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ohann Adam Mann is an imagined character. Although he did not actually exist, the
circumstances of his fictional life and of his family’s deaths played out in villages
throughout the kingdom, duchies, and independent principalities that comprised the
territory now known as Germany. In many cases, the experiences of Johann Adams
and his fellow villagers were drawn directly from historical individuals. In all cases, the history and sociology of their lives are as historically accurate as existing sources permit.
This account presents the lives of Johann Adam’s family, his neighbors, and their ancestors in a hypothetical village called Hochfeld am Neckar, a typical Evangelisch-Lutheran
village at the northern end of today’s Baden-Württemberg. The purpose of the invention of the
fictitious villagers is to bring to life the historical and cultural elements of German village life.
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1.To further interest and
study of German
speaking immigration in
Ohio.
2.Encourage members to
further research family
histories in Ohio.
3.Promote information
about life, times and
social life of German
speaking emigrants and
descendants.

hortly after his purchase of Hochfeld,
Caspar von Steinweg ordered the villagers to assemble in
front of the church. Even though he was not yet the
Grundherr or Leibherr for all the villagers, he was their
Gerichtsherr. Given his status as the village's sole overlord,
Caspar and his dictates represented the only form of "government" that
existed for Hochfeld in the fifteenth through eighteenth centuries. As such,
each village inhabitant was subject to his dictates, taxes, and fees,
irrespective of whether Caspar was that individual's Grundherr or Leibherr.
In recognition of his position as Hochfeld overlord, Caspar required
that all the Burger and other inhabitants swear homage to him, both
personally and on behalf of their families. Each man was directed to raise
the index finger for God the Son, and the middle finger for the Holy Ghost.
Then, as Caspar's Amtmann or bailiff read the words of the oath, they
repeated after him:

A

utumn has arrived, and it will soon be winter. I took
note that November 8th was the 80th anniversary of
Kristallnacht in Germany and November 11th,
Armistice Day, was the 100th anniversary of the
defeat of Germany by the Allies, ending WWI. On another
note this Christmas Eve was the 150th anniversary of the
American Christmas carol “O Little Town of Bethlehem” and
the 200th anniversary of the Austrian Christmas carol “Silent
Night”. History gives us many things on which to reflect.
The 2018 Ohio Chapter Fall Seminar on October 27th
was well-attended and received high evaluation marks. Dr.
Wolfgang Grams of Oldenburg, Germany provided many
stories of typical German immigrants to the US, for which we
could often see the similarity to the stories of our own
ancestors.
The 2019 Ohio Chapter Spring Seminar looks to be a
great experience, located at the Der Dutchman Restaurant,
Plain City, on April 13th. The highly-regarded genealogy
professional and researcher Warren Bittner will be featured.
Please mark your calendars now to attend.
There is nothing specific to report regarding the work of the Ohio Chapter Pal Am board, but
there is a lot of work being done. One project is the updating of the chapter officer job descriptions.
The International Germanic Genealogy Partnership (IGGP) is now officially a non-profit
organization with a governing board. I have seen the line-up of speakers and presentations for the
June 2019 Sacramento IGGP Conference. It looks to be an outstanding event. Registration is now
open. I hope you will consider attending.
On a personal note I would like to share a memory of the time I took a group to Germany in
the year 2000. After spending a week in the area of our ancestry our group of 22 people met for our
final evening there for conversation with 15 Germans who had in some way hosted our group or
individuals. There was just one conversation occurring as the Germans were on one side of the room
and Americans on the other side. I was in the middle serving as translator and facilitator. As we
were getting ready to bring the event to a close I noticed one of our 80-year-old men was crying but
wanting to talk. He had served in the US army during WWII and had gone through training to be a
soldier, including “brain-washing” and “demonizing,” getting the soldier to the point where he could
shoot at the enemy. At our gathering he noted that, thinking back on the week that just occurred, he
had never been received into homes with greater warmth and hospitality. He noted that he never
thought he could consider Germans as anything except the enemy, yet here he was in a room with
Germans who he now considered to be wonderful people and good friends. He had lived with the
concept of Germans as enemies all his life and was now rejoicing that he could throw off that yoke. I
invited the entire group to stand, join hands, and close the event by praying the “Our Father” in
German and in English. Some memories are worth remembering. Alles Gute! Thomas Gerke

April 13
Spring Seminar with Warren Bittner at Der Dutchman Restaurant, 445 S.
Jefferson Ave., Plain City, OH
June 15-17 International German Genealogy Partnership Conference at Hyatt Regency
Hotel, Sacramento, CA
October 12 Fall Seminar with James Beidler at Der Dutchman Restaurant, 445 S.
Jefferson Ave., Plain City, OH
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ith the success of the inaugural 2017 International German Genealogy Partnership
conference in Minneapolis, plans are moving ahead for the 2019 conference to be
held in Sacramento, CA, on June 15-17th at the Hyatt Regency Hotel. Local host is
the Sacramento German Genealogy Society, https://sggs.us/ or visit
IGGPartnership on Facebook. Conference theme is “Strike It Rich! with Connections 2
Discoveries.”
Hotel reservations are filling up fast. Conference registration will open on or about November 1,
2018.
So far planned presentation tracks include:
Advancing Your Research – Skill-building techniques and tips for novice to advanced
researchers.
Regional Focus – Austrian Empire, Bavaria, Posen, Prussia, Saxony, Switzerland, and beyond.
DNA/Technology – Websites, software, DNA; sharing your research.
History and Culture – Historical influences, migration, religion, rites and rituals; daily life.
Eureka! – Other topics and golden nuggets to discover.
Many speakers at the 2017 conference are returning, including:
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Ingeborg Carpenter, M.A.

Bill Cole, M.A.

Michael D. Lacopo, DVM

Debra Hoffman

Teresa Steinkamp McMillin, C.G.

Roger P. Minert, Ph.D., A.G.

Gail Shaffer Blankenbau, M.A.

Timo Kracke

Fritz Juengling, Ph.D., A.G.

Kenneth W. Heger, Ph.D.
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uccessful genealogical research is conducted through interaction with the living, and we
quickly find that both distant cousins and shared-interest acquaintances are valuable
resources to identify and nurture.
Internet-based public trees and message boards are basic ways to connect with distant
cousins and special-interest acquaintances. I like to take the first step by posting a carefully written
query and a public tree that cites sources. My credibility and attractiveness as a genealogy partner
are at stake. I use the same criteria when evaluating other people’s posts and public trees. I tend to
ignore huge, undocumented public trees even when there is some overlap with my tree.
I find that researchers like to share their expertise and research findings, so I try to make it

easy for them to do so by posting specific, actionable queries. The following is a successful query
that I posted on a Bavarian genealogy forum. It somehow survived online translation into German.
Greetings,
Can someone help me locate an Orssippenbuch or the Catholic Church records for Mauth-Annathal,
in Freyung-Grafenau, Niederbayern?
I am researching Joseph Mathe, born 1829 in Annathal, and his wife Theresia Weber, born 1851.
They immigrated to Pennsylvania, USA on 10 January 1890 with four children: Joseph, Theresia,
Ludwig, and George.
Thank you.

A kind Bavarian genealogist quickly responded. He provided the website address for the
online church registers and used his skills to find the children’s birth records, their parent’s
marriage record, and the identity of their parents. He then thoughtfully summarized all of this
information in his response. I had given him enough specific information to make it easy for him to
help me.
I have connected with many valued collaborators using public trees and message boards.
Sandy, my Canadian 5th cousin, is among the first and undoubtedly the most significant. She
contacted me after reading my response to another person’s post on Ancestry.com. We collaborated
to confirm the relationship between the US immigrant Klein brothers that had stayed in Ontario,
Canada, after emigrating from Germany in 1834. Sandy had identified the home village in
Germany, and we worked together over several months documenting our German ancestors. I
identified record sources and searched LDS microfilm; Sandy translated the records and organized
the complex family trees. We continue to collaborate.
Gordon, another online friend, contacted me after discovering through a posted query that
we were both researching emigrants from the same area in Saarland. I was able to connect him with
German record sources, and he has shared his vast knowledge of German history and political
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geography. He also determined that I am a distant relative of his wife.
Sometimes you can connect successfully with new cousins by bring uninhibited and lucky.
Several years ago, my wife Jan and I visited Whitehaven, Pennsylvania, where her Bavarian
immigrant grandfather had been raised. We visited the Catholic cemetery and found the graves of
some of her immigrant ancestors. Filled with a feeling of success, we broke for lunch at a local
diner. On a lark I asked the waitress is she knew the Mathe family. “Of course, our cook’s maiden
name is Mathe,” she responded. We obtained the phone number and made the call. After a brief
conversation, the cook referred Jan to Kim, the Mathe family genealogist. Kim quickly confirmed
the family relationship, shared family stories, and the identity of the Bavarian home village. Since
that breakthrough, we have been able to return the favor by providing Kim with the results of our
research of the Mathe family in Bavaria.
My most fruitful contacts with distant cousins and shared-interest acquaintances are
ongoing, collaborative, and always mutually beneficial.
Permission to reprint the following article has been graciously granted by the Germanic Genealogy Society (GGS)
publishers of the Germanic Genealogy Journal (ISSN 1548-3150). This article is from the Spring 2011 issue - Vol.
14, No. 2. © 2011 Germanic Genealogy Society.
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hen we lose someone close to us, it is always difficult to find the right
words to summarize his passing. The phrase “He shall be missed” seems
wholly insufficient. Such is the emotion behind the recent death of our
friend and fellow member, Tom Swinehart, membership registrar of the
Ohio Chapter, Palatines to America.
Thomas Warren Swinehart of Lancaster, Ohio, died on December 20th due to complications
resulting from surgery. He was 75 years old and had served as OH PalAm’s membership registrar for nearly
eight years, receiving his appointment in April 2011. He organized and updated the computerization of the
membership records, applying an attention to detail and care needed to vastly improve the chapter’s ability
to manage its membership roster.
Devoted husband to Carol (Foss) Swinehart, Tom was a graduate of Muskingum University. He
received a Masters Degree in Geology from Miami University in 1969.
He served his country as a military policeman in the US Army, including a tour of duty in Vietnam.
Upon his discharge, he married Carol and they were happily married for 47 years.
Tom worked as a geologist with AEP for 28 years, moving from Charleston, WV, to Athens, OH
and finally to Lancaster where he and Carol resided for 41 years. After his retirement from AEP, he worked
as a financial advisor for CKFS Web Page Design, served on the finance committee and board of the United
Methodist Community Ministries, and as finance chair for Mills Memorial UMC, his hometown church in
Lancaster.
The Board of Trustees extends its heartfelt condolences to Carol and her family. Donations in
memory of Tom Swinehart may be made to Mills Memorial UMC at 402 N. Broad St., Lancaster, Ohio
43130, or given in his memory to OH-PalAm, P. O. Box 302, Worthington, OH 43085.

“I swear to God to be true and faithful to my lord, Caspar von Steinweg,
and to be obedient to his commandments and prohibitions. I will safeguard his
property and dedicate myself to his well-being, and I will contribute my labor to
his profit and advantage. I pledge to help enforce his will, insuring that his
mandates are obeyed by all persons, be they neighbor or stranger, rich or poor,
and I will accept no inducements from others that might contravene my lord's best
interests. I will inform the lord or his representative of any transgressions by
others against his commandments. I will not agitate against the lord in any way,
nor will I attempt to move from Hochfeld without informing the lord. I swear to
account the faithfulness of my service before God Almighty on the Day of
Judgment.”

After all the villagers had sworn their fealty and obedience to Caspar, he announced that he
had drawn up a set of village ordinances or Dorfordnungen. The purpose of the new ordinances, he
informed them with an ironic smile, was to guide them so that they could live together in harmony,
both with him and among themselves, in a godly and productive manner. Caspar then directed his
Amtmann to read them aloud to the assembled crowd.
The Amtmann began to read, and he continued to drone on and on, to the villagers' shock,
for almost an hour. As he read one prohibition after another, a murmur of protest swept through the
crowd in the form of muttered comments and head shakings as the villagers began to comprehend
the degree to which these Dorfordnungen would intrude into their personal lives and prerogatives.
For example, the village strictures concerning the treatment of strangers grew out of the restrictions
listed in Caspar's original Ordnungen. But there were dozens of other restrictions and requirements,
many far more intrusive, including:
•

•
•

•

•
•

•
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All villagers are directed to attend church each Sunday, festival day, and for weddings and
funerals. Only on very important grounds may someone miss a service. Persons who fail to
attend will be fined; continued absences will result in physical punishment. Likewise, any
sacrilegious acts or blaspheming will be punished.
No one may work on Sundays and holidays except during harvest, unless bad weather threatens
the crop or the hay is in danger of blight from the rain.
The Freiherr reserves the right to select and to dismiss at any time, any villager for any office or
official duty, including the mayor (Schultheiss) and the village council (Gericht). If an
individual for a lower office is selected by the community, the Freiherr reserves the right to
affirm or to overturn the community's selection.
In case of a riot, death, or inappropriate disturbance in the town or within its boundaries, the
Schultheiss and other officials may require the help of everyone in the town. If someone is not
involved in an impending disturbance but he knows or hears about it, it is his duty to hasten to
the scene and render whatever kind of aid is possible.
If the Freiherr, the Amtmann, or the Schultheiss call together the entire community and someone
fails to appear, he will be penalized 8 pfennigs.
No Bürger should wantonly or willfully inflict any disgrace, dishonor, or damage on another.
The subjects should live with one another in a Christian and friendly manner. If something
results in a grievance, he should take it to the Gericht. The Schultheiss and Gericht will
determine and implement an appropriate remedy. Under pain of punishment, it is forbidden for
any citizen to pursue his grievance in a court outside the village. If there is a debt owed of 20
gulden or more, one should bring the case before the Herrschaft. Any inhabitant or stranger who
is assessed a fine must pay it within 8 days. In case this deadline is missed, the fine will be
doubled. If someone is too poor to pay a fine, he will be locked in the tower for a period to equal
a fourth gulden for each day.
Each inhabitant has pledged himself in accordance with his oath that he will inform the
authorities concerning anything detrimental that relates to the rights, annuities, rents, mortgages,

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•
•
•

•

•

•
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interest or anything similar that has or will take place. Also, each person has pledged that if the
community, the church, the school, the sacristy, is affected, he will notify the authorities.
Each person should alert the authorities if a stranger or neighbor has overused the pasture or
sheep-run, if a boundary stone has fallen, or if the authorities have been defrauded concerning
rents, tithes, or taxes. If anyone has seen or heard something concerning a death, murder,
robbery, marital breakup, or other similar evil, his oath requires him to report it.
Anyone who drinks to excess or is thriftless will be punished. Anyone found in the tavern after 9
p.m. in summer or 8 p.m. in winter will pay a fine of a half gulden, and the tavern keeper will be
fined a gulden for serving him. No one should be out on the streets after these hours without a
significant justification.
Excessive gambling is prohibited. Anyone who engages in dice, cards, or any other game is not
allowed to bet more than a pfennig. Anyone who exceeds a daily total of 15 kreuzer a day will
be fined 5 schillings.
No subject should deal with a Jew or take money from him at a usurious interest rate. Anyone
who nevertheless does this will be subject to high punishment by the Herrschaft. Jews may
receive nothing for their lent-out money, their attendant expenses, or their penalties.
Anyone who hires a farm servant or laborer from outside the village must present the servant to
the Schultheiss within 14 days. The servant must swear to the Schultheiss that he will abide by
the same requirements and prohibitions as all the other residents of Hochfeld.
Concerning marriages for Leibeigene villagers: No one should live with, have lewd dealings
with, or pair off his children with a dishonorable person. Clandestine marriages, i.e., entered into
without the blessing of the Freiherr or the pastor, will result in corporal punishments, fines, and
time in the tower. One may marry only with the advanced knowledge of the Gericht, parents,
guardian, or the next of kin. The Freiherr must consent to all marriages. Any villager who
wishes to make a marriage outside the village must also have the assent of that place's ruling
authority.
No village festivities and weddings may take place without the knowledge and consent of the
Herrschaft. No one is allowed to spend too much money on a wedding. Even when rich people
marry, they may not invite more people than can be seated at four tables unless they have special
circumstances and the approval of the lord.
Bakers, innkeepers, and butchers are warned to measure their products accurately and to insure
that they do not cheat anyone. They must maintain accurate scales to insure that their bread,
meat, and drink products match the mandatory amounts. Bread, meat, and wine must meet a
consistent quality standard. Any violations will be punished.
From now on, no one is allowed to pick grapes before the general harvest, except for the pastor,
wardens, cellar master, the Freiherr's cooper, or the herdsman.
Likewise, no one may take in his harvest before the Freiherr's servant has removed his share
(Zehnt or tithe) from the fields.
The Herrschaft retains the right to invalidate any sales agreement entered into by one or more
villagers, for the four-week period following the agreement.
No villager may hunt, cut wood, or herd cattle in the Herrschaft forest or anyplace else within
the boundaries of the village. No villager may take eggs out of the nests of the wild ducks and
other fowls. Likewise, it is forbidden to fish or to trap crabs in the brooks of the Herrschaft. The
fine for violating these prohibitions is 6 florin. If someone allows his dog to run in the forest, his
fine is 1 florin. Anyone caught in the forest with a rifle or crossbow is subject to a fine of 3
florin.
In the past, it has been customary for villagers in the autumn to graze their livestock in the
Herrschaft woods on fallen acorns and beechnuts. This practice is now strictly forbidden, subject
to a fine of 6 florin or more.
All the villagers' garden plots along the Wimpfener Strasse must be fenced so that cows will stay
out. Anyone whose cow does damage is liable for a penalty of 6 pfennigs, more if the damage is
serious.
After harvest, the village swine will be penned in the fields to forage, then the cattle, and finally
the geese. If a village herder fails to wait until receiving permission for his turn, he will be fined
5 schillings.

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•

No one is allowed to harvest grass from the pastures. It is the duty of each inhabitant to inform
on any violators of this rule. Anyone who holds a piece of ground with pastureland must insure
that their grass does not spill over onto a neighbor's holdings.
No one may cross a common field, not even on foot, but must stay on the designated paths. An
exception would be if the path is covered by water, so that to use it would cause damage. In this
case the Schultheiss must be informed so that an alternative temporary path can be designated.
Anyone who takes down a straight, well-growing tree from the Herrschaft woods or the
community woods will be assessed a fine of 3 Pfunds. Anyone who trespasses in the Herrschaft
woods will be fined 5 schillings. Effective immediately, residents may take lumber or firewood
only after paying the Herrschaft the appropriate fee.
No inhabitant may sell or give away firewood, kindling, stakes, or other wood outside of the
community, although he may sell or give it away to another village resident.
Residents whose holdings abut the Herrschaft estate or forest and whose property is not
adequately maintained will be fined. If any villager whose field abuts the Herrschaft forest
allows undergrowth to become established, his land may be confiscated. No subject is allowed to
create new paths over the meadows of the Herrschaft through the act of driving, riding, or
walking across them.
Houses, barns, sheds, and stables must be maintained in good condition. Whenever a house is
constructed, the foundation may not sit directly on the ground but must rest on at least two
footings. These regulations should insure the durability of any building.
It has been the practice that if a house's fire goes out, the residents send their child to a neighbor
to borrow some embers from their hearth. Because of fire hazard, this practice must be stopped.
Every subject should be aware of fire hazard at all times. Each house must keep a leather bucket
and an axe handy and be ready to assist in putting out a burning house or other building.
The village must employ two house and field inspectors whose job it is to insure fireplaces and
buildings are fire-worthy. Anyone cited by these individuals will be subject to a 3-pfund fine.
Anyone whose fields or vineyards are not maintained in an orderly fashion will be subject to the
same fine.
No one may break flax and hemp or dry fruit within the village proper because of the danger of
fire. Flax and hemp are to be broken only outside of the residential area in the area called the
Breakhole. Penalty for noncompliance is 1 gulden.

By the time the Amtmann finished reading, the villagers had given up their muttering and
were standing before him silently, in shock and disbelief at what they had heard. Admittedly, some
of the Freiherr's new ordinances were not so very different than the rules that the villagers had long
ago established for themselves, and some of the regulations and restrictions were similar to the
informal rules they had lived with under the Freiherr's predecessor, the Freiherr von Oberdorf.
They could all agree on the restrictions meant to insure their safety, such as the prohibition
against sending a child to borrow live embers, or the restrictions that protected property and income,
such as the prohibition against cutting across cultivated fields. At one time or another, all of them
had grumbled about being shorted by the butcher, baker, or innkeeper. But some of the provisions
struck them as unreasonably intrusive, such as the requirement to obtain the lord's permission before
marrying. And others, such as the prohibition against grazing their swine on acorns and beechnuts,
cut squarely into their livelihoods. They were accustomed to fattening their pigs before the autumn
slaughter. The prohibition would both curtail their income and reduce their already scarce supply of
meat products to see them through the winter.
The former lord had prohibited the Hochfeld villagers from hunting large game, but he had
looked the other way when they hunted small mammals or fished in the streams that fed the Neckar
River. These losses also had a direct impact on the amount of protein available in the villagers' diets.
Finally, many villagers lacked the extra money they would now have to pay for firewood, which
could again endanger the health of their families over the cold, damp winter seasons.
But worse was yet to come. In short order, the Freiherr and his Amtmann began to squeeze
the villagers for income through a variety of methods that kept many of them on the brink - and
sometimes over the brink - of extreme poverty. The villagers had been accustomed to paying a
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Zehnt or tithe to maintain their local church and priest, and for the past century, part of that tithe had
been owed to a priority in Wimpfen.
Now, however, the Freiherr had purchased the priory's share and he controlled the
disposition of the entire Zehnt. Over the next few years, the villagers watched as the Freiherr
diverted the bulk of the Zehnt to enrich his own coffers, leaving less than ever to support the local
parish priest and church.
In addition, Caspar's Amtmann proved particularly ingenious in inventing new taxes, fees,
and duties on every kind of income, life event, and transfer of property. And the unpaid labor
services that the Freiherr's tenants owed him, which formerly had been fairly informal and relatively
moderate, became formal, specific, and burdensome.
This unpaid labor, or Frondienst, included several categories of mandatory service. Most, but
not all, of the Frondienst obligation derived from a villager's tenant status; however, there were
separate requirements to support community public works projects, for example, for which all
villagers shared a labor obligation. Frondienst categories included hand labor, carting labor,
message carrying, hunt services such as beating the game into the open, fishing labor, building
services, and field labor.
The Freiherr set his Frondienst requirements based on the resources available in each
household, so that the households of the wealthiest tenants each owed 12 days of labor, which
included provision of the villagers' own horses and carts. The middling tenant households who
lacked horse and cart each owed 12 days of labor without horse and cart; if they could provide a
horse and cart for their labor, they owed only six days. Only the very poorest villagers were excused
from the labor requirement; they remained subject to Frondienst until 70 years of age.
Each person was required to bring his own tools when called to perform his Frondienst. The
Freiherr could order villagers to discharge their Frondienst not just in Hochfeld but in any of his
other villages. If the Freiherr ended up not needing his entire yearly quota of labor from one of his
serfs, he instead required that person to pay him a fee or Frongeld.
The Frondienst requirement would survive in many villages until the mid-nineteenth century,
and in some villages until the twentieth. Villagers so despised the demeaning Frondienst that the
quality of labor they rendered was often as poor and as slow as the villagers could manage to make
it. For the middling or poor villagers who sought to increase their family's income by performing
day labor, the Frondienst also cut into the time they had available to earn wages.
With regard to the financial burdens imposed on the villagers in the form of taxes, rents,
fees, and tithes, one researcher has placed the overall rate of these obligations as high as one-half of
the villagers' annual income.
In addition to any rents, mortgages, and mortgage interest, there were three types of tithes
due: The Great Tithe, taken as a tenth of the corn, oats, buckwheat, spelt, barley, and other cereals;
the Small Tithe, a tenth taken of all cabbages, turnips, hemp, flax, fruits, and some livestock; and the
Blood Tithe, which was calculated based on cattle ownership and was often taken in money rather
than in kind. While these tithes were normally set at ten percent as implied by the name, some
locales set different rates.
Other taxes and fees included, but were not limited to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Laudemialgebühren, the transfer fees charged parties in the transfer of a tenancy. The departing
tenant paid a Weglözin, while the new tenant paid a Handlohn.
Erdschatz or Lehengeld, the entry fee charged a new tenant or a receiving heir when he assumed
a house or land holding; this was separate from the transfer fee.
Nachsteuer, a supplementary tax owed on any mortgages held on any house, field strip,
meadow, vineyard, or other real property.
Umbgeld, a consumption tax on wine and beer.
A variety of annual fees, assessed on the village bakers, butchers, smiths, and anyone who kept
doves.
Schutzgeld, protection fees, one assessed on Jews and another assessed on all male and female
inhabitants.
Geflügelzinsen, a poultry tax, assessed on all serfs as a sign of their subservience to the Freiherr.

•
•

Fruchtgülten, the annual lease fee for property, paid in a fixed amount of wheat, rye, and oats.
Perhaps most hated, the death tax, known variously as the Hauptrecht, the Besthaupt, and the
Todfall. Most commonly, it required the payment from an estate of a man, his best cow, horse,
or hog; and from the estate of a woman, her best dress. However, it could be set at an
impossibly high level in order to force the heirs to yield their freehold property to the
Grundherr. What most incensed the villagers was that Caspar demanded a third to a half of an
estate as death tax even if the deceased was not his Leibeigene.

Four years after Caspar imposed the Dorfordnungen on Hochfeld, the village experienced
the wettest and coldest summer that any of them could remember. Planting had been late that year
because the fields were too wet to plough, so the seeds had gone in late. A significant percentage
of the seeds rotted before they could germinate, and those plants that sprouted remained yellow
and spindly. By July, the villagers knew that there would not be enough food harvested in the
autumn to feed themselves and their livestock over the winter. There was no recourse, but to turn
to the Freiherr for relief.
While Caspar recognized his obligation to assist the villagers through the difficult season
ahead, he also saw the situation as an opportunity. He could use the crisis to further his goals of
extending Leibeigene status and increasing his rental income. Through his Amtmann, Caspar let it
be known that he would forgive the rent of any tenant who could prove his family's need during
the coming winter, and he would insure that they received seeds to plant in the spring. Any free
man who agreed to become a serf of Caspar would receive similarly generous terms. But for those
individuals who were not tenants of his, Caspar offered to advance them food and seeds at a rate of
repayment that would soon force them to surrender their lands.
Among the Hochfeld villagers, there existed an ever-shrinking group of Burger who were
both free and who were not tenants of any lord. Although they were still subject to the Grundherr's
tithes and too many of the fees, they took great pride in their
independence. They were determined to resist what they
perceived as Caspar's extortion, and they threw themselves into
the project of organizing resistance among the villagers. To the
free men who were Caspar's tenants, these leaders talked about
the tenants' impending loss of dignity and autonomy. To Caspar's
serfs who owned part or all of their own property, the leaders
emphasized the injury that the loss of property would cause to
their children. And the leaders warned those villagers who were
already bound to Caspar as tenants and serfs that if Caspar's
maneuver went unchecked, his future tyranny would know no
bounds.
It took the insurgents almost six weeks, but finally these leaders
had won the support of a majority of villagers. The Schultheiss,
who was trapped in his dual role of representing the interests
both of the Freiherr and the villagers, refused to support the
protesters, but they had been able to win the endorsement of over
half the village court or Gericht. Their spokesman was Jörg
Peasant Woodcut
Mann, whose ancestors had been farming in Hochfeld since the
tenth century. Jörg and his deputation asked for a meeting with the Amtmann to state their
grievances and present their demands.
The Freiherr's actions, Jörg informed the Amtmann, were coercive, illegal under the "good
old law" of Germanic custom, and in violation of Caspar's duty to protect and support them. The
majority of villagers were protesting Caspar's actions, and they respectfully asked him to
reconsider his proposed actions. They were willing to work with the Herrschaft to find an
accommodation acceptable to both sides. However, Jörg declared, the village was prepared to act
if Caspar would not listen. In that case, the villagers would refuse to perform Frondienst. They
would immediately begin to cut wood for firewood and lumber from the forest, and they would
resume the practice of fattening their hogs on acorns and beechnuts. They would withhold the
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Small Tithe because the village families needed to conserve all available foodstuffs for the coming
winter. And finally, despite the vow that the Freiherr had forced them to take four years earlier, the
villagers were prepared to take their grievances to the imperial court. In violation of his
responsibility to protect them, he was illegally pressing them into serfdom and he was stealing their
lands.
In his study of the interrelationship between lord and peasant in Hohenlohe villages just a
few kilometers to the east of Hochfeld, one scholar concluded:
“The authority and power of the [territorial lords] ... appear less secure,
less certain, than is sometimes supposed. This followed not simply from the
poorly developed structures of… authority and domination in the countryside, but
also from the fact that power rested, to a degree still not fully understood, on
villagers sharing in the process of their domination.

“[T]he key to peasant loyalty and obedience was reciprocity. A lord could
legitimately press his authority only by providing his peasants with 'protection' ...
Peasant loyalty was therefore a quality that no lord ever took for granted. Loyalty
was evoked with a customary oath of loyalty, but then it had to be renewed
repeatedly in peasants through concrete actions.”

Caspar was stung and angry at this revolt in his lands, and he toyed with terminating the
leases and expelling the families of all the protesters. However, he knew that it would harm his own
livelihood as well as theirs. He was also not interested in creating an angry and sullen populace that
would find ways to sabotage his actions and income. He decided to bide his time; the plans he had
put in place, especially his use of high death duties, would eventually bring most of the villagers
onto his rent rolls and serf listing, anyway.
On 1 November 1493, Caspar signed an agreement with the Hochfeld villagers entitled the
Allerheiligener Vertrag, in which he promised to extend rent forgiveness and to provide spring
seeds to all villagers in need during the coming winter. More importantly, he rolled back some of
the restrictions from his Dorfordnungen. In return, the villagers acceded to certain prohibitions in
writing:
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•

For needed firewood and lumber, the Freiherr will allocate, from the Herrschaft woodlands, a
half-morgen of woodland to each farmer and one- third of a morgen to each cottager. The
lumber allotment will be without charge, but the firewood will require payment of a small
allotment by the village of Hochfeld.

•

For the building and maintenance of the jurisdiction fences, the villagers may not take timber
from the lordly woods. However, villagers may take hawthorn plants from the Herrschaft
woodlands and plant them to form natural fences around their gardens.

•

Villagers agree to plant three saplings for every tree taken from their allocation.

•

Villagers may graze their pigs on acorns and nuts in the lord's oak and beech groves from 20
September until 21 December each year, upon payment by the village of 3 batzer.

•

Villagers may hunt small predators such as wolves and foxes. They may also hunt hares found
on community property. Fishing and hunting other game are forbidden.

•

The villagers will place their best dogs at the Freiherr's disposal for the hunt.

•

The villagers agree to provide up to 12 days of Frondienst each year in accordance with the
current practice. The lord agrees to provide meals to all persons performing Frondienst.

In 1784, a descendent of Jörg Mann, 30 generations removed, was born in Hochfeld -Johann Adam Mann, our protagonist. What is most noteworthy about the relationship between
village and lord in the year of Johann Adam's birth was how little had changed since Jörg mounted
his protest over Caspar's heavy-handed behavior. In 1784, the Freiherr von Steinweg was still the
Grundherr of most of the village residents. The majority of villagers were still his serfs. They
continued to pay him the tithes, rents, fees, and taxes that their ancestors had paid his ancestors for
almost 350 years. Most remarkably, they continued to owe him Frondienst.
On August 6, 1806, the last emperor abdicated following a military loss to Napoleon and,
with the stroke of his pen, the Holy Roman Empire ceased to exist. Napoleon had already occupied
southwest Germany, and one month earlier he had consolidated the welter of small territories and
principalities in that area into the Confederation of the Rhine. As the Freiherr's villages were
absorbed, some into the Kingdom of Württemberg and others into the Grand Duchy of Baden, the
independent rule of the Steinweg barons came to an end. Hochfeld became part of Baden.
Baden had abolished the institution of serfdom in the late eighteenth century. For its new
territories, however, serfdom did not end with their incorporation into their new country. A difficult
transitional period lasted into the 1870s as each former territory negotiated a new tenant-landlord
relationship at its own speed and in its own way. In the Steinweg territories, serfdom or
Leibeigenschaft finally ended in 1820.
In 1833, the same year that legislation ended the tithing system in Baden, the Grand Duchy
converted the service obligation of Frondienst to an annual payment of 95 gulden. A family could
liquidate their Fron requirement forever by a relatively steep payment of 1,140 gulden, payable over
12 years. Half of the payment was defrayed by the Grand Duchy, and the village of Hochfeld carried
notes for the remainder at an interest rate of 4 percent. In October 1847, the Steinweg family agreed
to a redemption agreement by which villagers could buyout the Freiherr's interest in their tenancies.
The cost of the redemption plan averaged 1,270 florin-far beyond the financial capability of many
villagers to pay.
This half-decade was a period of displacement and mobility as many tenants gave up their
holdings, unable to afford their property redemption. The Steinweg family, however, allowed all
their tenants to remain in place as leaseholders. The tithes, taxes, and fees did not go away just
because the Freiherr was no longer the villagers' ruler. Over time, they simply converted to
payments of various sorts to the Badenese government or its agencies.
In 1833, Johann Adam's financial situation was only marginally better than it had been in
1816. There was no hope that he would be able to buy himself out of the Frondienst system. And in
October 1847, Johann Adam could not participate when villagers were offered the opportunity to
assume clear title to the lands they had held, some of them for centuries; he had died in 1835. His
son Jacob no longer lived in Hochfeld. By the time that he died, Jacob had achieved wealth and
property beyond anything his father ever could have dreamed for him - but he had been forced to
leave Hochfeld to find that better life.
Coming in the Winter 2019 issue of Palatine Heritage -- Our Daily Bread, Part 2:
Marriage and Inheritance.
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Vas you ever in Zinzinnati?
The Queen City of the West welcomes PalAm—June 17-20, 2020
At the historic Netherland Hilton Hotel, downtown Cincinnati
The Ohio Chapter of Palatines to
America invites you to experience the
past, present, and future in Cincinnati
for our 2020 National Conference.
**********
There is so much to do and see in the
queen city—come early or stay late to
take in all the

RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES
The Public Library of Cincinnati and
Hamilton County—the fifth largest
genealogical collection in the nation
The Cincinnati History Library and Archives—located in the Cincinnati Museum
Center, the former Union Terminal, an art
deco architectural masterpiece
The National Underground Freedom
Center & Museum—including the Family
History Center
The University of Cincinnati Archives
and Rare Books Library
The Cincinnati Police Museum
The Cincinnati Fire Museum

wonders of the queen city

THURSDAY TOUR POSSIBILITIES
•

A day in over the rhine

•

Union terminal—Cincinnati muse-

um center including the archives
•

GERMAN HERITAGE MUSEUM

•

SPRING GROVE CEMETERY

•

MOUNT ADAMS

•

COVINGTON MAINSTRASSE

•

Downtown Segway tour

•

On & off the streetcar around the
city
Topics of Interest

LIBRARY LOCK-IN
AT THE
PUBLIC LIBRARY OF CINCINNATI AND
HAMILTON COUNTY
Have singular access to all the Library has to
offer, including internet access, Library
databases, and the stacks, with assistance from
Genealogy & Local History Department Librarians.

German Migration to the West—did your
ancestors come through Cincinnati?
The Courthouse Burned Down—A Lot!
Beer Barons and Brewers
George Remus, Cincinnati Bootlegger
How Prohibition affected German Immigrants
Photo Tour of Over the Rhine

T

he first German immigrants to America sailed from London to Philadelphia in July of
1683 aboard the Concord (sometimes referred to as the German Mayflower) carrying 33
German immigrants from 13 families. They were seeking religious freedom and the
promise of their own land. Prior to sailing, none other than William Penn had sold the
families large tracts of land in Germantown, PA, which was then a two-hour walk from
Philadelphia.
The leader of the Concord immigrants was Francis Daniel Pastorius, a well-educated
lawyer, poet, scholar, schoolteacher, and abolitionist. He is credited as the founder of
Germantown, now a part of Greater Philadelphia.
It was a successful voyage, but not a pleasant one. Pastorius wrote:
“We had on the whole way mostly unfavorable wind, much storm and tempest. Almost all the
passengers were seasick for several days. Our ship was made to tremble by the repeated attacks of a whale.
The fare on board was very bad.”

Three hundred years after the voyage of the Concord, the trip was commemorated by
nearly identical USA and German stamps. On the German stamp is the phrase Einwanderung der
ersten Deutschen in Amerika, which means “Immigration of the first Germans to America.”
In 1776, when the American Declaration of Independence was written, about 30% of
Pennsylvania residents spoke German. So, naturally, the Declaration was translated into German,
and eventually found its way to Germany.
The possibility of beginning a better life in America inspired hope for millions of German
people who lived under a suffocating feudal system. In Germany, most sons and daughters were
fated to do what their fathers and mothers did. For example, if your parents were tenant farmers,
you were probably destined be a tenant farmer or a tenant farmer's wife.
A typical tenant farmer had to work about 4 months just to pay off the landlord's yearly
rent. Plus, a tenant farmer was required to perform a wide range of chores and services for the
landlord. Another driving force for emigration was that young men were required to perform
military service. In Germany, your life was not your own; few citizens could even hope to own
land. Over time, what started as a trickle of German immigrants in 1683 eventually turned into a
deluge.
In enlightened America, immigrants believed that they could start anew, own their own
land, chart their own life, and so be free to pursue happiness. But first, you had to figure out how
to get to America. The cost of passage
was about 40 talers (dollars). A typical
German earned perhaps 15 talers a
year, so it took about three years to
save enough money to pay for passage
to America. Over time, numerous
"travel agencies" sprouted up all over
Germany to help those wishing to
emigrate.
Non-English-speaking German
immigrants were coached on how to
use phonetic German phrases to help
them acquire land in America. For
example, consider the German
sentence, "Ei vaunt tub bei somm land."
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Spoken phonetically, this sentence sounds like the English sentence, "I want to buy some land."
Ellis Island was active as an immigrant processing center from 1892 to 1954. Dr. Grams
used a similar photo to epitomize a wonderful moment for typical immigrants. Their backs are
turned toward their homeland as they look toward New York City with the faith and the hope for a
better life in the promised land of America.
Emma Lazarus' 1883 sonnet related to the Statue of Liberty which was viewed by all Ellis
Island immigrants:
"Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!" cries she
With silent lips. "Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!"

More About Dr. Grams: Dr. Wolfgang Grams was born in 1953 in Vietze/Gorleben,
Germany. He is the founder and owner of "Research & Travel: Routes to the Roots," a
heritage-travel business, which evolved from a research project in migration studies at
the University of Oldenburg Germany, where Dr. Grams taught until 1996.
Grams worked with Ancestry.com for seven years and has conducted many
lectures and presentations in Germany and the United States. He lives in Oldenburg in
northwest Germany. His travel company provides services that help family historians, amateur
genealogists, or simply the curious traveler to discover more about their ancestors. As part of his
service, Grams' staff does pre-research so that you "hit the ground running" with meaningful
ancestor-related activities immediately upon your arrival in Germany. Typically, he will arrange to
meet you at the place where your ancestor lived and serve as your tour guide to help put you in
touch with your past. The cost of these services is about $250/half-day and $500/full day,
excluding lodging. For more information, visit www.roots-in-germany.de and www.routes.de.
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W

arren Bittner,CG® well-known genealogical researcher
and lecturer, will be the featured speaker at the Spring
2019 Seminar of the Ohio Chapter, Palatines to America
on Saturday, April 13th at Der Dutchman Restaurant in
Plain City, Ohio. The list of topics will be as follows:
•
•
•
•

How German History Affects Research
Germany and its Legal Records
Bads, Bergs, Burgs, and Bachs
Meyers Gazetter

The recipient of the National Genealogical Society’s 2011 Writing Contest, Bittner lectures
widely at conferences and workshops around the country on methodology and German research
topics. His award-winning NGS article – “Without Land, Occupation, Rights, or Marriage
Privilege: The Büttner Family from Bavaria to New York” – also received the NGS’s Award of
Excellence in 2012.
Bittner is a former trustee for the Board of Certification of Genealogists and a former
German Collection Manager at the Family History Library in Salt Lake City. He has coordinated
German research tracks at the Institute of Genealogy and Historical Research (IGHR), the
Genealogical Research Institute of Pittsburgh (GRIP), and the Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy
(SLIG).
He holds a Master’s degree in history from Utah State University. His Master’s thesis
examined the social factors affecting illegitimacy in 19th century Bavaria.

T

he Spring 2019 Seminar is priced at $45 for members, $55 for non-members, and includes
a full syllabus, four seminar sessions, a vendor showcase, a continental breakfast featuring
Der Dutchman’s famous German pastries, coffee and juice. Lunch includes a full buffet
with broasted chicken and roast beer, mashed potatoes, noodles, stuffing, various hot vegetables, green salad, rolls and a variety of desserts.
During this seminar, the Ohio Chapter, Palatines to America’s will host its 2019 Annual Meeting, including the election of officers and directors for the year.
SEE PAGE 78 FOR THE REGISTRATION FORM

The following new Chapter members joined between August and October 2018:
TUESDAY ASHLEY– CLARKSTON, WA
ROBERTA CAITO– INDIANAPOLIS, IN
MELANIE CRAIN– DURHAM, NC
ARDELLA GUTH– ALEXANDRIA, VA
SARA HALLEY– PLAIN CITY, OH
STAN KEIM– SABETHA, KS
ANGELA KING-DURGIN– BALTIMORE, OH
BARBARA KNAPP– WESTERVILLE, OH
LINDA METCALF– LUCAS, OH
WILLIAM & MARTHA MILLER–BLOOMINGTON, IL
SHAUN MULLER– SIMI VALLEY, CA
KATHRYN ROBINSON– COLUMBIA, MD
WILLIAM SCHWIEGERAHT– SUMMERFIELD, NC
GEORGIA SIEGEL–GAHANNA, OH
SYLVIA VANHOUTEN– MIDDLEBURGH, NY
BONNIE WILLIAMS– CENTERVILLE, OH
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The roster of the Ohio Chapter, Palatines to America is now 448.

The Ohio Chapter Palatines to America
German Genealogy 2019 Spring Seminar
PRESENTED BY WARREN BITTNER, CG
“THE LAND THEY LIVED ON”
How German History Affects Research
Germany and its Legal Records
Meyer’s Gazetteer: Gateway to Germany
Bads, Bergs, Burgs, and Bachs
SEMINAR WILL BE HELD AT DER DUTCHMAN RESTAURANT, 445 JEFFERSON AVE,
RTE. 42, PLAIN CITY, OHIO 43064 U.S.A. , ON SATURDAY, APRIL 13, 2019

9:00am til 4:00pm

Fees include syllabus, seminar sessions, vendor showcase, Der Dutchman pastries, coffee and juice for
breakfast and full Buffet lunch including Broasted Chicken and Roast Beef,
Mashed Potatoes, Noodles, Stuffing, Vegetables, Salad, Rolls, and Dessert
Register today! Use Pay Pal online at the website: https://oh-palam.org/registernow.php
Or: make check payable to Ohio Chapter – Palam and mail with registration form to:
Joe Stamm, 3930 Lander Road, Chagrin Falls, OH 44022-1329, questions? lindabelle@lcs.net

REGISTRATION DEADLINE –APRIL 7 2019

MEMBER: $45.00 EACH

NON-MEMBER: $55.00 EACH

After APRIL 7, cost is $55.00 for Members and $65.00 for Non-Members
NAME #1___________________________________________MEMBER?______________
NAME #2___________________________________________MEMBER?______________
ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP___________________________________________________________
PHONE:___________________________________EMAIL:__________________________
SURNAMES I AM RESEARCHING: PLEASE LIST FOUR SURNAMES FOR NAME#1:

__________________________________

___________________________________

__________________________________

____________________________________

SURNAMES I AM RESEARCHING: PLEASE LIST FOUR SURNAMES FOR NAME #2:
__________________________________

______________________________________

__________________________________

______________________________________

My Ancestors Lived Here

Palatines to America

$18.00 sizes Med., Large, X-large
$22.00 sizes XXL and XXXL
Visit our website to Purchase at:
https://oh-palam.org/bookstore.php
Palatines to America—Ohio
Chapter

Ohio Chapter Officers
President: Thomas Gerke tagerke@yahoo.com
Vice President: Linda Dietrich
lindabelle@lcs.net
Recording Secretary: Lori Poch
loripoch@yahoo.com
Corresponding Secretary:
Debbie Seemueller
dseemueller@gmail.com
Treasurer: Joe Stamm jastamm@gmail.com
Membership Registrar:
Carol Swinehart ckfsmail@gmail.com
Past President: Vern Erickson vehouse@aol.com
Trustees
Art Block guycoke@aol.com
Brian Hartzell hartzell56@hotmail.com
Roberta Newcomer rnewcome@roadrunner.com
David Kuhns DpKuhns3@gmail.com
Deb Cyprych dcyprych@gmail.com
Carol Chafin cechafin@gmail.com
Ginny Poland ginny.poland@gmail.com
Marilyn Logue mlogue@sprintmail.com
Committee Chairs
Awards: OPEN
Financial: Joe Stamm jastamm@gmail.com
Library Liaison: Russ Pollitt
russpollitt@gmail.com
Nominations: Vern Erickson vehouse@aol.com
Publications: Brian Hartzell
hartzell56@hotmail.com
Programs: OPEN
Publicity: Richard Hartle
rhartle12@columbus.rrr.com
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German Ancestor Research
and Community Forum:
Diana Druback dldruback@sbcglobal.net
Book Sales: Linda Dietrich lindabelle@lcs.net
Long Range Planning: OPEN
Heritage Editor: Richard Uhrick
uhrick.richard@gmail.com
Archives: Marilyn Logue
mlogue@sprintmail.com
Managing Editors: Brian Hartzell, Art Block,
Deb Cyprych and Jo Ellen Mason
Webmaster: Carol Swinehart
ckfsmail@gmail.com
National Office
4601 N. High St., Suite C, Columbus, OH 43214
Or by mail:
PO Box 141260, Columbus, OH 43214
614-267-4700
www.palam.org
Palatines to America is a non-profit organization dedicated to finding
the origins of German-speaking ancestors in Europe. Membership
dues per year (October 1 through September 30): USA residents •
$35 individual • $40 family *Paper newsletter, additional $7
Make checks payable to Membership Registrar, Palatines to America.
Payment includes both National and Chapter dues.
The OH Chapter of Pal Am publishes Palatine Heritage Newsletter
with quarterly issues in Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter.
Published articles may be copied for non-commercial use by
genealogists or for reprint if proper credit is given: Palatine Heritage,
Ohio Chapter of Palatines to America, copyright 2018.
Queries are welcome and will be printed in two (2) successive
newsletters. Please use genealogically accepted format and
abbreviations.
Contributions to Heritage are encouraged. Articles should not exceed
600 words. If materials submitted are copyrighted, proof of
authorization to publish must be provided; sources from other

JANUARY 26

LEARN HOW WORLDCAT CAN IMPROVE YOUR RESEARCH
RUSS POLLITT
COLUMBUS METROPOLITAN LIBRARY, 96 S. Grant Ave., Columbus, OH

FEBRUARY 23

SEARCHING FAMILY SEARCH LIKE AN EXPERT
DIANA DRUBACK
COLUMBUS METROPOLITAN LIBRARY, 96 S. Grant Ave., Columbus, OH

MARCH 23

NATURALIZATION RECORDS
JAYNE DAVIS
COLUMBUS METROPOLITAN LIBRARY, 96 S. Grant Ave., Columbus, OH

APRIL 27

FAMILY TREE ON FAMILY SEARCH
DIANA DRUBACK
COLUMBUS METROPOLITAN LIBRARY, 96 S. Grant Ave., Columbus, OH

ALL FORUM SESSIONS ARE HELD FROM 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m in Room 3B.
Everyone is welcome to attend... no advance registration is necessary. Watch the chapter website for
the latest updates and additions

D
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o you live in the Columbus area?
Do you have an extra hour or two a month on a Wednesday or a Thursday?
If so, the Ohio Chapter could use your help! We have a virtual bookstore on our
website, selling the beautiful marigold t-shirts and the Eight Step Self Study Course
books. The sales of these items help support the Chapter and spread the word about Palatines to
America. Besides our website, we also pack up some inventory and sell as a vendor at various
seminars and conferences.
The website orders require shipping from our inventory that is kept at our Chapter space
at the National PALAM office at 4601 N High St, Suite C, Columbus, OH 43214. This is in the
area of Clintonville/Westerville, just off S.R. 315N at the Henderson exit.
Duties of the Bookstore Manager include receiving order from our Treasurer, Joe
Stamm, pulling the items from inventory, and shipping them to the customer. All necessary
shipping supplies are available. The Manager will be given petty cash funds to pay for shipping
costs and must send receipts for expenses to the Treasurer.
The office is open on Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10:00am until 2:00pm.
If you are able to serve your chapter in this way, please contact Linda Dietrich, Vice
President of Ohio Chapter at lindabelle@lcs.net.

