must be reiterated how
important it is to have a reference work that goes into the
depth that Mix's bibliography does to describe the content of
these almanacs, however arbitrarily they were selected. It
will be an important tool for those with an interest in the rich
history of German-American print culture.
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The following new Chapter members joined
between February and April, 2017:
PAUL BREIT – TINLEY PARK, IL
CAROL BURGER – WESTERVILLE, OH
CONNIE GEIDENBERGER - COLUMBUS, OH
ARDELLA GUTH – ALEXANDRIA, VA
BARBARA HANNA – MORROW, OH
LISA LETTIE – POTTSBORO, TX
FRANK LILLER – GROVE CITY, OH
SANDRA McCARTHY – CHARLOTTE, NC
RONALD & AUDREY SCHLIB – DAYTON, OH
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MICHAEL SELLARDS – HUNTINGTON, WV
LESTER & BONNIE SNYDER – MADISON, OH
DONALD WAMER – TIGARD, OR
The roster of the Ohio
Chapter, Palatines to
America is now 401.
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Trustees
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journey.
Jacob and Anna Maria were 27 and 25,
respectively, at the time of their arrival. Jacob was a
miller, a well-respected trade in German villages at the
time and a useful skill to have after they would settle
into village life in the New World. Unfortunately, their
ordeal was nowhere complete.
There’s some evidence that Anna was
quarantined after arrival and Jacob traveled up-state
alone. Here he was likely put to work gathering tar for
her Majesty’s ships in return for the food rations
provided to him and his wife. He was among the many
Palatines who were so grateful for the opportunity to
come to America that he volunteered to serve in Queen
Anne’s War and joined an expedition to march against
Canada. They marched north about July 16, 1711 but
returned unsuccessful in a few months.
In September 1712, Governor Hunter of New
York suddenly cut off the subsistence allowance to the
Palatine immigrants. This created a significant
hardship for the Palatines who were not yet able to
harvest enough food for the long winter months. And it
came shortly after Johann Heinrich (Henry) was born
on July 20, 1712.
Sometime that fall, about 150 families
determined to move forty miles north to the Schoharie
valley. They negotiated a price with the Indians in an
area many of them believed to be a future Garden of
Eden for them and 50 families moved north prior to
October 31st. We don’t know if Henry and Maria were
in the first 50 families, but if so, they had to endure a
brutal winter. Their minister, the Reverend Haeger
wrote: “They boil grass and the children eat the leaves
of the trees. I have seen old men and women cry that it
should almost have moved a stone. Several have for a
whole week together had nothing but welch turnips
which they did only scrape and eat without any salt or
fat and bread."
A second group relocated to Schoharie in
March, 1713, under the guidance of John Conrad
Weiser. According to Haeger, "with sledges they made
their way through snow three feet deep. Due to the
cold and their half-starved condition the suffering was
severe. Four children were born soon after their
arrival. All the people were in great poverty and would
remain so until crops could be planted and brought to
harvest. That spring and summer marked one of the
greatest tests of human endurance and fortitude known
in the annals of early American colonization."
Sometime later, Jacob established a mill at the
mouth of what was named the Cobelskill Creek at
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present-day Cobleskill, New York. After about 10
years the governor of New York told the Palatines that
they had taken possession of the land without
permission and sold their homes to seven rich
merchants who lived in nearly communities. Once
again, the Palatines were forced to move, leaving the
cultivated fields and orchards that they worked so hard
to establish.
In 1723, 15 families cut a road from Schoharie
to the Susquehanna River, carried their goods there,
made canoes, and floated down the river to the mouth
of the Swatara Creek, just south of present day
Harrisburg. The Native Americans in the area were not
happy that fifteen families “of Dutch” had settled in the
Upper Swatara. They were troubled by the invasion of
settlers into their territory. They complained to the
Pennsylvania authorities, but it did them no good.
There is no record that Jacob was in the
original 15 families who moved to present day
Tulpehocken in Berks County. But Jacob Kobel and
his family were settled there by 1725 when he appears
on a tax record, assessed a tax of two pounds and six
shillings. Once again, Jacob built a mill, this time on
land which appears to have been originally owned by
Conrad Weiser probably on the eastern edge of present
Womelsdorf. In 1737, after Jacob's death, Conrad
Weiser conveyed title of the land where Jacob's mill
stood, adjacent to Weiser’s own land, to Anna Maria,
Jacob’s widow who lived until 1774 when she died at
the age of 90.
Anna Maria Kobel had endured: through hard
times in Germany; a life-threatening trip to America;
displacement from settlements; hunger; the massacre of
her son, daughter-in-law and grandchildren; and other
unrecorded ordeals.
On March 1, the editors of the “Palatine
Heritage” held a conference call to discuss the
contents of this newsletter. John Cross said he always
wanted to write about a massacre that his family
experienced. Jeff Sharon then asked if the family name
was Kobel and John replied affirmatively. It turns out
John and Jeff are both descendants of Johann Heinrich,
the 14-yesar old son who escaped the massacre. In fact,
Jeff grew up about 10 miles from the site of the
massacre! The two decided to collaborate in the
writing of this article!
The authors both wish they had an opportunity
to talk to their 8th great grandmother. Her 90-year life
was filled with constant turmoil, worry, and
discomfort. Yet she lived to see the beginning of the
American Dream that we enjoy today, in part as a result
of her efforts. She’s a true American hero of whom we
are very proud.
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2017 GERMAN COMMUNITY FORUM SERIES
IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE COLUMBUS METROPOLITAN LIBRARY.
AUGUST 26

TWO GERMAN IMMIGRANT FAMILIES IN NEW YORK CITY

Diana Druback

SEPTEMBER 16 A STUDY OF EARLY GERMAN IMMIGRATION TO OHIO

Carol Swinehart

OCTOBER 28 BEGINNING GERMAN GENEALOGY

Jayne Davis

ALL FORUM SESSIONS ARE HELD FROM 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. at the
COLUMBUS METROPOLITAN LIBRARY, 96 S. Grant Ave., Columbus, OH
Everyone is welcome to attend... no advance registration is necessary. Watch the chapter website for the latest

information at www.oh-palam.org

Diana
Druback

(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)

Carol
Swinehart

Jayne
Davis

Hoying, D. A. (1990). In Praise of Our Ancestors. 13
Hoying, D. A. (1990). In Praise of Our Ancestors. 14
Parker, G. (1997). The Thirty Years War. London: Routledge. 188
Asch, R. G. (1997). The Thirty Years War, the Holy Roman Empire and Europe, 1618-48. New York: St.
Martins Press. 194
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time. Despite their plight, Leonard and Margaretha did
not seriously consider emigration likely because this
was in the 1820s when for some reason few people
considered emigration. They stayed in one of the
villages and had seven children.
This story is typical of the plight of many
Germans at the time. Illegitimacy rates were high –
sometimes as high as 40% of the population. Couples
had little to offer their children in terms of life
opportunities. In the 1850s, Leonard and Margaretha’s
three younger sons all immigrated to America.
Dr. Juengling concludes with a story of one
family whose children left in winter. As they did, their
departing steps left footprints in the snow. Every day
the mother looked out at those footprints until they

M

vanished – the last she would ever see of them.
Symbolically, this was typical for most families who
left relatives behind when immigrating to America.
—Jeff Sharon

Dr. Fritz Juengling

arian Louise Huber Dietrich, born August 18, 1923 to
Joseph Louis Huber, Sr. and Anna Caroline Wassman
Huber, passed from this life to join her ancestors, on
March 21, 2017, aged 93 years, 7 months and 3 days.
Marian was the sister of Joseph Louis, Jr., deceased (Mary Katherine
Readnour), Robert George (Melba Mees, deceased), Dorothea Marie
(Kenneth Revercomb, deceased), Richard Eugene, deceased (Jean
Clements), and Lawrence Leo, deceased (Geneva Phelps).
Marian and John Marvin “Jack” Dietrich were married for 46 years
when he predeceased her in 1993.
She leaves behind to mourn their loss her children, Linda Ann, David
John (LizBeth Ashbrook), Roger Paul, Donna Jeanne (Steven
Weber), Diana Louise (David Lerch), and Duane Andrew; her grandchildren, Troy Anthony Dietrich
(Angela Schultz), Travis John Dietrich (Mary Jellison), Raeanne Rose Horn (Sean Brown), Allison Marie
Leienberger (Ian Kinsley), Bradley John Horn (Kristine Overstreet), Samantha Nicole Mason (Jazz Patel),
Amanda Marie Maggard, and Eric Andrew Dietrich; and her great grandchildren, Brooklynn Marie Kinsley,
Brantley James Horn, Alex Jellison, Emily Jellison, Vincent Lingrosso, Nicholas Lingrosso, and Abrielle
Maggard; and a multitude of family, cousins, and friends across the world.
Marian was a resident of North College Hill, and a member of St. Margaret Mary Church for 66
years. She retired from John E. Shriver and Sons Accounting firm after 23 years of faithful service. She
devoted her life to her family and spent decades recording both the Huber and Dietrich family lines back to
German lands in the mid-1600’s. She was active in both the Hamilton County Genealogical Society and
Palatines to America, a member of the Settlers and Builders and Century Families of Hamilton County
Lineage Societies. She was the administrator of two family websites as well as two international
genealogical websites until two years ago.
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COMING EVENTS
August 26th, September 16th and October 28th – Community Forum – Page 30
July 28-30th – 2017 International Germanic Genealogy Conference @ Marriott Northwest Hotel, Brooklyn
Park, Minneapolis, MN (Visit www.IGGP.org)
October 21st – OH-PalAm Fall Seminar @ Columbus Metropolitan Library, Columbus, OH. German
Heritage in Ohio featuring Tim Anderson’s “ Ohio’s Germanic Cultural Landscapes,” Kelli Bergheimer’s
“Preparing for Your Library/Archive Visit,” Jenni Salamon’s “German Newspapers at the OHC,” Liz
Plummer’s “German Resources at the OHC,” and Ernie Thode’s “Swiss Pioneers of Southeastern Ohio.”
Plus, one-on-one sessions with CML’s Russ Pollitt and open research in the library. More details and
registration in Summer Issue of The Palatine Heritage.

