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ohann Adam Mann is an imagined character. Although he did not
actually exist, the circumstances of his fictional life and of his family’s
deaths played out in villages throughout the kingdom, duchies, and
independent principalities that comprised the territory now known as
Germany. In many cases, the experiences of Johann Adams and his fellow
villagers were drawn directly from historical individuals. In all cases, the
history and sociology of their lives are as historically accurate as existing
sources permit.
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1.To further interest and
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2.Encourage members to
further research family
histories in Ohio.
3.Promote information
about life, times and
social life of German
speaking emigrants and
descendants.
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ecause of the extreme importance that early modern Germans attached
to inheritance and to the accounting for individual and marital assets, it
was the custom in some southwest German territories or villages for a
marriage contract to be negotiated. The marriage contract would
typically detail the real and personal property each partner brought to the
relationship and how these possessions would be allocated when the death of one
partner ended the marriage. The drawing up of a marriage contract was most
common when one or both of the couple had been married before, due to the
tangled web of inheritance rights for his children, her children, and their
children. If one of the two new partners brought significantly more property to
the marriage, a contract could protect both of them. The poorer partner, for
example, might ask for protective financial provisions if widowed, or specify
that the small amount of property that the poorer partner brought to the marriage
would not be reduced in case of the couple's future financial losses. The richer
partner might have been urged by existing children or other relatives to insert
provisions that would prevent the poorer partner from walking away with some
of the family wealth. Despite the potential protection of a specific marriage
contract, marriage contracts were rare in many villages because the couple
expected to abide by the existing intestate inheritance ordinances in force in their
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o you have a research partner? My mom, Marian Huber
Dietrich, was my research partner. We started on this venture
of family history way back in the early 1990’s after a visit with
my dad’s brother. They were talking about the “old days” and
Uncle Bob pulled out a 2”x 2” newspaper clipping that reported the
passing of my great-great-grandfather 75 years earlier. And that is what
started it all. We made a good team, I thought. Mom loved digging up the
details of names, dates and places; I loved learning the stories of their
lives. Over the years we made many research trips together, we practically
lived at our wonderful Cincinnati Public Library with its top-notch
Genealogy department librarians there to help, we traveled to Norwood to
our local LDS Church & Library where we sat in a darkened room, reeling
thru the microfilm of German churches, asking the help of Bob Rau for
translations and interpretations of the records we found.
We went to the LDS Library in Salt Lake City twice, where Mary Lou Delahunt and the
wonderful librarians there helped us find and interpret, and we went to Germany twice to research in
our ancestral “willages” as our tour guide pronounced it, at the church and civil archives, and to the
Allen County Library once, and most recently I went to NARA to dig up civil war military
records. All of these trips were sponsored by Palatines to America, our new found friends in the
venture. And every trip turned up new evidence of ancestors and their lives.
I lost my research partner two years ago and get nostalgic at this time of year when all are
celebrating Mother’s Day. Thank you for indulging my reminiscences of my mom. We put together
a database of 2,589 people, which I hope will be her legacy to her great grandchildren and their
children.
One of the things we at PALAM hope to be able to share with you is the stories of our
ancestors in The Heritage; look in the next issue to read all about my great-great grandfather John
Dietrich and his wife Anna Meiser and their journey to a new country and their life in Reading,
Cincinnati, Ohio. If you have a story to share, please let Brian Hartzell know!
We learned about PALAM from one of our new-found cousins, Mary Hess, related to us on
that great-great grandfather’s line. And we have been a part of PALAM for the past 25 years. Mary
convinced me to come on the Ohio Chapter Board after I “retired” eight years ago and I am honored
to now serve as your President.
Many things have changed since we first started our venture – most notably, of course, the
advancement of internet resources and digitization of records we once only hoped of seeing if we
were in Salt Lake City, or Washington, DC, or Speyer or Kaiserslautern or Augsburg. But one thing
remains the same – we can’t do it alone; we need help from many places to further our studies.
I hope that PALAM is one of the many resources you rely on, whether it is our Immigrant
Ancestor Files or Family Group Charts, or the seminars we produce, or the Resource Center in
Columbus, or the awesome resources at the Palatines to America Collection at the Columbus
Metropolitan Library.
It is a group effort, this organization. And I’ll steal a phrase from Secretary of State Clinton
when I say “it takes a village” to keep PALAM running smoothly.
If you joined us at our spring seminar to learn from Warren Bittner, you saw that teamwork
in action. We had our annual Chapter and National membership meetings, elected officers, and
passed budgets, all part of the “business” of PALAM. And you saw the many conversations taking
place, the sharing of information and clues and hints on where to find that next piece of information
about your great-great grandfather. And you had a chance to buy some (more!) books to add to your
library and enjoy some wonderful German cooking from Der Dutchman’s kitchen.
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There are many more chances for you to learn and experience and join in the fun in the next
year. There is a Salt Lake City tour in the works for September 2019, and our fall seminar will
feature James Beidler in October at Der Dutchman. In June 2020, we will convene our National
Conference in Cincinnati and the Ohio Chapter is the host for this bi-annual event. I hope that you
might consider being on a committee for the planning process, which is starting as you are reading
this newsletter. If you feel so inclined to work on recruiting presenters, or lining up vendors and
exhibitors, or keeping up with the registration, or working on production of the syllabus, or
publicizing the event in your hometown, please send me an email at lindabelle@lcs.net and you can
be part of the “willage” that will produce an outstanding conference.
I look forward to meeting and working with you for the next two years. I am here at your service.
Let me know how PALAM can be your research partner.
Sincerely,
Linda Dietrich
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ames M. Beidler, author, columnist and editor on German-American
genealogy, will be the guest speaker at the Ohio Chapter, Palatines to
America’s Fall Seminar on Saturday, October 12, 2019 at the Der
Dutchman Restaurant in Plain City, Ohio.
Beidler will lead four individual presentations on “Digging Pennsylvania Roots from your
Desktop,” “German Immigration Waves: Contrasts and Sources,” “Missing the ‘über-sites’ for
German Ancestors” and “Pennsylvania German Church Records.”
The author of four commercially published books and a weekly newspaper column on
genealogy, Beidler is also a contributor to various periodicals such as German Life magazine,
Legacy Tree Genealogists, Family Tree Magazine and The Pennsylvania Genealogical
Magazine. He has served as president of the International Society of Family History Writers and
Editors from 2010-2012.
He recently appeared at the International German Genealogy Partnership conference in
Sacramento, California.
Seminar cost prior to September 25 is $45 for PalAm members, $55 for non-members. Fee
includes seminar syllabus, four sessions, vendor showcase, morning pastries and coffee, and a full
Der Dutchman buffet lunch.
For more information, contact Linda Dietrich at lindabelle@lcs.net, or use the registration
form found on the last page of this issue.
th

SEE THE REGISTRATION FORM ON THE LAST PAGE OF THIS ISSUE

T
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raveling into Central Ohio from out of the area for the October 12 Fall Seminar? A
block of rooms has been reserved for attendees for Friday and Saturday, October 11th
and 12th at the Hilton Garden Inn in Dublin, Ohio. Reservations are under Palatines to
America German Genealogy Society with a group code of SMERF at $109 per night.
For reservations, call 614-766-9900.
th

"Corresponding with agencies and individuals in Europe can yield marvelous results and can be
lots of fun! Look for opportunities to do this." – Roger Minert

T

o communicate effectively, you'll need to know whom to ask about the what, where,
when, and how. Here are some suggestions on getting started.

When to initiate contact:
•If necessary records are not available in the U.S. or no information is available about
existing records, or you can't find anyone to assist you.

Where do you send your inquiry for vital records:
•church offices,
•civil registry (which became mandatory in 1876 in all Germany states: to access, the person
must be born 110 years ago, married more than 80 years ago, died more than 30 years ago;
Google "German Civil Registry"), or direct ancestor,
•church archives, and
•city, county, state, or national archives.
You can obtain research assistance at parish offices, government offices (a long shot),
private researchers, family history agencies or societies, or the internet.
How you should formulate your inquiry:
•Church and vital offices: keep it short and to the point, avoid extraneous detail, in your first
communication, only ask one or two questions, offer to pay customary fees.
•To private individuals, researchers, etc: Do not overwhelm them with a difficult request, ask
when they can fulfill your request, ask about fees and payment conditions.
•Language of communication: use the language of the addressee, find competent translation
assistance, use computer translation programs with caution.
How you should send the correspondence:
•Find the proper address and phone number on the internet. Important: write the country of
destination in English.
•Check the current postage.
•If you FAX, send follow-up hard copies via mail.
•If you email, ask for receipt confirmation.
•You may be able to make contact through web sites.
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A personal accounting of a family history excursion
guided by Dr. Wolfgang Grams, Spring 2019, for Brian
Hartzell and his wife Terry Schamber Hartzell.

I

t was an early spring day in Passau in Bavaria,
Germany when Dr. Wolfgang Grams arrived with
his rental car and was GPS-programmed to drive us
on a detailed tour of parts of Bavaria, Baden-Württemberg, The Palatinate and, after crossing the
Rhine River, through sections of Alsace.
In addition to lecturing on German genealogy in the U.S. and elsewhere, Wolfgang is the
founder of “Research and Travel,” a program designed to escort and help with genealogical research
for Americans coming to Germany. Since 1996, he has organized and conducted many heritage tours
to Germany and has gained a high reputation among German-American communities on both sides of
the Atlantic.
Our five-day excursion departed Passau after my wife Terry and I had completed a week-long
Viking cruise on the Danube River that started in Budapest, Hungary, the previous Monday. First
stop was historic Nuremberg, site of many Nazi-era rallies held in a huge outdoor athletic stadium
which, during this period, was ringed by light towers, searchlights, banners and loudspeakers. Now
the area is used periodically as an automotive racetrack.
After a quick lunch of a famous Nuremberg bratwurst sandwich, we headed for Würzburg and
its famous Prince-Bishopric’s Grand Palace and Residence, where he ruled the Province of South
Franconia in grand style with Baroque and Rococo decorations and furnishings, completed in 1781.
That evening we arrived in the small, walled village of Sommerhausen, the birthplace of
Franz Daniel Pastorius, described as the first German settler in America and founder of Germantown,
Pennsylvania in 1683. We stayed at a local hotel and winery, adjacent to Pastorius’ home, and
received a tour of the winery from the current owner.

Good help at the archives

The following morning we headed for an appointment with Wiltrud Flothow, local researcher
and Dinah Rottschäfer, archivist at the Municipal Archive in Sinsheim, where they compiled records
from a church book and 1713 tax register for the Village of Reihen, ancestral home of the Hirtzels
(Hartzell) who migrated there from Zürich Kanton, Switzerland around 1650 after the Thirty Years
War at the invitation of the von Venningen family, local landowners and nobility. It was magical to
hold an original tax register book and view the hand-written entries listing the assets of Clemens
Hirtzel who died in 1707. It was Clemens’ grandson, Hans Georg Hirtzel who immigrated to America
in 1727 and formed the foundation of today’s Hartzell family by settling in Northampton County, PA.
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Reihen Crest and Hirtzel Home

Wiltrud joined us for a visit to Reihen where we connected with Georg Grittmann, local
historian and resident whose family has lived in the village for more than 200 years. In the Reihen
Evangelical Reformed Lutheran Church, we viewed memorials dedicated to Georg’s ancestors who
died in the Franco-Prussian War, World War I and World War II. Georg’s complete walking tour of
Reihen included a stop at the site of the ancestral home of the Hirtzels, the location of which was
determined by examining old tax and homeownership records. The stone foundation of the home is
original, although records indicate that the upper floors of the building were torn down and rebuilt
around 1740.
Before departing the region, we visited nearby Burg Steinberg, a well-preserved castle built
in 1109. The Lords of Venningen used it as a residence and protective keep for the community
starting in 1517. The castle is now owned by the Village of Sinsheim as a restaurant and special
event center.

Burg-Steinberg

On our final full day, we crossed the Rhine River into France, stopping briefly to view the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Strasbourg, then on to the small town of Mittelbergheim in Alsace’s
beautiful wine country where we dined at a local hotel/restaurant, meeting with my wife’s distant
Schamber cousin Pastor Pascal Hetzel and three other cousins. These cousins and other Alsatian
relatives we met that afternoon in Kirrberg are all related to my wife Terry (Schamber) Hartzell
through a branch of the Schamber family that remained Alsace after 1803, while other family
members migrated down the Danube River to the Black Sea and became German-speaking colonists
in Crimea, Russia, a territory that had recently been acquired from the Ottoman Empire following
the Russo-Turkish Wars of the late 18 century. In 1874, they immigrated to the US and settled in
Dakota Territory.
Lastly, Wolfgang completed the journey by delivering us to the home of some old friends
living in Neufchateau, Alsace. The wife had been an exchange student at Otterbein University in
1970-71, where Terry and Brian had also attended college. Our friendship of fifty years remains
strong.
At our genealogical trail’s end, we counted ourselves fortunate to have Wolfgang as our
friend and guide who opened doors and introduced us to research tools and actual relatives in
villages from which our respective families had departed more than 200 years ago.
th
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For OH-PalAm members interested in learning more about “Research and Travel,” contact
Wolfgang Grams at wolfgang.grams@routes.de. Visit him at www.routes.de.

Permission to reprint the following article has been graciously granted by the Germanic
Genealogy Society (GGS) publishers of the Germanic Genealogy Journal (ISSN 1548-3150). This
article is from the Spring 2008 issue - Vol. 11, No. 1. © 2008 Germanic Genealogy Society.
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r. Rippley, Professor at St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota, and editor of the
Society for German-American Studies, describes factors that influenced German
settlements in the Midwest, stressing the central role that religion played.

Religious Conflict in Germanic Lands
Dr. Rippley provided a brief historical overview of religion in German lands. In 1517,
Martin Luther began what became the Protestant Reformation. This led to conflicts between
Catholics and Protestants. The Peace of Augsburg in 1555, a treaty between the Holy Roman
Emperor (Catholic) and the Schmalkaldic League, an alliance of Protestant princes, temporarily
ended the religious struggle between the two groups by dividing Christendom. It declared in Latin,
“Cujus regio, ejus religio,” [the religion of the ruler is the religion of the people]. Each German
ruler declared which religion would be practiced in his region; people could emigrate if they chose
the other religion.
The Thirty Years’ War, 1618-1648, renewed fighting between the two groups. At the end
of this extremely destructive war, the Peace of Westphalia [Westfalen] reaffirmed the agreement of
Augsburg. (Incidentally, there is a town named Westfalen in Iowa.) The devastation caused by the
war and the continuing divide between the religious groups led to migration within German lands
and, eventually, to America. In German lands, communities tended to be either Protestant or
Catholic. The split was mostly north-south, with Protestants in the north and Catholics in the south.
Exceptions were areas along the Rhine, which remained Catholic, and the region of northern
Bavaria known as Franconia, which was Protestant. (It was from this area, Franconia, that the
Protestant pastors and settlers came to Michigan in the mid-1800s, thus the town named
Frankenmuth.)

Martin Luther

John Calvin

[Editor’s Note: The German Protestant Church that followed Martin Luther was called the
evangelische Kirche [Evangelical Church]. Americans refer to this as the Lutheran Church.
Followers of another reformer, John Calvin, formed the reformierte Kirche [Reformed Church]. In
1830, the Prussian King ordered the merger of these two groups, under the name Evangelical. For
detailed information on church history for genealogy, see Germanic Genealogy, Chapter 9,
History, Migration and Genealogy of Various Religious Denominations, pp. 98-103.]
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Religious groups that were separate from the Lutheran and Catholic churches were called
Separatists. Most of the numerous separatist groups were anabaptist, that is, without baptism.
They included the Amish, Mennonites, Hutterites, and other groups. After the Thirty Years’ War,
Anabaptists came from Switzerland to the Palatinate [Pfalz] region, west of Mainz, around
Kaiserslautern. Some Separatist groups migrated within Europe. For example, some of the
Mennonites under a Dutch leader migrated east to work draining the swamps and building dykes
in East and West Prussia.
Migration to America
In the American colonies, as in Germany, the religious groups tended to settle apart from
one another. For example, during the colonial period, Separatists migrated to America seeking
religious freedom, settling in New Paltz, New York, and Palatine, Illinois, among other places.
Some settled in Pennsylvania and Ohio, for example, Schonbrun, Ohio. Some later moved further
west, to such places as Harmony, Indiana, and the Amana Colonies in Iowa. While some groups
were communal, owning property only as a group, others were not.
Minnesota Settlements
In Minnesota, Catholics settled in and around St. Cloud, as well as in St. Paul.
Interestingly, the Polish Catholic church and the German Catholic church did not join together,
nor did the members intermarry.
Mennonites settled in Mountain Lake, Minnesota. Both Lutherans and Catholics came to
new Ulm, Minnesota, named after the city of Ulm in Germany. Lutherans settled in St. Peter and
Sibley County, Minnesota, as well as in McCloud County, west of Minneapolis.
One interesting twist involves some people in Winona, along the Mississippi River, who
believe they are of Polish descent. However, their ancestors were actually Kashubians, who spoke
neither Polish nor German, and were Prussians when they emigrated to America.
On a humorous note, some English-speaking Census takers evidently misunderstood when
a German reported being born in Prussia using the German name, Preussen [pronounced
proysen], and entered it as “born in prison.”
Other Settlement Factors
Two other factors were critical to German settlements in the Midwest---ethnic identity and
chain migration.
German immigrants’ sense of ethnic identity was strong. Family and community played
vital roles. For example, Silesians married only Silesians, and wedding witnesses and baptism
sponsors were usually also Silesians, even if they lived far away.
Another important factor was chain migration. This common phenomenon occurred when
a few people or families immigrated and then wrote back to their homeland, encouraging their
extended families and friends to join them in their specific American settlements. This practice
led to homogeneous settlements, in which many members of the community came from the same
areas of Europe. Often even the businesses were ethnically and religiously oriented, for example,
insurance companies or banks.
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he following individuals have been elected to new terms (2019-2021) as officers and
trustees for the Ohio Chapter, Palatines to America:

Linda Dietrich – President
Lori Poch – Vice President
Lauren Kattner – Recording Secretary
Debbie Seemueller – Corresponding Secretary
Joe Stamm – Treasurer
Tom Gerke – Immediate Past President
With the untimely passing of her husband Tom last winter, Carol Swinehart has assumed the
appointed role as Membership Registrar for the Ohio Chapter, Palatine to America.
Elected to new three-year terms as members of our Board of Trustees:
Carol Chafin
Brian Hartzell
Roberta Newcomer
During the National Organization Annual Meeting, held the same day, the following were elected
to the Board of Directors:
Vern Erickson, Vice-President
Becky Thornton, Recording Secretary
John Harder, Director-at-Large
Gary Martzoff has taken on the appointed position of Treasurer for the National Board.

Standing (L to R): Richard Hartle, Tom Gerke, Debbie Seemueller, Deb Cyprych, Carol Chafin,
David Kuhns, Lori Poch, Joe Stamm, Ginny Poland, Lauren Kattner and Art Block.
Seated (L to R): Linda Dietrich, Diana Druback, Mary Hess, Marilyn Logue, Roberta Newcomer
Missing: Vern Erickson, Brian Hartzell, and Carol Swinehart.
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kingdom, dukedom, or territory. In the absence of a will, these ordinances dictated how a deceased
person's estate was to be divided between children and a surviving spouse.
In Hochfeld, marriage contracts were seldom negotiated because most
couples abided by the local ordinance and customs.'" However, whether couples
negotiated a contract or not, all of them were required to prepare a detailed
inventory (Inventarium or Inventur) of the possessions of the bride and the
groom. The drawing up of the Inventur was a laborious, often time-consuming
process that could last months, particularly if it was a first marriage and the two
families involved were in the process of negotiating exactly what real and
personal property they would give their children to begin their married lives. Because the Inventur
was the basis of subsequent taxes, fees, and rental charges, it was also of significant interest to the
lord, the local officials, and the district officials if the village was part of a larger territory. Many men
might sit in on the sessions in which the Inventur was negotiated or drawn up: the Schultheiss; two
members of the Gericht, who also sat on the orphan's court or Waisengericht; the lord's Vogt or his
representative; the father or guardian of the bride; any future heirs; and the guardians (Pfleger or
Vetreter) of any children from prior marriages. In the case of Johann Adam and Anna Barbara,
fifteen persons attended each session. Besides the village's and the lord's officials, Anna Barbara's
brother was there as her Kriegsvogt, her daughter had a Pfleger, her sons shared another one, Johann
Jacob had one, and a brother of Johann Adam attended to safeguard the Mann family assets.
An Inventur, particularly one drawn up for a first marriage, divided the property of each
person into two categories: Heiratsgut, or the endowment that each of them had received from their
parents, and Eigenes, or their personal possessions. The Eigenes included any personal property, such
as clothes, linen, household goods, or tools that the bride and groom had acquired on their own. It
also included any savings that the individuals had put aside. It was common for late teens or young
adults to spend a few years working as a servant to amass some savings before beginning their
married lives. In the case of a widow or widower, the Eigenes could also include that individual's
share of earnings from the first marriage, in accordance with the spouse's will or with agreements
made at the time of marriage.
When completed, the Inventur of Johann Adam and Anna Barbara covered
several pages. Each of them had a separate section under which everything they
owned, down to the last handkerchief, was listed. Below the two general headings of
Heiratsgut and Eigenes, the possessions of both were divided into several categories,
including immovable property (Liegenschaft), which included land, houses, and
outbuildings; moveable property (Fahrnis); and any cash, debts, or credits. Each
segment of land was described in detail: its value, its exact location, its size, its use
(cultivated, meadow, woodland, garden), and any obligations on each piece
(mortgage or lease arrangements). The movables were divided into categories such
as cash, linen and bedding, clothing, cooking pots and utensils, foodstuffs, livestock
and poultry, and farm equipment.
The only asset from Anna Barbara's listing that was not part of her original Heiratsgut was
her half of the nest egg that she and her first husband had saved; it was listed as part of her Eigenes.
The other half of these savings could be used by the newly married couple, but they could not deplete
its value without the concurrence of the Pfleger of Anna Barbara's three children, because it was part
of their future inheritance. When the first wife of Johann Adam and the first husband of Anna
Barbara died, death inventories had been conducted of the marital funds at the time of death. This
death inventory, called a Teilung, allocated all of the assets and debts between the two spouses. The
portion that fell to the deceased spouse was now the property of the children, according to the
inheritance ordinance. Therefore, this property was not included in the marriage inventory of the new
couple.
Once the married couple's Inventur was agreed upon by the interested parties, all the listed
assets were available to be used jointly, regardless of which person brought them into the marriage.
With certain restrictions, the inheritance portions that belonged to their children, which were listed in
the deceased spouses' Teilungen, were also available to be used. As the man and head of the
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household, the husband controlled and managed all marital funds, as well as the future inheritance
portions of their children. However, just as surviving spouses could not sell the assets of their
children and use the proceeds for their own gain, a husband could not dispose of or mortgage the
property of his wife without her permission. A man had the right to control his family's finances,
but there were many other individuals interested in how he handled his responsibilities - his wife's
Kriegsvogt, his children's and stepchildren's Pfleger, and the village administrators. If a husband
misused his financial rights, he could find himself declared Mundtod or legally incompetent. He
would be stripped of his privileges as an adult male to represent himself in court and to manage his
family finances; the local court might even assign him his own guardian. Losing his right to
manage the family funds was the ultimate emasculating humiliation.
The rules and customs that governed the disposition of property in Hochfeld were based on
a system called partible inheritance. It was one of the two basic systems that were used in the
German territories, the other being impartible inheritance. Under the impartible system, one heir
alone inherited a family's property and possessions. Under the partible system, the parents' estates
were inherited more or less equally by all of their surviving children. In Germany, impartible
inheritance was called Anerbenrecht, while partible inheritance was called Realteilung. Partible
inheritance was the predominant system through most of southwest Germany, including the
Kraichgau (northern Baden and Württemberg), the Swabian Alps, the Rhineland, Hessen,
southwest Westphalia, and limited parts of central Germany (Thüringen, southwest Saxony, and
southern Hanover). Impartible inheritance was practiced in most of northern Germany, Bavaria,
and some areas of the Black Forest.
In the regions that practiced Realteilung, each territory developed its own set of rules and
customs, which can be grouped into three basic systems:
•

•
•

Fallrecht: A surviving spouse was allowed the lifetime use of the deceased partner's estate.
Eventually, the estate would be inherited by the children or other family members of the
deceased partner. It was not shared with the surviving spouse.
Teilrecht: A surviving spouse divided the deceased partner's estate with the deceased's children.
If there were no children, the surviving spouse inherited it all.
Verfangenschaftsrecht: A surviving spouse inherited non-fixed assets and the children inherited
the real property such as land and houses. However, the surviving spouse received lifetime use
of the real property, even in case of remarriage.

The villages in the Steinweg territory, including Hochfeld, followed the Fallrecht system.
This meant that Johann Adam's son Johann Jacob, as the only surviving child of his first wife, was
the sole heir of his mother's estate. However, Johann Adam had the use of that property until he
chose to pass it on to Johann Jacob. To protect Johann Jacob's interest, a maternal uncle acted as
his guardian or Pfleger, and Johann Adam was required to appear in the orphan's court at least
annually to account to the Pfleger and members of the orphan's court for his management of his
son's funds. If Jacob had died along with his other siblings in 1816, then his first wife's estate
would have returned to his wife's blood relatives, either when she died or more likely after the
death of Johann Adam.
The Realteilung system had a number of implications for the territories
that practiced it. For example, no family had a particular attachment to any
parcels of land. All the field strips were subject to shuffling with each new
generation, and many families held some land in each of a village's
cultivated fields, so there was no nostalgia for a birth farm. The dispersed
property resulted in a great deal of trading or inter-village sales as the Burger
attempted to aggregate their tiny holdings into larger pieces. Another implication was that halfsiblings who formed a blended family might look forward to vastly different inheritance
expectations. They shared inheritance from their common parent, but different inheritances from
their deceased parents. Obviously, this situation could result in tensions and jealousies within a
family unit and made the challenge of forming a successful new family even more difficult.
Beginning as early as the late seventeenth century, as villages began to recover from the
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ravages of the Thirty Years' War, population increases in each generation reduced the average size
of inheritances. It became harder and harder for villagers to pay their taxes, fees, and rent, let alone
feed their families. At this point, landlords and government officials became alarmed, and began to
place restrictions on the continued partition of property. The result was that in some areas of
southwest Germany, partible inheritance began to resemble impartible inheritance if a family was
unable to split its property among several heirs. The resolution was that one heir inherited the
property, but he owed his co-heirs, called the yielding heirs, an equivalent amount in cash or other
moveable goods. This meant that the heir who held the family property started his life under an
enormous burden of debt- sometimes so much that he was unable to make a living from his
property, and he was forced to sell.
One scholar has studied a village located in northwest Germany, which also followed the
practice of partible inheritance. This village had adopted the same mechanism of selecting one heir
to take over the property, with the obligation of compensating his siblings in cash or other goods.
The scholar noted,
Parents with large holdings were unable to provide all their surviving children with social
positions equivalent to their own. Some thus experienced downward mobility. For the
generations marrying between 1771 and 1860, 37% of the surviving children from large
farms could secure the status their parents had had neither through inheritance nor
marriage. Only 10% were able to acquire some real property by marrying into a small
farm; 27% became Heuerlinge [i.e., renters dependent on wage labor] for the rest of their
lives. Downward mobility was more extensive for daughters than for sons: 45% of
surviving daughters experienced declining fortunes while only 26% of the sons shared
this fate. Downward mobility increased to some extent from the late eighteenth through
the early nineteenth century, even though there was some modest recovery after 1830. In
this period, some of the disinherited children may have preferred emigration to America
to becoming a Heuerling at home.

In addition to prohibiting the continued partition of land, some governments or
village officials began to place restrictions on the formation of new households. A
young couple who lacked sufficient resources to support themselves and their
families could possibly become a welfare burden for the village, so if they were
unable to demonstrate that they possessed resources and income above some
designated minimum amount, they were be denied permission to marry. The result
was that,
[i]n many cases, the poor were forced to be flexible-forced, that is, to postpone weddings
or to forgo marriage altogether. Custom and law prevented the formation of unions that
would be unable to support themselves at an acceptable standard of living .... The
offspring of [well-off villagers] faced few economic barriers to marriage and so wed in
their early twenties, and occasionally even younger. By contrast, the children of [the less
fortunate] were compelled to wait several years longer. These postponements were
especially lengthy in hard times.
There is little wonder that illegitimacy increased in the late eighteenth and the nineteenth
centuries. Marriage restrictions became common all over Germany, not merely in the areas that
practiced partible inheritance, but their impact on the illegitimacy rate was particularly severe in the
southwest.
It is almost certain...that one effect of blocking communal entries by prohibiting marriage
was to increase the rate of illegitimacy, wherein [German territories] at the end of the
fifties led western Europe ...
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In Württemberg there was a survey to find out what affects the marriage
and membership laws [i.e., the restrictions on admission to village citizenship] actually
had on the marriage rate. The figures showed that about one formal application for
marriage in thirty was refused by the communities in 1847-51, and that in 1852-1856, ...
about one in fifteen was refused by communities and state in combination. Neither
figure takes into account the effects of informal community pressure, and neither takes
into account the number of marriages delayed or prevented by the presence of the law
without its formal invocation against the applicants.
By around 1840, there was one illegitimate birth for every 5.61 legitimate
births in Baden, one for every 7.69 legitimate births in Württemberg, and an
astonishing one for every 3.98 births in Bavaria. In comparison, the rate was 6.15
in Saxony, 6.5 in Mecklenburg-Schwerin, and 9.62 in Hanover. Another set of
sources put the illegitimacy rates at the end of the 1850s as 22.6 percent in
Bavaria, 16.9 percent in Baden, 16.3 percent in Württemberg; comparatively, the
rate in Prussia was 8.3, France was 7.5, and Great Britain was 6.5.
By the late fourteenth century, it had become increasingly common for noble
rulers, local communities, and Catholic Church officials to legislate against
premarital sex. With the Reformation and the introduction of Protestant doctrine, the pressure to
remain chaste until marriage increased. Before the Evangelisch church decreed that a marriage was
not legal until a ceremony had been performed in church, it had been common practice for engaged
couples to become sexually active. Yet there was no consistent treatment of unmarried pregnant
women in early modern Germany and, in fact, many localities preached chastity while they
simultaneously condoned premarital sex between future marriage partners.
Writing of one Catholic community in the late sixteenth and early seventeenth century, a
researcher noted, "The custom of pre-marital (though post-spousal) sex was broadly tolerated, with
only the occasional prosecution to keep up appearances. On the other hand, if something went
awry in the two to five weeks between engagement and wedding day, the Offizialat [regional
church official] might be visited by an abandoned (and often pregnant) woman, desperately hoping
the ecclesiastical court would enforce the marriage promise she was sure she had been given.
The toleration of premarital sex did not extend to illegitimate births; a woman who was
unable to legitimize her baby by marrying before the birth could expect severe treatment. She
might be drummed out of the village at worst, or subjected to fines and shaming punishments at
best. In the local church book, the record of her child's birth would be recorded in red ink, or
upside down, or perhaps would be recorded in a separate section so that the child's birth was
marked as shameful for as long as the records survived. In some communities, illegitimate
inhabitants were prohibited from inheriting land. The unmarried mother, if employed, usually lost
her job. Her child might be barred forever from most occupations, so that both of them became
dependent on income as laborers or servants. Most trade guilds refused to admit illegitimate
members. The guilds placed such a high value on honor that they even expelled a married member
whose wife delivered a child after less than nine months of marriage.
The extreme sanctions for illegitimacy lasted until the mid-nineteenth century, when protoindustrialization increased employment options and legislation passed in Württemberg and Baden
to abolish citizenship based on village of birth. Pregnant women without husbands now had more
employment options available to them, as well as increased mobility to escape village punishment.
With the rise of weaving as a cottage industry in the southwest, large families became desirable
because children could be put to work at a young age, thereby increasing the family income. Poor
couples who turned to weaving or other industrial employment could now marry and establish
families even without land, reducing the temptation to engage in sex outside marriage. This is not
to say that public opinion in the southwest German village became forgiving of unwed mothers
and their illegitimate children; the sting of bastardy and dishonor continued to be felt in the
countryside into the twentieth century.
In 1835, a woman preparing to emigrate to America with her husband wrote to her brother,
"How many parents sigh as they stand beside the cradle and wonder how they can raise their little
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ones?" For families whose ancestors had known better days, for fathers who longed to own their
own farm and give their children the hope of a bright future, it is not surprising that population
pressures, lack of land, and problems in gaining permission to marry led so many to emigrate. The
rate of emigration was highest in the German southwest - and the practice of partible inheritance,
which on its benign face was so egalitarian, was a primary factor that caused so many to desert their
village and homelands forever.

About the Author
Teva Scheer earned a
Ph.D. from the University
of Colorado in 2000. Our
Daily Bread is her second
book of historical nonfiction. Teva and her
husband live outside
Victoria, British Columbia,
where she writes, teaches
and gardens.

The following new chapter members joined
between January 1 and April 30 , 2019:
st

th

Denise Akers -- Columbus, OH
Diane Balow -- Sterling Heights, OH
Charley Bowman – Kent, OH
Marcia Brinkley – Waikola, HI
Melanie D. Crain – Durham, NC
Ashley Diebold – Westerville, OH
Linda Eckhart – Franklin, OH
Marlene Forsythe – W. Mansfield, OH
Walter Golladay -- Loveland, OH
Candy Jo Hartman – Maineville, OH
Linda Headings – Bluffton, OH
Kathleen Hott – Buckeye Lake, OH
Stan Keim – Sabetha, KS
Donald Klaser – Center Line, MI
Joseph Koonce – Cleveland Heights, OH
David E. Long -- Cincinnati, OH
Edward Lux -- Port Clinton, OH
Garry D. McKenzie – Columbus, OH
Phyllis McLaughlin – Milton, KY
Linda Metcalf – Lucas, OH
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Andrea Miller – Brecksville, OH
Albert E. Moon – Palo Alto, CA
James Promenschenkel – Dublin, OH
Sally Promenschenkel – Dublin, OH
Roger G. Rank – Little Rock, AR
Methuria RaShad – Sauk Rapids, MN
Richard Schwartz – Columbus, OH
William E. Schmertz, Jr. – Columbus, OH
Georgia Siegel – Gahanna, OH
Laurel Sheppard -- Hilliard, OH
Marv Spencer – Canon City, CO
Janet E. Stevens – Bellbrook, OH
Fred Teagarden – Liberty Township, OH
Stephen C. Wendt – Sheffield Village, OH
Bonnie Williams – Centerville, OH
Julie Wolfe – Sidney, OH
Larry C. Zeller – Piqua, OH
Total Membership as of April 30, 2019: 384

T

he basics of finding places in Germany start with national gazetteers. There are several
online gazetteers:

•Kartenmeister.com – Contains over 71,120 locations with over 30,000 name changes. All
locations are EAST of the Oder & Neisse rivers and are based on the borders of the eastern
provinces in Spring 1918. Includes instructions on navigating the database.
•Das Genealogische on Genealogy.net – lists 499 localities (entities) in 9 European countries.
(In German)
•Jewish Gen Gazetteer – Contains the names of 1 million localities in 54 countries in Europe,
North Africa, the Middle East and Central Asia. Searches phonetically by using part of the
name that may have stayed the same, Soundex, ‘starts with’ and degrees of fuzziness.
•Fuzzy Gazetteer – Searches with a degree of ‘fuzziness’ or not clear understanding of the
handwriting.
•Regional Gazetteers – Prussian or German, where you know the state; searches may show the
Catholic or Lutheran parish town or Civil Registration office
•Considered ‘the Bible’ is Meyers Gazetteer. A public list of all towns and localities when the
German boundaries were at their largest. It was based on the time from Bismarck to the end
of WWI (1871-1918); the German Empire. The focus was to promote commercialism and the
statistics were derived from the 1905 Prussian and the 1910 German census data.

Meyers Gazetteer offers six levels of jurisdiction for many places, some towns are too small. The
Family History Library Catalog is based on this document. Some levels of jurisdiction, (including
their German abbreviations) along with the info you may find there, are:
•Village (D.) – Tax records; where land was paid for
•Community (LGem.) – Letters to the court; disputes, outrages, etc…
•Region (RB.) – Parish records, family sheets, etc…
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•County (BA.) - Guardianships for orphaned children, probate records.
•Local Court (AG.) – Arguments to present so a couple could marry.
•Military Office (BKdo.) – War / Service rolls, draft records.
•Civil Registrar (StdA.) – Marriage applications
•Parish Church (PfK.) – Marriages, baptisms, deaths.
Secrets to reading Meyers Gazetteer when you’ve found your place:
•Print out the English version of the entry
•Circle all the commas & semi colons in the entry
•Start a new line at each of these circles
•Segments between the circles are dependents (villages too small to have records)
•If a comma or semicolon is preceded by a place then everything in that segment is
in that place.
•If no place name, then everything in that segment comes from the subject town.
•Identify the German state and between the type place and state are the physical
features of the area.
Visit https://www.meyersgaz.com to locate your ancestral place. The site is very easy to navigate,
shows google & historical maps; tons of information. Enjoy!

September 9-16 – Pal-Am Family History Library Research Trip to Salt Lake City
Contact Kent Robinson at nekero@aol.com
th

September 14 – Joint Pennsylvania Pal-Am and PA German Cultural Heritage Center Annual
Conference in Kutztown, PA. For more information, contact 610-683-1589.
th

September 21 – German Genealogical Research Series with Nancy Ottman @ FindlayHancock County Public Library, 206 Broadway, Findlay. For more information, contact
419-422-1712.
st

October 12 – OH Pal-Am Fall Seminar with James M. Beidler @ Der Dutchman Restaurant,
Plain City, OH http://oh-palam.org/registernow.php
th

Note: There will be no Spring Seminar in 2020 because the National Pal-Am conference will
be held in Cincinnati.
June 17-20, 2020 – National Palatines to America Conference, Cincinnati, OH
Details to follow in future issues.
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$18.00 sizes Med., Large, X-large
$22.00 sizes XXL and XXXL
Visit our website to purchase at:
https://oh-palam.org/bookstore.php
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