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B

efore the Maifest can begin on the first
of May, there are the evening
celebrations of April 30 to chase away
the evils of winter. Many legends and superstitions about this night
(Walpurgisnacht) exist. They reflect a mixture of the old pagan myths and the
Christian beliefs and celebrations to welcome spring and honor St. Walpurga
(the protector against magic) on her birthday, April 30, and her Saints Day, the
first of May.
Walpurgisnacht – the witches’ night
The legends about Walpurgisnacht go well back before their use as a
backdrop in Goethe’s Faust. It is thought that witches gathered on the Brocken,
the highest mountain of the Harz, for a night of magic potions and listening to
the devil make his annual speech around a bonfire. People believed the witches
flew on brooms, pitchforks, shovels, or stolen animals they gathered up on the
way. The farmers would protect their stables from the witches by hanging three
crosses and herbs on the doors and by placing crossed stockings on their
children’s beds. They would also hide the brooms in case a witch was looking
for some transportation. They lit fires and burned straw dolls representing
witches and made noises with firecrackers, pots and pans, or other instruments
to keep the witches from stopping at their homes.
Other heathen spring festivals called for sacrifices made on mountaintops
and a “drink of love” as the center of the celebration. The drink was thought to
have the power of rejuvenation. This drink may have evolved into today’s
woodruff flavored drink called Maibowle.

T

he weather is warmer and farmers are planting in the
fields, sure signs of Spring. 135 attendees enjoyed a
wonderful Spring Seminar April 28th. Dr. Roger
Minert did not disappoint us because his information
and stories were fascinating. We also enjoyed the book vendors,
Ohio Chapter Pal Am Bookstore offerings, as well as, the Der
Dutchman pastries and buffet. We offer a big “Thank You” to
the many people who worked to make the event so successful.
On October 27th the Ohio Chapter will present Dr. Wolfgang
Grams of Oldenburg, Germany for the 2018 Fall Seminar at the
Der Dutchman Restaurant in Plain City. He is an expert in
German emigration from the German perspective and an expert
on researching in Germany.
During the Spring Seminar the annual membership meeting
was held as required by law for a non-profit organization. The
minutes from last year’s meeting and the budget for the April
2018-March 2019 financial year were approved.
Congratulations to the following people for their election to office: Linda Dietrich, vicepresident (2018-2020), Lori Poch, recording secretary (2018-2020), Joe Stamm, treasurer (20182020), and Board of Trustee members Deb Cyprych (2018-2021), Diana Druback (2018-2021), David
Kuhns (2018-2021), and Roberta Newcomer (2018-2019). Going off the Board of Trustees is
Christian Steck. We are very grateful for Christian’s active involvement. We also say thank you to
Roberta Newcomer who ends her term as vice-president and to Linda Dietrich who ends her term as
treasurer.
It was our pleasure to present well-deserved awards. The Meritorious Service Award was
presented to Christian Steck. The Outstanding Achievement Award was presented to Brian Hartzell.
The Certificate of Appreciation was presented to Martha Mercer.
This issue of the Palatine Heritage is the premiere issue sent digitally instead of by postal
mail. We trust you will appreciate the beautiful photos and designs, as well as, the promptness of the
issue. Let us know of questions or concerns.
I hope we will see many of you at the National Pal Am conference in Buffalo, NY in June. It
looks to be a very good event.
I am reminded of 1993 when I took a group to Germany. An 82-year old member who spoke
German had the last name Auf der Strasse (on the street). In Berlin her suitcase arrived late. The
person bringing her suitcase to the hotel asked her name. Upon hearing the name he responded “Auf
der Strasse, das ist kein Name! (that is not a name).” She responded “Das ist mein Name (that is my
name).” In the Erfurt hotel she was confronted with the same situation, telling her that Auf der
Strasse is not a name. The hotel clerk was surprised when in helping her find her cousin’s phone
number he found the name in the Bielefeld telephone book. These Germans were implying that Auf
der Strasse cannot be a name because it does not make sense. The family’s house could not be “on
the street”, or “on the road.” Her cousin took her to the family ancestral home from whence the name
came. The house is so close to the road that there is no lawn, no sidewalk, and barely a berm. It was
extremely unusual for a house to be so near the road. We suspect that to be the origin of the name.
Alles Gute!
Tom
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D

ave joined Palatines to America about 5 years ago and
began volunteering at the National office a couple of
years later doing research as requested and
maintaining the IRA submissions. He had always had
an interest in genealogy but did not actively pursue it until
retiring from PPG 10 years ago. Actually, Dave says his wife,
Pat, started the pursuit of family history first. The benefits that
they received from the hard work of others motivated Dave to
volunteer at the National office.
Dave is originally from Columbus, but he and his family also lived in Chicago and Germany.
The Kuhns have two children and three grandchildren. Dave’s other interests include gardening,
traveling and fishing.

OTHER NEWLY ELECTED
The night’s procession – led by the devil
OHIO CHAPTER PAL AM
The Walpurgis Society, founded in 1903, developed
Vice President: Linda Dietrich
many ways of celebrating the Walpurgisnacht. In some
Recording Secretary: Lori Poch
areas of Germany, the boys dress as devils and the girls
Treasurer: Joe Stamm
dress as witches, then march in a procession led by an adult Trustee: Deb Cyprych
dressed as a devil. At the end of the march, a band joins
Trustee: Diana Druback
with them around a bonfire where the devil makes a speech. Trustee: David Kuhns
The May Queen joins in to recite a spring poem.
Trustee: Roberta Newcomer
Some of the noted dishes on Walpurgisnacht menus
were “cave bear ham in red magic sauce,” and Hoppelpoppel from Satan’s vegetable garden. After
the meal there are fireworks at midnight and the communal singing of the famous song “Der Mai ist
gekommen” (May has come.)
Preparation for the Maifest
Although the activities vary in the areas throughout Germany, the traditional theme is that once
the evil is defeated, the Maypole can be
erected for the Maifest celebration. The
boys will go into the forest to find a tall tree
to chop down. After it is felled, the
branches are chopped off and the bark is
removed from the trunk. The tree will be
moved from the forest into the village by a
horse or a tractor with a brass marching
band joining in the parade.
Once the pole is in the village, it is
turned into a Maypole. A green wreath
made of branches and flowers is placed at the top. Carved, wooden cutouts depicting local crafts and
trades are attached to the sides of the pole. The pole is sometimes painted blue and white, and there
are long ribbons of many colors floating out from the wreath at the top of the pole. [See Photo] The
Maypole is the center of celebrations including special dances and sporting events, including races,
long jumps and the javelin throw.
The pole is left up in some places until the eve of Pentecost, which is in June, the seventh Sunday
after Easter. During this time there are some communities that guard the village Maypole both day
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 Brian Hartzell - Outstanding Achievement Award
 Brian Hartzell is presented the Outstanding Achievement Award for his participation on
the Ohio Chapter Board of Trustees for the past five years, chairing the Publications
Committee, and with the members of the Publications Committee has maintained the
high quality of the Palatine Heritage newsletter.
 Martha Mercer - Certificate of Appreciation
 Martha Mercer is presented the Certificate of Appreciation. Martha is the owner of
Maia's Books, a loyal vendor at many Ohio Chapter seminars. Martha helped with the
move of the Palatine Collection from the Weber Road location to the Columbus
Metropolitan Library and helped in moving the National Resource Center office from
the Weber Road location to the current location on North High Street.
 Christian Steck - Meritorious Service Award
 Christian Steck is presented the Meritorious Service Award because of his participation
on the Ohio Chapter Board of Trustees for the past three years, chairing the Program
Committee, as well as, assisting and leadership in seminar planning and implementation.

Frances Mercer accepts award from Tom Gerke on behalf of her daughter
Martha Mercer.

20

Palatines to America
PO Box 141260

Columbus, OH 43214

A

re you looking to broaden your ancestor detective skills? Then plan to attend the
Palatines to America German Genealogy Society’s 2018 National Conference being held
from June 15 to 16 in the Adams Mark Hotel, Buffalo, NY.
The keynote speakers are John Colletta and Baerbel Johnson, both nationally known for
their expert knowledge of German genealogy. Six additional speakers with varied genealogical
expertise round out the two-day program, providing a wide variety of topics and information. A
conference syllabus with written information about each presentation will be provided to registrants.
A vendor room will offer items for purchase and information about societies to assist you with
your German genealogy. Breaks between sessions will provide time to network with others who
share your genealogical interests.
Pre-conference activities include access to the German genealogy resources in the Grosvenor
Room at the Buffalo and Erie County Public Library on Wednesday, June 13 and a Western New
York German American Experience bus trip plus a Beginner German Genealogy Workshop on
Thursday, June 14.
For more information and registration form, visit www.palam.org

F
•
•
•
•
•

amilySearch has created a new tool for researchers to get help with their family history
research from their own homes. This new site, called Community Groups, is a site where
people can

ask questions
upload documents and get help with translation
participate in discussions
learn about upcoming webinars
discover new resources

Also, if people have special knowledge and skills, they can
•
answer questions
•
translate documents for others
•
share new resources
Of course, it is free and there is no obligation.
Of particular interest for your members would be the ‘Germany’ group, but we have groups for
other countries as well. We hope that this tool will be a valuable resource for those interested in
their family history. For more information about how to sign up and use the site, please see
this link:
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/FamilySearch_Genealogy_Research_Groups
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and night so it won’t be stolen by a group from a neighboring community. There is sometimes a
competition between villages to see who has the tallest Maypole. The poles can be as tall as 125
feet.
Sometimes the Maypole is called a Maibaum, a symbol of a tree of life and rebirth of spring. In
some places young boys plant oak saplings in the public park and then have a contest that is a type
of history “quiz-down.” Many historical questions are asked, and the boy standing the longest and
answering the most questions correctly is crowned the Maikoenig (May King). He is decorated with
birch branches or birch bark and will go from house to house collecting candy, sausage and eggs
which he can later share with his group of friends. He also may choose a Maikoenigin (May
Queen). She will be decorated with flowers to symbolize summer.
A young man can give tree branches to young women to express various feelings during
Maifest. If he places a birch tree branch in the window of a young woman, he is telling her that he
loves her. A shriveled shrub tells her that the relationship is over, and a cherry twig tells her she is
pretty. An oak tree says there is consistency in the relationship, a twig of thorns reveals deceit, and
a beech branch tells her he has left her for another girlfriend.
Auctioning of young women
A Mailehen is an auction that actually “sells off” young women as traditional event. It is similar
to the old fashioned basket socials in America, where food baskets are auctioned off to young men.
The auctioneer describes the girls in terms used at lumber auctions. The older girls might be called
“good chopping blocks” and the younger girls would be described as “flowering apple trees.” If a
boy buys a girl, he has the right to date her for a year. He sends her a birch bough and a bottle of
cinnamon flavored wine. She will respond by sending him candy.
After one year, the relationship may lead to an engagement or marriage. If this does not happen,
the young man may burn a straw dummy of the girl at the auction the following year.

The “Labor Day” tradition
The first of May is also known as Labor Day (Tag der Arbeit) after the German National
Assembly of Weimar made it a public holiday in 1919. There are marches, parades, and speeches
organized by the trade unions in Germany similar to those in other countries.
The older traditional celebrations to welcome spring are unique to Germany and occur more in
rural areas. In small villages, we might still see today dancing around the Maypole and young men
climbing up the pole barefoot. They are trying to reach the wreath at the top of the pole where
prizes are waiting for them to take as a reward for their effort. In the larger sense, that reward is the
preservation of customs originating in ancient traditions.
Permission to reprint this article has been graciously granted by the Sacramento German Genealogy Society (SGGS)
publishers of the Der Blumenbaum SGGS. This article is from the April, May, June 2012 issue - Volume 29, Number 4.
www.sggs.us. © 2012 Germanic Genealogy Society.

L

ong-time Ancestor Chart Editor Allen Wiant has announced that he will retire from his
Palatines to America post. Thank you, Allen, for the dedication, support and valuable
service that you have provided to Pal Am!
Congratulations are also due… we have learned that Allen and his wife celebrated their
th
70 wedding anniversary in March of this year.
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The following excerpt is the fourth in a series from the book entitled Trade In
Strangers by Dr. Marianne S. Wokeck, associate professor at Indiana UniversityPurdue University at Indianapolis and a member of the Indiana Chapter of Palatines
to America. This article is reprinted here with the permission of Dr. Wokeck.

I

n competition for colonists from the Rhine lands, the projects for settlement in the British
North American colonies differed from those organized by Prussia, Austria, Russia, France,
and Spain in two fundamental ways. First, the campaign for settlers involved many different
interests that were not ultimately defined and funded by the authority of one particular
government. Transatlantic recruitment efforts were not concerted drives. Second, promoters
depended in large part on colonists who were able to pay the substantial costs of relocating
overseas, because most settlement projects did not assume transportation expenses. Both
characteristics meant that the common promotion and recruitment methods needed to be modified,
and it was these modifications that shaped the migration flow across the Atlantic.
Promoters ranged from European and colonial governments to
small-scale operators with interests in a wide geographical area,
from Nova Scotia to Georgia and including coastal regions, as
well as areas along the frontiers of European settlement. (See
Map) In their quest to turn vast areas of New World land into
profitable ventures, American landlords and speculators made use
of any connections they had or could readily establish in the Rhine
lands, in order to tap the reservoir of potential emigrants.
William Penn [at left], proprietor of
Pennsylvania, was in the forefront when he
advertised among co-religionists on the continent
to win settlers for his “holy experiment.” (70) The
success of German settlement in Pennsylvania
inspired others to adopt and improve on features
of the project that fit their own situation.
Impoverished landed gentry in the Rhine lands, as
well as would-be landlords and speculators in America,
approached both the Board of Trade and colonial proprietors and governments with offers to settle
their lands in return for property and a title of their own. Conversely, provincial governments and
many different kinds of private developers in North America sought “foreign Protestants” in order
to secure title to their lands, gain protections against Indians and other enemies, and improve the
value of their holdings or operations. (71) Each of these schemes, big or small, started in the
homeland of its European promoter or the continental agent employed by its American developer.
As a result, communities with especially close connections to American settlements could be
located quite close to each other in the Rhine lands, so competition for emigrants could be fierce.
Such competition led recruiters to tap new sources and branch out into other territories. (72)
Whether these points of origin became sources of emigration over time, forming well-established
and long-term networks linking German homelands with the American colonies, depended on who
effectively a project could be promoted and the types of settlers it could enlist. (73)
Advertising and recruiting were critical in disseminating information about faraway place to
those who had already decided to leave the homeland and were crucial in preparing the way for
those who were still uncertain or not yet interested in relocating. In the long run, successful
colonization schemes — public or private — depended on persuading large numbers of people to
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relocate, not just the much smaller number of people who had few options besides to leave the
homeland. American settlement projects, in particular, offered potential colonists no financial
support, so only emigrants who had some property could even contemplate a move overseas.
Advertising was often the important first step in making known the opportunities available in a
specific unfamiliar place. Effective techniques for soliciting settlers for distant locations included
both skillful use of the media and the face-to-face persuasion by recruiters, selectively targeting the
types of emigrants most desired or needed for a particular settlement. Personalized enlistment efforts
by people who were known and trusted locally were especially convincing and most likely to
transform potential emigrants into actual colonists. Private letters or visits from former emigrants
who had succeeded in the New World were other powerful means for persuading Rhinelander's to
leave home for America.
Promotional literature acquainted large numbers of people with settlement opportunities. Despite
great variation in composition, length, and style, a glowing account of the geographical features,
climate, animals, plants, and other notable characteristics of the colony was standard. (74) The lack
of accuracy, common to most such early descriptions, usually gave way to a more realistic outline of
settlement conditions, including advice on how to prepare for the journey and what to take, leave
behind, or acquire along the way. (75) As migration to America increased, more letters, reports, and
advice were made public and circulated in the Rhine lands. (76)
If promotional pamphlets and tracts planted the idea of residing and working overseas,
newspapers helped bring people into direct contact with real possibilities for emigration. (77) They
accomplished this by publishing specific information about arrangements for relocation and by
printing reports from and about successful immigrants with whom the reader could identify. (78)
Since not everyone could read or had ready access to printed material, personal letters would reach a
greater variety of people and were much better targeted. Everyone agreed that a positive letter from
America had a tremendous impact and was likely to prompt emigration. (79)
Whether a particular settlement in the American colonies fizzled or thrived depended in large
part on its reputation in the Rhine lands above and beyond the propaganda. Only migrants who had
undertaken the move across the Atlantic could convincingly convey to relatives and former
neighbors whether the promises about settlement in the colonies held up or fell short. (80) Positive
news meant that others would follow, creating a chain of migration. Negative reports had a
detrimental effect on migration and forced recruiters to find settlers elsewhere. (81) This is in part
why some villages and areas participated in a particular migration flow repeatedly and in substantial
numbers, while other places contributed only limited numbers or only once. (82)

Steerage Passage
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The practice of writing to relatives and friends left behind in the homelands was widespread and
had been established early. These communications were clearly intended to be read to kin and
neighbors, as is evident from the prominent part given to “family news” on both sides of the
Atlantic — sometimes in connection with inquiries and instructions concerning inheritance matters.
(83) The letters that survive vary a great deal in content and style. (84) Not all writers were happy
in the New World. (85) Others, although content with how things had turned out for them, were
cautious in recommending such a move to friends and former neighbors because they did not want
to be blamed for any difficulties that might occur if those back home decided to undertake the long
and dangerous journey.
The letters that directly or indirectly advocated immigration had certain recurrent themes. Most
immigrants first wrote home when they could impart positive news, but difficulties encountered
during the journey and in the early years of settlement figure large in such reports. Pride in
subsequent achievements, especially acquisition of property and all the basics for making a decent
living, temper this impact of initial hardships, however. Most immigrants found that they missed
the people who remained behind, but they expressed no desire to return. Many immigrant letters
mentioned that the country was free of all German taxes (Auflagen), had no tithe and no
compulsory service, had free hunting and fishing, and had a yearly tax so low that some people
spent the same amount during one visit to the tavern. (86)
What stands out in letter after letter is the
strong lure of a “free country,” a characteristic that
set relocation in the American colonies apart from
settlements established eastward by the
governments of Prussia, Austria, and Russia. (87)
Other positive features were added, although one
must allow for some bragging. Descriptions of
America as a land with enough bread and work
and plenty of wood —where one could “buy,
settle, and borrow without restrictions,” where “all
trade and professions are free,” where chances for
Farmer
women to marry were good, where “whoever
works hard can make a decent living,” where “it is
not like at home that the lord pesters the subjects
to the utmost with taxes and compulsory service,
for we sit…quiet under our government, who
govern no longer than a year, then they or others
are elected by the subjects…,” and where all
religious groups were tolerated de facto, if not de
inure — carried a good deal of weight with those
who knew the writers and their circumstances in
the Old World. (88)
Yet most immigrants who had become
successful settlers were realistic about the
difficulties that later emigrants would face, and
they repeatedly warned that people who do not
Carpenter
want to work should stay at home. In the words of
a settler in South Caroline, “As attractive as this country is, as difficult and expensive is it for
everybody to reach it; only untiringly active and strong people who have money can eventually
become rich and happy.” (89) A reluctance to advise others to relocate was counterbalanced by few
indications of any desire to return and by offers to help those who did come. (90) The letters that
25

offered advice about preparations for the move included some quite specific recommendations,
ranging from where to buy provisions cheaply to warnings about certain agents. (91)

Philadelphia Harbor, 1750
Receiving news from a relative, friend, or former neighbor who had settled in the distant
“islands” of Carolina and Pennsylvania was in itself a major event. Being able to seek confirmation
from the mail-carrying “newlander” and to ask questions was also highly conductive to emigration.
At a time when regular postal service over long distances was not available for ordinary people,
personal letters from the American colonies to the Rhineland were often carried by people who
were traveling that route anyway and offered to carry messages for a fee. (92) The difficulties and
expense involved in sending news may help explain the long periods of time that elapsed between
emigration and the first letters home. (93) Over the course of the century, however, it became easier
to find Germans who were willing to carry letters back home, because more were returning to
Europe more often, and even regularly, and because those who crossed the Atlantic eastward often
advertised their services as couriers in the newspapers. (94) Yet Germans on both sides of the
Atlantic harbored suspicions that letters could be intercepted, confiscated, or tampered with by
people who had vested interests— such as merchants and their agents, who feared the effects that
negative reports would have on their reputations and business, and also territorial officials, who had
the power to censor all mail from foreign lands. Consequently, some immigrants and letter-carrying
“newlanders” took precautions, such as using codes, to assure the addressee that the message was
authentic, or they took measures to conceal the letters form the authorities. (95)
Return visits of newlanders had an even broader and more immediate impact than letters,
because, having already made the journey, they could help others arrange to relocate. (96) The most
common such visitors were those who came but once to fetch family members left behind or to
settle inheritance matters —both powerful incentives to brave the Atlantic again. (97) Since
immigrants connected by bonds of kin, friendship, or former place of residence tended to keep in
touch in the New World, any one member of such a network could significantly serve all its
members when visiting the homelands. Those links broadened the range of the visits by
“newlanders” — those who had successfully completed the trip earlier — beyond their own places
of former residence and gave to their reports and advice a special weight. Locally known
newlanders often played the crucial role of catalyst in transforming potential emigrants into
voyagers to the west. (98) As a result, emigration from certain areas often peaked in response to the
visits of such trusted emissaries, because people took the opportunity to make the transatlantic
move in the company of an experienced traveler who was on the way back. (99)
Another kind of newlander operation developed not as a service to relatives and friends but as a
business enterprise. (100) As some newlanders found out that the money with which they were
entrusted in Germany could be invested in goods for resale in the colonies, the collection of
inheritances attracted people who wanted to exploit the profit potential of this highly specialized
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international banking function. (101) In addition, newlanders who organized and led groups of
emigrants acted as transport leaders who could invest any funds their fellow travelers might have and
wanted to import profitably to the American colonies. (102) A system of transferring capital and
goods across the Atlantic built primarily on personal contact and trust, it was easily abused by some
who faked concern for emigrants for their own personal gain. (103) Still another way for a newlander
to profit from emigrants was to agree with a Rotterdam merchant to recruit passengers for his ships.
Free passage, payment of some expenses, and a small fixed sum per passenger delivered into the
hands of the merchant were common rewards in small-scale recruiting contracts. (104)
A third category of newlanders consisted of professional agents whose interests were tied to largescale enterprises run by foreign governments, private developers, or merchants of substantial stature
and resources. Of a different caliber, this group of recruiters included newlanders of various types,
skills, and motivations and operated on a regional and interregional scale. (105) These agents
normally used a number of recruiting techniques to lure potential emigrants and drew much attention
from competitors, imitators, and officials. (106)
Few of the profit-hungry newlanders maintained a reputation that was good enough for them to
work the same area repeatedly. As competition among recruiters grew, and as more territories
prohibited soliciting emigrants from their subjects, agents who moved into areas hitherto untouched
by overseas emigration were likely to make little headway because they had to share a declining
market with other competitors. By mid-century, when emigration from the Rhine lands to the
American colonies peaked, the ranks of recruiters had swelled substantially and included many
disreputable characters who were in the business for quick and easy profits. (107) Collectively and
somewhat stereotypically, their mode of operation became symbolic of the ruthless exploitation of
naive emigrants that marred the years of heaviest emigration. Success in the business of recruiting
emigrants depended mostly on a good name, so exploitive newlanders could harm or ruin a
considerable number of emigrants who had trusted them, but they would stay in the business only
until the true nature of their enterprising ways became known.
Although each of the “bad apples” had only limited effects, there
were always others who copied and perfected disreputable methods
of operation and thereby continued to cause much misery among
travelers and to contribute to the strong reaction against newlanders
in general.
Overall, agents were an integral part of the emigration process
that they exploited to their advantage, although the many honest and
responsible newlanders among them provided important and even
Blacksmith
indispensable services for emigrants. Occasional and small-scale
recruiters were often successful in converting potential emigrants
into prospective emigrants, but the catalytic role they played could
produce a lasting and increasing emigration flow only if the new
land continued to be attractive and affordable. (108)
To understand the dynamics that set long-distance migration
into motion and kept it fueled over time, it is first necessary to
comprehend the diverse forces that impelled people to relocate.
Several kinds of circumstances that diminished prospects for a
decent or acceptable living at home were crucial. So were the nature
and the appeal of opportunities — real or perceived — in foreign
lands. Especially important, finally, was how active promotion and
recruitment for distant settlement projects triggered or curbed
various types of long-range moves.
While, to contemporaries, the decision to emigrate seemed
Glassworks
reasonable and acceptable for Rhinelander's who had no place or
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little stake in the community — such as orphans, children from large families, and men and women
who were unable or unwilling to conform to prescribed norms — the relocation of people who
were respected, integrated, and useful members of their communities caused official alarm. For
such wealthier and well-adjusted subjects to overcome the threshold of inertia and investment that
tied them to their homes, there
must have been something acutely
wrong to impel them to leave, or a
very strong lure. Still worse, these
influential people not only took
their families with them, but also
inspired friends and neighbors to
leave too.
Emigration from eighteenthcentury Germany reflects both
kinds of dynamics. Those who felt
they had to leave in swift reaction
to conditions at home could only
choose from currently available
terms of settlement and conditions
of transportation that seemed best
suited to their personal aspirations
and particular circumstances or
resources at that moment. Those
Ironworking
who were attracted primarily by
enticing news from relatives,
friends, and former neighbors, or by promising offers from private speculators or foreign
governments, were likely to schedule and organize their departure more deliberately. Consequently,
the overall pattern of migration from the Rhine lands peaked repeatedly to reflect both incidents of
major upheaval and adversity at home and the availability of significant settlement opportunities
abroad.
On the local level, such historic waves of emigration were not always discernible, because
many territories contributed large numbers of emigrants to those major emigration flows only once
or twice during the eighteenth century, while others lost subjects whenever emigration peaked.
Bursts of large-scale emigration from a particular territories that did take place tended to follow a
certain pattern: On the initiative of an entrepreneur or religious leader, a group of colonists
explored a new migratory route and found a hitherto unknown place to settle in a foreign land. If
settlement conditions in the new area seemed to be satisfactory and continued to be promising,
letters to home attracted a wave of relatives, friends, and former neighbors eager to join the
pioneering emigrants. This second, substantially larger outflow usually occurred several years after
the initial one and then peaked quickly, after which local emigration “fever” subsided, until it
resurfaced in a neighboring Rhine territory in the same sequence, with similar results and with
some possibility that it would also rekindle emigration where it had occurred before.
Such local waves formed the great overall tide of relocation from the Rhine lands to colonial
British North America. The flows and ebbs reflected both the forces that drove inhabitants from the
Rhine territories and the appeal of relocating to the New World compared with other resettlement
options. These interacting dynamics are familiar to scholars of modern migrations. Throughout the
eighteenth century, they also shaped a significant Irish transplantation to America, the dynamics of
which, in a less restrictive society that had closer contact and more regular commerce with the
colonies, resembled the German pattern in certain ways. Very generally, it was the fit between
these repelling and attracting forces, interacting with each other through communication and
transportation systems that bridged the Atlantic, that shaped the immigration flow that was so
important to the colonies of British America.

Palatines to America officer, member and noted author, Ernest Thode, has given permission to
publish various lists of German-English terms created from his best-selling book, German –
English Genealogical Dictionary, Genealogical Publishing Co., Baltimore, MD, 1992. Mr.
Thode’s dictionary is available from the publisher and Amazon.com.

Wedding/Join
Wedding Ceremony
Marry
Wedding Day
Wedding Celebration
Wedding Anniversary
Bride
Groom
Bridesmaid
Best Man
Parents of the Bride
Groomsman
Male Witness
Female Witness
Wedding Vows
Wedding Ceremony Words
Marriage Certificate
Marriage License
Marriage Record
Marriage Register
Wedding Feast
Nuptial
Catholic Nuptial Mass
Dowry
Marriage Bed
Marriage Arranger
Betrothal
Child Born to Engaged Couple
Release (for marriage) to a
parish without Jurisdiction
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Jüffro
Trauung
Hochzeiten
Trauungstag, Trautag, Hochzeitstag
Hochzeit
Hochzeitstag
Braut, Hochzeiterin
Brӓutigam, Hochzeiter, Brautmann, Brautmacher
Brautjungfer
Trauzeuge, erster
Brauteltern
Trauzeuge, Zweiter
Trauzeuge
Trauzeugin
Ehegelübde, Ehegelöbnis
Trauformel
Trauzeugnis, Trauschein
Traukon senszettel
Trauurkunde
Trauregister, Traurodel, Trauungbuch, Trauugsmatrikel
Brautgelag(e(n))
Brautlich
Brautmesse
Brautschatz, Brautausstattung-aussteuer
Brautbett
Brautbitter
Brautstand
Brautkind, Brautkinder
Trauvollmacht

J

enni Salamon provided a comprehensive review of the Ohio History Connection (OHC)
German Newspaper Collection, as well as many helpful hints and insights for those using this
large genealogical resource. She also provided information about on-line translation sites and
other sources of German language newspapers.
Newspapers document the activities of the communities and citizens they serve, providing a
wealth of family history information. German-language newspapers were particularly important for
German immigrants, allowing them access to news, both foreign and domestic, in their native
language.
The first German-language newspaper published in Ohio was the Lancaster, Ohio Das Ohio
Adler first printed in 1807. German-language newspapers soon spread across the state, particularly
to the major industrialized cities where many German immigrants settled. Many smaller towns with
significant German populations followed with local newspapers. The German newspapers were
important to the early immigrants because they provided a nostalgic connection to the “Mother
country”, its language and customs as well as local and European news.
German-language newspapers were not immune to historic events. Circulation dropped with
the outbreak of WWI and the strong anti-German sentiment felt in America. Prohibition was the
next event that heavily impacted Ohio’s German newspapers as lucrative beer advertisements dried
up almost overnight.
Early German newspapers published in Ohio did not look like newspapers as we now know
them. These early German papers were published once a week, had no headlines, used small type
and Fraktur fonts, and did not regularly publish birth, marriage or death/obituary notices. Fraktur is
sometimes assumed to be a different form of language; however, it is merely a different style or
font… don’t be put off by the unfamiliar “look and feel” of the original print. Jenni advised that one
should first convert the Fraktur font to present German and then use one of the good, on-line,
translation sites for the English translation. These sites include:
•
•
•
•

Babelfish – https://www.babelfish.com/
Babylon - http://www.babylon-software.com/
Bing – https://www.bing.com/translator
Google – https://translate.google.com

Several ways to search the OHC German newspaper collection (www.ohiohistory.org/occ/ ,
select “Newspapers”) were suggested:
Search the OHC catalog by Key Word (e.g., geography, newspaper name);
Browse the catalog by newspaper and by area (e.g., county, city, town);
Visit the OHC and consult the knowledgeable staff; and
Identify microfilm which can then be loaned to your local library for viewing.
There are additional German-language newspaper research materials available at the OHC
and elsewhere that can be rich sources of German family history and lifestyle. At the OHC, these
•
•
•
•
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include:
•
•
•

Numerous German-American books, periodicals and journals;
Abstracts and indexes.

Other Ohio and beyond websites, which can potentially be very fruitful sources of
genealogical information are:
•
•
•
•
•

The Library of Congress: http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov ;
Hamilton County Genealogical Society: http://hcgsohio.org ;
Ohio Memory: http://www.ohiohistoryhost.org/ohiomemory/newspaper ;
Google: http://www.news.google.com/newspapers ; and
www.hathitrust.org

Finally, Jenni welcomes inquires. She can be contacted by email at:
jsalamon@ohiohistory.org .
Jenni’s discussion slides from a similar presentation she gave a couple of years ago are
available at: http://ndnpohio.ohiohistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/
OGS_GermanNPatOHC_20140410.pdf

I

Gasthaus zur Stadt Columbus

n researching his great-grandfather August Heiser's birthplace of Alsheim, Germany,
Palatines to America member, Dan Hill, became aware of the Gasthaus zur Stadt Columbus
located in Alsheim. The “History” page at their web site explains why the inn's name
includes the word Columbus. The inn was built in 1897 by Adam Emmert, following a trip to
Columbus, Ohio to visit his brothers living there. He was so impressed by the hospitality of all the
Columbus citizens that he included the city's name in the name of his inn.
Does anyone happen to know of any Emmert descendants currently living in the Columbus,
Ohio, area? Dan lives in Grandview Heights, one of the “inner ring” suburbs of Columbus. Dan’s
mailing address is: 1433 Inglis Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 43212, and his email address
is: danmhill@columbus.rr.com. He would appreciate hearing from you.
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W

hen my great-grandfather, George Casper Doerer, was an old man, he told his sons
the dark secret that his birth---in 1846 in a Saxon duchy---was illegitimate. He had
been given the surname of his mother’s family. His mother, Katherine, was a 24year-old servant girl at a manor house. The story suggested that the lord of the
manor house had certain “rights and privileges” including sleeping with young servant girls.
Tradition alleged that this lord was George’s father. George was born 18 March 1846 in the Duchy
of Sachsen Meiningen [Saxe-Meiningen]. The lord supposedly provided a small amount of money
for basic needs and a little education.
In the 1800s, the various German kingdoms and duchies maintained armies, and young
men were expected to serve in the military. When George was about 20 years old, he was told to
report for duty. He was rather short, and when his height was measured, it was a quarter inch
below the required height. Perhaps the height requirement was needed so that the soldiers would
look good on parade for the Duke.
In any event, George was delighted to be excused from military service. The event proved
even more significant in light of the conflict known as the Seven Weeks’ War (also called the
Austro-Prussian War).
In the 1860s, both Prussia and Denmark claimed and fought over Schleswig-Holstein. At
this point, Austria supported Prussia. In an 1865 agreement, Austria gained Holstein, and Prussia
gained Schleswig. In 1866, Austria disputed Prussia’s new territory, and war broke out. In the
resulting Seven Weeks’ War, Prussia quickly defeated Austria. Among the four Duchies of
Saxony, only Saxe-Meiningen supported Austria in the Seven Weeks’ War.
The Peace of Prague in 1866 led to Prussia annexing many of Austria’s former allies, but
not Sachse-Meiningen. Prussia formed the North German Confederation, excluding Austria. In
1867, all four of the Duchies of Saxony became part of the North German Confederation, in spite
of Saxe-Meiningen’s earlier support of Austria.
When I started my search for the family of George Casper Doerer, I did not know the name
or location of his home town. In the 1850 census for the area around St. Paul, Minnesota, I found a
record of George Doerer and his mother living on Snelling Avenue in the Reserve Township.
George was listed as a 34-year-old farmer, living with his mother, Katherine, age 70. Their place
of birth was listed as Saxony.
The St. Paul City Directory for 1880/1881 provided more facts about George. He had a
five-acre vegetable farm on the west side of Snelling at the corner of Dayton Avenue. He worked
for Ernst Lemke, who had a greenhouse a few blocks south on the east side of Snelling. George
Doerer was also listed as “a seller of vegetables” at Market House, which was located on the
northeast corner of 7th and Wabash Streets in St. Paul.

T

he Ohio Chapter is seeking speakers to add to our Speakers Bureau and German
Series Workshops. If you can speak to groups of about 30-40 people about your
research in finding German ancestors, drop me a line. I will be glad to explain, in
detail, how the program works. The Ohio Chapter offers the speaker a small fee
plus travel expenses.
Contact Mary Hess at: mhess1014@gmail.com
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I found more information in the church records at Trinity Lutheran Church at 441 Rice Street,
St. Paul, Minnesota. The marriage record there indicated that Georg Caspar Doerer was from
“Sachsen Meiningen” in Germany. His parents were listed as K Doerer and Catherine Doerer. His
bride, Augusta Rekow and her parents Wilhelm Rekow and Henrietta Strelow, were from
Strachmin, Prussia.
George Caspar Doerer was not a citizen in 1918 and so was required to fill out Alien
Registration forms. In this record, which I found at the Minnesota Historical Society, George gave
his birth date as 18 March 1846. He reported that he arrived in America in August, but he gave no
year. In the 1900 census, his year of arrival was listed as 1869. When I looked in Germans to
America, Vol.23, page 219, I found George listed on the ship, Deutschland, which arrived 21 August
1869. The index showed that George Doehrer, age 23, farmer, came from “Saxony Meiningen,” but
no village was listed.
The surname could be spelled Doerer, Doehrer or Döhrer. It was probably Döhrer in
Germany.
Where in Saxe-Meiningen was the home town of George Caspar Doerer? Lacking any clues,
I started looking for church records in and around the city of Meiningen. I found too many people
there with that same surname! I was not making any progress.
Then, one day, I received a telephone call from my cousin, Sylvia, who had found a church
book that had belonged to our great-grandfather, George Doerer. She asked: “Do you want this
book?” I replied, “I certainly do want it!” The little book, Evang.-Lutherisches Gesangbuch
[Evangelical-Lutheran Songbook], was printed in the German language in 1872 for the Evang.Lutherischen Synode of Wisconsin. Inside, in the front of the book was written, in German, “Georg
Caspar Döhrer geboren in Altenbreitungen in Sachsen Meiningen” [Georg Caspar Döhrer, born in
Altenbreitungen in Saxe-Meiningen]. I now knew the home town---Altenbreitungen!
Referring to maps, I found that Altenbreitungen is part of Breitungen on the Werra River in
what is now Thuringia. Breitungen is south of Eisenach and north of Meiningen.
The church records for Breitungen had not been microfilmed, so I wrote to the church. The
pastor sent a response, which stated, “Herewith I confirm the birth of your ancestor, Georg Kaspar
Döhrer. He was born March 18, 1846, in Altenbreitungen and baptized March 29, 1846, in the
Marienkirche in Frauenbreitungen. The father is not mentioned in the baptismal register, because it is
an illegitimate birth of the son, Georg Kaspar, of the mother, Katharina Döhrer, from
Altenbreitungen. With friendly greetings, Wolfgang Braun, Pastor.”
Some of the additional information provided by the church proved to be incorrect. They
confused the mother, Katherine Döhrer, with another woman with the same name born in 1819. We
later found that George’s mother, Katherine, had been born 29 January 1822, the daughter of Johan
Christian Döhrer and Anne Margarthe Reum.
In talking with Kermit Frye of our Germanic Genealogy Society, I found that he also has
ancestors in Breitungen. Several Minnesotans participated in the mailing list for Breitungen
information, DEU-BREITUNGEN-L@rootsweb.com
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In 2006, my wife and I visited the town of Breitungen. Since it had been part of the former
East Germany, I wondered if it would be economically depressed. To my surprise, I found
Brietungen to be a prosperous, active town. Its scenic location on the Werra River is near several
historic sites.
The history of Breitungen goes back more than a
thousand years. A monastery, which is now a
museum, and the basilica were built shortly after 1100.
The Marienkirche, where my great-grandfather was
baptized, dates back to about 1608.
Several generations of my Döhrer family line
include illegitimate births in which the child took the
mother’s surname, Döhrer. This was the case with my
great-grandfather in 1846, his grandfather in 1787, and
his great-grandmother in 1763. When I visited the
church in Breitungen, I asked people there about the
story of my great-grandfather being the son of “The
Marienkirche, Breitungen
lord of the manor.” They smiled and said, “You are
not the first America to come here with such a story.”
In April 2007, I attended a lecture by Baerbel K. Johnson, “Marriage Customs, Laws and
Records in Germany,” in which she discussed some aspects of the laws that limited the population
growth in the lower classes. These laws, which varied from location to location, resulted in an
increase of out-of-wedlock births. Many poor people found it difficult to get married. The
requirements could include the following:
• Consent of the parents
• Consent of the lord or duke
• Consent of the village church
• Consent of the village government
The following new Chapter members joined between
• Proof of property ownership or a
February and April 2018.
suitable income
• Payment of a marriage fee
BETTY ALGE – SIDNEY, OH
• For soldiers, completion of their
JEAN ANDREWS – SPRINGBORO, OH
military service
• For Journeymen, completion of their CORY FULMER – MARYSVILLE, OH
JASON KEEFER – WESTERVILLE, OH
traveling training.
Perhaps some of these restrictive TIMOTHY KETTERING – CLEVES, OH
marriage laws resulted in my ancestors’ GAYLE KELLEHER – SPRINGFIELD, OH
illegitimate births, Or, maybe my great- RICHARD LAU – GETTYSBURG, PA
LARRY & SALLY LESS – DUBLIN, OH
grandfather really was the son of the
MARIANNE LORD – CINCINNATI, OH
Lord of the Manor.
WERNER MARGARD – COLUMBUS, OH
PATRICIA MCROWE – AKRON, OH
SAM PATHY – WORTHINGTON, OH
Permission to reprint the following article
JANET PIETRYKOWSKI – TOLEDO, OH
has been graciously granted by the GerLOGAN PITCHER – COLUMBUS, OH
manic Genealogy Society (GGS) publishers
BRYANT RILEY – MT. STERLING, OH
of the Germanic Genealogy Journal (ISSN
1548-3150). This article is from the Spring
BEVERLY ROBERTSON – HEWITT, NJ
2010 issue - Vol. 13, No. 1. © 2010 GermanVICTORIA SPELLMIRE – WAPAKONETA, OH
ic Genealogy Society. All photos by the
CAROLYN THAXTON – SPRINGFIELD, OH
author.
RICHARD VONSCHILICHTEN –JOHNSTOWN, PA
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The roster of the Ohio Chapter, Palatines to America is
now 405.

MAY 26

SEPT 27

PALAM RESOURCE CENTER TOUR, SLIDE SHOW & HANDS ON RESEARCH
STUART HERLAN
4701 N. High St., Suite C, Columbus, OH 43214
THE POWER OF GOOGLE FOR GENEALOGISTS
DIANA DRUBACK
COLUMBUS METROPOLITAN LIBRARY, 96 S. Grant Ave., Columbus, OH

ALL FORUM SESSIONS ARE HELD FROM 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Everyone is welcome to attend... no advance registration is necessary. Watch the chapter website for
the latest updates and additions
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Richard Dunn and Mary Dunn, ed., Papers of William Penn, 2:591-97; 5:264-69, 276, 302-7, 320-23. The
letter of the Franconia Mennonites in 1773 showing the reasons Mennonites came to Pennsylvania is a
testimony to the success of Penn’s strategy. See Mennonite Quarterly Review 3 (1928): 228. (71) Among the
many developers were Wistar, who established glassworks in New Jersey (Beiler, “Wistar,” 290-330); Peter
Hasenclever, who sought labor for ironworks in New Jersey (Bailyn, Voyagers to the West, 249-51); Georg
Ritter and company, who set up a silver-mining scheme in Virginia (Klaus Wust, “Palatines and Switzers for
Virginia,”45-48); and a Virginia land speculator named George Washington who sought settlers for his lands
in Ohio (Washington Papers, LC/MD, reel 33; J.C. Fitzpatrick, ed., The Writings of George Washington, 3:185
-96).
The expansion of recruiting networks into new areas (Hanover, Kassel, and the Harz) and solicitation of
criminals are examples at the height of the German immigration to the American colonies. For details, see
Brinck, Deutsche Auswanderungswelle, 116-29, 151. Lowell Bennion has described this expansion of
recruitment areas beyond the Rhine lands (“Flight from the Reich,” figs. 5-7).
For example, statistics on emigration from the Ämter in Württemberg show that some successful migration
streams that were distinct in their direction formed, most commonly to place to the east (von Hippel,
Auswanderung, 300-305). Close scrutiny of migration lists and local records on both sides of the Atlantic
reveals that repeated contacts between America and the Rhine lands over the long term were essential for
stable and reliable transatlantic migration networks. This is particularly evident in the genealogically grounded
work of Burgert, Hacker, and Just: emigrant begat emigrant.
The description of Pennsylvania by William Penn in 1682 was in many respects proto-typical of the
promotional efforts to win settlers that followed in the eighteenth century. See Soderlund and Dunn, eds.,
William Penn and the Founding of Pennsylvania, 58-66; Hull, William Penn and the Dutch Quaker Migration,
329-35.
No systematic survey and analysis of the promotional literature in the Rhine lands in the eighteenth century
exist. Faust, Guide to the Materials for American History, 29-31 (somewhat abbreviated also in Faust and
Brumbaugh, Lists of Swiss Emigrants, 22), lists fourteen books and pamphlets that were widely circulated in
Switzerland in 1684-1754; a greater selection is provided in Julius Sachse, “Literature Used to Induce German
Emigration,” 175-98 (facsimiles of title pages, 201-56), the most important of which are also in Albert Dyers,
ed., Narratives. Klaus Wust has collected material about the many settlement projects and development
schemes seeking emigrants form the Rhine lands. So far, only some of his findings have been published.
Francis Daniel Pastorius and Christopher Sauer were early pioneers whose letters became part of the widely
circulated canon of American lore. Melchior’s “Advice to German Emigrants, 1749” (ed. Roach) and Gottlieb
Mittelberger’s Journey to Pennsylvania (1756) were published in reaction to the large exodus from German
lands and to the exploitation of emigrants at the height of the migration around mid-century; see Donald
Durnbaugh, “Christopher Sauer,” The Brethren in Colonial America, and “Radical Pietist Involvement,” 3637. See also Melchior’s “Advice to German Emigrants, 1749”; and Mittelberger, Journey to Pennsylvania. In
general, propaganda about emigration to the American colonies — both positive and negative — was
widespread. See Häberlein, Vom Oberrhein zum Susquehanna, 86-88.
One such example is a letter praising Georgia published in the Leipzig newspapers (25 December 1733),
which influenced the Moravians who did emigrate to Georgia later (Herrenhut, Rep. 14 A [Georgien
Rechnungen & Quittungen, 1735 etc.], LC/MD, FCP: Germany).
For example, Caspar Wistar’s report (8 November 1732) about the limited opportunities available in
Pennsylvania. Leipziger Post Zeitungen (21 May 1733). The New England settlement project (Broad Bay,
Maine) is well documented and reveals the heavy use of newspapers in its campaign. See Rattermann,
“Geschichte des deutschen Elements,” 14:345, 15; 15:4-82, 109-13; 16:12-13. William O’Reilly was kind
enough to lend me a copy of the microfilmed document collection in the Massachusetts Archives, which was
the basis of Rattermann’s description and extensive document selection.
There is no systematic collection of eighteenth-century immigrant letters. Much of the discussion here is based
on letters that have been published in many different places. The migration lists in the Bibliography often
include letters.)
Häberlein demonstrates how important the question of trust was in such communications (Vom Oberrhein zum
Susquehanna, 89-92).
“…their Report to their Friends in Germany who only send them for an essay of the Country & usage: the rest
who are the chief & Substantial persons all declare that they will follow next year on being satisfied of the
Solidity of the undertaking…” Sebastian Zuberbühler to Samuel Waldo, London, 5 July 1742, died in
Rattermann, “Geschichte des deutschen Elements,” 14:56-57; see also Faust, Guide to the Materials for
American History, 112; and Gerber, Nassau-Dillenburger Auswanderung, 19. In some instances, such chains
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of migration were strung out over considerable periods of time. Lutheran and Reformed emigrants from
Freinsheim, as well as those from Wolfersweiler Parish, displayed such behavior. See Annette Burgert,
Colonial Pennsylvania Immigrants from Freinsheim; Pennsylvania Pioneers from Wolfersweiler Parish.
For example, emigration from Hochstadt was substantial. It started in 1732 and continued for twenty years
(Burgert, Hochstadt Origins). Fogelman (Hopeful Journeys, 62) shows a quite different pattern of emigration
across the villages of the Kraichgau.
For an example of this interaction between the completion of family migration and the settlement of financial
affairs connected with it, see Fritz Braun and Friedrich Krebs, “German Emigrants from Palatinate Parishes,”
256.
Roeber described those letters as always focusing on household, family, food, drink, and land (Palatines, 23),
although a substantial number of letters also discussed religious matters. Those themes show what was most
important to Rhineland immigrants in the American colonies: the community of kin and neighbors, the
ingredients necessary to make a decent living, and justification for moving to the New World.
Esther Werndtlin-Göttschi is one woman who, together with her children, encountered unanticipated hardships
when her husband died on arrival in the new land (see Schelbert and Rappolt, Alles ist ganz anders hier, 11318). Another example is the anonymous author of Sendschreiben au Philadelphia (15/25 September 1728),
who believed he had been lured to Pennsylvania under the false pretense that life was easy there; he later
found that applied only to people who were willing to earn a living with manual labor.
Letter quoted in Gerber, Nassau-Dillenburger Auswanderung, 14-15. For an early letter (Cornelius Bom, 12
October 1684) very much in the same vein, see Hull, William Penn and the Dutch Quaker Migration, 318-22.
Letter from a settler in Lebanon, Pa. (23 August 1769), in Faust, “Unpublished Documents,” 37-39.
Letter from a settler in Lebanon, Pa. (23 August 1769), in Faust, “Unpublished Documents,” 37-39; letter by
Elisabetha Strohmann (1768), in Faust and Brumbaugh, Lists of Swiss Emigrants, 121-22; letters by Johannes
Hayn and Daniel Becker (12 November 1752), quoted in Gerber, Nassau-Dillenburger Auswanderung, 20-21;
letter by Antony Gondy (Charleston, 28 May 1753), in Faust, “Documents in Swiss Archives,” 115.
Schelbert, Einführung in die Schweizerische Auswanderungsgeschichte, 335.
Johannes Tschudi (1749) warned not only those unwilling to work to stay home but also those “who like to
drink wine because there is only small beer and cider” (quoted in Faust, Guide to the Materials for American
History, 112). The letter by Christen Engel (Carolina, 1711) contains the typical wish that his neighbors could
be with him to share a life that was better than life at home (quoted in Faust, “Graffenried Manuscripts,” 296).
Heinrich Neff to Hans Jacob Müller, Purrysburg, S.C., 18 August 1735, in Schildert and Rappelt, Alles ist
ganz anders hier, 63; letter by Johann Henrich Schmitt, quoted in Krebs, “Emigrants from Baden-Durlach,”
31-32. See also Braun and Krebs, “German Emigrants from Palatinate Parishes,” 256; and Yoder,
Pennsylvania German Immigrants, 168.
Letters could be sent along commercial routes —that is, from the American ports to a major English port,
usually London, and from there to Rotterdam or Amsterdam and on to Frankfurt am Main or Basel. Letters
from immigrants telling correspondents in the homelands about reliable ways to route letters and goods
thereby revealed intricate networks of communication back and forth across the Atlantic. For instance, John
Theobald Endt, a Brethren-affiliated merchant in Germantown, recommended relying on John Sister, David
Däschler, and Christopher Sauer in Philadelphia; Richard Neave, the correspondent of Israel Pemberton and
Philip Benezet in London; and Zacharias Hope in Rotterdam. (See letters to Arnold Goyen [10 May 1758 and
10 February 1759], in Durnbaugh, Brethren, 56-57.)
An enterprising new lander, Hanna Regina Ruhstein, carried nine letters when she returned home to the Harz
mountains, all of them addressed to people who could not pay the fee she asked. Although she succeeded in
persuading the government to cover her expenses, she failed to initiate a substantial emigration. See Brinck,
Deutsche Auswanderungswelle, 91.
See, for example, the advertisements in the Pennsylvania Gazette and in Pennsylvanische Berichte. Fertig,
“Migration,” 320 (map 8.1) plotted them by destination in the Rhine lands. Roeber has traced some of the
German Lutheran communication networks in the American colonies (Palatines, 123-24, 249).
For example, Johannes Hayn, in his letter of 15 October 1752, used a special signal that identified his message
as genuine. See Gerber, Nassau-Dillenburger Auswanderung, 19. Brinck showed that some quite sophisticated
recruiting operations made use of fabricated and forged letters (Deutsche Auswanderungswelle, 101-3).
Newlanders received much press — mostly bad — in the eighteenth century, especially at the height of the
immigration, when their numbers proliferated. By now, there is a considerable body of literature, although it is
scattered and often builds on the same cases. Brinck recently added to our understanding by detailing the
recruitment operations in northern Germany, especially the mining areas of the Harz mountains (see Brinck,
Deutsche Auswanderungswelle, 88-111); and William O’Reilly is working on a dissertation that focuses more
generally on the role newlanders played in emigration from Germany.
Häberlein, who distinguishes between casual newlanders and professional recruiting agents, found both types
from Baden operating in their homeland (Vom Oberrhein zum Susquehanna, 92-97). Roeber, who explored
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the settlement of inheritances in some detail, found about 10 percent of cases of inheritance recovery among
emigrants from the electoral Palatinate east of the Rhine (Palatines, 263-65). In Baden the proportion was
smaller (2 to 3 percent), but not without impact (Häberlein, Vom Oberrhein zum Susquehanna, 173-77).
Blocher observed the recruiting mechanisms at the local level in Zurich in some detail (Eigenart der Zürcher
Auswanderer, 46-47, 114). See also Brinck, Deutsche Auswanderungswelle, 88-111; and Georg Fertig,
“Migration,” 229-31.
It is possible that the large number of young men in the 1744 emigration from Baden followed the lead of
Sebastian Neff, who had returned to recover and inheritance and recruit others. See Häberlein, Vom Oberrhein
zum Susquehanna, 93.
Some of these ventures were operated out of inns and taverns that catered to a largely German clientele in
Philadelphia. See Roeber, Palatines, 249, 254.
Caspar Wistar did not return to the Rhine lands as a new lander, but he used commercial contacts in his
homeland for recovering inheritances as part of his business (Beiler, “Wistar,” 241-44). Most inheritance
recoveries were valued between £10 and £30 (Roeber, Palatines, 276).
For details, see Chapter 3.
German settlers in the American colonies who gave unscrupulous newlanders powers of attorney in order to
collect their inheritances would lose their inheritance if such agents absconded with it or reinvested it at a loss.
For an advertised warning against untrustworthy newlanders in the colonies, see Pennsylvania Berichte, 16
May 1755.
The interest of Rotterdam merchants in channeling the migration flow onto their ships is discussed in more
detail in Chapter 3.
In fact, agents promoting private or official projects for settlement overseas were the first to lead emigrant
groups down the Rhine and across the Atlantic. Entrepreneurs like William Penn employed agents — often
friends and associates — to recruit settlers and to organize the transportation. See Hull, William Penn and the
Dutch Quaker Migration, 325, 327-28; and Schelbert and Rappolt, Alles ist ganz anders hier, 33-40, 65-67, on
the schemes of Francis Louis Michel, Georg Ritter, Christoph von Graffenried, and Jean Pierre Purry. See also
Bern Immigration Records, 1705-49, LC/MD, FCP: Switzerland. A different example is Caspar Wistar, a
successful German merchant in Philadelphia who linked up with a new lander to further his business interests
(Beiler, “Wistar,” 278-80). Waldo’s New England settlement project and John Dick’s operations to gather and
transport settlers for Nova Scotia are especially well documented. See Rattermann, “Geschichte des deutschen
Elements”; Erna Rich, “Joseph Crellius, Immigrant Broker”; Brinck, Deutsche Auswanderungswelle, 109; and
Journal of the Commissioners of Trade and Plantations, January 1749/50—December 1753 (1732).
For examples of deceptive practices, see Mittelberger, Journey to Pennsylvania, 30-31; and Brinck, Deutsche
Auswanderungswelle, 101-2.
Sauer estimated that more than 100 newlanders were ready to fan out of Pennsylvania in 1753
(Pennsylvanische Berichte, 16 December 1752); that is about one newlander for every 50 immigrants shipped
to Philadelphia at the time.
When German immigrants to Spain found settlement conditions unsatisfactory in the 1760s, a number of them
moved on to Pennsylvania, which they knew as a well-established and popular destination for many of their
former neighbors in the Palatinate.

T

he members of the Familienkundlicher Arbeitskreis im Oldenburger-Münsterland
organize their Oldenburg genealogical data in the form of names and lists of church
books.
At present, there are about 700,000 data sets available. Please send an email to them
noting each person or family of interest.
To view the membership page ....http://www.fak-om.de/index.php
Membership costs about US$34. They do accept credit cards.
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E

rnie & Barbara Thode want their Pal-Am friends to know that they will celebrate their
50th wedding anniversary on June 23 from 2 to 4 p.m. at St. Luke's Lutheran Church,
4th and Scammel, Marietta, OH. No gifts, only your presence or good wishes are requested. Ernie & Barbara Thode 30 Kern Dr., Marietta, OH 45750-7882
or ernestthode@gmail.com or barbarathode@gmail.com.

May 26

June 13-16
September 9-16
September 27
October 27

June 15-17

PalAm Resource Center Tour, Slide Show & Hands on Research with Stuart
Herlan at PalAm Resource Center, 4601 N. High St., OH†
National Conference of Palatines to America – “Willkommen to Buffalo –
Gateway to a New Heimat!” at Adam’s Mark Hotel, Buffalo, NY†
PalAm Family History Library Research Trip to Salt Lake City, UT†
The Power of Google for Genealogists with Diana Druback at Columbus
Metropolitan Library, 96 S Grant Street , OH
Fall Seminar with Dr. Wolfgang Grams at Der Dutchman Restaurant, 445 S.
Jefferson Ave, Plain City, OH
International German Genealogy Partnership Conference at Hyatt Regency
Hotel, Sacramento, CA

† Registration or further information can be found on the PalAm.org website.

D

r. Wolfgang Grams is the founder and owner of
the institute “Routes to the Roots” in the city of
Oldenburg, Germany. His institute evolved from a
research unit at the Political Science Department
at Oldenburg University, where Dr. Grams did teach until
1996, and has become the leading initiative in Roots-andHeritage travel to Germany. He is one of the most
knowledgeable experts on the German migration experience,
still teaches classes in history and cultural tourism and has
carried out many pilot projects in the field of GermanAmerican migration studies. Dr. Grams is a fascinating
narrator and lecturer on his tours and shares his profound
knowledge and talents both with fellow travelers and people,
institutions and destinations in his travels: a true ambassador
of his country. He also conducts heritage tours to America.
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The Ohio Chapter Palatines to America
German Genealogy 2018 Fall Seminar
PRESENTED BY DR. WOLFGANG GRAMS, FROM OLDENBURG, GERMANY
SESSION TOPICS:
WHERE DID THEY COME FROM? OHIO’S IMMIGRANTS AND THEIR GERMAN HOMELANDS
“HURRA WIR FAHREN NACH AMERIKA!” TRAVEL PATTERNS DURING THE AGE OF SAIL
THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS: FAITH, LAND, AND HOPE
GERMAN RESOURCES TO TRACE YOUR ROOTS
SEMINAR WILL BE HELD AT DER DUTCHMAN RESTAURANT, 445 JEFFERSON AVE, U.S.
RTE. 42, PLAIN CITY, OHIO 43064.

Saturday October 27, 2018 9:00am until 4:00pm
Fees include syllabus, seminar sessions, vendor showcase, Der Dutchman pastries, coffee and juice
for breakfast and full Buffet lunch including Broasted Chicken and Roast Beef, Mashed Potatoes,
Noodles, Stuffing, Vegetables, Salad, Rolls, and Dessert
Register today! Use Pay Pal online at the website: https://oh-palam.org/registernow.php
Or: make check payable to Ohio Chapter – Palam and mail with registration form to:
Joe Stamm, 3930 Lander Road, Chagrin Falls, OH 44022-1329, questions? lindabelle@lcs.net
REGISTRATION DEADLINE – OCTOBER 13, 2018

MEMBER: $45.00 EACH

NON-MEMBER: $55.00 EACH

After OCTOBER 13, cost is $55.00 for Members and $65.00 for Non-Members
NAME #1___________________________________________MEMBER?______________
NAME #2___________________________________________MEMBER?______________
ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP___________________________________________________________
PHONE:___________________________________EMAIL:__________________________
SURNAMES I AM RESEARCHING: PLEASE LIST FOUR SURNAMES FOR NAME#1:
__________________________________

___________________________________

__________________________________

____________________________________

SURNAMES I AM RESEARCHING: PLEASE LIST FOUR SURNAMES FOR NAME #2:
__________________________________

______________________________________

__________________________________

______________________________________

