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ohann Adam Mann is an imagined character. Although he did not
actually exist, the circumstances of his fictional life and of his family’s
deaths played out in villages throughout the kingdom, duchies, and
independent principalities that comprised the territory now known as
Germany. In many cases, the experiences of Johann Adams and his fellow
villagers were drawn directly from historical individuals. In all cases, the
history and sociology of their lives are as historically accurate as existing
sources permit.
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1.To further interest and
study of German
speaking immigration in
Ohio.
2.Encourage members to
further research family
histories in Ohio.
3.Promote information
about life, times and
social life of German
speaking emigrants and
descendants.

n September 1818, almost two years after he lost his wife and most of his
children to illness and malnutrition, Johann Adam Mann married again. His
bride, Anna Barbara Wagenbach, was from Hochfeld and about ten years
younger than he. She had been widowed for just over a year and was the
mother of two sons and a daughter. Life without a husband in this patriarchal
culture was difficult, so Anna Barbara was motivated to seek a new husband
immediately in order to provide a home and some income for her children. A
quick marriage was a frequent solution to the problem of
widowhood.
The marriage was not a love match in the sense of
romantic love, but the two were well matched. They had known
one another their entire lives, and had similar expectations from
the relationship. Johann Adam sought a partner who would cook
for him, take care of his home, and help to rear his remaining
son, Johann Jacob. Anna Barbara needed the protection of a
husband, a home, and a father for her young children. The two
began with mutual respect and understanding for one another,
Young Couple
which would grow into a solid affection during their years
together.
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appy New Year! I wish for each of you a happy,
healthy, and prosperous 2019. As I write this in early
January, I am bracing for winter weather. This is also
the time we consider resolutions. In the “members
only” section of the Ohio Chapter website (www.oh-palam.org)
are the past issues of the Heritage newsletter. There is a wealth of
material in those newsletters which are available and very
interesting. You may consider making a new year’s resolution to
read a back issue from time to time.
On December 20th the Ohio Chapter lost a valued member,
Thomas Swinehart, who was our membership registrar since
2011. He was very dedicated to whatever he did and did his work
well. We offer our sympathies to his wife Carol and family.
We look forward to the 2019 Spring Seminar to be held April
13th at the Der Dutchman Restaurant in Plain City. Warren
Bittner from Salt Lake City will give four presentations. He is
well-known and his presentations are highly-regarded. I hope you
will consider attending and inviting someone to come with you.
During the day of the Spring Seminar we will hold our Ohio
Chapter’s annual members meeting, at which time there will be
election of officers and trustees, adoption of a budget, and
presentation of awards. We are also pleased to invite National Pal Am to hold its annual members
meeting that day with election of officers, adoption of budget, and presentation of awards. It is
important for the members of Pal Am to know what is taking place on their behalf.
Looking ahead we plan to have James Beidler as the presenter for the 2019 Fall Seminar on
October 12th at the Der Dutchman Restaurant in Plain City. Mark your calendar now and plan to
attend.
From time to time I have shared moments of my travels in Germany. I would like to share
another which reflects the gracious hospitality we typically receive. My sister-in-law has an
ancestor who emigrated from Flarchheim, Germany, Kreis Langensalza, northeast of Eisenach.
Some months before our 1996 trip we asked for and received from the pastor of the church in
Flarchheim, the birth/baptism record of this emigrant. Flarchheim is a small village in the former
East Germany. Upon our arrival in Flarchheim we asked some ladies, who were working in their
gardens near the church, for directions to the pastor’s office. The pastor comes once a month to
conduct the Sunday service, so there is no church office in the village. We were directed to house #5
Mühlhäuser Strasse. I knocked on the door of the house and Hans Thilo opened the door. He saw
our big tour bus in front of his house and went to the door of the bus and invited everyone off the
bus and into his house. The 28 of us went into his living room and found a place to sit. After
everyone was seated Hans asked me “Now why are you here?”. Hans Thilo’s father had maintained
chronicles of each house in the village as a hobby. When his father died Hans kept the information.
I showed Hans the birth/baptism record that was obtained from the local pastor. He looked in his
records and found which house the emigrant was from. The house is still owned and occupied by
the same family. We went to the house and my sister-in-law made a nice family connection which is
still maintained. We were told our group members were the first people from west of the Iron
Curtain to visit that village. In 1997, Hans Thilo sent me a letter with a list of 44 groups of
immigrants from Flarchheim and asked me to find where in the U.S. they went and to find
descendants of these immigrants. To my great surprise I was able to find at least one descendant for
every immigrant. They were all in Ohio, some in the Greenville/Versailles area and others in the
area a few miles west of Brunswick, in Medina County. I hope each of you have opportunities to
travel to Germany and find interesting things in your family history. It is very enriching.
As I write this message I am aware that this is my last message to you as your president. At
the Spring Seminar an election will take place and someone else will become president. The chapter
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will be in very good hands. Pal Am and the Ohio Chapter are remarkable organizations. That is
because there are many talented and dedicated volunteers who serve the organization. I am truly
impressed and grateful for the work they do to make the Ohio Chapter and Pal Am great. It has
also been a great pleasure to become acquainted with many of you. It has been an honor and
privilege to be your president.
Alles Gute!
Thomas Gerke

P

hilipp Jacob Maurer listed his reasons for emigration to the
United States while he was aboard ship sailing for the United
States in 1833. Phillip didn’t leave for economic reasons. He
was a well-to-do farmer in Cronenberg.
Born in 1791, married to Margaretha Wagner in 1814, and widowed
with eight children in 1832, Philipp was vulnerable to the influence of
deteriorating conditions in the Palatinate stimulating his desire to
relocate. He emigrated from Le Havre to Baltimore in 1833 with his
second wife and eight children arriving in New Bremen, Auglaize
County, Ohio on August 8, 1833. Unfortunately, he died of cholera on
September 9, 1833.
Between 1815 and 1948 the Palatinate was a non-contiguous part of the Bavarian state,
essentially ruled from Munich. In May 1832, just two months after his first wife’s death, 30,000
people assembled at Hambach Castle in the guise of a county fair. The event was an anti-monarchy
gathering. Some of the significant demands were freedom of the press, freedom of assembly, and
freedom to elect their own representatives. This was a prelude to the 1848 revolution.
Despite his relative wealth, Philipp decided to leave as conditions in the Palatinate exceeded
his tolerance. He cites the following 12 reasons, in his opinion, for leaving.
1. Ludwig I, the Bavarian king, was mismanaging his realm. Commerce was significantly
hindered as the result of government overspending in the form of confiscatory inheritance laws,
high customs duties, and costly currency exchanges.
2. People were changing and becoming snobbish insisting on being referred to as “Sie” not the
familiar “Du”. Many were trying to be superior to others
3. Theft was high in homes and in the field.
4. People were getting poorer. Hunger was nearly universal. Beggars from the neighboring
village were dangerous. One feared serious repercussions for refusing their requests.
5. Morals were declining. There were loan sharks preying on the less fortunate. On the other
hand, if you lent money to people the borrowers could not be trusted to keep their promise and
return the money.
6. Traditional religious practices were slackening. More and more were skipping worship,
working on Sundays and becoming skeptics.
7. The royal debt was out of control, reaching 124 million florins on May 22, 1832. Taxes were
increasing but the debt continued to rise from uncontrolled spending. This created significant
economic uncertainty.
8. His five sons were beginning to reach the age where they could be drafted into the standing
army for a six-year period. Males entered the lottery when they turned 21. His boys were now
18, 16, 14, 10 and 5.
9. Prevailing greed and selfishness were eliminating true friendship.
10. Injustice was widespread. People were losing their rights because they couldn’t afford legal
representation.
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11. Taxes were high: 1/7 excise tax on land sales.
12. Petty laws led to overregulation robbing people of freedoms such as taking dogs into the field,
hunting rabbits, etc.
While his second wife, Elizabeth, was widowed just a month after arriving with eight
children (and one on the way), the family flourished. While he never saw them, Philipp had 43
grandchildren. Elizabeth bore the ninth child two months after Philipp’s death, then remarried about
a year later to Adam Paul who helped her raise the children, and the eight additional children
Elizabeth and Adam had together.
Philipp’s restored gravestone is located in a family graveyard near where the original log
cabin was built in New Bremen in what is now a community park.
For more information go to www.newbremenhistory.org/GENEALOGY.
PJM_Life_of_by_J_Densmore.pdf. Maurer was Densmore’s second great-grandfather.

B

eer, Brats and Bands! Celebrate the coming of spring
with a traditional German festival – Maifest –
Saturday, May 11th from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. in Zoar,
Ohio. Enjoy games, crafts, a Maypole, and a
presentation by Ernest Thode on navigating German genealogy.
Maifest is also the grand opening of the new art exhibit at the
Bimeler House, “Sense of Zoar,” which pairs scents with
paintings of various locations in Zoar to give attendees a better
sense of life in 19th century Zoar Village, founded by 200
German separatists who immigrated to Ohio in 1817. Zoar is
located on OH-212 just east of I-77 Exit 93. Call 1-800-262-6195
for more information visit http://historiczoarvillage.com .

T

he word is out! Come to Sacramento on June 15-17th for the 2019 International German
Genealogy Conference and learn what “Gemütlichkeit” is all about.
Germans say with one word what it takes four or five in English. It’s friendliness, coziness, a sense of time slowing down, so that you can enjoy the moment. From the beer
garden to the banquet to a selection of local walking and regional bus tours. the IGGP Conference
organizers want you to enjoy a weekend focused on our shared passion – learning more about our
families and shared Germanic history.
Although the early bird registration has now passed, you can still make plans to attend by
registering at https://iggpartner.org. As a member of the Ohio Chapter, Palatines to America, a
partner society within IGGP, you’ll save a lot on the registration fee.
All German genealogy all the time. Three full days of programs and activities are completely focused on the history, culture and genealogy of Germans around the world. If you’re
starting out or facing a brick wall, this weekend could get you moving on your family research.
See you in Sacramento!
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The couple did not arrange their own marriage. Anna Barbara's brother, who acted as her
spokesman in legal matters since as a woman she could not represent herself, began looking for a new
spouse shortly after her first husband died. He had already suggested another man before contracting
the marriage with Johann Adam. The first candidate was wealthier than Johann Adam and, in many
ways, a better match, but Anna Barbara had heard that he had regularly beat his first wife. She could
accept that a husband might occasionally cuff his wife in a moment of anger, but she was not willing
to endure a life of violence and fear. Her first husband had treated her with respect, and she sought a
second husband who would do the same, so she refused to consider her first suitor.
It was not unusual for prospective marriage partners to have a say in the selection of their
future spouses. As early as the fifteenth century, parents began to acknowledge and accept that mutual
attraction and emotional affinity were important to a successful match. Therefore, the prospective
bride and groom were consulted, and their opinions were a factor in most matches. While this
consultation no doubt led to some love matches, romance was not as important as similar upbringing,
social standing, and economic status. As one German scholar has noted:
Physical attraction and emotional love were not viewed as essential conditions for marriage,
although few doubted that they played a role; the love that drew husband and wife together was a
mutual willingness to make sacrifices for one another, hence a duty that developed within marriage.
Such love emerged most readily between spouses who at the outset found one another worthy of
respect and trust. Not "Do I desire and want this person?" but "Do I find this person honorable and
companionable?" -that was the central question for a successful marriage.
Anna Barbara had a reputation as a stubborn woman, but she was also known as a hard worker
and a thrifty wife. Her economy and her sage suggestions to her first husband about money
management had resulted in a significant increase in their net worth. The attribute of Anna Barbara's
that most appealed to Johann Adam, however, was her good nature. She found humor everywhere in
the daily events of life, and her hearty laughter gradually began to melt the ice that had formed in
Johann Adam's heart when his family had died. For her part, Anna Barbara was attracted to Johann
Adam's kindly blue eyes, his shy smile, and his obvious affection for his son Jacob.
Johann Adam and Anna Barbara were distant blood relatives —not unusual in small villages
where families intermarried for centuries. They're actually related in numerous ways, but their closest
relationship was what a modern genealogist would call third cousins, which meant that they shared
one set of great-great grandparents. In German tradition, this meant that they were related in the
fourth degree of consanguinity or Blutvenvandtschaft.
The marriage ordinance for the Steinweg villages closely followed that of
neighboring Württemberg, under which the couple would not have been able to
marry had they been more closely related. The marriage ordinance was based
on the incest prohibitions from Leviticus, chapters 18 and 20, as expanded by
canon law and the Germanic method of computing blood relationship. It forbad
marriage between persons related in the second or third degree of consanguinity
(blood relationship) or affinity (the marriage tie). While a modern genealogist
distinguishes between consanguinity and affinity, the early modern German did
not. Incest was based not just on birth, but on sexual relations between spouses,
Württemberg Stamp
which was considered to have mingled their blood. A spouse's blood relations
became one's own blood relations when a marriage was consummated.
Therefore, even if Anna Barbara and Johann Adam had not been related themselves, they could not
have contracted a legal marriage if Anna Barbara's first husband had been a first or second cousin of
Johann Adam, or if Johann Adam's first wife had been the same to Anna Barbara.
This did not mean that marriages between closer relatives never occurred in southwest German
villages; there were simply too many blood and marriage ties within the small communities to
preclude cousin marriages altogether. Different villages enforced the incest provisions with varying
degrees of consistency and diligence. Couples could also obtain dispensations from church
authorities; for example, in some cases dispensations were granted if the couple shared a grandfather
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or grandmother, but descended from different spouses of that ancestor. Keep in mind as well that
the specific ordinances described in this book were not in force across Germany; each principality,
duchy, or independent territory had its own set of marriage ordinances.
Anna Barbara and her family members held detailed discussions
about potential spouses, and sought advice from close friends in the village
before settling on Johann Adam. Likewise, Johann Adam's relatives were
involved in evaluating possible new wives for him. The discussions within
the two families led to a meeting between Johann Adam and Anna Barbara's
brother, Michael, who was acting as her representative or Kriegsvogt. The
two men agreed to the marriage and shook hands on the agreement, after
which Johann Adam gave him a single coin as a symbol of his pledge. The
giving of a single coin had symbolized Hochfeld marriage agreements since Single Coin
medieval times.
The following week, Johann Adam and Michael went to the Rathaus together,
where they publicly signed a betrothal document and registered the upcoming
marriage. The signing was followed by a small gathering of friends and family at
Michael's home, where the guests and the bride and groom shared a glass of wine
and Lebkuchen, a traditional cookie similar to gingerbread. The couple also
publicly exchanged gifts. Johann Adam gave Anna Barbara 25 florin and a pair of
tiny gold earrings, while she gave him two shirts and two handkerchiefs, which
she had sewn herself. Her gifts were symbolic as much as they were useful. One
scholar has noted that a prospective bride's hand-sewn gifts "represented her skill
Lebkuchen
as a seamstress and housekeeper worthy of the control of the household stocks of
linen, and prefigured the emotional investment of time and care that she would
make in household tasks."
Before the Reformation, the above rituals constituted the entire marriage ceremony.
However, the Evangelisch or Lutheran Church required that a public marriage service be
conducted, with a pastor in attendance, before the marriage was legal. In 1563, the Catholic Church
followed the Evangelisch lead when the Council of Trent also required that marriage vows be
recited in the presence of a priest.
During the Sunday church services in the three weeks leading up to the marriage ceremony,
Pastor Pringsauff read an announcement of the couple's intent to marry. This was the Aufgebot in
German, or the banns in English, which in both languages refer to the act of summoning. It was an
opportunity for anyone who knew of any impediment to a legal marriage to come forward and
prevent the marriage. Such impediments might be a prior, secret commitment that the bride or
groom had given to another person, the discovery of a kinship that violated the incest prohibition,
or a lack of consent to the marriage by either the bride or groom.
The day of the marriage, Johann Adam walked to Michael's home, where Anna Barbara
waited for him, dressed in her best clothes. He gave her a bouquet of flowers and, followed by their
children, relatives, and guests, conducted her to the church. Pastor Pringsauff greeted them at the
door and blessed the couple; at the end of the regular Sunday service, he performed the marriage
ceremony. The wedding party then walked together to Johann Adam's house, where the couple was
to live with their four children.
Female relatives from both families had worked for a
week, scrubbing and cleaning the house inside and out in
preparation for the marriage feast. The house was filled
with greens and spring flowers. A table had been set up
outside, groaning with wine, beer, and the best food that the
family could afford to offer their guests: duck, capons, fish,
sausage, fresh fruit from the hillsides, and several pastries.
The party was a noisy and boisterous gathering that went on
late into the night. As the couple slipped away to their
marriage bed, a group of half-drunk male guests posted
Wedding Party
themselves directly below the bedroom window and
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tormented the couple with pot banging and ribald songs, bellowed at the top of their lungs. The
guests continued to sing and dance until festivities ended in the early hours of the next morning.
One purpose of the marriage ceremony in early modem Germany was to demonstrate a
family's generosity and financial standing. As was common, Johann Adam spent far more on his
wedding celebration than he could truly afford, but nevertheless the festivities were relatively
modest. If he had been able to afford a more elaborate feast and celebration, he might have run
afoul of the village ordinance that limited excessive expenditure for weddings. The ordinance read,
"No one is allowed to spend too much money on a wedding. Even when rich people marry, they
may not invite more people than can be seated at four tables, unless they have special
circumstances and the approval of the lord."
This restriction fell into a category of prohibitions called sumptuary laws. Every community
had sumptuary laws, and they were not unique to early modem Germany. Greece, Rome, even
oriental cultures had them. Their purpose was to enforce distinctions between groups or classes of
people, as well as to discourage the immoral expenditure of funds on frivolous items. The first
imperial police ordinance in Germany to establish sumptuary restrictions was issued in 1530. In
addition to setting limits on how much people of various classes could spend on events such as
weddings and funerals, it also dictated who was allowed to wear certain colors, fabrics, headgear,
and jewelry. It mandated that certain groups of dishonorable people, for example executioners,
prostitutes, and Jews, must wear special clothing or symbols that set them apart from honorable
citizens. In the case of the Jews, they were required to wear a yellow circle sewn to their clothing or
hats.
Writing about German cities, one scholar stated, "Townspeople lived on preassigned streets,
according to their trade or profession, and they dressed in clothing appropriate to one's social class.
To reach above one's station in life or to act contrary to it unsettled one's neighbors and was viewed
as a threat to public order." Villages like Hochfeld were too small to set up designated
neighborhoods for various trades, but they were not too small to frown upon excessive consumption
-particularly, if it appeared an individual was attempting to rise above his ordained life station.
After the wedding, the couple and their children started the process of learning how to
become a family. Johann Adam adored children and loved playing with them, and his stepchildren
were eager for a father figure, so that part of the transition was easy. The adjustment for his son
Jacob was more difficult. Jacob was twelve years old when his father remarried. He and his father
had grown extremely close in their two years alone together.
Between them, they had managed rudimentary cooking and bachelorstyle housekeeping. They had spent long hours together as Johann Adam started
to teach his son the barrel-making trade, and he had begun to speak to his son as
a young man who would soon be ready to assume adulthood. Jacob did not feel
threatened by his father's new relationship with the much younger children,
although the children's constant chatter and activity often annoyed him. The
single sleeping room was once again crowded, and Jacob missed having time
alone.
Barrels
Anna Barbara treated Jacob with businesslike kindness, and for this
Jacob was grateful. He had assumed it was inevitable that his father would marry again, and he had
heard many horror stories about the cruelty or indifference of stepparents, the extreme favoritism
they showed their own children. Jacob had adored his mother, had vivid memories of her, and was
too old to long for mothering for himself, so all he wanted from his stepmother was fair and
courteous treatment, which she gave him. On balance, he was glad to give up his exclusive
relationship with his father in order to enjoy a clean house and clothes and decent food on the table
again. When he observed how happy his father was in his new marriage, he was more than willing
to share his father's heart.
Johann Adam's family had not always been as poor as they were in 1816, when he lost his
wife and children to malnutrition and disease. His paternal grandparents, Jörg Mann and his wife
Maria Schneider, had owned a house and outbuildings as well as land holdings of 42 morgen under
cultivation, 2 morgen of meadowland, and a 1-morgen garden plot. They were comfortable, even
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prosperous. But they also had five children who survived to adulthood. In Hochfeld, as was common
across most of the southwest German lands, all children shared equally in their parents' estates.
As his share of his parents' inheritance, Johann Adam's father, Georg Adam, received 10
morgen under cultivation, one-half of the garden plot, a cow, two pigs, and some tools and
equipment. Georg Adam's wife, Maria Magdalena Lymbach, brought house linens, cooking pots and
utensils, and money to the marriage. The only real property she received was the outbuilding and the
half-house in which Johann Adam now lived; her parents' field strips and garden plot went to her
brothers. Maria Magdalena bore ten children, but half died, and there were never more than five
children alive at any given point during the marriage. Therefore, Georg Adam and his wife were
able to rear their family, securely if not lavishly, on the land they controlled.
When it came time to settle the estate of his parents, for his share Johann Adam received the
half-house and its outbuilding, some of the house's furniture, some tools and equipment, and the half
-morgen garden plot. His brothers received one-third each of the cultivated land and half each of the
livestock while his sisters shared one-third of the land, some of the furniture, and a little money.
Johann Adam's wife brought to the marriage 2 morgen of cultivated land and household items such
as linens, pots, and utensils. The negligible land holdings of Johann Adam and his first wife were
the reason that in addition to growing vegetables and cultivating his wife's field strips, Johann Adam
had been forced to hire himself out as a day laborer. But as he began his second marriage, Johann
Adam hoped for a more secure economic life as a result of the modest income he now earned as a
barrel-maker and the assets that his new wife brought to the marriage.
Anna Barbara's parents were both still alive when she married for the first time, so she had
not yet received her inheritance portion. Instead, she received what most about-to-be married
children received from their parents: a Heiratsgut, or an endowment with which she could begin her
adult life. (In parts of Württemberg, this advance of part of a child's inheritance was called a Voraus.
The modern equivalents are Aussteuer or Mitgift.) A Heiratsgut might include land, dwellings,
money, livestock, equipment, tools, and household goods. As her Heiratsgut, Anna Barbara had
received clothing, household goods, linen, a sow, a milk cow, and 165 florin. Anna Barbara did not
receive another endowment upon her second marriage, but she brought with her the initial
Heiratsgut.
A Heiratsgut was considered to be a temporary distribution of assets; technically, the adult
children returned this property to the estate of their parents before a final distribution was made at
the parents' deaths. In most but not all cases, the final distribution would be larger than the
Heiratsgut since it also included the assets with which the deceased parents had supported
themselves. Anna Barbara's only surviving sibling was her brother Michael, so she could anticipate
eventually receiving half of her parents' estates. Anna Barbara's father had died before her second
marriage, but her mother was entitled to use his real and personal property during her life, so there
would be no final distribution until after the death of Anna Barbara's mother. Overall, Anna Barbara
and Johann Adam brought approximately the same net worth to the new marriage.
To Be Continued…Spring 2019 Issue.
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APRIL 27

FAMILY TREE ON FAMILY SEARCH
DIANA DRUBACK
COLUMBUS METROPOLITAN LIBRARY, 96 S. Grant Ave., Columbus, OH

MAY 25

FINDING YOUR GERMAN ANCESTORS: MIGRATIONS OUT OF
GERMANY TO AMERICA AND WHERE THEY WENT
NANCY OTTMAN
COLUMBUS METROPOLITAN LIBRARY, 96 S. Grant Ave., Columbus, OH

ALL FORUM SESSIONS ARE HELD FROM 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m in Room 3B.
Everyone is welcome to attend... no advance registration is necessary. Watch the chapter website for
the latest updates and additions

O
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ur thanks to the following individuals whose financial gifts to OH-PalAm
during 2018 have helped advance the work of our society:
Laurence & Elizabeth Bicking
Arlene Castor
Daniel E. Crane
Michael E. Geron
Evelyn Friebis Gilbert
Brian E. Hartzell
Stuart R. Herlan
Gretchen Klebahn
Lorene Magee
Patricia T. McRowe
Frances Mercer
Nancy & Vicky Ottman
Robert C. Rau
Leanna Shaberly
Mary L. Shellenberger
Debra L. Spencer
Joe A. Stamm
David & Pat Uhrick

W

arren Bittner,CG® well-known genealogical researcher
and lecturer, will be the featured speaker at the Spring
2019 Seminar of the Ohio Chapter, Palatines to America
on Saturday, April 13th at Der Dutchman Restaurant in
Plain City, Ohio. The list of topics will be as follows:
•How German History Affects Research
•Germany and its Legal Records
•Bads, Bergs, Burgs, and Bachs
•Meyer’s Gazetteer

The recipient of the National Genealogical Society’s 2011 Writing Contest, Bittner lectures
widely at conferences and workshops around the country on methodology and German research
topics. His award-winning NGS article – “Without Land, Occupation, Rights, or Marriage
Privilege: The Büttner Family from Bavaria to New York” – also received the NGS’s Award of
Excellence in 2012.
Bittner is a former trustee for the Board of Certification of Genealogists and a former
German Collection Manager at the Family History Library in Salt Lake City. He has coordinated
German research tracks at the Institute of Genealogy and Historical Research (IGHR), the
Genealogical Research Institute of Pittsburgh (GRIP), and the Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy
(SLIG).
He holds a Master’s degree in history from Utah State University. His Master’s thesis
examined the social factors affecting illegitimacy in 19th century Bavaria.

T

he Spring 2019 Seminar is priced at $45 for members, $55 for non-members, and includes
a full syllabus, four seminar sessions, a vendor showcase, a continental breakfast featuring
Der Dutchman’s famous German pastries, coffee and juice. Lunch includes a full buffet
with broasted chicken and roast beef, mashed potatoes, noodles, stuffing, various hot
vegetables, green salad, rolls and a variety of desserts.
During this seminar, the Ohio Chapter, Palatines to America’s will host its 2019 Annual
Meeting, including the election of officers and directors for the year.
SEE PAGE 16 FOR THE REGISTRATION FORM

The following new chapter members joined between November 18-January 2019.
Stan Keim – Sabetha, KS
Linda Metcalf – Lucas, OH
Georgia Siegel – Gahanna, OH
Bonnie Williams – Centerville, OH
Drema Wetzel – New Paris, OH
Jacob Hutchins – Grove City, OH
Christine M Kernan – Kettering, OH
Michael Kelly – Galloway, OH
Carol Hilton – Dublin, OH
Membership as of January 31, 2019 is 340.
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or many years, I have tried to find out the town in Switzerland where my
great, great grandfather, John George Block was born. I even hired a Swiss
genealogist but with no success. I was beginning to think it was an impossible task.
Then Dr. Roger Minert came to the rescue. During Dr. Minert's OH-PalAm Spring
Seminar in 2018, he invited members of the audience to meet with him during breaks to discuss our
personal genealogical challenges.
I, along with many others, took him up on his offer.
I told Dr. Minert the information I knew about my great, great
grandfather. Most of the information came from his Defiance,
Ohio obituary, which is shown at the left. Dr. Minert listened
intently. He suggested I send him an email.
So, a few days later, I sent Dr. Minert an email with the
facts that I knew were true or likely were true: John George
Block was born on the 22 May 1801 in the Canton of Bern,
Switzerland; he was probably Catholic; he emigrated to the
U.S. around 1834. U.S. Census records of his sons indicate
that his mother tongue was either French or German or both.
Just a day or two later, Dr. Minert responded by email. He
recommended one of his former students, Aften Fairbanks, to
do the research for me. I agreed.
1870 obituary notice of Art Block's great,
Mr. Fairbanks got right to work. He searched the Swiss
great grandfather, John George Block.(1) Surname Registry and came up with four possible hometowns
of my great-great-grandfather.

Belp, Bern
Grellingen, Bern
Vinelz, Bern
Le Lantern, Neuchatel
Mr. Fairbanks mentioned that before 1800, there was a Bloch family that moved from
Vinelz to Le Lantern. He said that he included Le Lantern in his search even though it is not
located in the Canton of Bern.
Since John George Block was probably Catholic when he immigrated, Mr. Fairbanks began
his search with the two towns with a majority Catholic population (Belp and Grellingen).
In Grellingen, Mr. Fairbanks found the following birth registration index record from the
Civil Register. (1)
This document states that "Bloch, Johan Jorg" was born "2 Prairial of the 9th Year."
The Civil Register is in French because that region of Switzerland was under French rule
(Napoleon) from 1792 to 1815. And, the registration office used the French Republican calendar.
The date, "2 Prairial of the 9th Year," corresponds to 22 May 1801 on the Gregorian
calendar. Thus, this date matches the birth date given in my great, great grandfather's obituary.
Mr. Fairbanks examined the records at the other three towns. Two of the towns had no
Bloch families recorded between 1790-1815 and the last had no one with the correct name and
corresponding birth date.
Mr. Fairbanks concluded that the hometown of John George Block (Johan Jorg Bloch) is
Grellingen, Switzerland. In 1801, Grellingen had a population of perhaps 300. The town is located
a few miles south of Basel, but only about 5 miles from the French border and about 5 miles from
the German border.
Next, Mr. Fairbanks retrieved the birth registration record from the Civil Register. My
great, great grandfather's record is shown. (1)
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Line from Swiss birth registration document for Bloch, Johan Jorg.(1)
Translation: On the second of Prairial in the ninth year under the French Republican calendar at
10 o'clock this morning, was born a male child. Hans Jorg Bloch, the legitimate son of
Franz Bloch, native of Grellingen and Maria Ursula Muller, native of Pfeffingen. Living in
residence number 34. Witnesses: Jorg Schmidt of Grellingen, age 47 years, Anna Muller of
Pfeffingen, age 36 years. (Note that the names Hans and Johan were used interchangeably
during this period.)
Mr. Fairbanks continued his research beyond the initial scope. He found the marriage
record for my 3rd great grandparents, Franz Bloch and Maria Ursula Muller. This record is shown.
(1)

Header from Marriage record for parents of Johan Jorg
Block -- Franz Bloch and and Maria Ursula Muller.(1)

Translation: On the twentieth day of Prairial in the eighth year (9 Jun 1800) were married Franz
Bloch of Grellingen, son of Hans Georg Bloch and Anna Maria Leiser (or Leister) to Maria
Ursula Muller of Pfeffingen, legitimate daughter of Adam Muller and Ursula Schneyder.
The results of Mr. Fairbank’s research greatly exceeded my expectations. I wish to thank
Dr. Roger Minert and Mr. Aften Fairbanks for their expertise and willingness to do the work. I did
not think I would ever know where John George Block was born. But, now I do.
Incredibly, I also learned the names of his parents, their marriage date, and their place of
marriage. As a bonus, I also now know the names of John George Block's grandparents as well as
the names and birthdates of five of his siblings.
This process has been an amazing journey and I plan
to visit Grellingen and Pfeffingen (the towns are only a
couple of miles apart) in 2019 to better understand the life
and times of my Swiss ancestors.

(1) Johann Jorg Bloch, birth registration index record, Registres de
l'etat civil, 1792-1814, Bureau de l'etat civil, Grellingen, Bern,
Switzerland, FHL microfilm 1348008, Item 2.
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Swiss Civil Register from Grellingen, Bern,
Switzerland, 1792-1814. (1)

K

ent Robinson will coordinate this year’s Pal-Am Family History Library Research Trip
to Salt Lake City on September 15-22, 2019. Kent is the former president of the Indiana Chapter and the immediate past National president. He has conducted research at
the Family History Center’s Library on at least 50 days and personally knows German
experts who work on the International desk or others who are often at the Library. He has traveled
to Germany on nine occasions, doing research on three of those trips, including visits to the ancestral village of his mother’s emigrant family. He encourages those who have never been to the Family History Library to take advantage of this group trip during which they can experience the interaction and encouragement of fellow researchers, library classes, daily guidance and reduced hotel
rates.
Registration fees include seven nights at the Salt
Lake City Hotel at $460 per person (including taxes) for
a deluxe double queen room until June 1st. Travel to and
from Salt Lake City is at each registrant’s expense, and
fees do not include parking at the hotel, nor meals.
For more information, contact Kent Robinson at
nekero@aol.com.

I

n conjunction with the Ashtabula County Library,4335 Park Ave., Ashtabula,
OH

Researching Your German Ancestors
Saturday, June 22nd – 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Guest Speaker – Jayne Davis

No fee; for more information 440-997-9341
Friends in New York State and Pennsylvania
are cordially invited to attend these free
sessions. No reservation is necessary.

14

My Ancestors Lived Here

Palatines to America

$18.00 sizes Med., Large, X-large
$22.00 sizes XXL and XXXL
Visit our website to purchase at:
https://oh-palam.org/bookstore.php
Palatines to America—Ohio
Chapter

Ohio Chapter Officers
President: Thomas Gerke tagerke@yahoo.com
Vice President: Linda Dietrich
lindabelle@lcs.net
Recording Secretary: Lori Poch
loripoch@yahoo.com
Corresponding Secretary:
Debbie Seemueller
dseemueller@gmail.com
Treasurer: Joe Stamm jastamm@gmail.com
Membership Registrar:
Carol Swinehart ckfsmail@gmail.com
Past President: Vern Erickson vehouse@aol.com
Trustees
Art Block guycoke@aol.com
Brian Hartzell hartzell56@hotmail.com
Roberta Newcomer rnewcome@roadrunner.com
David Kuhns DpKuhns3@gmail.com
Deb Cyprych dcyprych@gmail.com
Carol Chafin cechafin@gmail.com
Ginny Poland ginny.poland@gmail.com
Marilyn Logue mlogue@sprintmail.com
Committee Chairs
Awards: OPEN
Financial: Joe Stamm jastamm@gmail.com
Library Liaison: Russ Pollitt
russpollitt@gmail.com
Nominations: Vern Erickson vehouse@aol.com
Publications: Brian Hartzell
hartzell56@hotmail.com
Programs: OPEN
Publicity: Richard Hartle
rhartle12@columbus.rrr.com
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German Ancestor Research
and Community Forum:
Diana Druback dldruback@sbcglobal.net
Book Sales: Linda Dietrich lindabelle@lcs.net
Long Range Planning: OPEN
Heritage Editor: Richard Uhrick
uhrick.richard@gmail.com
Archives: Marilyn Logue
mlogue@sprintmail.com
Managing Editors: Brian Hartzell, Art Block,
Deb Cyprych and Jo Ellen Mason
Webmaster: Carol Swinehart
ckfsmail@gmail.com
National Office
4601 N. High St., Suite C, Columbus, OH 43214
Or by mail:
PO Box 141260, Columbus, OH 43214
614-267-4700
www.palam.org
Palatines to America is a non-profit organization dedicated to finding
the origins of German-speaking ancestors in Europe. Membership
dues per year (October 1 through September 30): USA residents •
$35 individual • $40 family *Paper newsletter, additional $7
Make checks payable to Membership Registrar, Palatines to America.
Payment includes both National and Chapter dues.
The OH Chapter of Pal Am publishes Palatine Heritage Newsletter
with quarterly issues in Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter.
Published articles may be copied for non-commercial use by
genealogists or for reprint if proper credit is given: Palatine Heritage,
Ohio Chapter of Palatines to America, copyright 2018.
Queries are welcome and will be printed in two (2) successive
newsletters. Please use genealogically accepted format and
abbreviations.
Contributions to Heritage are encouraged. Articles should not exceed
600 words. If materials submitted are copyrighted, proof of
authorization to publish must be provided; sources from other

The Ohio Chapter Palatines to America
German Genealogy 2019 Spring Seminar
PRESENTED BY WARREN BITTNER, CG
“THE LAND THEY LIVED ON”
How German History Affects Research
Germany and its Legal Records
Meyer’s Gazetteer: Gateway to Germany
Bads, Bergs, Burgs, and Bachs
SEMINAR WILL BE HELD AT DER DUTCHMAN RESTAURANT, 445 JEFFERSON AVE,
RTE. 42, PLAIN CITY, OHIO 43064 U.S.A. , ON SATURDAY, APRIL 13, 2019

9:00am til 4:00pm

Fees include syllabus, seminar sessions, vendor showcase, Der Dutchman pastries, coffee and juice for
breakfast and full Buffet lunch including Broasted Chicken and Roast Beef,
Mashed Potatoes, Noodles, Stuffing, Vegetables, Salad, Rolls, and Dessert
Register today! Use Pay Pal online at the website: https://oh-palam.org/registernow.php
Or: make check payable to Ohio Chapter – Palam and mail with registration form to:
Joe Stamm, 3930 Lander Road, Chagrin Falls, OH 44022-1329, questions? lindabelle@lcs.net

REGISTRATION DEADLINE –APRIL 7 2019

MEMBER: $45.00 EACH

NON-MEMBER: $55.00 EACH

After APRIL 7, cost is $55.00 for Members and $65.00 for Non-Members
NAME #1___________________________________________MEMBER?______________
NAME #2___________________________________________MEMBER?______________
ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP___________________________________________________________
PHONE:___________________________________EMAIL:__________________________
SURNAMES I AM RESEARCHING: PLEASE LIST FOUR SURNAMES FOR NAME#1:

__________________________________

___________________________________

__________________________________

____________________________________

SURNAMES I AM RESEARCHING: PLEASE LIST FOUR SURNAMES FOR NAME #2:
__________________________________

______________________________________

__________________________________

______________________________________

