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serious imbalance between people and resources did not exist
everywhere in the Rhine lands at the same time, however, so the
intraregional and interregional effects evened out somewhat, despite
policies that restricted movement across territorial boundaries. Hard hit,
and therefore most apt to move away, were the “lower sort,” who owned some
property, but not enough to support their families or to make it through occasional
hard times without accumulating more debt.(48) In any place, this was the largest
group. The poorest people could not move because they were too destitute and
dependent on public assistance, and the well-off – usually a small proportion in any
locale – had little need to relocate, because they were secure in their station of life
and not as easily caught up in the vicious cycle of indebtedness and unemployment.
In such widespread but irregularly occurring circumstances of political and
economic uncertainty, it was not unusual for a substantial
portion of eighteenth-century Rhinelanders to leave their
birthplaces in pursuit of temporary as well as permanent
employment and settlement – even if the majority of citizens
and many residents stayed put. (49) Most of the migration that
did take place by young people and extended over large parts
of Europe. Servants walked in their seasonal search of masters,
ranging progressively farther from where they had grown up as
they became older and gained more experience.(50) Large
number of laborers went north regularly to work in Holland in
the summer months, where some signed on as sailors or
servants in the employ of the Dutch seaborne empire.(51)
Journeymen often wandered far in their mandated quest for experience – and for a
permanent position – in their crafts and trades. And soldiers were marched over
long distances whenever armies gathered or transferred troops. For those who
stayed behind, the departure of substantial numbers of villages meant that the
scarcity of resources was eased at least temporarily. Local land markets reacted
favorably to the redistribution of property that ensued when citizens who left
converted their real and mobile estate into cash – most of it to satisfy creditors and
pay taxes. (52) Yet this process often marked only the beginning of a new cycle of
precarious indebtedness for those who could consolidate their holdings in that

I

am tired of winter and looking forward to days of longer
daylight, warm breezes, and spending more time outdoors.
There are research trips and visits with distant relatives that
I put off until the weather improves. It is good to have
things to which one can look forward.

We are certainly looking forward to the 2018 Spring Seminar
which will be held Saturday, April 28th at the Der Dutchman
Restaurant in Plain City with presentations by internationallyknown and highly-regarded German genealogy researcher and
expert Dr. Roger Minert. Three book vendors and other
opportunities will be available. Between sessions Dr. Minert
hopes to speak with attendees individually about their “brick
walls.” I certainly hope you will plan to attend and bring friends.
The annual members meeting will also occur that day with
presentation of awards, approval of the budget, and election of
officers and trustees.
We are grateful to the members of the Ohio Chapter’s Publications Committee who are working
hard to prepare for the colorful digital Palatine Heritage newsletter which you will begin receiving
on your computer starting with the next issue. Those with no e-mail will continue to receive black
and white paper copies of the newsletter in the mail.
In 1886, my great grandparents with their three children, including my four-year-old future
grandfather, emigrated from the port of Bremerhaven to the port of Baltimore, and then on to Wood
County, OH by way of Toledo. For a long time Baltimore has been an important immigration port.
In 1706, the Maryland colonial legislature designated Locust Point in Baltimore as an official port of
entry. In 1821, the U.S. Customs Department began to record the number of international arrivals in
Baltimore, largely immigrants. In 1867, the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Co. and the North German
Lloyd Co. (based in Bremen, Germany) signed an agreement to send at least one immigrant ship per
month from Bremen to Baltimore. The B&O Railroad ran passenger trains directly to its Locust
Point pier in Baltimore, so when passengers cleared customs they would be able to board the train
for Cincinnati, Chicago, or St. Louis. Under this contract the first ship to arrive, “Baltimore,”
arrived in Baltimore on March 24, 1868, so, March 24, 2018 will be the 150th anniversary of that
arrival. The last immigration ship arrived in 1914, after which the port was closed for immigration
and the pier burned in 1917. Baltimore’s rank in European immigration follows the ports of New
York and Boston. About 15% of the 1.2 million people who came through the Baltimore port
permanently settled in Baltimore.
A new museum, The Baltimore Immigration Museum, recalls when Baltimore was a gateway to
America for Europeans. The museum opened in May of 2017. Perhaps you will visit the museum
soon or learn more about it on the internet.
Alles Gute!
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Thomas Gerke

NACHRICHTEN UND NOTIZEN
– A new book telling the story of the extraordinary German Palatine Settlement in County Wexford, Ireland, in
the early 18th century is now available. Written by historian and author Bernard Browne, the book uncovers the story of
the German Settlement in County Wexford in 1709 and the contribution of these remarkable people to the development
of the County Wexford. The Palatines, who were fleeing war and famine in southwest Germany, were initially settled on
the Ram Estate in Gorey and Old Ross, County Wexford and later spread throughout the country. The book is available in
most genealogy bookshops and online through Kenny’s Bookshop, Galway, Ireland – www.kennys.ie, or contact the
author at bernard.browne5@gmail.com.
Sacramento, CA will host the second International Conference of the International German
Genealogy Partnership (IGGP) at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in downtown Sacramento on June 15-17, 2019. More than
1,000 people are expected to attend the three-day conference focusing on the history and genealogy of those throughout
the world with German ancestry. Three days of German-centric presentations will be delivered in multiple tracks,
including Regional Focus, DNA/Technology, Advancing Your Research and, much more. The inaugural conference,
held in Minneapolis in July 2017, was a huge success with more than 700 attendees, including a large contingent of
Palatines to America members. Hotel reservations are now open. The conference is hosted by the Sacramento German
Genealogy Society supported by a consortium of Germanic Genealogy Societies across the Golden State. For more
details, visit https://iggpartner.org/cpage.php?pt=73 or https://sggs.us. .

– In case you missed its earlier introduction, a newly updated self-study course in German
Genealogy Research is now available through the OH-PalAm. Written by Arta Fruth Johnson, Kenneth Smith and Ernest
Thode, the spiral-bound series starts with Beginning Genealogy, moves through the Basics of German Genealogical
Research to a description of the People of the Palatines, the Origins, Development & Meaning of German Names, plus a
Guide to Spelling and Pronunciation of German Names. The final four books teach How to Read German Church
Records (Without Knowing much German), Migrations West and Backtracking East, and concludes with Germans into
and out of Ohio before 1850. Includes updated forms, relevant 21st century resources, along with new exercises to help
you learn the process of genealogy research. $15 each, or $100 for complete set of eight, plus shipping. Visit our website
www.oh-palam.org to order.
!” – A new order of t-shirts are now in stock from
the OH-PalAm, bringing attention to your Germanic roots whenever you
wear it. These yellow t-shirts allow the wearer to sew buttons on their
shirts to show where your ancestors lived before emigrating to America.
Show off your ancestors’ home village with this attention-getting shirt
and wear it to your next conference or seminar. Available in sizes
Medium through X-Large ($18) and 2X and 3X ($20), plus shipping, in
comfortable cotton. Now available at www.oh-palam.org and at the 2018
Spring Seminar on April 28th.

B

onnie Dee Dietz Baker, a 35-year member of the Ohio Chapter, Palatines to America, began her last
adventure on January 17, 2017, passing away in hospice care after suffering a stroke. Developing a keen
interest in her family’s roots, Bonnie got a degree in genealogy from Brigham Young University and was
able to trace her Dietz family heritage to Germany in the 1400s. She could recall family history off the top
of her head and spent many hours entertaining family members with that vast knowledge. Bonnie often said “I’ve
been studying these relatives for so long that when I get to heaven I’m going to have so many questions for them!”
She was laid to rest next to her beloved husband Hollis Baker in Spring Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati.
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H

esse is a state in the Federal Republic of Germany with just over six million
inhabitants. Its capital is Wiesbaden and its largest city is Frankfurt. Hesse is
located immediately northeast of the current Rhineland-Palatinate state border.
However, the cultural region of Hesse includes both the State of Hesse and the area
known as the Rhenish Hesse in the Rhineland-Palatinate.

The following two excerpts provide both a brief overview of the content of this book and a sample
of rural life in the Sixteenth Century. First, a paragraph from the Foreword written by Shirley
Riemer, author of “The German Research Companion.”
“The Social History of Hesse does indeed record the battles fought, the treaties signed, the revolutions fought
and squelched, and the heroes whose names are taught by rote to reluctant school children. In addition,
however, this book brings the “bit players” out onto the stage. Besides the rulers pronouncing from their
thrones, the military leaders advancing into new territories, and the politicians and churchmen vying for
power, we learn here about the sick and dying during epidemics, the economic miseries of the middle class,
the emptied villages following the Thirty Years War, and the overall class-consciousness that went
unquestioned by the populace.
“Had we been born in an earlier time, we might have found ourselves in these same circumstances. We
should thank Dan Heinemeier for taking us beyond the make-believe world where rulers pronounced, where
armies battled, and where the powerful played with laws of inheritance – yet where the make-believe tale tells
nothing, for example, of why cattle were moved from fields into stalls, why community bake houses became
prevalent, or what events led to ‘American Fever.’
“Thanks to this history, we can take a look into how people lived from day to day, how they dressed, what
festivities they treasured, and how they must have felt as economic circumstances periodically beat them
down. A good social history, which this book certainly is, has the power to give us our comeuppance when
we presume to make sense of our forebears’ motives and actions without having known what is was like to
walk in their shoes.”

The second excerpt is taken from page 110 in the section covering rural life in the Sixteenth
Century.
“Recreation in the sixteenth century typically occurred at fairs and festivals, many sponsored by the church,
such as All Saints, Christmas and Easter. May Day celebrations and harvest feasts marked the spring and fall.
Given any excuse, a considerable amount of drinking was the norm. Towns and villages celebrated the socalled Kirmes, a kind of annual founders’ day sometimes celebrated on the feast day of the patron saint of the
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local church. A throwback to pagan times, it was a day for riotous behavior, games, feasting, dancing and
drinking. Local village or town citizens attended, as did outsiders who knew what fun was to be had at the
Kirmes. Perhaps to control this kind of behavior the state authorities had to be contacted to obtain permission
for other village celebrations or even productions by wandering musicians.
“The upper classes also had their hunts or the occasional jousting tournaments, which were slowly but surely on
the wane. Marriage feasts were always as sumptuous as the participants’ families could afford, and also a time
for loud partying. Solemnity in the ceremony and the relative luxury in the provision of food and drink
characterized these celebrations, whether the participants were rich or poor. As described earlier, sumptuary
laws by the landgrave were enacted to set limits on the ostentation and waste attendant to the more opulent
weddings. Still cruder entertainments such as bull- and bear-baiting, cockfighting, and gambling were known,
and outdoor dancing was very popular, especially since Luther tended to encourage it as a harmless pastime.
“Finding a mate was a socially involved and obviously momentous task for both parties. It would never do for
a man of the Hufner class to consider a mere Koter girl for marriage, no matter how friendly their families
might be. Engagement once announced and formally witnessed had tremendous force and effect, about as
strong as the marriage itself. Families in this time were often large, for mortality was high. Eight to ten
children per couple were normal, with fifteen not uncommon. Bastards resulting from pre-marital affairs were
also common, often taken in later by the father when he married. Children would often be named for their
godparents, who would in turn assume a key role for their spiritual upbringing as well as providing for them in
times of calamity. The illegitimate might have groups of godparents taking responsibility for them in the
absence of the strong two-parent tie so necessary in the village setting. This was also a time when family
names began to come into common use.”

O

K, you get it by now. Real change of any kind is something we genealogists struggle with because
apparently, resistance to change is part of our DNA; hence, the “tried and true” battle cry of
genealogists, “We have never done it that way!”

We will be sending out the Spring 2018 issue of Palatine Heritage via email. Believe it or not, effective with
the Spring issue, we are going to let modern technology start working for all of us. We are projecting that we
will save over $2,000 per year. That, my friends, is no small amount for our Ohio Chapter of Palatines to
America and is significant funds that can be better spent in pursuing our Germany genealogy educational
mission. We will also be able to provide FULL COLOR pictures. Will there be glitches? Yes, there probably
will be some. For example, we will need to constantly update your email addresses when you move, change
jobs, or just change email providers. If you send them in, we will update your file so that you will continue to
get the quarterly Palatine Heritage on time.
I realize that we have never done it this way before. I realize that change is not in our DNA. However, in the
words of Charles Darwin, “We either adapt or we die.” There are just too many good things happening in our
Society for us to allow that to happen. So, let’s all take pride in knowing that we are all doing our part in
helping our Palatines to America German Genealogical Society, and in saving trees, by embracing this
change to a digital newsletter.
For an extra, annual printing and mailing fee we will continue to make a small number of black-and-white,
print, paper copies of the newsletter available for the very limited number of members who do not have access
to a computer or email.
Thank you!
Joe Stamm
Publications Committee
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fashion, because they continued to be threatened by an unstable economy, high taxes, many
obligations, and an uncertain future.
As a result, trickles, rivulets, and streams of migrants developed, made up of young men evading
the draft, farmers and artisans determined to escape near certain poverty and dependency, religious
minorities who had resolved to flee unbearable intolerance, youths and adults forced to seek their
fortunes elsewhere, and others who were either willing or pressed to move for want of work and a
home.(53) Out of these disparate springs of dissatisfaction, however, there arose a major flow of outmigration that did much to people in both North America and Eastern Europe.
Given these many reasons for moving out of the Rhine lands, and the long-established practice of
migrating among Rhinelanders, the actual decision to move on was made most often in response to
particular opportunities that opened up elsewhere.(54) In addition, interests of kin and friends,
masters and employers, creditors and debtors, neighbors and co-religionists commonly defined
deliberations about relocation, and often determined whether people actually left, and if so when they
left, under what circumstances, and for what destinations.(55) Planning was essential in this process,
and the choice of destination was paramount. Potential emigrants had some choice when relocating to
foreign lands, because the Rhine lands were fertile ground for promoters of many schemes and
settlement projects that were searching for laborers and settlers.
The Rhine lands welcomed recruitment of emigrants, because such relocation endeavors often fit
the interest of the territorial lords. Large-scale, government-sponsored, and government-supported
settlement projects attracted the greatest number of migrants, and their operations served as models
for other, smaller, public and private recruitment efforts. Under the best of circumstances, the
cooperation between governments that source settlers and those that used such offers to set or realize
their own population policies served both parties well. More often, however, the complexities of
organizing emigration, even in regions with high levels of potential recruits, resulted in less-than-ideal
conditions and repeatedly set the concerns of local and foreign lords at odds.
Ideally, a well-planned and well-executed campaign to attract emigrants included the following
components, collectively, each building on the others: Effective advertising, which was essential to
publicize the scheme and let people know what types of emigrants would be accepted as colonists or
laborers. Pamphlets, newspaper articles, and handbills that detailed opportunities in remote lands, as
well as printed transportation contracts that doubled as promotion and subscription lists (most alluring
when embellished with fancy seals and titles) were standard.(56) Support from territorial lords to
solicit emigrants among their subjects secured cooperation from local authorities and eliminated
competitors.(57) An efficient network of agents was imperative for recruiting and arranging
transportation.(58) Persuading well-known and respected citizens, especially ministers, to become
emigrants provided critical endorsement.(59) Good reports about the transport and conditions in the
new situation from the initial group were necessary to win over relatives, friends, and neighbors to
follow in the steps of the pioneers. All serious recruitment efforts that counted on large numbers of
settlers over an extended time had a vital interest in creating this self-generating effect among the
settlers who were the vanguard. When such efforts failed, further recruitment was called into serious
question unless it could shift to groups of people or territories that were not affected by negative
reports from trailblazers. (60)
In practice, competing interests, incompetence, impatience, and
greed hampered even well-conceived and well-organized recruiting
efforts. (61) The more complicated the operations, the more room
there was for mismanagement, self-interest, and fraud. Unscrupulous
agents undermined efforts on behalf of reputable ventures, created
widespread suspicion, and encouraged the imposition of harsh
measures against emigrant recruiters. Temporarily, however, such
deceptive practices served well enough to impress and confuse
uninformed and uneducated prospective recruits. They also satisfied
many local officials who did not mind profiting from questionable
6
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recruiting activities in exchange for leniency concerning rules and regulations governing emigration
procedures, or by condoning actions that ran counter to the interests of the emigrants. (62)
In addition, many private and public promoters, developers, and speculators found it difficult to
tap the volatile migration potential of the Rhine lands effectively; because their projects vied
simultaneously for settlers from the same pool of prospective emigrants without being truly
competitive. More important, only some of the promoters were able to come up with the substantial
capital that was necessary – often in cash – to launch a project that would pay off only in the long run.
The Austrian, Prussian and Russian governments put much of their own funds toward their respective
colonizing efforts, but the results seemed to justify the investment. They succeeded mainly by offering
colonists land at no cost or on very reasonable terms, by granting tax exemptions, and in some cases
by assuming or contributing to the migrants’ transportation costs. Others offering comparable terms,
often fell short in delivering what they had promised. This prevented even well-conceived projects
from being realized at all, or at least from becoming profitable.
Samuel Waldo’s scheme for settling one thousand families in
Massachusetts Bay is an especially interesting example. In 1757, after
considerable experience – and frustration – with soliciting colonists in
previous years, Waldo approached the count of Neuwied with a settlement
plan that not only included a detailed budget of projected expenses but also
contained an ingenious way to distribute much of the start-up and operating
costs to the project among the emigrants. He suggested to his prospective
investment partner that the importation of settlers be staggered and that the
pioneering group should be financed well. He made the point that positive
reports from the pioneers would be critical in stimulating additional
Samuel Waldo
emigration among kin and friends – a lesson Waldo had learned from earlier
failure. According to this plan, the transportation and settlement of the second group of emigrants
could then be paid for with funds the investors
received from debt payments to the pioneering
settlers. All subsequent groups of colonists were
to be placed in this fashion too, essentially
The following new Chapter members joined
recycling the initial start-up costs and thereby
between November, 2017 and January, 2018.
keeping the promoters’ expenses fixed. Waldo
also suggested that the count bind all underage
emigrants as servants to himself, so that he
TIMOTHY BODE – NEW PORT RITCHEY, FL
could use them as servants or apprentices in any
business or sell their indentures to people who KAREN FIEDLER – JOHNSTOWN, OH
needed labor (and presumably could afford to
ROBERT FRENCH – LEXINGTON, KY
pay for it). The latter option would give him a
quick return on the monies advanced on behalf MIKE GRAETZ – STILLWATER, MN
of those youths. Although Waldo’s elaborate
KIM HAMACHER – ARLINGTON, WA
and clever investment proposition was never
GRETCHEN KLEBAHN – MELBOURNE, KY
implemented, it survives as a contemporary
reflection of the dynamics that were in fact
ROBERT LAMLEIN – TOLEDO, OH
successfully at work generating lasting
NANCY MONDORF – N. VENICE, FL
immigration to Pennsylvania. (63)
Like Waldo, many other speculators short of KATHLEEN NOVICKI – MASON, OH
capital and settlers approached the territorial
MICHAEL WISE – SUNBURY, OH
authorities in the Rhine lands with projects for
granting them support in soliciting emigrants
from among local subjects. In their appeals to
The roster of the Ohio Chapter, Palatines to
the various governments along the Rhine, the
America is now 365.
promoters of foreign settlements counted on the
desire of the lords to control the population of
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their lands. Seizing such opportunities for getting rid of undesirable residents made the territorial lords
active, if mostly silent, partners in those schemes. Such partnerships, however, were usually shortlived; they often turned sour when the promoted colonies attracted too many emigrants or citizens who
were valued for their contributions to their Rhineland home territory.
The decrees that many territories issued concerning emigration reveal that their highly selective
population control policies were fiscally motivated. (64) The policies and related regulations were
usually couched in the language of paternalistic concern, but they were designed above all to
discourage or prohibit propertied subjects who were of value to the community from emigrating.
Consequently, many territories likened illegal emigration to desertion. (65) Poor emigrants, however,
were rarely hindered from leaving, and some governments even provided active encouragement and
travel money to facilitate their departure. (66)
When loss of emigrants – or, more precisely, loss of their wealth and earnings potential – became a
major concern, official steps to limit the number of residents leaving involved increasingly restrictive
measures to prevent the exportation of personal property. (67) By 1763, every detail concerning
emigration was regulated. Those who emigrated without dismissoralis would lose their property as
punishment; those who received permission to move had to leave for good, taking their entire family,
so that unruly children did not become a burden to the country. Regulations concerning the sale of
property and the process of dismission required a list of the property to be sold, including mortgages
and the name of the prospective buyer, which were to be handed to the appropriate official for
inspection. The inspector, the emigrant, and the buyer then came to an agreement on a price, which the
latter had to pay, mostly in cash. Only then could the dismissoralis be granted – if it was considered
not harmful to the country. In any case that circumvented these regulations, the property would be
confiscated and the noncompliant buyer would be forced to emigrate too. Court officials had to verify
with the local officials that the prospective emigrant’s wealth had been estimated correctly. Other
creditors had two months in which to stake their claim, and the buyer had to wait – under threat of
punishment – until then and had to obtain permission for the relevant official before the emigrant
could receive the agreed-on payment. The dismissoralis decree was amended to allow an arbitrary
removal tax to be set in each case.(68) Territorial lords imposed other measures to enforce any decreed
prohibition or emigration. The loss of citizenship or right to reside in the land was a standard final
consequence of most emigration procedures everywhere in the Rhine lands. Emigrants who had been
denied passports could travel only illegally and could therefore be denied passage.(69) Ironically,
however, the intense efforts to control migration ensured awareness about settlement opportunities in
distant lands and made those opportunities even more attractive.

TO BE CONCLUDED IN THE SPRING 2018 ISSUE

L

ook for the “new design” and delivery method for your quarterly
issue of Palatine Heritage this spring.

The new design is unveiled with this issue, but only in black-andwhite. A color version will follow with the Spring 2018 issue and
will be distributed exclusively via the OH-PalAm website. Later this spring
you will receive an email which will provide instructions on how you can
download your own digital copy of the Palatine Heritage.
For those who do not own a computer nor have an email account, a black-andwhite version of the newsletter will be mailed to you just a bit later than the
digital release date.
Should you wish to continue to receive a hardcopy version, an additional cost
will be levied in 2019 as part of your annual membership dues statement.
The Publications Committee appreciates your patience, as we make this
transition to the digital age.
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I

t has been said that during the height of the Erie Canal era (1830-1865) more immigrants
passed through Buffalo’s Erie Canal district than ever passed through Ellis Island. How
fitting that the 2018 PalAm National Conference is being held in that historic canal district at
the Adams Mark Hotel and Events Center.

With a great lineup of pre-conference activities and conference sessions featuring nationally-known
speakers such as John Philip Coletta and Baerbel K. Johnson, the three-day conference will cover a
wide variety of topics including:
•
•
•
•

The Germanic French: Researching Alsatian and Lorrainian Families
Westward to New York and Beyond
U.S. Sources for Discovering an Ancestor’s Native
Town in Europe
“German Buffalo”: Surname Changes Associated
with the 1880s West Prussian Immigration

Visit www.palam.org for more detailed bios of the
speakers and details regarding a pre-conference field trip
to the Buffalo & Erie County Library Genealogy Room.
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A

fter years of war, French occupation, catastrophic weather, poverty
and hunger in Switzerland, two private European benevolent
settlement societies merged in Bern in 1819. In spite of leadership
disputes, thousands of descendants in southwestern Ohio prove that
they left their mark in at least three counties – Athens, Monroe and

Belmont.
The Rhineland-Swiss joint emigration commission had four commissioners
who accompanied the Swiss colonists who departed Antwerp, then the United
Netherlands, for America in 1819 aboard two ships – the French military brig
Eugenie and the ship Columbia, arriving in New York City, Perth Amboy, NJ and Philadelphia.
Jakob Tuscher/Jacob Tisher’s party, intending to homestead at Point Pleasant, VA (now
WV), traveled via Easton, Bethlehem, Reading, Bedford, Somerset and Washington, PA,
and Wheeling, but could not go beyond Captina Creek, 20 miles south of Wheeling, on
account of record low water levels on the Ohio River. They bought nearby government
land in the Seven Ranges for $2/acre, settling in Monroe and Belmont Counties.
Tisher became a pioneer of the German Methodist Church in America. He founded
Methodist churches in southeastern Ohio near his settlement area, co-founded churches in
Marietta and Bonn in Washington County. Upon his death in 1860 at the age of 84, he left
117 descendants. Barbara Thode, Ernie Thode’s beloved wife of 49 years, is Jacob Tisher’s fourth greatgranddaughter.
Jacob Tisher

Meanwhile, Baron Rudolph von Steiger/de Steiguer, of a leading Swiss noble family, traveled
overland from Philadelphia through central Pennsylvania to Pittsburgh where his group of settlers
purchased a flatboat. Unable to navigate beyond Mile Run, just downstream from Marietta, he bought
3,840 acres of rugged Ohio Company land in Athens County through the agency of Marietta’s pioneer
Putnam family.
The Baron hoped to form a new Swiss colony in America under his leadership. His entourage
included his beloved Magdalena’s extended family. As one who had married “below his station,” now
divorced, and thus forbidden to marry by Bernese law, he wanted to start a new life with his family in
America.
Summary drawn from Ernest Thode’s presentation at the October 21, 2017, OH-PalAm seminar at
Columbus Metropolitan Library; and is based on his book Swiss Pioneers of Southeastern Ohio: The ReDiscovered 1819 Settlements of Jacob Tisher, Baron Rudolph de Steiguer, and Ludwig Gall (plus John
Joseph Labarthe in Louisiana).

D

o you have genealogical resources that you no longer use or need? Maybe, like one member,
you bought a county cemetery book that did not include the cemetery where your ancestors
were buried. Perhaps you purchased a county history on CD, noted what was informative, and
then filed it away, never to be looked at again. Many of us have genealogical items that are
gathering dust on a shelf because we have gleaned all we can from them and they are no longer useful to us.
A Used Genealogical Resource Sale to benefit Ohio Chapter will be held during the 2018 Spring
Seminar. Attendees are being asked to bring used items (books, CDs, etc.) and donate them to the sale. A
form will be provided for the donor to suggest a selling price for the item. Donors will place their items on
the sale table at the beginning of the day, so participants can purchase items throughout the day. Donors
whose items were sold may request a receipt acknowledging the donation. Donors whose items did not sell
by the end of the day can opt to take the item back or donate it to the Chapter for a future sale.
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Won’t it feel good to know that you are recycling something of use to someone else and helping the
Ohio Chapter at the same time? Sort through your resources as the snow flies this winter and find an item
to bring on April 28.

James M. Beidler
Writes a regular magazine
column for German Life as
well as a weekly newspaper
column called “Roots &
Branches,” available in a
published book by the same
name. A popular speaker and
lecturer at numerous
genealogy conferences, he
edits the Mid-Atlantic
Germanic Society’s newsletter
Der Kurier and has served as
an officer of the Pennsylvania
Chapter, Palatines to America.

T

he first families from the Palatinate area landed in
Germantown, Pennsylvania in 1683. A trickling of
immigration continued through the rest of the 1600s
and the early years of the 1700s before mass migration
to America began.
During the winter of 1708-09, Europe experienced one of the
worst winters in history in more than a century. The intense cold
started in October and continue to the end of April, destroying
grape vines and fruit trees in southwest Germany. The disaster
was total and the future without hope. Contemporary accounts
claimed “birds died in the air and spittle leaving the mouth was
ice before it reached the ground.”

In the Palatinate, meanwhile, thousands of people were spurred to
make their way up the Rhine River to the Netherlands where they
boarded ships for England, then were sent off to New York in 1710 as colonists. Some stayed
in New York while others migrated in the 1720s to the Tulpehocken Creek area of
Pennsylvania, a tributary of the Schuylkill River, running through today’s Berks and Lebanon
Counties. Named after the Lenape Indian word Tulpewikaki, meaning “land of turtles,” the
creek’s valley, like many in those days of dependence upon water power with a poor
transportation infrastructure system, was used for extensive milling operations.
Immigration began to taper off towards the end of the 18th century because of the
industrialization of Germany. By 1818, one bad harvest followed another, the Napoleonic
Wars had taken their toll and religious disputes led to disruptions of life. This second wave
was from Bayern and Württemberg, and later from Hessen, Thüringen, and Westpreussen. By
1840, all Germanic areas were contributing to the mass migration, although the Palatinate was
still the highest, in part because of family connections already established.
Research indicates that most of these early Palatinate immigrants travelled in groups,
commonly with other families from the same
villages on the same ship bound for America.
Even when they did not travel with others
from the same village, they were often
responding to a friend or family member who
has already settled in America, the majority in
Pennsylvania. Stories of abundant land and
other opportunities flourished.
While not all 18th century German emigrants
came from the Palatinate, the majority left a
firm stamp on the cultural group variously
known as the “Pennsilfaanisch Deitsch,”
“Pennsylvania Dutch” or simply
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“Pennsylvania German.” Crafts and folk art were common. The so-called Pfaelzisch dialect of
German spoken in the Palatinate influenced the dialect still spoken today by the Amish,
Mennonites and other descendants of these early settlers.
A great source for documenting the Palatine emigrants of all centuries is the emigrant card file
kept in the city of Kaiserslautern by the Institut für Pfälzische Geschichte und Volkskunde. This
card file is now accessible at the Pennsylvania German Cultural Heritage Center at Kutztown
University in Kutztown, PA. Books by Annette Burgert, Werner Hacker, Henry “Hank” Jones,
Ralph Strassburger and William Hinkle, and Don Yoder are among the best sources of additional
information.
Another helpful group of records is the church register books, some of which begin in the era of
the Thirty Years War (1618-1648), but many of these registers were destroyed during the French
invasion of the 1680s. The existing records only begin around 1700. Many surviving church
records from the Palatinate have been digitized and are at the Family History Center in Utah, or
available online.

(48) Vierhaus distinguishes three groups of peasants: large farmers who had income beyond their cost of living; those
who did not always have enough; and peasants who were forced into a secondary occupation (German, 46). For high
levels of indebtedness and the tax burden in Baden, see Häberlein, Von Oberrhein zum Susquehanna, 46-54.
(49) In areas of the canton of Zurich, for example, half the men left their place of origin to look for work and residence
elsewhere. Blocher, Eigenart der Zürcher Auswanderer, 80.
(50) For a brief summary of the literature on servants in Germany, see Marianne Wokeck, “Servant Migration.” The
best account of servitude in England is Ann Kussmaul, Servants in Husbandry.
(51) Jan Lucassen, “The Netherlands, the Dutch, and Long-Distance Migration,” 161-65, 172-73, 182; see Johann Carl
Büttner, Büttner, der Amerikaner and Narrative of Johann Carl Büttner.
(52) Häberlein details this important development for Baden (Vom Oberrhein zum Susquehanna, 61-63).
(53) The loss of a parent who had provided economic support seems to have been a powerful inducement to migrate.
See Horn, “Servant Emigration,” 83-84, for seventeenth-century England and Blocher, Eigenart due Zürcher
Auswanderer, 121-26, for eighteenth-century Switzerland. Examples of the emigration of religious minorities are
especially numerous and well documented. See Durnbaugh, “Radical Pietist Involvement”; Brecht, “Schwenkfelder
Families”; and Fogleman, Hopeful Journeys, chap. 4.
(54) In discussing the literature on the causes of German emigration, Fogleman concluded that the structural and acute
circumstances of adversity in the Rhine lands were not what caused people to move. They emigrated, instead, in
response to the promotion of settlement projects (“Hopeful Journeys” [diss.], 84-91. However, Fogleman does not
consider the general literature on migration, which has found that, with the exception of unusual crisis migrations (such
as the Irish exodus because of the potato famine), long-distance flows are most likely to develop when there is already
a strong tradition of moving in reaction to difficult circumstances and when a concrete offer for improving one’s lot
elsewhere comes along in conjunction with one or more immediate reasons for emigration. That model, not
Fogleman’s, best fits the situation in the Rhine lands in the eighteenth century (see the Introduction).
(55) Häberlein demonstrates such a “collective” decision to emigrate for Baden (Vom Oberrhein zum Susquehanna,
77). For a more general summary of migration patterns, see Leslie Moch, Moving Europeans.
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(56) Examples of recruiting efforts for New England and Nova Scotia show that titles and other symbols of authority
carried weight with German citizens who were considered emigrating. See Ratterman, “Geschichte des deutschen
Elements,” 15:349, 357; Stumpp, Emigration from Germany to Russia, 15-19.
(57) For example, the Council of Bern actively backed the ventures of Georg Ritter and Christoph von Graffenried and
therefore had no interest in allowing Jean Pierre Purry to solicit Bernese emigrants for his endeavor. See Leo Schelbert
and Hedwig Rappolt, Alles ist ganz anders bier, 425, n. 20; and Schelbert, “Swiss Emigration to America,” 156. In an
effort to eliminate competition Ehrenfried Luther, advocate for the New England settlement projects, succeeding in
obtaining official decrees restricting “free agents” from soliciting in a number of territories. See “Geschichte des
deutschen Elements,” 14:430-32, 16:13.
(58) Luther, who came up with a recruitment campaign for the New England settlement project, recognized the need for
reputable, locally known agents but failed to see the importance of winning respectable and relatively well-to-do local
individuals as emigrants. See Rattermann, “Geschichte des deutschen Elements,” 14:430-32, 16:13.
(59) The critical role of religious leaders in spearheading pioneering settlement efforts is evident in the examples of
Kocherthal leading a band of Palatines to New York in 1708 and of Purry winning the support of clergyman
Bartholomus Zuberbühler for his South Carolina venture in the early 1730s, not to mention the Pietist and Separatist
groups who relocated under the guidance of their respective leaders. For later examples in the nineteenth-century
migration from Sweden, see Sten Carlsson, “Chronology and Composition of Swedish Emigration,” 116-20.
(60) Recruiting efforts for Samuel Waldo’s patent in Maine failed in part because letters from emigrants to relatives and
former neighbors in the homeland told how difficult both the journey and the land, climate, and farming conditions
were. See Rattermann, “Geschichte des deutschen Elements,” 16:72-76.
(61) On the extensive advertising war between Captain Heerbrand, the recruiting agent for a group of four English
merchants in Rotterdam, and Joseph Crell (Crellius), agent for the New England settlement projects backed by Luther,
and Gottlieb Tobias Köhler, agent from John Dick who was commissioned by the Board of Trade, see Rattermann,
“Geschichte des deutschen Elements,” 14:464-68, 15:174-82, 16:12-13.
(62) On the cooperation between recruiting agents and local officials, see Rattermann, “Geschichte des deutschen
Elements,” 15:352. However, the report in Pennsylvania Berichte (16 October 1753) tells of harsh, official treatment in
reaction to the misconduct of newlanders.
(63) Fürstlich Weidsches Archiv, Neuwied, Schrank VI: 5:2; 30:3: 1, fols. 34, 69-77 (1757), LC/MD, FCP: Germany.
Waldo’s earlier attempts to attract settlers are detailed in Rattermann, “Geschichte des deutschen Elements”; see also
Schoff, “Descendants,” 12-30.
(64) The following incomplete list provides a typical cross section of government reaction to legal and illegal
emigration: decrees forbidding Nassau Dillenburg residents to leave (18 May 1709; 28 February and 12 April 1764; 3
June 1766; 26 June 1773), Hoffman, “’Palatine’ Emigrants to America,” 42, Gerber, Nassau-Dillenberg Auswanderung,
7-8, 30-33, 37; decrees against emigration in W urttemberg (16 January 1700; 25 June 1709; 8 September 1717; 28
February 1750; 18 January 1753; 27 January 1764; 25 March 1766), Karl Arndt, Rapp’s Separatists, 5, 11 14-16, 25-42,
49-50, 59-60, 60-61; decrees against emigration from the Palatinate (21 June 1752; 3 March and 29 May, and 20
November 1765), Häberle, Auswanderung und Koloniegründungen der Pfältzer, 5-6; decrees hinder or prohibiting
emigration from Wertheim (1752-54), Yoder, Pennsylvania German Immigrants, 184-89; and, in Faust’s Guide to the
Materials for American History, 3, 15-17, 23, 47-48, 58-59, 109, 112, 129, decrees against emigration from Zurich (3
November 1737; 29 January 1735; 3 February 1736; 13 May 1739; 4 February 1741; 18 March 1744; 10 December
1767; 29 November 1770); decrees prohibiting emigration from Bern (1720, 1735, 1736, 1738, 1742, 1749, 1753, 1754,
1771, 1773; attempts to control emigration from Basel (30 April 1735; 13 August 1749; 1750; 25 March 1771; 30
January 1773). See also Faust, “Documents in Swiss Archives,” 128-31; decrees to prevent emigration from Lucerne
(1767, 1770-71), Wicki, Bevölkerung des Kantons Luzern, 29; and decree of the “Chur-Rheinische Crayss” (2 April
1766; imperial decree against emigration, 7 July 1768), Stumpp, Emigration from Germany to Russia, 29-31.
(65) Gerhard Kaller. “Archivalien zur Auswanderungsgeschichte der Pfälzer,” 3.
(66) Among the many examples are Nassau-Dillenburg (Gerber, Nassau-Dillenburger Auswanderung, 8, 16-18) and
Bern (Faust, Guide to the Materials for American History, 3, 40-44; see also LC/MD, FCP; Switzerland; and Schelbert,
“Swiss Emigration to America,” 156); Basel (Albert Faust and Gaius Brumbaugh, eds., Lists of Swiss Emigrants, 95,
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113); Zurich (Blocher, Eigenart der Zürcher Auswanderer, 13); and Clausthal (Andreas Brinck, Deutsche
Auswanderungswelle, 150).
(67) For example, Wurttemberg regulated the sale of emigrant property (Arndt, Rapp’s Separatists, 5, 14. 60); Nassau
-Dillenberg raised the removal tax (Häberle, Auswanderung und Koloniegründungen, 92): and Basel stopped the
exportation of inheritances (Faust, “Documents in Swiss Archives,” 130-31).
(68) Gerber, Nassau-Dillenburger Auswanderung, 16-18, 30-32. This procedure was typical for many territories, with
some local variations. A detailed and complete record is Höchst, Bestand IX, 5, Amt Höchst 11/12, Title no. 3 (192384). Others are, Kurpfalz, no. 35/I (1685-1779), 14-16, 19, 20-22, LC/MD, FCP: Germany; and Faust, “Documents in
Swiss Archives,” 128-30.
(69) Faust, Guide to the Materials for American History, 32-34, 46, 112.

9:00am –
9:15am –

Registration and Morning Refreshments
Welcome and Housekeeping – President Tom Gerke

9:30am –
The major events from the time of Martin Luther to the early 20th Century

11:00am –
How and why it started and who was registered.

12:15pm –
12:45pm –

Buffet Lunch
ANNUAL OHIO CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP MEETING AND ELECTION

1:15pm –
Demystifying the German census records.

2:30pm –
3:30pm –

How to get assistance from churches, civil registrants, and others.
ADJOURN

SEMINAR WILL BE HELD AT DER DUTCHMAN RESTAURANT, 445 JEFFERSON
AVE, U.S. RTE. 42, PLAIN CITY, OHIO 43064
Fees include syllabus, seminar sessions, vendor showcase, Der Dutchman pastries, coffee and
juice for breakfast and full Buffet lunch including Broasted Chicken and Roast Beef,
Mashed Potatoes, Noodles, Stuffing, Vegetables, Salad, Rolls, and Dessert
Register today! Use Pay Pal online at the website: https://oh-palam.org/registernow.php
Or, make check payable to Ohio Chapter – PalAm and mail with registration form to:
Joe Stamm, 3930 Lander Road, Chagrin Falls, OH 44022-1329
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Roger P. Minert received his doctoral degree from The Ohio State University
in German language history and second language acquisition theory. He
taught German language and history for ten years, and then became a
professional family history researcher. Accredited by the Family History
Library for research in Germany and Austria, he worked for twelve years as a
private genealogical researcher. In August 2003, he became a professor of
family history at Brigham Young University. The author of 155 publications,
he just finished a book under the title German Census Records 1816-1916. He
has directed the research program German Immigrants in American Church
Records for fourteen years; the series now consists of 21 volumes.

“While compiling my recent book German Census Records 1816-1916, I told myself that the census project
would be my last new idea. I would then concentrate on German Immigrants in American Church Records until
they carried me out feet first. But then I came across a marvelous document I had procured in Würzburg, Bavaria
years ago: the residential registration record created in 1889 for a family of four. It provided birth dates and
places for all four, where they had resided before arriving in Würzburg, and the fact that they moved in 1899 to
Landau, Pfalz, Bavaria. I reflected on the fact that I have gone to the Einwohnermeldeamt (office of residential
registration) to sign in (anmelden) and out (abmelden) twelve times in cities in Germany and Austria. I began to
wonder just how long such excellent genealogical documents had been compiled, where, for whom, and with
what detail. Where could surviving, documents be found? And so it was that I began yet another book, to be titled
“Residential Registration in Germany 1800-1914.” With my book now nearly one-half finished, it will be my
pleasure to share the results with the Ohio Chapter of Palatines to America.”

ADVANCED REGISTRATION DEADLINE – April 13, 2018
MEMBER: $45.00 EACH
NON-MEMBER: $55.00 EACH
After April 13, 2018, cost is $55.00 for Members and $65.00 for Non-Members

NAME #1_________________________________________MEMBER?______________
NAME #2___________________________________________MEMBER?______________
Special dietary requests:
___________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP___________________________________________________________
PHONE:___________________________________EMAIL:__________________________
SURNAMES I AM RESEARCHING: PLEASE LIST FOUR SURNAMES FOR NAME#1:
__________________________________
___________________________________
__________________________________
____________________________________
SURNAMES I AM RESEARCHING: PLEASE LIST FOUR SURNAMES FOR NAME #2:
__________________________________
______________________________________
__________________________________
______________________________________
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April 23 German Genealogical Research Series with Nancy Ottman, hosted by Defiance County
Genealogical Society at St. John’s United Church of Christ, Defiance, OH †
April 28 Spring Seminar with Roger P. Minert, Ph.D., AG at Der Dutchman Restaurant, 445 S.
Jefferson Ave., Plain City, OH
May 5 Spring Conference of PA Chapter, Palatines to America at Kutztown University,
Kutztown, PA Library, 3100 Emerson Ave., Parkersburg, WV††
May 26 PalAm Resource Center Tour, Slide Show & Hands on Research with Stuart Herlan at
PalAm Resource Center, 4601 N. High St., , OH†
June 13-16 National Conference of Palatines to America – “Willkommen to Buffalo – Gateway to
a New Heimat!” at Adam’s Mark Hotel, Buffalo, NY
September 9-16 PalAm Family History Library Research Trip to Salt Lake City, UT†
October Fall Seminar with Dr. Wolfgang Grams at Der Dutchman Restaurant, 445 S. Jefferson
Ave., Plain City, OH
† Registration or further information can be found on the PalAm.org website.
†† Register on the PalAm.org website and going to the PA chapter section.

June 15-17 International German Genealogy Partnership Conference at Hyatt Regency Hotel,
Sacramento, CA

