Volume 41

A Chat with Russ ..... 41
President’s Message 42
Strike it Rich ............ 45
Outline of History .... 46
Our Daily Bread ...... 48
Registration .............. 50
Census Records ........ 51
Spring Seminar ........ 55
Fall Seminar ............. 56
Window in Time ...... 58

1.To further interest and
study of German
speaking immigration in
Ohio.
2.Encourage members to
further research family
histories in Ohio.
3.Promote information
about life, times and
social life of German
speaking emigrants and
descendants.

ISSN 0896-8721

T

Summer 2018

his is the first of a new series of
interviews with Russ Pollitt,
Genealogy Subject Specialist for
the Columbus Metropolitan
Library (CML). The purpose of these
interviews is to acquaint the membership
of the Ohio Chapter, Palatines to America
with the resources and capabilities of
CML that can assist us in our German
genealogical research.
I have been a member of Palatines to
America for a little over a year. My
genealogical research to date has
consisted mostly of gleaning information
from Ancestry.com and visiting some courthouses, churches and cemeteries.
While I live in Columbus and have intended to visit the CML for over a year, I
have shied away from doing so because – frankly – I felt overwhelmed. I
didn’t know where to start and was a little embarrassed by my lack of
knowledge about what to expect.
I set up a two-hour interview with Russ late this spring. After being
warmly welcomed and treated to an in-depth tour and discussion that lasted
almost three hours, I am now eager to get started. I am no longer intimidated.
The purpose of this article is to provide a general overview about what to
expect and what you can hope to achieve when you go to the CML. I hope that
after reviewing this article readers who have similar feelings as I have will feel
a little more comfortable confronting this vast collection of resources.
Subsequent articles will focus on specific topics.
Remember, as Russ says, “Don’t be intimidated. The purpose of the
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t is summertime and the weather in Ohio has been quite
pleasant. That is not the case in northern Germany. The
weather there has been extremely hot and dry. The
temperature in Berlin yesterday was 102° F. Since April
there has been minimal rain. Farmers are expecting crop yields
of 50 to 70% less than normal.
It was my pleasure to attend the National Pal Am
Conference in Buffalo in June. It was an excellent conference.
Thank you to Linda Schmieder and her team for their work.
During the annual membership meeting former Ohio Chapter
president Roberta Newcomer was elected National Pal Am
president. We extend to her our congratulations and our
support. We thank Kent Robinson for his very able leadership
as national president during these past two years.
The Ohio Chapter Executive Committee met July 28th
in Columbus, allowing for important discussions and decisions.
The Ohio Chapter board voted to invite National Pal Am to
have the Ohio Chapter host the National Pal Am Conference in
June 2020, and to hold that event in Cincinnati. Linda Dietrich
provided the board with information assisting the board’s decision-making and initial planning.
Several key committee chairs have been assigned. Roberta Newcomer and Linda Dietrich will work
together to oversee the planning.
During the board meeting, I appointed, and the board approved, the chapter’s Finance
Subcommittee consisting of Linda Dietrich (chair), Joe Stamm (ex officio), and Gary Martzolf. We
extend a thank-you to Ginny Poland for her years of service as Finance Subcommittee member.
We are pleased to learn about developments with the International German Genealogy
Partnership and plans for the IGGP conference in Sacramento in June 2019. More info can be found
elsewhere in this newsletter.
We are looking forward to our upcoming 2018 Fall Seminar on Saturday, October 27th at the
Der Dutchman Restaurant in Plain City. Dr. Wolfgang Grams of Oldenburg, Germany, will deliver
four presentations. He is an expert on immigration and research regarding finding one’s roots. He
should have some good information for us and some good stories to tell.
On a personal level this summer I have organized a Gerke Family Reunion the first weekend
of August, featuring the 160th birthday of my paternal grandfather. Since my maternal grandfather
had 39 grandchildren I have a lot of cousins. Most of these cousins know almost nothing of their
ancestors beyond grandparents. On July 7th I led a car-caravan genealogy tour of the cemeteries,
farms, and churches of our ancestors who were in the US. I gave each participant a packet including
an ancestor chart, road map with places marked, a map of Germany with villages of immigrants
noted, and info about each ancestor. The weather was beautiful and the event was successful. I hope
your summer is going well. Alles Gute!
Thomas Gerke

October 6
Family History Day with J. Mark Lowe at Columbus Metropolitan Library,
96 S. Grant Ave., Columbus, OH
October 27
Fall Seminar with Dr. Wolfgang Grams at Der Dutchman Restaurant, 445 S.
Jefferson Ave., Plain City, OH
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April 13
Spring Seminar with Warren Bittner at Der Dutchman Restaurant, 445 S.
Jefferson Ave., Plain City, OH
June 15-17 International German Genealogy Partnership Conference at Hyatt Regency
Hotel, Sacramento, CA

library is to serve. My staff and I enjoy helping people.” The following is a summary of our
conversation and Russ’ responses to my questions.
Jeff: Assuming someone is just beginning their genealogical research, how would you
suggest they start?
Russ: Just gather what you already know. Start with family names, locations, etc. It’s good
to talk with family members (parents, grandparents, etc.) to get more information. Don’t sweat the
details, that will come later. Check at home and see what documentation you may already have.
Any information with names of your ancestors will usually be useful – court records (particularly
deeds); wills; and birth, marriage, and death records. Census records are also a good place to start.
It provides core information, but you have to understand that the material can have mistakes
depending on the census taker and the people he encountered. Ages, name spelling, people living in
a home at the time of the visit and other information can be entered erroneously.
Try to come up with specific research goals to simplify your search. Then our staff will be
in a better position to get you started. We have pedigree charts on our website that people can use
to help get organized. It’s probably better to start with your more recent ancestors here in the United
States than jumping right into research in Germany. I’ve seen researchers skip back generations
and come forward and find out they’ve searched the wrong family or branch of the family.
Find a good book about beginning genealogy to get you started. I recommend Unpuzzling
Your Past by Emily Croom. This is a circulating, user-friendly book. Another good circulating
book is “Organize Your Genealogy” by Drew Smith.
Jeff: How would you advise someone approach his/her first visit to the CML genealogy
section?
Russ: To start, visit us on-line at www.columbuslibrary.org. Here you will find information
about the location, hours, collections and digital resources. Do a little homework to find out if we
have what you are looking for. This could be specific titles or subject matter, for example Berks
County, Pennsylvania genealogy. A card/membership is useful for checking out books and
accessing databases that might be available from home. Also look at other library, archive or
genealogical society webpages to see if they have resources you can use more conveniently from
home.
The Main Library address is 96 S. Grant Avenue, Columbus, Ohio, 43215. When you come
here you’ll find our genealogical collection on the third floor in the Local History and Genealogy
Division. If you’ve done your homework and searched our catalog at home, it’s always good to
write down a book’s call numbers in its entirety to save time when you are here. But if you don’t
get a chance to do that, it’s always acceptable to just ask our staff. We’ll be happy to help.
My “Bible” is The Source, A Guidebook to American Genealogy. I often also use “he Red
Book: American State, County and Town Sources, which has a chapter explaining genealogy
records that exist in each state. These are typically reference books that cannot be checked out, but
you can always check our catalog or call us to see if there are copies you can check out to read at
home. Know that both above titles are available to visitors here at the library. We are happy to help
you navigate through them. We also offer free one-on-one genealogy consultation by appointment.
Jeff: What kinds of material do you have that would be particularly useful?
Russ: Let me show you by giving you a tour of our facilities. It’s a completely open collection
which will allow you to browse through the resources yourself at your own pace. That is not
always the case at some libraries or archives. Our staff can also help direct you to specific sections
or books. We have excellent indexes for locating information, as well as the guides for doing
research – some of which were mentioned above. We are also happy to help direct you to sources
outside our library if the material you find doesn’t suit your needs.
We provide web resources at the genealogy division, some which are available from home by
using a library card. We are a FamilySearch “Affiliate Library” which has access to some digital
collections that you cannot get from home with the “basic” FamilySearch. You can also access
Ancestry through the library.
We have one of the largest genealogy collections in Ohio with something from nearly every
state. We have more information from states east of the Mississippi River. Our collections include
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resources published by individuals as well as genealogical and historical societies. We have the
New England Historical & Genealogical Society’s American Ancestors database which is available
in the Local History & Genealogy division here at the Main Library.
We have many resources for research outside the US as well, especially for Western Europe.
Key collections are:
Palatines to America Collection: Includes Germany as we know it today and areas that were
once part of the former German Empire – parts of Russia, Poland and the Alsace-Loraine
region.
Huguenot Collection: The largest collection of its kind in North America. If you have
ancestors from France you should visit CML.
Joy Wade Moulton – British Collection: Covers England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales.
Let me show you some specific information which might be of particular interest to our readers.
These resources are the best places to start your research to document your lineage in the US. We
have:
US Federal Census records every 10 years from 1790 to 1940, and special census records for
some states for various other years from colonial times into the 1900s. Special census
records differ from state to state. Census records are valuable because they put our
ancestors within a certain place and time. Some may also provide information on place of
birth, citizenship, naturalization and arrival time in the US.
Vital Records (birth, marriage and death) which are also key to our research. While these
records are fairly new in concept as far as being required by government entities, the New
England states have been keeping them since the colonial period.
Military Records such as service and pension records. These may note an ancestor’s birth,
birthplace, and family members (especially regarding pensions for widows and dependent
children). The Revolutionary War had Germanic people fighting on both sides, and the US
Civil War encouraged men from other countries to come to the US and serve with the
promise of citizenship upon proof of service during the war. Our Ohio Daughters of the
American Revolution collection can be useful for researching ancestors who served on
either side during the American Revolution.
Church Records. Many of our ancestors were church members. You may find several
generations attending a specific church. They may have been christened/baptized, married
or buried in the cemetery. You may find churches for specific ethnic communities such as
German.
Many published family histories as well as surname files from PalAm and other genealogy
organizations.
Digitized over one million items in the library’s “My History” collection. This includes
photographs, maps, scrapbooks, postcards, newspaper articles, books and other documents
that chronicle central Ohio’s history. Researchers with German ancestors might be
particularly interested in the “German Farm Histories” from the Bersenbrück district
(Osnabrück area) Hannover (now Niedersachsen) Germany. They can be accessed free at
http://www.columbuslibrary.org/myhistory.
There are also facilities that make it easy for you to capture the information that you find, such
as microfilm machines and other scanning devices that are user-friendly. You are invited to
suggest specific topics to explore in subsequent interviews. Please send your ideas/questions to
Brian Hartzell @ hartzell56@hotmail.com.
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heck the Chapter’s Researching German Ancestry Series, on our website, for a speaker to
give a talk to your group. [See page 60 in this issue for examples] The Chapter’s Speaker
Bureau is available to any group to speak on German-Speaking genealogy for one hour or
for a Saturday program for two talks. There is “no charge” to the organization, the Chapter
covers expenses. For questions contact Mary Hess at Mhess10914@gmail.com.

W

ith the success of the inaugural 2017 International German Genealogy Partnership
conference in Minneapolis, plans are moving ahead for the 2019 conference to be
held in Sacramento, CA, on June 15-17th at the Hyatt Regency Hotel. Local host is
the Sacramento German Genealogy Society, https://sggs.us/ or visit
IGGPartnership on Facebook. Conference theme is “Strike It Rich! with Connections 2
Discoveries.”
Hotel reservations are filling up fast. Conference registration will open on or about November 1,
2018.
So far planned presentation tracks include:
Advancing Your Research – Skill-building techniques and tips for novice to advanced
researchers.
Regional Focus – Austrian Empire, Bavaria, Posen, Prussia, Saxony, Switzerland, and beyond.
DNA/Technology – Websites, software, DNA; sharing your research.
History and Culture – Historical influences, migration, religion, rites and rituals; daily life.
Eureka! – Other topics and golden nuggets to discover.
Many speakers at the 2017 conference are returning, including:
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James M. Beidler

Ingeborg Carpenter, M.A.

Bill Cole, M.A.

Michael D. Lacopo, DVM

Debra Hoffman

Teresa Steinkamp McMillin, C.G.

Roger P. Minert, Ph.D., A.G.

Gail Shaffer Blankenbau, M.A.

Timo Kracke

Fritz Juengling, Ph.D., A.G.

Kenneth W. Heger, Ph.D.
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istorical events have had a
significant impact on our
German ancestors, often
contributing to their
decisions about emigration. As we strive to
record and understand our ancestors and
their actions, knowledge of history helps us
comprehend what they did and why they did
it. Apropos of this, Professor Minert’s
presentation explained the influence of key
events from the 1490s to the early 20th
Century on our ancestors’ actions and our
ability to document those actions.
The Reformation began in 1517 and
precipitated the spread of Lutheranism
through German-language territories, with Hesse becoming the first state to adopt the Lutheran
faith. Record-keeping increased given the practices of many Protestant churches. As early as
1524 death records began to be recorded, followed later by marriage and baptism records.
Record-Keeping
His presentation began with the 1490s. This is when records were first recorded by several
Catholic parishes. Prior to this time, only records of the aristocratic classes were available. There
were no vital records for commoners.
In 1555 the Counter-Reformation began and the Catholics reclaimed many “lost” territories
in the German-language areas. The Council of Trent in 1563 required that additional records be
kept by Catholic priests. Gradually over the next 100 years record-keeping spread until by 1650
vital records were kept in almost all German parishes. Record-keeping generally progressed south
-to-north through the region over this period. Approximately 80-85% of those records exist today,
many through diligent safe-keeping in mines and bank vaults during WWII.
For approximately 300 years, church records were essentially the only source of
documentation until civil registry began during the Napoleon era in the 1790s. After the
Napoleonic era in the 1790’s, most civil registration was shut down and churches again became
the primary source of records. Civil registrations resumed in Prussia in 1874 and in 1876 in the
remaining German states. On January 1, 2009, the civil registry laws were revised. Some records
have been transferred to city archives and are now available to all researchers. Records open to all
now include birth records prior to 110 years ago, marriage records prior to 80 years ago, and
death records prior to 30 years ago.
Significant Historical Events
Significant historical events impacting our ancestors over the 200-year period between the
initiation of record-keeping (1490) and the first major emigration (1683) were dominated by
religious strife. The incessant push and pull between Catholicism and Protestantism impelled the
movement of Huguenots from France and Anabaptists from Switzerland into Germany.
Huguenots were threatened or killed if they didn’t convert and Anabaptists (Mennonites and
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Amish) were frequently burned for their practice of adult baptism. Such beliefs and practices were
not punished in what is now Germany. As a result, many people immigrated into the area to escape
the severe religious persecution.
The Thirty Years War began in Prague in 1618 and spread westward after 12 barons were
executed by the Holy Roman Emperor Ferdinand II – a highly unusual action for the time. During
this period, German religious preferences in provinces varied to match the ever-changing dominance
of one faith or another as the fortunes of war ebbed and surged across Central Europe. By the Peace
of Westphalia in 1648, names and religious practices stabilized based on 1626 jurisdictions.
In the 1630s, the Plague ravaged Central Europe, adding to our ancestors’ woes. The
increases in deaths was evident in the church records of the time.
The first major emigration to America occurred in 1683 when a large number of Germanspeaking people settled in Germantown in the Philadelphia area. This was followed by a major
emigration from the Palatinate in 1709 into New York and Pennsylvania when people were fleeing
war, religious persecution, climate change and crop failures. Significant immigration continued until
about 1763 when the French and Indian War began.
People in the German provinces had a practice of keeping up on news through newspapers.
As a result of this intelligence, people believed that America was too dangerous, especially when
considering a dangerous three-month crossing of the Atlantic. During this period before 1763 almost
all emigration was from the Palatinate area – the Southwest German-speaking provinces and
Switzerland. This was heavily influenced by the practices of dividing land through inheritance.
Significant emigration to the U.S. resumed in 1820, mostly from the German-speaking
provinces in the southwest. Bremen was the leading port of emigration. New York, Baltimore and
New Orleans were the most popular ports of arrival. In the 1840s emigration from the West and
Northwest German-language provinces began in earnest. Many emigrants during this period traveled
to New Orleans, St. Louis and Cincinnati via La Havre, France. For a period after this movement,
New Orleans was more German than French.
This emigration continued resulting from several major democratic revolts during which time
Bremen became the major port of emigration. Unfortunately, many of these sailing records have
been lost. Those seeking information of ancestors emigrating during this period may be able to find
information in newspapers.
Emigration fell sharply during the United States Civil War, similar to what happened during
the French and Indian War. The last significant emigration to the U.S. was in the 1880s as
Northwestern and Northeastern provinces of Germany contributed almost 1.5 million emigrants. By
this time, the trip across the Atlantic was usually much shorter because all ships were now sailing by
steam. Sails were no longer used.
In 1871, 38 German states united to form the German Empire. For the first time, a
“Germany” existed. German emigration decreased during the “Golden Age” of Germany from 18901914. Anti-German sentiment in the U.S. during WWI resulted in a significant reduction of German
influence in the U.S. – societies, newspapers, churches, etc. By this time, most of our German
ancestors had arrived.

J

oin your fellow OH-PalAm members in saluting Clara May
Hickox Harsh on September 29th as her friends and family
celebrate her 100th birthday. A Life Member of Palatines to
America, past president of National PalAm, and founder of the
Kocherthal Circle, Clara is also the mother of National PalAm
Publications Chair Becky Thornton and Palatine Patter editor Lynn
Patterson. Cards and photos for a Memory Book may be sent to Carol
Blackwelder at 2623 Rolling Hills Dr., Monroe, NC 28110.
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ohann Adam Mann is an imagined character. Although he did not actually exist, the circumstances of his fictional life and of his family’s deaths played out in villages throughout the kingdom, duchies, and independent
principalities that comprised the territory now known as Germany. In many cases, the experiences of Johann
Adams and his fellow villagers were drawn directly from historical individuals. In all cases, the history and
sociology of their lives are as historically accurate as existing sources permit.
This account presents the lives of Johann Adam’s family, his neighbors, and their ancestors in a hypothetical
village called Hochfeld am Neckar, a typical Evangelisch-Lutheran village at the northern end of today’s BadenWürttemberg. The purpose of the invention of the fictitious villagers is to bring to life the historical and cultural elements of German village life.

I

n 1449, Caspar Freiherr von Steinweg purchased Hochfeld and two other nearby villages
from the von Oberdorf family. The Steinwegs had owned land and villages in southwest
Germany since the ninth century, but their property was scattered across the Kraichgau; they
even owned two villages west of the Rhine River and two other villages to the south in
Württemberg.

Fictitious Hochfeld
Ever since the outbreak of the Black Death in Germany in the mid-1300s, families like the
Steinwegs, who lived off their rents and the sale of their agricultural produce, had watched their
income drop. Accurate mortality rates for the Black Death are nonexistent, leaving historians to
draw conclusions from isolated reports. One report stated that the plague killed two-thirds of the
population in Hamburg, and another reported 2,000 deaths during a 72-day period in Frankfurt.
Whatever the actual rate was in southwest Germany, the drop in population in Germany translated
into lower demand for grain and competition for the reduced supply of peasant labor.
Many surviving villagers took advantage of the chaos to either migrate to the cities or to
move to the lands of lords who offered their tenants better terms. Caspar was resolved to improve
his family's financial situation; he decided the best way to do that was to consolidate his land
holdings. If he eliminated the substantial distance between his villages, he would improve his
ability to oversee and control his tenants and to squeeze the maximum income from their labor.
There was another reason that Caspar wanted to consolidate his holdings near the Neckar.
As lord of Hochfeld, he was an independent noble who answered to no one but the Emperor.
Some of his other properties, however, he held as fiefs from other lords, specifically the bishops of
Speyer and Worms and the Count of Württemberg. He wanted to free himself from the
interference of these intermediate lords, who meddled in his affairs and took part of his income.
Over the next few years following his purchase of Hochfeld, Caspar continued to sell off his most
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distant properties and to purchase more "holdings near Hochfeld. By 1457, he still held one
property in Württemberg but the bulk of his land, consisting of six villages and their associated
fields and forests, was now consolidated on the west bank of the Neckar river. In 1451, Caspar
moved his family and his administrative center to the old castle in Hochfeld.
Caspar's Neckar Valley purchases made him the landlord or Grundherr for most, but not
all, of his villages' inhabitants. It was not uncommon during this period, and in the following
centuries, for a village to have multiple Grundherren. But for those villagers whose personal
holdings were on "his" land, he could expect to receive rents, labor services called Frondienst,
and certain other dues and payments.
The twenty-first century concept of ownership, which is grounded in Roman law, would
have been foreign to Caspar and the villagers in the mid- 15th century. Roman law had been
forgotten after the fall of the Roman Empire, and its concepts did not begin to penetrate the Holy
Roman Empire until the end of the fifteenth century. Under Roman law, ownership of a piece of
land was exclusive and absolute. Had Roman law been in force in Germany when the Freiherr
purchased Hochfeld, he would have been acknowledged as the sole owner of whatever land he
had purchased. But he would not have become the Grundherr of any villager who held a title to
his own plot. In other words, the real estate transaction would have functioned just as it does in
twenty-first century America: one sole owner for each plot of land.

Freiherr
During Caspar's time, Germany was still operating under the "good old law" of Germanic
custom, which had been practiced there for centuries, and under this law the concept of
ownership was more complex.36 Under the "good old law," anyone who possessed a piece of
property, and who received an economic benefit from it, held the Seisin for that property. This is
a simple concept as long as only one person both possesses and is the sole beneficiary of any
profit from a property.
Indeed, the territorial lords in eastern Germany generally directly controlled their
holdings, using the labor of servile peasants who were much less free than in the southwest. This
system was called Gutsherrschaft. But in southwest Germany, tenants actually held their own
lands, sharing the proceeds with the Grundherr through rents and fees, so that both parties held a
Seisin over the property. No one perceived a contradiction in the concept that both the lord and
the tenants "owned" segments of property at the same time.
The concept of ownership was further complicated by the fact that traditionally, villages
held a substantial portion of the available land - meadows, pastures, and forests-in common,
shared by all the villagers who enjoyed Bürgerrecht in that community. There was also an
understanding that villagers could have different levels of use rights and “ownership."
Some, for example, were not technically tenants of the Grundherr, but instead owned their
land free and clear - an arrangement that today we call a freehold. Other villagers were tenants,
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R

oger Minert thought his investigation of German census records would
be his “last great exploration”—but he was wrong. He has just completed an analysis of
residential registration records that proves their value for genealogical research.
Residential registration is still required in Germany, and in fact Minert had to register
twelve times when he moved among ten German cities. Anyone who moves to Germany for more
than ninety days, moves to another town in Germany, or moves within the same town, must register
the new and old address within two weeks. Late registration or failure to register could result in a
fine. People who leave a town must sign out to indicate a new address.
Minert realized that these records hold important details for researchers, so he set out to
discover which states have surviving residential registration records, for what time periods, with
what content, and how to access them.
Content
Facts in residential registration records include: name, age or birthdate, hometown or
previous residence, status or occupation, and documentation of identity; date of arrival
(Anmeldung); date of departure with destination (Abmeldung). Minert displayed several examples
of records with significant details including a Darmstadt record kept between 1860 and 1905 with
two pages of information such as children, death-dates, and names of landlords.

Wanderbuch
Rationale
The origin of these records goes back as early as the twelfth century in some cities including
Heidelberg. The focus was on monitoring the movement of single young men and others considered
dangerous to local citizens: laborers, journeymen, beggars, sick and afflicted, gamesmen,
musicians, dishonest businessmen, criminals, students, misfits, spies, and members of “aberrant
religions” such as Muslims and Jews.
Regulations issued by the German states in the early 1800s contained admonitions to
observe previous regulations and chastised officials and guards for their lack of diligence. Officials
were supposed to check passports and Wanderbücher at border stations, stop travelers from
crossing the border if necessary, and register people wherever they planned to stay overnight
(employers, innkeepers, family members as hosts). Those staying only one night were sometimes
exempt. Fines or jail time were levied on travelers, employers, and innkeepers who did not comply.
“Undesirables” like criminals, deserters, diseased people, those who violated local societal
standards, and those who could not be identified were evicted.
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or most genealogists and family historians, access to
the U.S. Federal Census has been a starting point for
research through various online websites. With the
exception of the 1890 census, the original enumeration
sheets for which were destroyed in the 1920s, forms for all
years have been preserved. But what about census records in
Germany, asks Dr. Roger Minert?
Until 2015, most experts reported knowledge of very few
German censuses, and mostly they were limited to specific
German states for a handful of years, such as the 1819 census
Taking the Census
for Mecklenburg-Schwerin, 1835-1860 for Schleswig-Holstein,
1852 in Hannover. There were hints of others, but no one was
really sure what existed, where they were stored, for what years and for which states.
A review of available literature on the subject listed one major article about German census
records from 1816 to 1916, and a book about census years and regulations, but nothing about
content.
Dr. Minert set a goal to write a book on German Census Records covering the geopolitical
extent of the subject from 1871 with the establishment of the German Empire and ending in 1918 at
the conclusion of WWI. A comprehensive search of the Family History Library Catalog revealed
about 100 census records on microfilm. The result was a six-month sabbatical leave from Brigham
Young University, more than 500 hours of pre-sabbatical study and hundreds of emails sent to
archives of German counties and major cities to inquire about their holdings.
In 2014, living and working out of Vienna with his wife, he made three trips into Germany
to visit archives where he found many documents in places where local experts initially told him
they had never seen a German census and that there were no original documents in the archives. He
proved them wrong, collecting more than 3,500 records on paper or as digital images. What has
been learned?
Census documents were identified by Terminology (Volkszählungen,
Bevölkerungsverzeichnis and Seelenregister), Statistics (Kopfzahl), Instructions (Anweisungen,
Instruktionen), Lists of Heads of Households (Haushaltsvorstandslisten), Lists of All Persons
(Urlisten), plus Individual Data Cards (Zählkarten) and Summary Pages (Controlliste) for a census
district (Zählbezirk) and for a town (Ortsliste).
Some of the principal questions answered through Minert’s research included:
• Each one of the 38 German states conducted a census from 1816 to 1918.
• In many states, censuses were conducted every three years from 1834 to 1864.
• Most German censuses were conducted in December vs. U.S Federal Censuses which were
generally developed over the summer months.
• The purpose of the censuses includes distribution of revenues through various customs unions
and commercial leagues from 1816 to 1867.
• Demographic, social welfare and economic statistics for any number of administrative purposes.
Initially, only numbers of inhabitants were included in each census. Over the years, all of the
states added greater content. Soon, the name of head of household and number of household
members were collected along with gender, status, occupation, age and religion. There are probably
hundreds of thousands of these sheets, most of them stored in city and town archives, some in
regional archives and a few in state or national archives.

Expansion
The first interstate efforts for registration of strangers (Fremde) and foreigners (Ausländer)
were made in 1817 in Prussia, which required records of all strangers. In 1842, Lübeck, which had
greater challenges as a port city, issued twelve pages of regulations. In 1851, the Gotha Accord
among fifteen states required the issuance of passports to a state’s own citizens and the monitoring
of passports of arriving foreigners. Most people didn’t have passports, however.
Principally after 1850, and in large cities, vigilance increased. Registration was expanded
to include single women, men with family members and household members such as relatives,
servants, and employees, and citizens from other towns in the same state, province, or country.
After 1870, registration was mandated for everyone, including people moving within the same
town. Registration was in practice almost everywhere by 1900.
National registration developments
In 1867, the first law concerning Bewegungsfreiheit (freedom of movement) within the
North German League allowed any citizen of any member state to travel to, within, or establish a
residence or business in any other member state. This law was adopted in 1871/1872 in the new
German Empire. In 1938 the National Socialist government passed a version of the laws, possibly
to locate Jews still within Germany. A census of foreigners was taken that year. In 2000, revisions
were made by state and national governments.
How to locate residential registration records
Most records before 1920 have been transferred from the modern office
(Einwohnermeldeamt) to the city archives (Stadtarchiv). Archives at higher governmental levels
have few records of this variety since they have few local records. Find the email option on the city
archive’s website; use www.cityname.de (www.stuttgart.de, for example). Ask about its online
catalog (online-Findbuch), and offer to pay research fees and costs for copies, scans, and postage.
The Family History Library has some residential registration records. Use different
keywords to locate them in a town or county: foreigners, housing lists, city directories,
immigration. Ancestry also has some residential registration records.
The results of Minert’s research will appear in a book entitled German Residential Records
for Genealogists (Family Roots Publishing of Orting, Washington). Look for the book later this
year.
Minert concluded that while residential registration records are harder to find than census
records— which are harder to find than church records—they are the best records to track
movements of individuals and are worth the search.

Only sporadic digital images are available via the Internet, some are on microfilm in the
Family History Library system. Indexes are extremely rare.
The most promising approach to gaining access to existing census records is to contact
the town where the person in question is believed to have lived, and then try the county.
Consult Meyers Orts- und Verkehrsverzeichnis to determine the county name. There will be a
research and copying cost, but the fees are generally fair.
Minert says that census records can help a family history researcher by directing the
researcher to the family’s home parish, and church records provide greater genealogical details.
Census records can often show non-relatives living with a family. The presence or absence of
family members can often tell you more than you think!
For more information and details, consult “German Census Records From 1816 to 1918” by
Roger P. Minert, Ph.D., A.G. Cost is $35, plus shipping. Visit www.grtpublications.com.
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but held the right to pass on their holdings to their children. Still others held only a time-limited
right to a piece of property, a right that the Grundherr could terminate with the death of the villager
or, in some cases, at any time. Nevertheless, all parties recognized the right of the Grundherr to
collect rents and dues, regardless of who /I owned "a piece of property."
Grundherrschaft was only one aspect of lordly rights, or Herrschaft. There were at least two
other types of Herrschaft: Gerichtsherrschaft, or the right to administer legal justice, which Caspar
held by virtue of being the sole lord in Hochfeld; and Leibherrschaft, or the right to control the
villagers themselves, as opposed to their land. When one wishes to use a general term to
encompass all the rights that a local lord held, one can simply use the term Ortsherr, which means
"local lord."
Just as the villagers owed rent and, in most cases, labor, to their lord, so he owed them
protection, a concept called Schutz und Schirm. While the era of protecting villagers from
marauding bands of thugs was, for the most part, past, the lord was expected to help villagers
through years of bad harvest and other disasters. There was an implicit assumption in the concept
that Herrschaft was legitimate only if the subjects accepted the rule of their lord. Herrschaft was:
... a very complex term because it may be construed as an abstraction, a
bundle of interrelated claims that represented 'rule' ... [It] connoted reciprocal
relationships, and in order for rulers to achieve legitimation through the exercise
of Herrschaft they, too, had to recognize some reciprocal obligations. .. But
villagers had no illusions that the reciprocal obligations between lord and
subject were evenly balanced.
In addition to his rights as Grundherr to those villagers who were his tenants and/ or who
owed him fees based on land usage, Caspar was also the Leibherr for some Hochfeld residents, as
well as for other serfs scattered across the Kraichgau, northern Württemberg, and the Rhineland
Palatinate. A Grundherr had rights over a piece of property, but a Leibherr had rights over the
people themselves; to use a common term, they were his serfs. Many of these individuals were in
the villages Caspar owned, but many others were the tenants of other Grundherren. For a man
whose goal was to increase his control over his people and his property, this state of affairs was a
serious problem, one he shared with most other lords in southwest Germany.
How did relationships between common man and lord become so confused? The roots of
the problem dated back to the wandering Germanic tribes who began to move into northern
Germany in the eighth century B.C. and whose continued spread southward led them into conflict
with the Romans by the late second century B.C. The Germanic tribes were nomads whose
economy was based on summer military campaigns, in which the men earned the tribes' living by
plunder. As long as their agricultural endeavors were limited to nomadic grazing and sporadic
farming, it was no hardship for all the men to leave their temporary homes each year for several
months of warfare.
However, as the tribes began to establish permanent homes and to earn more of their
livelihood through agriculture and livestock, it became impossible for most men to leave during the
growing season. In return for a release from fighting in order to tend their land and to insure they
would be protected from other bands of fighters, some men took pledges of service and fealty to
their warrior overlords. By the end of the middle ages, there remained little need for the military
services of the overlords, so the overlords also settled down. Land and income from agricultural
products replaced plunder as their primary source of income, and the relationship of overlord and
peasant farmer became firmly established.
By the seventh century A.D., peasant farmers had lost their freedom and were tied as serfs
to their lords' lands; in other words, these farmers' lords now became their Leibherren. When
Vikings, Saracens, and Hungarians began to invade the Germanic lands in the eighth and ninth
centuries, many peasant farmers took advantage of the confusion to seek better lords. While they
still had to agree to perform labor services and to pay their new lords rents and fees, at least they
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were again free men. There was another period of mobility in the fourteenth century as a result of
the enormous death toll from the Black Death. At the beginning of the fifteenth century, therefore,
men in southwest Germany were generally free to move, to select their own lord, and to marry as
they chose, respective of the local Grundherr. In addition, because the villagers were not bound to
the land in southwest Germany, their Leibherr did not change just because their Grundherr sold his
interest in a village.
This was the muddled situation that Caspar von Steinweg was determined to remedy. One of
his first acts after purchasing Hochfeld in 1449 was to require all the villagers for whom he was
already the Leibherr to swear that they would take no lord but him, or face expulsion from the
village. Next, as tenancies came up for renewal or as any tenant died who could not prove that he
held Erblehenrecht or inheritable rights to his property, Caspar made the new tenant swear to
become his Leibeigene or serf; with this vow, they voluntarily gave up their personal freedom.
Those villagers whose families owned their land outright were still obligated to pay the
Freiherr a death tax when the head of household died. Caspar set the death duty so high that many
villagers were forced to give him their land to settle the debt; after which he would allow them to
continue as his tenants-provided they agreed to become his Leibeigene. To speed up the
consolidation process, Caspar worked a series of trades with other lords in the years between 1450
and 1461 in which they exchanged their Leibeigene, either in ones and twos or in large groups, with
a goal of insuring, to the maximum extent possible, that each villager would owe rent, fees, labor,
and fealty to just one lord. Since children of a Leibeigene inherited their parents' servile status, even
if one of the parents was free, within 20 years of his purchase of Hochfeld, Caspar was both the
Grundherr and the Leibherr for more than 85% of the village residents.
The actual conditions of Leibeigen status changed from region to region in Germany, and
even from village to village, depending on the conditions agreed to or forced upon each locale.
Certainly, conditions were much harsher in regions where Gutsherrschaft was practiced, as it was in
eastern and parts of northern Germany. Indeed, not all researchers agree that the term
Leibeigenschaft should be used for southwest Germany, preferring instead the term Untertan or
subject. But for convenience, this article will use the term “serf" to describe the unfree status of
most villagers in Hochfeld.
Despite a lack of clarity in the terms that researchers have used to describe the villagers'
unfree status, as well as the great variety of conditions that relate to a villager's legal status in Early
Modern Germany, there are certain overall statements that apply to the servitude of the German
villager:
• Free and unfree are relative terms when one speaks of the status of German villagers between
1500 and 1850. An individual peasant's legal status depended on his geographic location, the
rules and practices of his individual overlord, and the specific time period, since the peasant's
status, rights, and responsibilities all evolved over time.
• Serfs were not slaves. They could not be killed, mutilated, sold off, or separated from their
families. The overlord did not own their bodies, although he might own all or part of their labor.
However, some peasants were tied to a specific parcel of land, particularly in northeastern
Germany, so that they transferred with the land if the territorial lord sold or traded it.
• It was not necessarily undesirable to be a serf. Some villagers freely accepted servile status in
return for protection by an overlord or in order to receive a choice tenancy. In many cases, serfs
were far better off than free peasants, who had no financial security and less or no land to work.
• Within their own villages, serfs could enjoy considerable freedom, relative wealth, and prestige
despite their Leibeigene status. There was no relationship between an individual's social status
and his personal freedom or lack thereof. Serfs regularly served in positions of village
leadership, including as Schultheiβ (Schultheiss).
As long as a village met all its tax, tithe, and work obligations owed to the overlord, state,
and church, many lords allowed villagers to administer their own affairs - subject, of course, to
lordly oversight. Over time, as the money economy grew and barter dwindled, it became
economically advantageous for both the overlord to receive and the peasants to pay their rent in
money rather than in bound labor.
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The legal death knell for serfdom came with the establishment of the Napoleonic Code in
the first decade of the nineteenth century, although it had already begun to be abolished in some
territories. That did not mean, however, that mandatory unpaid labor or Frondienst was
immediately abolished; in most villages, it took decades before the villagers freed themselves
completely of this hated practice.
As serfdom ended and Roman law was applied to the fuzzy question of property ownership
in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, villagers were often given the opportunity to buyout the
interest of their Grundherr in their property. However, some villagers who were unable to come up
with the funds continued to be required to sign onerous contracts, including labor requirements, in
order to keep their tenancies. Vestiges of the ancient relationship between lord and villager
continued to exist well into the twentieth century in many villages. TO BE CONTINUED….
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arren Bittner, well-known genealogical researcher and lecturer,
will be the featured speaker at the Spring 2019 Seminar of the
Ohio Chapter, Palatines to America on Saturday, April 13th at
Der Dutchman Restaurant in Plain City, Ohio. A list of topics
will be announced later this year
Recipient of the National Genealogical Society’s 2011 Writing
Contest, Bittner has lectured widely at conferences and workshops around
the country on methodology and German research topics. His awardwinning NGS article – “Without Land, Occupation, Rights, or Marriage
Privilege: The Büttner Family from Bavaria to New York” – also received
the NGS’s Award of Excellence in 2012.
Bittner is a former trustee for the Board of Certification of Genealogists and a former German
Collection Manager at the Family History Library in Salt Lake City. He has coordinated German
research tracks at the Institute of Genealogy and Historical Research (IGHR), the Genealogical
Research Institute of Pittsburgh (GRIP), and the Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy (SLIG).
He holds a Master’s degree in history from Utah State University. His Master’s thesis
examined the social factors affecting illegitimacy in 19th century Bavaria.
The Spring 2019 Seminar is priced at $45 for members, $55 for non-members, and includes a
full syllabus, four seminar sessions, a vendor showcase, a continental breakfast featuring Der
Dutchman’s famous German pastries, coffee and juice. Lunch includes a full buffet with broasted
chicken and roast beef, mashed potatoes, noodles, stuffing, various hot vegetables, green salad, rolls
and a variety of desserts.
During this seminar, the Ohio Chapter, Palatines to America’s will host its 2019 Annual
Meeting for the election of officers and directors for the year ahead.

D

r. Wolfgang Grams, founder and managing director of the
privately-run institute “Routes to the Roots, Research and
Travel (RsRs)” in the city of Oldenburg, Germany, will be the
featured speaker at the Fall 2018 Seminar of the Ohio Chapter,
Palatines to America on Saturday, October 27th. This annual fall seminar
will be held at the ever-popular Der Dutchman Restaurant, 445 Jefferson
Ave. (U.S. Rt. 42) in Plain City, Ohio. Seminar will start at 9 a.m., and
includes a continental breakfast and full buffet lunch.
Grams’ program is entitled “Coming to America: Where, How, and
Why They Came?” and will feature four individual presentations on the
following related topics:
“Where Did They Come From?”
Ohio’s Immigrants and their German Homelands
“Hurra, Wir Fahren Nach Amerika!”
Travel Patterns during the Age of Sail
“The Pursuit of Happiness: Faith, Land and Hope”
“German Resources to Trace Your Roots”
Gram’s institute emerged from a research project that he headed while serving as a professor
at the Department for Political Sciences at Oldenburg University. The institute carries out historical
biographical research, designs databases, exhibits and cultural projects with the focus on the
migration experience and, as a specialized tour operator, conducts field trips and excursions. He
also teaches German-American Studies and Cultural Tourism, conducts workshops, seminars and
lectures in their fields.
As a research consultant, project planner and content acquisitionist for Ancestry.com in
Germany until February 2017, he has served Ancestry as a contractor and project designer starting
with the formation of Ancestry.de and its office in Munich and building up many online databases
by managing co-operations with German archives.
Through his academic work and heritage projects, he has developed a network for research
and travel among societies, museums, and individuals in Germany and in the U.S. He received his
Ph.D. in 1990 from Oldenburg University in the field of German 18th-century literature and lectured
in this field at the Department for German Literature in Bremen University from 1990-1992.
To attend, complete the registration form which follows this article. Use our secure gateway
at PayPal via our website www.oh-palam.org, or make your check payable to Ohio Chapter –
PalAm and mail it to Joe Stamm, 3930 Lander Rd., Chagrin Falls, OH 44022-1329. Questions or
special needs, please contact Linda Dietrich at lindabelle@lcs.net.

W

e welcome articles and information related to Palatines to America, especially unusual
stories about your ancestors. Articles should be less than 600 words in length and
include a digital image or two in JPG format. The article itself should be submitted in
Microsoft Word. PDF files are not acceptable. We reserve the right to edit, shorten
for space considerations or otherwise alter the article submitted. We also reserve the right to refuse
articles that are not suitable for this publication. Contact Brian Hartzell to discuss your ideas at
hartzell56@hotmail.com or call 567-215-3236.
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The Ohio Chapter Palatines to America
German Genealogy 2018 Fall Seminar
PRESENTED BY DR. WOLFGANG GRAMS, FROM OLDENBURG, GERMANY
SESSION TOPICS:

WHERE DID THEY COME FROM? OHIO’S IMMIGRANTS AND THEIR GERMAN HOMELANDS
“HURRA WIR FAHREN NACH AMERIKA!” TRAVEL PATTERNS DURING THE AGE OF SAIL
THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS: FAITH, LAND, AND HOPE
GERMAN RESOURCES TO TRACE YOUR ROOTS
SEMINAR WILL BE HELD AT DER DUTCHMAN RESTAURANT, 445 JEFFERSON AVE, U.S.
RTE. 42, PLAIN CITY, OHIO 43064.

Saturday October 27, 2018 9:00am until 4:00pm

Fees include syllabus, seminar sessions, vendor showcase, Der Dutchman pastries, coffee and juice
for breakfast and full Buffet lunch including Broasted Chicken and Roast Beef, Mashed Potatoes,
Noodles, Stuffing, Vegetables, Salad, Rolls, and Dessert
Register today! Use Pay Pal online at the website: https://oh-palam.org/registernow.php
Or: make check payable to Ohio Chapter – Palam and mail with registration form to:
Joe Stamm, 3930 Lander Road, Chagrin Falls, OH 44022-1329, questions? lindabelle@lcs.net

REGISTRATION DEADLINE – OCTOBER 13, 2018

MEMBER: $45.00 EACH

NON-MEMBER: $55.00 EACH

After OCTOBER 13, cost is $55.00 for Members and $65.00 for Non-Members
NAME #1___________________________________________MEMBER?______________
NAME #2___________________________________________MEMBER?______________
ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP___________________________________________________________
PHONE:___________________________________EMAIL:__________________________
SURNAMES I AM RESEARCHING: PLEASE LIST FOUR SURNAMES FOR NAME#1:

__________________________________

___________________________________

__________________________________

____________________________________

SURNAMES I AM RESEARCHING: PLEASE LIST FOUR SURNAMES FOR NAME #2:
__________________________________

______________________________________

__________________________________

______________________________________

S

omething new to add to the Palatine Heritage. “A Window in Time” will feature photos
submitted by our OH-PalAm membership in each issue that focus on the life and times of
our ancestors who lived in late 19th or early 20th Century America.
Members are encouraged to submit digital photos for consideration. Use JPEG [or PNG]
format only. Include a description of the photo, the approximate date it was taken, where it was
taken and any other information that puts the photo into context. Include your name, address, phone
number and email address should we have additional questions. Direct submissions to Brian
Hartzell at hartzell56@hotmail.com.

58

A Visit to Balanced Rock, Colorado Springs, CO (Circa 1910)
Pictured is the extended Schamber family of Eureka, SD, enjoying a rare moment during a
summer vacation to Colorado Springs. Eldest brother Fred W. Schamber, his five brothers, five
sisters, their spouses and children were successful farmers, teachers, postmasters and merchants, the
latter of whom owned two of the largest department stores in South Dakota.
Fred’s father Martin Schamber Sr.
immigrated with his wife and children to
America in 1874 from Friedental, Crimea
in south Russia, part of the leading wave The following new Chapter members joined between
of Germans from Russia who sought new May and July, 2018
lives in Dakota Territory in the years
before it gained statehood in 1889. They THOMAS CULVER – AMHERST, NH
were among its earliest settlers. Photos
MELINDA HARDMAN – DUBLIN, OH
like this were taken frequently by a
WILLETTA HEIDING – DEABORN, MI
Colorado Springs’ photographer and his GARY SCHLEMMER – VALENCIA, PA
son who sold them for $10 each, and
CATHERINE STROHM – LEWIS CENTER, OH
charged an additional $5 for children to
CAROL STURM – CHRISTOVAL, TX
pose on donkeys.
Fred W. Schamber [Circled] was The roster of the Ohio Chapter, Palatines to America is
the great-grandfather of Terry Schamber now 419.
Hartzell, wife of Brian Hartzell, chair of
OH-PalAm’s Publications Committee.

SEPT 27

THE POWER OF GOOGLE FOR GENEALOGISTS
DIANA DRUBACK
COLUMBUS METROPOLITAN LIBRARY, 96 S. Grant Ave., Columbus, OH

ALL FORUM SESSIONS ARE HELD FROM 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Everyone is welcome to attend... no advance registration is necessary. Watch the chapter website for
the latest updates and additions

Ohio Chapter Officers
President: Thomas Gerke tagerke@yahoo.com
Vice President: Linda Dietrich
lindabelle@lcs.net
Recording Secretary: Lori Poch
loripoch@yahoo.com
Corresponding Secretary:
Debbie Seemueller
dseemueller@gmail.com
Treasurer: Joe Stamm jastamm@gmail.com
Membership Registrar:
Tom Swinehart tshart@greenapple.com
Past President: Vern Erickson vehouse@aol.com
Trustees
Art Block guycoke@aol.com
Brian Hartzell hartzell56@hotmail.com
Roberta Newcomer rnewcome@roadrunner.com
David Kuhns DpKuhns3@gmail.com
Deb Cyprych dcyprych@gmail.com
Carol Chafin cechafin@gmail.com
Ginny Poland ginny.poland@gmail.com
Marilyn Logue mlogue@sprintmail.com
Committee Chairs
Awards: OPEN
Financial: Joe Stamm jastamm@gmail.com
Library Liaison: Russ Pollitt
russpollitt@gmail.com
Nominations: Vern Erickson vehouse@aol.com
Publications: Brian Hartzell
hartzell56@hotmail.com
Programs: OPEN
Publicity: Richard Hartle
rhartle12@columbus.rrr.com
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Community Forum:
Diana Druback dldruback@sbcglobal.net
Book Sales: Linda Dietrich lindabelle@lcs.net
Long Range Planning: OPEN
Heritage Editor: Richard Uhrick
uhrick.richard@gmail.com
Archives: Marilyn Logue
mlogue@sprintmail.com
Managing Editors: Brian Hartzell, Art Block, and
Deb Cyprych
Webmaster: Carol Swinehart
ckfsmail@gmail.com
National Office
4601 N. High St., Suite C, Columbus, OH 43214
Or by mail:
PO Box 141260, Columbus, OH 43214
614-267-4700
www.palam.org
Palatines to America is a non-profit organization dedicated to finding
the origins of German-speaking ancestors in Europe. Membership
dues per year (October 1 through September 30): USA residents •
$35 individual • $40 family *Paper newsletter, additional $7
Make checks payable to Membership Registrar, Palatines to America.
Payment includes both National and Chapter dues.
The OH Chapter of Pal Am publishes Palatine Heritage Newsletter
with quarterly issues in Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter.
Published articles may be copied for non-commercial use by
genealogists or for reprint if proper credit is given: Palatine Heritage,
Ohio Chapter of Palatines to America, copyright 2018.
Queries are welcome and will be printed in two (2) successive
newsletters. Please use genealogically accepted format and
abbreviations.
Contributions to Heritage are encouraged. Articles should not exceed
600 words. If materials submitted are copyrighted, proof of
authorization to publish must be provided; sources from other
magazines must be cited so appropriate credit can be given.

Saturday, October 20th – 9 a.m.- 4 p.m.
Guest Speaker – Nancy Ottman

Family History Fair @ Akron Ohio State Family History Center,
106 E. Howe Rd., Tallmadge, OH
Register via Eventbrite website; no charge for admission. Lunch provided. For
more information, email djpeugh@sbcglobal.net or call Akron Family History
Center @ 330-630-3365.
Sunday, October 21st – 2-4 p.m.
Guest Speaker – Jayne Davis

Presented in conjunction with the German Lutheran Heritage Group
Program presented as a public service with no charge for admission.
Lutheran Social Service Building, T-793 S.R. 66, south of Archbold, OH

Saturday, November 10th – 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Guest Speaker & Workshop Leader – Ernie Thode

Program presented as a public service with no charge for admission.
Presented in conjunction with Belmont County District Library, 20 S. 5th Ave.,
Martins Ferry, OH
For more information, call 740-633-0314.

Saturday, November 17th -- 12:30 – 2:30 p.m.
Guest Speaker – Nancy Ottman

Presented in conjunction with Pickerington Library, 201 Opportunity Way,
Pickerington, OH
For more information, call 614-837-4104.
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Palatines to America 2019 Membership Application

Membership Year: 01 October 2018 to 30 September 2019
(Your member number can be found on the mailing label of any publication)
Name (1) ______________________________________ Member # _______________
Name (2) ______________________________________ Member # _______________
Street Address ______________________________________________
City/State __________________________________________________
Zip _________________

Phone _______________________________

E-mail _____________________________________________________

Chapters: Membership Optional (Circle one) CO IN NC NY OH PA None
U.S. Annual Dues (includes membership in one chapter):
Individual + Chapter
$35
Family + Chapter
$40
Life + Chapter
$875
Canada/Mexico Annual Dues:
Individual + Chapter
$43
Family + Chapter
$48
Life + Chapter
$875
Other Countries Annual Dues:
Individual
$50
Family
$55
Annual Dues:________
Additional Chapter Memberships (Do not select chapter named above):
CO IL IN NC NY OH PA None
# of Chapters ____ x $8.00 (U.S.) = $_________
Canada/Mexico - $9.00, Other Countries - $15.00
Additional Chapters:________
International Members (Additional Postage):
Canada/Mexico - $8, Other Countries - $15

International Postage:________

Support the Ohio Chapter with your tax-deductible donation:
Become a Friend of the Ohio Chapter - $15
Become a Supporter of the Ohio Chapter - $50
Become a Patron of the Ohio Chapter - $100
Ohio Chapter Donation:________
National PalAm Patter Newsletter
Online at www.palam.org - No Charge
Printed Copies - $5.00

Printed Patter Option:________

Total Enclosed: ___________
Send check payable to Palatines to America to:
Palatines to America, P.O. Box 141260, Columbus, Ohio 43214

