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Research with the Experts 

2009 National Palatines to America Conference 

 

June 18 - 20, 2009 
Location: Allen County Public Library, Ft. Wayne, IN 

Accommodations: Fort Wayne Inn -Clarion, Ft. Wayne., IN 
Cost: $89 for full conference and Banquet 

$30 per day no Banquet 
 The genealogy section of the Allen Co (IN) Public library is óworld classô.  

(Continued on page 31) 

COMING  SOON ! 

Internationally known speaker and author on German Genealogy 

John T. Humphrey, CG, BA  

Mark your calen-
dars today for 
October 17,2009   

Ramada Plaza 
Hotel, Sinclair 
Rd, Columbus.    Our Mission: 

ñAdvance 

Knowledgeò 



P a l a t i ne  He r i t a g e  November 2009 Page 18 

       Roberta Newcomer 

     Chapter President 

 

Von den Prªsidentinnentisch 

Some of you may have heard of the 

tragic collapse of the Historical 

Archive of Cologne on March 3rd. 

Two people are reported to have 

died and little hope remains that 

anything of significance will be 

retrieved from the rubble. This is a 

very sad day for those of us who 

have ancestors in the Palatinate 

because most early records were 

maintained in Cologne.  

 

Sad News for Palatine 

Researchers 

Mission Statement 

"Advance Knowledge" 

1. To further interest and study of Ger-
man speaking immigration in Ohio. 

2. Encourage members to further re-
search family histories in Ohio 

3. Promote information about life, times, 
and social life of German speaking 

emigrants and descendents. 

Newcomerôs News and Viewsé. 

Greetings from the new Governing Board of the Ohio Chapter of 

Palatines to America! 

We had a great ñInformation Exchangeò at Der Dutchman 

restaurant in Plain City with the help of the Franklin County 

Genealogical and Historical Society. Sixty-seven folks discussed 

German church records, planning a research trip to Germany, using 

gazetteers and maps to locate ancestral homes, DNA ï the ñgeneô 

in genealogy, and ways to deal with research dead-ends. We also 

had a wonderful buffet lunch of Amish cooking.  

Our Annual Fall Seminar is set for October 17 in Columbus with featured speaker John 

Humphrey, CG, President of the Mid-Atlantic Germanic Society. Ann Miller Scott, MSLA, former Pal 

Am Librarian and current Ohio Chapter Board member, will provide an update on the Pal Am 

Collection at the Columbus Metropolitan Library. Mark your calendar now so you wonôt miss this 

wonderful opportunity. 

I hope you all are planning to attend the National Pal-Am Conference at the Allen County 

Public Library, Fort Wayne, Indiana in June. Ohioôs Gary Martzolf is chairing ñResearch with 

Expertsò that will provide you with a variety of workshop topics plus time to do your own research ï 

with expert help ï in this outstanding genealogy library. Send in your registration today! 

As your new president, I am awed to follow in the large footsteps of Mary Hess, our immediate 

past-president. Always a visionary, Mary convened the Long Range Planning Committee to put 

together an ambitious agenda for our next two years. We need you to help us put the plan into action! 
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Towns can either be in the 

U.S.A., where they settled or 

even in Germany.  Send to the 

editor either by snail mail (Box 

302 Worthington, OH 43085) or 

e-mail. ruhrick@otterbein.edu  

We would like to highlight 

hometowns in forthcoming 

issues of the Heritage.  Send us 

your short story about your 

ancestorsô hometown or 

community in 250 words or less. 

Please print or type the article.  

Photographs would be great.  

ñMY ANCESTORS  HOME  TOWNò 

Wilkommen 

Send short stories 

either to PO Box 302 

Worthington, OH 

43085 or email to 

ruhrick@otterbein.edu 

AL Bacak, Dolly Mae Pelham 

CO Hoffman, Thomas Grand Junction 

IN Roch, L Marshall Muncie 

MA Smith, Suzanne S Plymouth 

MI Moranty, Beth Canton 

OH Boyce, Donna Gahanna 

  Ereira, Lois E Gahanna 

  Gerke, Thomas Gahanna 

  McGinnis, Rena Marion 

  Meyer, Linda Columbus 

  Watkins, James Maplewood 

  Whitfield Youngstown 

CAN Holswick, Sherri Calgary 

 

 
 

The numberof individual members in the OH Chapter is 479 

The following new members have been added to the Ohio Chapter membership roster since Feb.  

 

GIFT CERTIFICATES: If someone has helped with your re-
search and you want to thank them , or maybe introduce a friend 

or family member to your favorite hobby?  
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When my father died, I 

met a second cousin who 

had done some limited 

family research. She said 

her grandmotherôs father 

and uncle had come from 

a town in Germany called 

Hitler, but it was renamed 

Hilter after World War II 

to avoid embarrassment. 

That sure didnôt sound 

right to me, particularly 

when I learned it was 

called Hilter long before 

Adolf ever came to 

power. 

Formally, itôs called 

Hilter-am-Teutoburger-

Wald and itôs near 

Osnabruck. 

An article in a Hamilton Co. Gen. Society publication about people from Osnabruck who settled in 

southwest Ohio listed a man named Uwe as a genealogy contact for Hilter. 

By e-mail, Uwe confirmed that these two men were born in Hilter in the 1820s. Ironically, I wanted 

to learn about them before they left Germany and he wanted to learn about them afterwards.   

In 2007 I was in Germany and I had a chance to visit Hilter. I wasnôt able to contact Uwe in 

advance, but talked to him by phone and he was naturally surprised that I was in Hilter. He said 

little remained of my ancestors in that area.  

Still, it was fascinating for me to be in a town where my ancestors lived prior to 1850. There was 

the requisite old church in Hilter and I know that my ancestors must have known that church well. 

I later found some photos from my fatherôs cousin that showed that the family once had a manor 

home in Hilter. I wonder if it is still standing? To me thatôs reason enough for going back to Hilter. 

My Ancestorôs Hometown:  

a Hilter Anecdote 

By Dean Hoffman 
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THE ñSIPPENBUCHò 

Have you tried using the ñSippenbuchò in your research?  If not, it can be a treasure of infor-

mation!  The Sippenbuch is a family or local lineage book often giving you a great deal of infor-

mation about a townôs residents.    

The Sippenbuch usually recounts the townôs records from about the 16th century forward to 

the 20th century and details the genealogies of families who lived in that village or town.  Local histo-

ry may be includedé with special lists such as war casualties, Mayors, members of specific occupa-

tions and Pastors.    

Those who compile the ñOrtssippenb¿cherò (town lineage) book or the 

ñOrtsfamilienb¿cherò (family book of a certain locality) primarily use church records, tax lists and 

other local records beginning in the 15th or 16th century.  All parish birth, marriage and death records 

for the community are duplicated.  The book is machine produced and therefore so much more easily 

read than the handwritten records.   The only problem is that a book may not exist for your communi-

ty, and, even if it does, it may be out of print and/or unavailable.                                              

To find currently published, online Ortssippenb¿cher, go to 

www.ortsfamilienbuecher.de.  The numbers in parentheses are zip codes.  There are also books listed 

for towns no longer located within the boundaries of todayôs Germany. 

Please noteé these are online books.  This is not a comprehensive list of published Sip-

penb¿cher.  To have a more comprehensive list, check Bibliographie der Ortssippenb¿cher in 

Deutschland by Franz Heinzmann.  The book is in the Family History Library, International ar-

ea.  There are well over 6,000 Ortssippenb¿cher listed here.   

Be sure to check the Family History Library Catalog for Ortssippenb¿cher for your town.   I 

did this by starting a search with my town name, Illingen, then in the Rhineland, now in Saar-

land.  A single listing came upé Familienbuch Illingen 1689 bis 1904 by Gerber Hugo.  Since I was 

in the library in Salt Lake City, I accessed this material from their computers.  In a flash, I was able to 

take one family line back to the mid-1600s.  I was thrilled!  I later purchased the CD for my collec-

tion.  

Do not forget, it is always advisable to verify this information.  Some I have verified through 

the Catholic archives in Trier.  The rest will probably not be verifiable due to a lack of records.  How-

ever, I am excited just to have found the information and to be able to enjoy it in my genealogy. 

One more way to try to locate you townôs bookéñGoogleò ité Illingen Ortssippenbuch. You 

might just be in luck!  Use www.google.de so you have the German Google for the best results  

GOOD LUCKééééééé..   Joanne 

By Joanne Ryder 

http://www.ortsfamilienbuecher.de/
http://www.google.de/
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This list has been ongoing in the Heritage as room has allowed. For more of the history and other lists, see pre-

vious issues.   

An asterisk before a name signifies that this name appeared only in the Military Committee's 1863 list. 

"Amount" refers to the allowed amount, unless there is an asterisk before the amount to signify that this was 

the amount claimed in the Military Committee List.  "Others" refers to people other than the claimant who pre-

sented claims, testified or submitted affidavits concerning claims.  "Page" refers to the page number of the 

claim in Report of the Commissioners of Morgan Raid Claims, 1864. 

Morgan's Raid Claims in Hamilton County, Ohio 
by Deb Cyprych 

CLAIMANT POST OFFICE PROPERTY AMOUNT  OTHERS PAGE 

Monger, Wm. C. Sharonville Horse shoes and tools  None  None listed 118 

Mossteller, Jacob Sharonville One horse  $       100  Chas. A. Satcher   

J. Linkmeyer 

118 

Muller, Peter Harrison Cash from person  $         38  None listed 118 

Mumert, Geo. Montgomery Two horses  $       300  Crogymus Cameron            
Josiah Cameron 

118 

Murberger, Mrs. Eli-

za 

Harrison Notions from store  $           7  Mary Cole   Mag-

gie Cole 

118 

Myers, Aaron, sen Sharonville One horse  $         30  J.M. Vorhes       

John McGrew 

118 

Myers, Aaron, jun Montgomery One horse, damages to 

horse regained 

 $       100  Jacob Shuff         

J.M. Vorhes            

A. Myers, jun 

118 

Myers, Andrew Sharonville Two horses  $       300  Alonzo McGrew        

Alph. McCullough       

James Harvey 

118 

Myers, Christopher Sharonville One horse, 4 boxes cigars  $         85  Chas. Schubert     

John B. Williamson 

118 

Myers, Daniel Sharonville Three horses  $       400  Isaac Runyan     

J.M. Vorhes 

118 

Myers, Daniel Preston Damages to horse re-

gained 

 $       100  James Williamson   

J.J. Kelch           

Jos. Mchenry 

120 

Myers, John Preston One horse  $       200  A.M. Wakefield 120 

Myers, Robert S.  Sharonville One horse  $       100  Samuel Shuff      

Geo. Williamson 

120 

(Continued on page 23) 
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CLAIMANT POST OFFICE PROPERTY AMOUNT  OTHERS PAGE 

Nead, Dennis Harrison Horse shoes, nails and 

tools 

 $         20  L.D. Pelton 120 

*Newell, Elbert New Burlington Two horses  $       350      

Newell, John (estate) Springdale Two horses  $       350  Alfred S. Newell    

Sam. McLean        

Elbert Newell        

Jos. B. Hall 

120 

*Nugent, A. Jackson New Haven One horse  $         75      

Nugent, William S.  Miamitown One horse, one bridle  $       125  Evan Breese       

Jno. L. Breese      

Wm. S. Nugent 

120 

Orr, Thomas D.  Harrison One horse, watches, etc. 

from shop 

 $       240  Joseph Barber       

John Doyle          

C.C. Manley 

120 

Osar (*Oser), Mat-

thew 

Sharonville Two horses  $       200  Ches. Schuber       

Daniel Jones 

120 

Oyler, John G. Harrison One watch, cash, pistol, 

clothing, provisions, and 

grain, jewelry, household 

goods, provisions 

 $       200  J.A. Harper 120 

Oyler, Mary Mrs.  Harrison Provisions  None  None listed 120 

Oyler, Thomas P.  Harrison One horse  $         80  Sam'l Bowles       

Thos. McClain       

John Brown 

120 

Oyler, Wm. G. Harrison Three horses, damages to 

horse recovered 

 $       300  James Wright       

John Howard 

120 

*Packer, Hartfield C.  Harrison Nine horses  $       975      

Passmore, H. (estate) Harrison One horse  $         80  Barney Simonson       

Jesse Simonson       

Wm. Simonson 

120 

Patmor, Henry Sharonville One horse  $         80  Samuel F. Beeler       

Arthur C. Ritter 

  

*Patterson, John New Haven Two horses  $       190      

Pfitzer, Adam Cincinnati One horse  $       125  Wm. Pfitzer       

Henry Emhoff 

120 

Phillips, Wm. C.  Sharonville Three horses  $       300  Thos. S. Vail       

Garret Smith       

J.S. Long 

120 

Poole, James Bevis One horse  $       100  R. Carter               

R. Poole 

120 

(Continued on page 24) 
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Poseiner & Miller 

(Poseiner, Wm.        

Miller, Chris) 

Harrison One mule  $       150  Josiah O.Tompkins      
Louis Huber   

120 

Poseiner, Wm. Harrison Cash , watch and chain  $         75  George Beeker 120 

Pottenger, David H. Preston Damages to horse recov'd, 

10 bush. Corn 

 $         50  C.H. Tull               

J.J. Kelch            

D.H. Pottenger         

Amos H. Frost 

120 

Pottenger, John R. Preston Two horses  $       200  Fredrick Gaul          

Wm. Henry Scott        

Henderson W. 

Scott 

120 

Pottenger, Thomas Ross, Butler Co. Three horses  $       225  John Wiley           

George Siegle 

120 

*Pottenger, James R.  New Haven Two horses  $       225      

*Power, James Montgomery One horse  $       175      

Pryor, Fredrick Harrison One horse, damages to 

horse taken and recovered 

 $       125  Wm G. Oyler          

A.D. Krewson 

120 

*Quick, Rinear Sharonville Damage to horse  $         50      

Radcliff, Jas. M. Ross, Butler Co. Two guns  $         15  Lewis Wiley 122 

Ralston, John Montgomery Three horses  $       330  John C. Hunt         

John Johnston 

122 

Redman, John T. 

(Note: A very 

meritorius case, but 

not within the 

province of this 

commision) 

Fulton Loss of services resulting 

from injuries received on 

locomotive of L.M. & C. 

& X. R.R., of which 

claimant was engineer, 

and which was destroyed 

by Morgan. Surgeons bill 

paid. 

 None 

allowed 

(claimed 

$1,306)  

O. W. Nixon, M.D       

W.P. Elston, MD 

122 

Reick, John Sharonville Two horses, harness, 

clothing from store 

 $       430  N. McMaken          

W.C. Monger 

122 

*Reish, Mathias New Burlington Blacksmith tools and 

shoes 

 $    17.90      

Rice, Michael Mt. Airy One horse, halter and 

chain 

 $       125  Michael Kras          

John Sneckers 

122 

Rickeberg, Julius Harrison 30 boxes cigars from 

manufactory 

 $         45  Fred Crouse             

John Heyl 

122 

Riddle, Jacob Springdale One horse  $       125  R.D. Hilts                

John R. Field 

122 

CLAIMANT POST OFFICE PROPERTY AMOUNT  OTHERS PAGE 

(Continued in the next issue) 
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Itôs hard to believe, but Morganôs Raid through the northern edge of Hamilton County, Ohio influenced 

the career path I took more than a century later. 

In July, 1863, John Hunt Morgan and his Confederate soldiers crossed the Ohio River in southeast Indi-

ana, then swept across the Ohio line north of Cincinnati, scaring the bejesus, Iôm sure, out of farmers in the 

area.  

Near the village of Montgomery, they stole fresh horses from a farmer named Todd and, as was their cus-

tom, left their worn-out horses behind.  

The horses left behind showed some trotting gait and the Todd family began to train them (and later their 

descendents) to race. The Todd's built a track on their farm south of Montgomery. 

My father was born in Montgomery in 1915 and ancestors on both sides of his family lived in the area 

when Morgan came through in 1863. But my fatherôs own father died when he was just 10, so my father 

wound up wandering down to the Todd's training track to watch the trotters exercise. They more or less 

adopted the fatherless boy. 

He took an interest in horses and began to go to county fairs in Ohio and race meets elsewhere. He 

served in World War II and then sired three baby boomers, the last one being me. I inherited my fatherôs pas-

sion for horses and worked around them when I was a teenager.  

I earned a journalism degree from Ohio University in 1971 and for 25 years I was the editor of a maga-

zine for the  U.S. Trotting Association, which is based in Columbus. Iôve owned horses myself. 

I find it fascinating that some members of the Todd family have relocated to Delaware, Ohio and they are 

still in the horse racing game almost 150 years after John Hunt Morgan left some worn-out horses on a farm 

in Montgomery.  

MORGANôS RAID IN MONTGOMERY 

By Dean Hoffman 

View of the entry of Morgan's Raiders 

into Washington, Ohio, from Harper's 

Weekly, Saturday, August 15, 1863. In 

July 1863 Confederate Brigadier 

General John Hunt Morgan lead 

approximately 1,400 cavalrymen on a 

13 day raid through southern and 

eastern Ohio. At the Battle of 

Buffington Island, 750 men were 

captured and 300 escaped across the 

Ohio River. Morgan and 400 men 

headed north after the battle and were 

captured in Columbiana County, Ohio. 




