Palatine Heritage
PALATINES TO AMERICA GERMAN GENEALOGY SOCIETY
OHIO CHAPTER NEWSLETTER
Published Quarterly: February-May-August-November

2017

Worthington, Ohio U.S.A.

ISSN 0896-8721

Volume : XL

No. 1

www.oh-palam.org
Inside this issue:
President’s message

2

Architecture /Jones Co

4

Fall Seminar

5

N. German Connection

6

‘Hooray….’

8

Board

10

Willkommen

13

Russ Pollitt is a Genealogy Subject Specialist for the
Columbus Metropolitan Library (CML). He is a member of the
Ohio Chapter of the Palatines to America, and serves the Board
of the Ohio Chapter as its Library Liaison to the CML. In this
new series, Russ will be providing information about the
genealogical resources available at the Columbus Metropolitan
Library to those researching their family histories. He will focus
on those resources of particular interest to those researching their Germanspeaking ancestry. In this first article, he offers a general overview of the
materials and services that can be found at the CML

Mission Statement
"Advance Knowledge"

1. To further
interest and
study of German
speaking
immigration in
Ohio.

2. Encourage
members to
further research
family histories
in Ohio

3. Promote
information
about life, times,
and social life of
German
speaking
emigrants and
descendants.

T

he Columbus
Metropolitan Library
offers both archival
materials and a variety of
services to assist those researching
their family histories. Over the last
ten years, our genealogy collections
have grown significantly in both
volume and quality. For many
years, CML had only Ohio
resources but that was to change
significantly starting in 2007 when
we received the State Library of
Ohio’s genealogy collection. Then,
in 2009 we also received the
Palatines to America Society and
the Franklin County Genealogical
& Historical Society’s collections
as well.
Our collection has grown to include

research material from across the
United States and “across the
pond.” It is comprised of indexes
and transcriptions of census, vital,
military, court and other records
typically found in courthouses
across the nation. We also have
state, county, and local histories,
published family histories,
extensive surname files, maps and
atlases and more.
We also house an impressive
number of Special collections in the
genealogy area including those of
special interest to those researching
German-Speaking ancestors. These
include, to name few:
· Palatines to America
Society Collection contains
indexes and transcriptions
of records from many
Germanic speaking areas.
This includes records from
Germany, Switzerland,
Austria, Alsace-Lorraine,
(Continued on page 9)
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H

appy New Year! As I write this I
notice the daylight getting longer
each day and people are back in
their routines from the winter
holidays. I hope you made a commitment to
continue researching your family history,
attend Pal Am seminars and community
forums, and consider volunteering for Pal Am.
Pal Am is a non-profit service organization
which supports German genealogy research
through events and resources. Many have
stepped forward to volunteer and have been
glad they did. Please consider volunteering.
I have a big X on my calendar on
Saturday, April 22, the day of the Ohio
Chapter’s Spring Seminar at the newlyrenovated downtown Columbus Metropolitan
Library (CML). The featured presenter Fritz
Juengling will present important topics of
interest, but I see one presentation as a “must
attend.” That is “German Names: Their
Origins, Meanings, and Distribution.” As I
have researched my ancestry there have been
“aha” moments when I learn the meaning and
origin of their names. I hope everyone who can
will attend. Some may wish to come a day
earlier to do research in the Pal Am collection
and other resources in the genealogy section of

CML.
A good friend of mine shared with me
info about the website www.DuoLino.com. It is
a free website that helps people learn or brushup on foreign language skills. I use it. Please
check it out.
The International German Genealogical
Partnership (IGGP) conference to be held in
Minneapolis, MN in July looks to be a
wonderful event. I hope you will consider
attending.
At the Spring Seminar it will be our
privilege to welcome national Palatines to
America president Kent Robinson and the
members of the national board of trustees. A
short annual members meeting of national Pal
Am will occur and thus allow us to participate
in the national meeting. The Ohio Chapter of
Pal Am will also have a short membership
meeting to elect officers, give awards, and
approve reports and budget.
Please consider inviting your German
genealogy researcher friends to join you at the
April 22 Spring Seminar. Alles Gute!
Thomas Gerke

Our mailing address is:

Become a Fan on
Facebook, search for
Ohio Chapter Palatines
to America.
Come check out
all of the ways you
can keep up with
us.

Or Follow us on
Twitter:
www.twitter.com/palamoh

PO Box 302 Worthington,
OH 43085
If you need directions for
accessing the “Members Only”
section on the website, contact
Carol Swinehart
ckfsmail@gmail.com
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T

he Ohio Chapter of the Palatines to
America has a Speakers’ Bureau that is
available to any organization or library
that is willing to host one of its genealogy
speakers. One such library, the Harris-Elmore
Public Library in Elmore, Ohio recently hosted an
event featuring one of the Bureau’s members.
Jennifer Fording, the Director of Local History and
Genealogy for the Harris-Elmore Library, sent this
note to Mary Hess, the coordinator for the
Speakers’ Bureau regarding the speaker provided
by the Chapter:
Mary,
I just wanted to thank you and the other members of
the Ohio Chapter of the Palatines to America for
the free speaker that you provided to us this past
November. Jayne Davis was terrific and we had a
very nice turnout.

We appreciate everything that you do and look
forward to any upcoming programs!
--- Jennifer Fording, MA, MLIS
The Ohio Chapter Speakers’ Bureau
currently has eleven members. Each speaker is well
-informed in their area of expertise and are very
informative and interesting presenters.
In this and future issues of the Palatine
Heritage, we will be introducing those members of
the Speakers’ Bureau to our readers.
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Barbara Bauer

We start by introducing Barbara Bauer.
Barbara is a native of Perry and Licking Counties in
Ohio. After graduating from Capital University in
Music Education, she married and lived in
Germany for a year. Barb taught elementary music
for 25 years. After her retirement, she began
volunteering at the Palatines to America library,
doing genealogy research. She currently serves as
the chairperson of their Research Services
Committee. She has lectured for various genealogy
groups and for the Palatines to America. Her areas
of interest include Researching 18th and 18th
Century Immigrants; How to Use WorldCat;
Beginning German Research; and Lands of the
German Empire.
Barbara and all of the other members of the
Speakers’ Bureau are available to any organization
willing to host a presentation. The Ohio Chapter
covers their fee and transportation for the privilege
of speaking about German Genealogy and
promoting the Ohio Chapter of Pal Am.
For more information on hosting a
presentation by a member of our Speakers’ Bureau,
contact Mary Hess at mhess1014@gmail.com.

Jeanne Ann (Urban) Haynes
Feb 20, 1935 Jan 28, 2017
eanne A. Haynes, age 81, formerly of Luckey, OH most recently of Marysville, OH passed away on
Saturday, January 28, 2017 at Brookdale Assisted Living, Marysville, OH. She was born on February
20, 1935 in Toledo, OH to George and Ruth (Spohn) Urban. Jeanne was a Business School Teacher
for the Ohio Reformatory for Women, Marysville. Her memberships included: past member of Grace
Lutheran Church, Luckey, a member of First English Lutheran Church, Marysville, PalAm, and DAR. In her
spare time, she enjoyed genealogy and was a CPS: Certified Public Secretary. Jeanne was one of the original
supporters of the German Community Forum held at the Columbus Metropolitan Library. She was
responsible for bringing several new members into PalAm.
To send flowers or a remembrance gift to the family of Jeanne Ann (Urban) Haynes, please visit https://
marsh-funeral-home-luckey.tributecenterstore.com/?oid=1321701

J
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his limited edition, 500 plus page book
features homes, churches, and buildings
along with historical information detailing
the different areas in Jones County. It
represents a twenty-year effort of the Jones County
Historical Society (JCHS) along with the assistance of
local and state groups and people to make the book
possible. About twenty percent of the homes
documented are no longer standing, making this a
valuable resource for present and future generations
researching the rich, cultural heritage of the area. Mr.
Charley Jones serves as JCHS president and Mr.
Dennis Jones is the local architectural book
coordinator.
From the book, “Many travelers have passed
through Jones County over the years and remember
the oak-lined streets in the county seat of Trenton, the
impressive courthouse, and the old Brock Mill with its
gentle overflow and cypress-covered pond. Others
remember the southern homes in the towns of
Maysville and Pollocksville, and the brick plantation
home of the Foscue family just north of Pollocksville.
Though Jones County was settled as an extension of
New Bern in the early eighteenth century, it came into
its own during the antebellum period with substantial
plantation homes, often featuring two-story porches.
The distance between these homes, set upon a flat
landscape of cleared agricultural fields, and
separated by the meandering Trent and White Oak
rivers, pocosins, and forestlands, only added to their
individual grandeur.”
This book offers a glimpse of these historic
resources. Initiated as a countywide survey in the
late 1990’s, it is the culmination of years of
additional fieldwork and research designed to add
context to the individual buildings and agricultural
structures along with a sense of the people who had
inhabited them. Though many of these structures
have disappeared with time, documented only
through photographs and drawings, much of the
rich architectural heritage of the county is still
visible today. Of almost equal importance, Jones
County retains its rural character, including its
managed forestlands and vast open landscapes of
cultivated fields of cotton, tobacco, corn, and
soybeans. It is our sincere hope that The
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Architectural History of Jones County, North
Carolina will provide readers with a deeper
appreciation of the rich and diversified heritage of
this unique county in the southeastern coastal plain
of North Carolina."
The author, Christina R. Moon, has been
interested in historic buildings from a young age. She
earned a bachelor's degree in architectural history
and a master's in urban and environmental planning
from the University of Virginia in Charlottesville,
and graduated from a two-year preservation
carpentry program at the North Bennet Street School
in Boston. Moon has been employed in a number of
different capacities in historic preservation including
projects to prepare measured drawings for the
Historic American Buildings Survey and the Historic
American Engineering Record. Since 1998, Moon
has been employed with the Town of Carrboro and
Orange County, North Carolina, working in zoning,
preservation planning, agricultural preservation, and
comprehensive planning.
The book is available for $75.00 per copy in
person or $88.50 per copy by mail. For a copy by
mail, please make your check for $88.50 per copy
including shipping to JCHS, 437 Stroud Road,
Trenton, NC 28585.
For more information about the JCHS, please contact
Mr. Charley Jones, President, at 252.448.1390 or visit
https://www.facebook.com/jonescountyhistoricalsocie
ty/

Note: Jones County, North Carolina was an early
destination for German-speaking emigrants, with
Swiss and German settlers arriving at the beginning
of the 1700's. Source: northcarolinahistory.org
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T

he Ohio Chapter of the Palatines to America is completing plans for their 2017 Fall Seminar. The
event will be held at the Columbus Metropolitan Library (CML) Auditorium at 96 South Grant
Avenue, Columbus, OH, on Saturday, October 21, 2017. Registration will begin at 9:00 AM, with
the program starting at 9:30 AM. There will be six speakers with a total of seven presentations.
Those speakers tentatively scheduled include:
•Dr. Timothy G. Anderson, Associate Professor of Geography at Ohio University;
•Kelli Bergheimer, is a writer, teacher, editor, and a member of the Association of Professional Genealogists,
specializing in the genealogy of the American Mid-West;
•Jenni Salamon, the Coordinator of the Ohio Digital Newspaper Program at the Ohio History Connection;
•Russ Pollitt, Genealogy Subject Specialist at the Columbus Metropolitan Library;
•Liz Plummer, Outreach Reference Archivist, Museum and Library Services Division, Ohio History
Connection;
•Ernie Thode, the Ohio Chapter’s own nationally-known German Genealogist.
A buffet lunch will be available to attendees, with adjournment planned for 2:45 PM to allow
attendees time for individual research at the CML, until the library closes at 6:00 PM.
More information on specific topics, costs and pre-reservation forms will be appearing in future issues
of the Palatine Heritage. Hope to see you there!

OHIO CHAPTER - PALATINES TO AMERICA
GERMAN GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH SERIES
May 6. 2017

Way Public Library - 101 E Indiana Ave - Perrysburg, OH - 419.874.3135
SPEAKER - Jayne Davis a native of Columbus, Ohio, has been a professional genealogist for 25 years.
11 am Workshop: Beginning German Genealogy
Beginning German Research: Ready to start your research but not sure where to start? How US Census is a beginning.
This workshop will give you tips for starting you German research---what records to look for, where to look for those
records and what to do if you don't read German.
1 pm Workshop: Research Using Newspapers Obituaries, birth announcements, marriage announcements, ship
arrivals and news articles are among the many items found in newspapers. We'll look at the history of newspapers and
where to find newspapers in English and German languages. The computer room will be available for research after
the 1 PM workshop. (Pre registration for a computer is necessary)

J

oe Garonzik, the Marketing Director for Genealogical.com, has announced the availability of genealogy E-books
through their organization. The E-book site can be reached at library.genealogical.com and as of January, 2017,
was expected to have over 800 titles in place. The organization hopes to expand that number of available E-book
titles to nearly 2,000 by the end of 2017.
Here are some of the benefits that library.genealogical.com offers to visitors: (1) You can search the site by
locality, subject, time period and other categories. (2) The “look inside the book” feature of the site enables the
researcher to view actual pages from the publication. You can even perform a name search for your ancestor on a book
that looks promising - before you buy. (3) Buying e-books from library.genealogical.com is simple; you can do so via
Google, Facebook or email. (4) library.genealogical.com affords flexibility for reading E-books. You can read them on
the site, or you can download them to the reader of your choice. Visit library.genealogy.com for more information.
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The following excerpts are from a book entitled The North German Connection by Dr. Allen W.
Bernard. Dr. Bernard was a featured speaker at the 2015 Spring Seminar for the Ohio Chapter of the
Palatines to America, speaking on the topic, “From Wotan to Boniface to the Statue of Liberty – A
Perspective on the Evolution of German Religious Practices.” The materials are reprinted here with
the permission of Dr. Bernard.

J

ohann Ahlers, our immigrant ancestor, came
from the town of Visbek in the northern part of
Germany now known as Land Niedersachsen or
Lower Saxony. The region is an ancient one in
terms of history but its current boundaries were
created in 1946, combining the former states of
Oldenburg, Brunswick (Braunschweig), SchaumburgLippe and Hanover. It is further divided into 38
districts (Kreise or Landkreise) and eight independent
towns whose capital is Hanover. Previously, the area
had simply been called Saxony, named for the ancient
people, the Saxons, who had moved there from the
northeast in about 500 A.D.
This North German lowland, a part of the
Great European Plain that sweeps from the Pyrenees
in France to the Ural Mountains in Russia, is largely
flat with hills that rarely reach over 650 feet, with most
of the region being about 325 feet above sea level. The
sandy soil and frequent marshlands have been drained,
and have created a productive agricultural area with
farming as one of the primary occupations.
The specific region of Johann Ahlers'
birthplace is more commonly referred to as the
Oldenburg Münsterland (Niederstift Minster or
Südoldenburg) since it was historically a part of the
old Grand Duchy of Oldenburg. Prior to World War
II, the Oldenburg Münsterland was solidly Roman
Catholic. Its borders roughly corresponded to the
borders of the Diocesan centers of Cloppenburg,
Vechta, Loningen, Friesoyte, and Damme. The
religion and region have been historically
interrelated at all times.

The Oldendenburger Münsterland in Niedersachsen (1832)
taken from In Praise of Our Ancestors, 30

The specific area around Visbek—the village
of our immigrant ancestor—was the home of ancient
peoples who, some 4,000 years ago, left great rock
monuments and ceramic artifacts of their civilization.
(1) These ancient rock formations contain the largest
megalithic formations in Germany, the Visbeker
Brautigam (Bridegroom of Visbek) and the Visbeker
Braut (Bride of Visbek). They consist of a long alley
of huge stones ending with four huge facade stones.
Legend states that an entire wedding party was going
to Visbek to be married against the will of the bride.
She wished that she would be turned to stone rather
than getting married. Her wish was fulfilled, and the
entire party was turned to stone, including their
carriage. The Opfertisch (sacrifice table) and cellar
stones are located nearby. Our Johann Ahlers had
obviously seen these stones and was aware of their
antiquity.

Ancient bridal wagon stone formation at Visbek
photo from Missionszelle und Missionsbezirk Visbek, 159
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

Later on, various tribes consisting of the
descendants of these ancient peoples occupied the
area and began to shape the history in significant
ways. The tribes had migrated from the northeast,
and lived in small colonies. Lured by wealth, the
Saxons eventually predominated as they continued
to form settlements inland from the coast, and were
able to defeat the various groups vying for power
through forming military and trading alliances.
These various tribes were conquered by the
Romans in a series of campaigns between the years
12 B.C. and 5 A.D. (2) The Romans subsequently
were defeated several years later at the Battle of
Teutoburg Forest by several German tribes under
the leadership of the German Arminius, better
known as Herman. A period of relative peace
ensued for some 200 years, so the Germanic peoples
were able to maintain their individuality, their
traditions and their rituals.
The religious life of these early Germans,
including the ancestors of the Saxons, was deeply
rooted in a faith shaped by the rigors of harsh weather,
by the mountains to the north, and by the misty forests
of the flatlands. The predominant religious practice
combined two radically different concepts: the
worship of the sun, or the Sky God; and worship of
the terrestrial and mysterious Mother Earth. (3)
Their faith was directed towards three kinds of
practitioners: the individual; the clan or social
group; and the gods or goddesses who included
Wodan, Thor and Tiu. (4)
The individual was encouraged to show
strength within adversity, and through personal might
and mind, to carve the very contours of his particular
path. The concepts of honor and dishonor as it related
to the individual and to the social grouping of the clan,
were of prime importance—the concept of sin was
absent. The balance of life was maintained through
deep respect for the natural world of woods and
meadows. Worship frequently took place in sacred
groves, under the shade of a large solitary tree
representing the Tree of Life. Various war trophies
were hung on the Tree, as were representations of
sacrifices that had been made. A variation of this was
the Irminsul (pillar of Irmin), a large oak pillar erected
to connect heaven and earth. These attitudes and
emblems expressed a religious fervor that united the
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clans and tribes (most especially the Saxons) against
foreign incursions.
Religious festivals of these ancient peoples
prevail even to the present day, and revolved around
the four seasons. The winter solstice celebration of
Jul (our Yule), was a time of hope that the sun
would become strong and fortify Mother Earth. The
spring festival at the vernal equinox was a time of
renewal and hope, and corresponds to the Christian
celebration of Easter. The summer solstice festival,
Midsummer Night, was the greatest of them, and
celebrated the sun's power on the earth. Finally, the
fall festival of the autumnal equinox was a time for
mourning and sacrifice in order to enhance the
coming "resurrection." (5)
During the fifth and sixth centuries, the early
Christian missionaries—particularly Boniface and
Gerbert (Abt Castus)—met with severe opposition.
The Germanic peoples associated these Christian
missionaries with their enemies, the Franks, and long
avoided the practice of Christianity. But when
Charlemagne formed an alliance with the Catholic
pope, he subdued the Saxons by capturing,
converting and baptizing their leader Widikund in
785 A.D. The Saxons were forced to choose between
death or Christian baptism. Coerced conversion was
coupled with destruction of the Saxons' towers of
worship, their Irmin pillars.
Thereafter, northern Germany came under the
control of the Holy Roman Empire and the Duchy of
Saxony was established in 804 A.D. The Duchy
consisted of the then German areas of Engern,
Westphalia, Eastphalia and Northalbingia (today,
Schleswieg-Holstein), and became part of the
Franconian Empire. Charlemagne immediately
established Episcopal sees in the major towns, and
bishops were appointed to oversee the
Christianization of the region: Wiho was appointed in
Osnabrück in 772; Willehad was given Bremen in
787; Minden was given to Hercumbert in 790; and
Ludger, a Friscian disciple of Boniface, was
appointed to Munster in 803. (6) Additionally, local
youths with apparent potential were gathered from
the area and sent to Utrecht for training to become
priests and missionaries.
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Written in German by Ernst Bohning. The original was in Plattdeutsch, a dialect spoken in Northern
Germany. This account is taken from a typescript in German prepared by Henry H. Bohning for the
Bohning Reunion, August 4, 1918, in South Newburgh, Ohio (now called Garfield Heights). Translated
into English and published in 1987, by Jill Carter Knuth with help from Heidi and Walter Gander.
Notes by Jill Knuth are included in [square brackets].

T

hat was the first day, and it was
followed by twenty-five more
days of travel in America.
Luckily we didn't know that it
would last so long, or we wouldn't have been so
happy. So we passed the time with fun and jokes
and looked for the return of the engine somewhat
regretfully. The first morning it came snorting
back between eight and nine o'clock. The journey
continued at about the speed of a good trotting
horse. In the following days, we saw neither a
town nor a village nor a factory; only isolated log
cabins. On the evening of another day, the train
stopped again, this time at a river with a great big
tunnel bridge over which we had to march for
three quarters of an hour in the dark of night to get
to the other side of the river. It was absolutely
necessary to keep the children together, and we
almost gave way to panic when someone shouted
that the train was coming from behind us; in the
pitch-dark night, we didn't know which way to
step aside. When we got to the other side of the
bridge, we found a bright and spacious inn,
managed by an honest and hospitable
Pennsylvanian, who provided us with bread and
sausage and coffee, and directed at least the
women and children to some rooms to sleep.
[This tunnel bridge may have crossed the
Susquehanna River between Wrightsville and
Columbia. The railroad stopped on the west side of
the river, and the Central Division of the
Pennsylvania Canal started on the east side of the
river. Another possibility for the location of the

terrible tunnel-bridge is the one that crossed
the Susquehanna River at Harrisburg. Charles

Dickens described this bridge in terms similar
to Ernst Bohning's, even to the detail of the
hospitable inn-keeper. Dickens crossed the
bridge in a stage coach.
Dickens wrote: We crossed this river by a
wooden bridge, roofed and covered on all sides,
and nearly a mile in length. It was profoundly
dark; perplexed, with great beams, crossing
and recrossing it at every possible angle; and
through the broad chinks and crevices in the
floor, the rapid river gleamed, far down below,
like a legion of eyes. We had no lamps; and as
the horses stumbled and floundered through
this place, towards the distant speck of dying
light, it seemed interminable. I really could not
at first persuade myself as we rumbled heavily
on, filling the bridge with hollow noises, and I
held down my head to save it from the rafters
above, but that I was in a painful dream; for I
had often dreamed of toiling through such
places, and as often argued, even at the time,
this cannot be reality.
At length, however, we emerged upon the
streets of Harrisburg, whose feeble lights,
reflected dismally from the wet ground, did not
shine out upon a very cheerful city. We were
soon established in a snug hotel, which though
smaller and far less splendid than many we put
up at, is raised above them all in my
remembrance, by having for its landlord the
most obliging, considerate and gentlemanly
person I ever had to deal with.'']
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(Russ Continued from page 1)

and parts of Russia and Poland that were
part of the former German empire or had
significant German populations.
· Ohio Huguenot Society
The Huguenot collection has family
Bibles, church records (U.S., Great Britain
and France), and is said to be one of the
largest collections of its kind in North
America. It may also provide early
information on German-speaking
ancestors’ families who moved from
France to Germany prior to immigration to
America.
· Ohio Daughters of the American
Revolution
This is a collection of transcribed vital and
bible records for nearly every county in
Ohio. It can be valuable in researching
German ancestors who served in the
American Revolution.
I will be discussing these and many other
genealogy archival materials in future issues of
the Palatine Heritage. If you would like a more
information on our complete genealogy collection,
please go to http://www.columbuslibrary.org/
research for a more extensive description.
In addition to archival materials in print, CML
also offers a variety of Online Resources. These
include: A ncestry-Library Edition, HeritageQuest,
African-American Heritage, America’s Obituaries
and Death Notices, Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps
for Ohio, Columbus Dispatch Electronic Edition,
WorldCat, and more. All are available at any
CML location. All of these (except AncestryLibrary Edition) are available to you at home if
you have a Discovery Place Library card. Any
resident of Ohio is entitled to a Discovery Place
Library card so go online and apply today.
CML also offers a variety of services to assist
those conducting genealogy research. These
include:
· Reference service in person, by phone &
by e-mail
· Consultations – Call us and schedule time
to meet one-on-one with a librarian.
· Genealogy and local history
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programming at the library. Go to our
“Events” page (a keyword search using the
word “genealogy” should provide you a
list of the programs at the library) or
contact us by phone.
· Staff is available for programs for your
local organization.
· All CML locations provide wireless
access, so bring your laptops, notebooks,
iPads, and other mobile devices to access
any of the online genealogy resources
previously mentioned and more.
· Interlibrary Loan – If we do not have
what you need, we can try to borrow it
from another library.
· Meeting rooms are available to hold
meetings, present programs, or do
research. Also contact us for more
information regarding a computer lab for
presentations, training, etc.
I am looking forward to sharing more
information on these resources and services in
future editions of “A Chat with Russ”. In the
meantime, please feel free to access the incredible
wealth of information that is available to you at
CML. The genealogy collection is at the Main
Library downtown, 96 S. Grant Avenue,
Columbus, Ohio 43215. Our hours are Monday
through Thursday 9-9, Friday-Saturday 9-6 and
Sundays 1-5. For information on all of our
locations and hours, go to our Locations &
Hours page. You may also call 614-645-2275 and
ask to speak with staff in the Genealogy History
and Travel division or email us using the “Ask
It” feature found on our web page.
Come find your ancestors here at Columbus
Metropolitan Library!
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(1) Steffens, H.-G. (1970). "Eine junsteinzeitliche Gravanlage in Visbek-Hogenbogen, Kreis Vechta". (H. Jankuhn,
Ed.) Neue A usgravungen und Forschungen in Niedersachsen, 5.
(2) Barrett, M. T. (n.d.). "Westphalia". In o. e. K. Knight (Ed.), Catholic Encyclopedia (Vol. XV). Retrieved from
www.newadvent.org/cathen/15601b.htm
(3) Owen, F (1993). The Germanic People, Their Origin, Expansion and Culture. New York: Barnes & Noble. 186
(4) Gundarssson, K. (1993). Teutonic Religion. St. Paul: Llewellyn Publications. 3
(5) Owen, F. (1993). The Germanic People, Their Origin, Expansion and Culture. New York: Barnes & Noble. 208
(6) Hoying, D. A. (1990). In Praise of Our Ancestors. 13
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Library Liaison: Russ Pollitt russpollitt@gmail.com
Nominations: Vern Erickson vehouse@aol.com
Publications:
Programs: Christian Steck csteck@gmail.com
Publicity: Richard Hartle rhartle12@columbus.rrr.com
Community Forum:
Diana Druback dldruback@sbcglobal.net

Heritage Editor: Richard Uhrick
uhrick.richard@gmail.com
Webmaster: Carol Swinehart ckfsmail@gmail.com

National Office
4601 N. High Street, Columbus, OH 43214 Suite C
Or by mail:
PO Box 141260, Columbus, OH 43214
614-267-4700
www.palam.org
Palatines to America is a non-profit organization dedicated to finding
the origins of German-speaking ancestors in Europe. Membership
dues per year (October 1 through September 30): USA residents •
$35 individual • $40 family
Make checks payable to Membership Registrar, Palatines to America.
Payment includes both National and Chapter dues.
The OH Chapter of Pal Am publishes Palatine Heritage Newsletter
with quarterly issues in February, May, August, and November.
Published articles may be copied for non-commercial use by
genealogists or for reprint if proper credit is given: Palatine Heritage,
Ohio Chapter of Palatines to America, copyright 2010.
Queries are welcome and will be printed in two (2) successive
newsletters. Please use genealogically accepted format and
abbreviations.
Contributions to Heritage are encouraged. Articles should not exceed
600 words. If materials submitted are copyrighted, proof of
authorization to publish must be provided; sources from other
magazines must be cited so appropriate credit can be given.

Palatines to America 2017 Membership Application
Membership Year: 01 October 2016 to 30 September 2017
(Your member number can be found on the mailing label of any publication)
Name (1) ______________________________________ Member # _______________
Name (2) ______________________________________ Member # _______________
Street Address ______________________________________________
City/State __________________________________________________
Zip _________________ Phone _______________________________
E-mail _____________________________________________________

Chapters: Member ship Optional (Cir cle one) CO
U.S. Annual Dues (includes member ship in one chapter ):
Individual + Chapter
$35
Family + Chapter
$40
Life + Chapter
$875
Canada/Mexico Annual Dues:
Individual + Chapter
$43
Family + Chapter
$48
Life + Chapter
$875
Other Countries Annual Dues:
Individual
$50
Family
$55

IN NC NY OH PA

None

RENEW
NOW!!
Annual Dues:________

Additional Chapter Memberships (Do not select chapter named above):
CO IL IN NC NY OH PA None
# of Chapters ____ x $8.00 (U.S.) = $_________
Canada/Mexico - $9.00, Other Countries - $15.00
Additional Chapters:________
International Members (Additional Postage):
Canada/Mexico - $8, Other Countries - $15

International Postage:________

Support the Ohio Chapter with your tax-deductible donation:
Become a Friend of the Ohio Chapter - $15
Become a Supporter of the Ohio Chapter - $50
Become a Patron of the Ohio Chapter - $100
Ohio Chapter Donation:________
National PalAm Patter Newsletter
Online at www.palam.org - No Charge
Printed Copies - $5.00

Printed Patter Option:________

Total Enclosed: ___________
Send check payable to Palatines to America to:
Palatines to America, P.O. Box 141260, Columbus, Ohio 43214
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here are a bunch of things
in today’s world that seem
to shrink. How far a dollar
goes or that most elusive
of concepts known as “spare time.”
But this installment of “Roots &
Branches” is all about expansions.
In a few columns last year, we’ve talked
about the partnership organization putting together
a German genealogy conference in Minnesota.
Well, with registration now live for that
conference, it seems appropriate to give some
updates. about the partnership as well as the
conference.
First, the partnership itself has
transitioned to a new, world-spanning name.
Founded as the German-American
Genealogical Partnership with leading roles by the
Minnesota-based Germanic Genealogy Society
and the Deutsche Arbeitsgemeinschaft
genealogischer Verbände (an umbrella
organization of genealogical and heraldic
associations in Germany), societies from around
the world have sought to join. Making the
“German-American” name seem limiting.
The organization is now known as the
International German Genealogy Partnership.
The upcoming conference of the
partnership has also grown in the telling.
Originally scheduled to have a leadership
day and two days of presentations and vendors, the
conference will now run a total of four days, with
the leadership day scheduled for July 27 and
presentations/ vendors from July 28 to 30 (and,
yes, your “Roots & Branches” columnist will be
one of the presenters and vendors).
The conference, titled “2017 International
Germanic Genealogy Conference” and carrying

WI NT E R 2 0 1 7

the theme “CONNECTIONS: International.
Cultural. Personal,” will be held in the
Minneapolis suburb Brooklyn Park at the Marriott
Northwest Hotel.
Pre-registration interest has been so keen
that the conference hotel is already fully booked,
but additional room blocks have been obtained at
several alternate hotels in the area of the
conference.
The conference will have more than 70
presentations by Germanic genealogy experts
worldwide, including such luminaries as Baerbel
Johnson, Timo Kracke, Roger P. Minert, Shirley
Riemer and Dirk Weissleder.

“No matter where in the world you are
or where your German-speaking
ancestors settled, Minnesota will be the
place to be at the end of July. “
Attendees will be invited to be part of a
conference surname and locality database to match
up with others attending.
Study rooms with computers and expert
personal assistance will offer help with German
script, language and research. The conference also
will feature impromptu gatherings by region or
special interest and a large field of vendors and
exhibitors.
On the evening of July 27, the conference
will sponsor a “Biergarten at Germanic-American
Institute” in St. Paul, providing shuttle service to
the participants.
The upshot is that no matter where in the
world you are or where your German-speaking
ancestors settled, Minnesota will be the place to be
at the end of July.
Further information about registration for
the conference and booking a hotel can be found at
the partnership’s website, www.IGGPartner.org.
Beidler is a freelance writer and lecturer
on genealogy. Contact him either at Box 270,
Lebanon, PA 17042 or by e-mail to
james@beidler.us. Like him on Facebook (James
M. Beidler) and follow him on Twitter,
@JamesMBeidler.
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2017 GERMAN COMMUNITY FORUM SERIES
IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE COLUMBUS METROPOLITAN LIBRARY.

MARCH 25

BEGINNING GERMAN GENEALOGY
Madelon Palmo
Columbus Metropolitan Library, 96 S. Grant Avenue, Columbus, OH

MAY 27

EARLY CENTRAL OHIO GERMANS
Don Wurm
Columbus Metropolitan Library, 96 S. Grant Avenue, Columbus, OH
****PLEASE NOTE THIS DATE AND LOCATION IS A CORRECTION FROM NOVEMBER****

FORUM SESSIONS ARE HELD FROM 10:00 AM —12:00 PM.
Everyone is welcome to attend... no advance registration is necessary. Watch the chapter website for the
latest information at www.oh-palam.org

The following new Chapter members joined
between November, 2016 and January, 2017
SCOTT BAUM - BALTIMORE, MD
GARY BELTER - COLUMBUS, OH
ELIZABETH BESOZZI - COLUMBUS, OH
KENNETH BINZER - BEAVERCREEK, OH

JEFFREY SHARON - COLUMBUS, OH
EILEEN SHARP - SAN MARCOS, CA
SIDNEY SHOUSE - JOPLIN, MO
JAMES & LINDA SHURTLEFF - CANFIELD, OH
DODI WOZNIAK - HAMILTON, OH
MARJORIE YETZER - ASHLAND, OH

DALE ECKHART - WIEFELSTEDE, GERMANY

NORMA KIRIAN - OAK HARBOR, OH
CAROLE KYSER - BLACKLICK, OH
LYN MILLER - LAKEWOOD, CO
GLENN RUFF - GAHANNA, OH
HELMUT SCHMAHL - ALZEY, GERMANY
VIRGINA SCHUCK - ASHLAND, OH

The roster of the Ohio Chapter, Palatines to America
is now 374
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ritz Juengling,
Ph.D., AG®
is a German,
Dutch and
Scandinavian Research
Specialist at the Family
History Library in Salt
Lake City, Utah. As an
Accredited Genealogist
he serves as a
Commissioner on the
Board of the International Commission for the
Accreditation of Professional Genealogists. A
presenter at various genealogy conferences and
seminars over the past six years, Dr. Juengling is the
author of numerous articles for German and Dutch
genealogy journals and the FamilySearch Wiki. He
will present materials organized into four topics (see
the program schedule for specific topics).

APRIL 22, 2017
Columbus Metropolitan Library Auditorium
A full day of meetings, presentations and food!
8:30 am
9:00 am
9:30 am
9:45 am
10:15 am
11:15 am
Noon
1:00 pm
2:00 pm
2:15 pm

3:15 pm
3:30 pm

A special research session will be available in the
Palatine Collection at the Columbus Metropolitan
Library, Main Branch, on Friday, April 21, 2017; the
day before the Seminar. Palatines to America
members will be available to assist you. Please
indicate on the registration form if you are planning
to attend this special research session.

R
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4:30 pm

Library Garage Opens
Registration and Morning
Refreshments
Welcome and Announcements –
Tom Gerke, OH President
National Membership Meeting –
Kent Robinson, President
“German Names: Their Origins,
Meanings, and Distribution” – Fritz
Juengling
OH Pal Am Membership Meeting
Buffet Lunch
“Historical Events that Affect
German Genealogical Research” –
Fritz Juengling
Break
“The Genealogical Value of German
Guild Records: How to Fill the Gaps
when Church Records are Missing”
– Fritz Juengling
Break
“Beyond the Obvious: Beyond
Practical and Social Concerns for
Emigration to America” – Fritz
Juengling
Adjourn & Ohio Chapter Board
Meeting

6:00 pm

Library Closes

To Register for the 2017 Spring Seminar, go to
the Registration Form on Page 59.

egistration opens Feb. 1 for the 2017 International Germanic Genealogy Conference, set for July 28-30 in
Minneapolis, Minn.
Early, discounted registration runs through March: $225 for individuals belonging to organizations that
are members of the International German Genealogy Partnership (formerly German-American Genealogical
Partnership), and $250 for all others. Regular registration begins April 1 at the standard rate, $299.
Register by completing and mailing a print form or by completing the online form available at the Partnership
website www.IGGPartner.org, set to go live in late January. Print forms can be downloaded from the website and are
also available through local genealogy societies that are members of the Partnership.

The Ohio Chapter Palatines to America German Genealogy
2017 Spring Seminar
“BEYOND THE OBVIOUS - GERMAN GENEALOGY”
Speaker: Dr. Fritz Juengling, Ph.D.
German Research Specialist
at the Family History Library, Salt Lake City, Utah
Sessions include:
Beyond the Obvious: Beyond Practical and Social Concerns for Emigration to America
Historical Events that Affect German Genealogical Research
The Genealogical Value of German Guild Records:
How to fill the Gaps When Church Records are Missing
German Names: Their Origins, Meanings, and Distribution

COLUMBUS METROPOLITAN LIBRARY
MAIN BRANCH – 96 S. GRANT AVENUE

SATURDAY, APRIL 22, 2017, 9:00 AM – 4:30 PM
Come early and do research in the Palatine Collection; assistance will be available on Friday
Fees include: syllabus, seminar sessions, and buffet lunch by Schmidt’s Sausage Haus
Register today! Pay online at the website: https://oh-palam.org/registernow.php
or: make check payable to Ohio Chapter – PalAm and mail with registration form to:
Joe Stamm, 3930 Lander Road, Chagrin Falls, OH 44022-1329. For questions: lindabelle@lcs.net

ADVANCED REGISTRATION DEADLINE – April 8, 2017
MEMBER: $45.00 EACH
NON-MEMBER: $55.00 EACH
After April 8, 2017, cost is $55.00 for Member s and $65.00 for Non-Members
NAME #1___________________________________________MEMBER?______________
NAME #2___________________________________________MEMBER?______________
Special dietary requests:
___________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP___________________________________________________________
PHONE:___________________________________EMAIL:__________________________
SURNAMES I AM RESEARCHING: PLEASE LIST FOUR SURNAMES FOR NAME#1:
__________________________________

___________________________________

__________________________________

____________________________________

SURNAMES I AM RESEARCHING: PLEASE LIST FOUR SURNAMES FOR NAME #2:
__________________________________

______________________________________

__________________________________

______________________________________

If you plan to research the Palatine Collection on Friday April 21, please check here [ ]
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